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January 23, 2026

Commission@parks.wa.gov

RE: Westport Golf Links/Westport Light State Park EIS and Decision
Dear Commissioners:
Pilchuck Audubon Society of Snohomish County opposes the project.

Our interest and concerns about the proposed Westport Golf Links project remain unchanged since we
submitted them to the Westport City Council in 2023. That is especially so, thanks to new information
developed in the EIS process.

Pilchuck Audubon Society’s membership of nearly 1700 includes conservationists, whose love of the beauty of
today’s Westport Light State Park extends back to before the acquisitions and merger of lands now comprising
the park. For some, that love extends back decades, to when “Jetty Park” provided at least some public access
for birding, hiking and other recreational activities.

However, it is the vitality and importance of shoreline bird habitat in the area that is so important to us!
Especially so as populations of shoreline birds are now in severe decline for so many species.

We were delighted with the 1967 US Supreme Court decision on land ownership, which opened the door to
creation of the Westhaven State Park and its 2015 merger with Westport Light State Park.

We strongly supported the 2015 acquisition by Washington State Parks of land from an earlier golf course
project which failed in about 2009.

It is not unusual that some of our members encounter birders from elsewhere in the world. Those global
tourists come to the park during migratory seasons as well as outside of the migrations!

We birders are attracted there to see the birds. The birds are there for the habitat, so vital to their lives,
winging their way north and south, between the Arctic and South America.

Pilchuck Audubon values recreational access to public lands. It appreciates the importance of viable economies
to our Pacific Coast communities. Our members contribute to those economies when they make the long
drive from Snohomish County, staying in the area housing and enjoying local restaurants.

Our concerns in 2023 remain unchanged. Approval of the Westport Links Golf Course requires significant
changes in environmental policies now protecting bird habitats. Many of those concerns go back to 2009.
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We concur with three major points about the Westport Golf project. Those are: 1) ecological impacts on rare
habitats; 2) coastal erosion and climate change; and 3) public access.

According to an October 9, 2019, article in the (Aberdeen) Daily World article by Don Hammock. It was noted
the proposal for a golf course on the property is not the first.

“A golf course project for the property came up about 10 years ago that failed to gain the support of the
community, in large part due to environmental concerns. Kidd (a golf course designer - David McLay Kidd) is
familiar with that project and said the current proposal differs n some key ways.”

“We're letting the environment drive the decision making,” said Kidd. “We're building a course to support the
park and the city, not building a course so we can sell lots. That is not our intention.”

Seven years later, the proposal has been much advanced, with required environmental assessments by
Washington State and local governments, driven by federal, state and local environmental laws and
regulations. Our concerns continue about the weakening of habitat protection, such as adverse effects from
golf course management — use of pesticides and fertilizers, and removal of native vegetation and habitat.

The US Environmental Protection Agency has declared the Westport Light State Park as an Aquatic Resource
on National Importance. It is the second largest area of rare interdunal wetlands of its kind in Washington
State.

We are not golf marketing, golf course design or golf business experts.

We do know about birds! Their vanishing habitats worldwide must be retained, in order to survive!

We ask Washington State Parks to protect this particular habitat. Golf courses can be built elsewhere.
Thank you for this opportunity for more public comment.

Sincerely,

/s/

William Derry

President
Pilchuck Audubon Society



