Westport Light Public Comments

June 16 —July 7, 2026

| have major concerns about the proposed Westport golf course. While | agree that rural
areas could certainly benefit from economic development, this project is not the answer.
In addition to the environmental impacts on water quality and availability, coastal
erosion, local wildlife, traffic, and coastal wetlands, this project would impact tourists
who come to this area for surfing, shellfish harvesting, birdwatching or quiet coastal
enjoyment. Look at the unintended environmental consequences when the jetty was
built. The economic trade-offs are not with it. If you look at the Bandon Dunes
development, there was a huge cost for public infrastructure and the tax burden of Coos
County residents increased. Is there any guarantee that jobs will go to Grays Harbor
residents? | know of developments where foreign workers were imported and money they
earned was sent home, not invested in the local economy. | support a project that
provides accessibility for all Washingtonians, not a wealthy few. '

This is very sad and honestly completely unacceptable. Many families and generations
including my own have enjoyed this park for years. | hope it doesn’t get destroyed. 2

unbelievable #savetheturtles 3

Canadian here. Westport park is a jewel. | visit here often. It would be a travesty to turn it
into an elitist golf course. There will be no turning it back into nature. Please don’t do this.
Thank you for taking the time to consider and allowing me an opportunity to comment. #

Westport Light State Park belongs to everyone. Itis a place where fishermen, surfers, bird
watchers, families, and people simply looking for a walk on the beach can enjoy the
coast together. | have always been proud to live in a state that values public access to
nature. Replacing part of a public park with a golf course would benefit relatively few
people while reducing opportunities for everyone else. Please also consider the local
kids who may lose easy access to discover surfing—a healthy, lifelong sport that
connects them with the ocean. ®

PLEASE do not build a golf course where the state park is currently. The waterfront
walkway and stunning backdrop of the park is arguably one of the most appealing parts
of Westport - putting a golf course here will damage the life and biodiversity while
reducing the visitor appeal of Westport. It’s so wet there anywhere it will make the golf
course a terrible business, and it will become wasted space. Move it somewhere else
thatisn’t the wetland. Keep this state park as is. Please. ®

Save our state park’

100% against a golf course being put in over beach/surf access. | understand wanting
more options for tourists, but that's the whole pointin the beach. | don't even surf, but |
know a lot of surfers come here. The beach is exciting enough for tourists. I'm also very
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concerned about what this would do for the plants and animals / environment. Me and
my husband come here almost every day agate hunting, playing frisbee, with our dogs, to
fish, and so much more. Do a fun plex or a bowling alley for tourism, if anything.
Aberdeen doesn't even have either of those. Or getting the ferry going again to have
access to ocean shores. 8

I’d like to express my strong opinions against the planned private golf course. Mr and
family come to enjoy the park multiple times per year and we would not want to miss this
beauty®

A taxpayer-funded State Park converted into private golf fairways would restrict equitable
access to recreation for generations to come.

43 acres of rare Class 1 Interdunal Wetlands would be filled. Wetlands hold millions of
gallons of stormwater; filter pollutants, recharge aquifers, and support biodiversity.
Pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers used on the golf course could harm human and

marine life. Groundwater, fishing waters, and shellfish beds are at risk of contamination.
10

No golf course! That would be so short sighted and not for the people,animals or sea life.
11

Please leave the state park as itis.
A golf course would destroy the park, it will harm nature, eliminate wildlife.
We don't want more golf courses.

We went more nature for people to enjoy. 2

| do not support the golf course plan. We all need recreational areas to bring our families
to not more golfing please. | also worry for the wildlife that lives here please leave the
land alone. ™

Hello, | saw the proposal for a golf course in Westport and | strongly oppose. First of all,
it’s a beautiful piece of land with important habitats for local sea life.

| was born in this region but grew up in California. As an avid surfer, | come to Westport a
lot, it’s the closest beach with decent surf. We have a thriving surf community. | would be
devastated to see this privatized.

Golfis not an accessible sport and this project really only benefits people in a certain
income bracket. We can certainly do better. Closing one of the best surf spots in
Washington for...golf just seems unnecessary. They can find someplace else and be
perfectly fine. Surfing is part of nature, we respect the environment and where a good
surf spot happens it’s a number of delicate factors working together. *

| am writing to express my extreme opposition to the development of a golf course in the
Westport Light State Park. Setting aside the fact that our public lands are meant to be
public for all, the risks of environmental and recreational impacts far outweigh any
perceived benefits of this project. | am a regular user of this state park, driving there from
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Seattle multiple times a month for fishing, crabbing and shell fishing as well as for
general enjoyment and use of the park. A golf course with the potential for increased
runoff of artificial chemicals such as fertilizers and pesticides, impact on wetlands and
the loss of wild space is not in keeping with the purpose of this park, which represents a
coastal gem for the enjoyment of all Washingtonians (not just those who choose to pay
to attend a private golf facility). | have informed my friends and family about this, and
have heard nothing but unified opposition to any plan to redevelop this unique parkinto a
golf course. ®

Please continue to protect this park,itis not proven that the long-term promises
developers claim will actually be realized, or that these will not come at the expense of
negatively impacting existing tourism draws like surfing, shellfish harvesting,
birdwatching, or quiet coastal enjoyment. Thank you.

You MUST commit to keeping Westport's ocean-front OPEN to all beach lovers! 7

| am commenting to disagree vehemently with the plan to build a private golf course on
beautiful public state park land!!!

This plan destroys precious wildlife habitat and takes away public recreation land from
families to utilize and enjoy!

As someone who surfs in Westport regularly and care deeply about caring for the
environment, | am upset to hear about the plan for the golf course. State parks are public
lands and should be left accessible to the public. They should focus on protecting
coastal ecosystems and keeping them healthy for current and future generations. We
should not be tearing them up to replace with sod to cater to the hobbies of rich men. A
golf course could wreak havoc on the ecosystem in Westport state parks, from all the
excess water consumption to the use of fertilizer and pesticides to keep the sod green
causing run off into the surrounding areas. | want to be able to the state park and
enjoying seeing wildlife in their natural habitat that aren’t being sicken due to pesticides
or driven out due to loss of habitat, and surf in water that’s not full of toxic algae from
fertilizers. Most of all | believe that public land deserves to stay public. '°

Please do not turn our public wetlands and beach access into a private golf course thatis
likely to increase pollution, reduce wildlife diversity, and appeal only to those wealthy
enough to make use of it. | ask that you carefully consider the resources needed, the
viability of sustaining new structures in the area, and the impact to locals and tourists
who already use this area regularly to recreate for fishing, surfing, clamming, hiking, and
more. Keep our public lands just that—public. Thank you. %

The population of WA state is growing but the amount of public land in WA state is not
growing. We need more public land and not less. There | think that giving up park land in
Westport Light State Park so that the Westport Golf Links can be built is a really bad idea.
This proposal is advocating for the theft of a public good. A few would benefit from this
action but the citizens of this state , 8,000,000 people, would be big losers. Don't do it. ?
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In addition to the letter sent by The Surfrider Foundation stating a long list of
disadvantages of the proposal to build a golf course in the Westport Light State Park, |
offer the following.

No one needs a golf course at Westport Light State Park. A STATE PARK!

No one wants a golf course at Westport Light STATE PARK!

People do not go to Westport to golf. And they certainly do not go to a STATE PARK to golf.
Wind. Rain. 9 months out of the year.

Consistent wet turf, course wear, drainage problems and corrosion?

So this golf course may be financially viable for 3 months?

What will happen to the employees for the other 9 months when no one is golfing?
These are just the beginning of the problems this project faces. | encourgage the board to
get creative. Find other ways to bring people, jobs and financial benefits into Wesport
that are going to be long term and year around without negatively and permanetly
alternating the natural surroundings. It can be done. It's a STATE PARK for a reason. It
needs to stay a STATE PARK. | implore you to make a better choice. %

To Whom It Concerns:

Since this golf course is in a planning stage for development in a State Park, perhaps it
should be a public golf course instead of private. The land belongs to all of us
Washingtonians. Even then a 9 hole golf course would seem more suitable.

Building new infrastructure in the path of rising seas is not where we should be investing
time and money. Nor should be be putting our wetlands at risk as they support a myriad
of species.

Also, l understand that ground water can be in short supply, so increased infrastructure
and demand will harm the existing population.

While jobs and tourist dollars are welcome, perhaps develop condos for golfers in the
town of Westport and have their clubhouse and activities there instead of in the State
Park.

Thankyou. #

| am writing to express my disapproval of the proposed predominantly private golf course
on Washington State Park land. That property was purchased with taxpayer money with
the intention it would be assessable to the public. Looking at the proposed plan | see all
along both sides of the waterfront areas proposed golf courses (not just one but two!).
This plan is destroying over 35 acres of fragile wetlands depended on by many species of
wildlife and creates a barrier between the open areas of the park and the water. Yes,
there is some additional parking, but those cliffs and the shoreline are facing extensive
erosion due to rising sea levels and King Tides. One good storm could wipe it all out.

Westpoint Light State Park is in your own words, "a 560 acre day use park with 1,215 feet
of shoreline, making it a popular destination for surfing, beach exploration, saltwater
fishing, crabbing, and clamming." This natural area was preserved and added to over
time with the intention that it remain a state park and open to the public. Destroying the
area's natural habitats for a few golfers is taking away hundreds of acres of public land
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from thousands for a few. That is a slap in the face to all who helped establish this park,
and all who enjoy using it today. | adamantly oppose the golf course! 2

| am against this proposal for many reasons
Environmental impact to the area

Impact on wildlife and habitat

Water usage

Limiting access

Please deny this proposal! 2

As a Washington resident who enjoys the great outdoors. | do not think the proposal of a
golf course in Westport Light State Park is in the best interest of use of our wildlife lands.
Not only because it will change the landscape and home to many species. Itis not
feasible to build in an area that will have such impact and possibility of not withstanding
Mother Nature. There is also much risk with chemicals and upkeep that are necessary for
the maintenance of a golf course that can effect the natural surrounding and the
creatures that call it home.

Please do not move forward with such plans. ¢

| am concerned that the proposed golf course will negatively and permanently harm the
existing ecology and limit citizen access to the natural environment. | believe the project
violates the Public Trust Doctrine. %

No golf course. Keep our public beaches. Aside from the environmental impacts, this
proposal will negatively impact currently existing tourism draws like surfing, shellfish
harvesting, birdwatching, and quiet coastal enjoyment. 28

While | understand the economic drivers that make the proposed golf course attractive
to hospitality and other businesses in Westport, | oppose moving this project forward.
Each year | purchase a State Parks Pass so that | can visit areas of natural beauty, with
the beach at Westport being my #1 destination. As a surfer, birdwatcher and
beachcomber, | value unspoiled access to the Washington coast. | choose not to visit
more developed areas like Ocean Shores and Long Beach because | want to be in nature.
A golf course will turn Westport Light into another overcrowded, manicured attraction. |
am also concerned about the adverse environmental impact that building and
maintaining a golf course will have on the Park. Pesticides will leach into the soil and the
ocean. The amount of water required to keep greens green will tax local supply, and
maintenance vehicles and equipment will cause noise and air pollution. Natural habitats
will be removed and, along with local infrastructure, will be impacted by more people
and their vehicles. We have a limited number of wild spaces in Washington, and the
coast at Westport is a prime example. Those who love the unique characteristics of the
Washington coast recreate there responsibly in order for all to enjoy it; building a golf
course in Westport results in recreation for the very few at a high environmental cost.
Thankyou. ®

| oppose this project °

| am writing to express my opposition to the plans to build a golf course at Westport State
Park. Golf is a very specific and limited use of public lands, and will prevent other users
from accessing or benefitting from the conservation of this part of the park. It will
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irreparably alter and damage critical coastal wetlands. This is a commercial use of state
park lands that is not consistent with the goal of conservation and preservation of these
treasured places for all users, present and future. %'

Hello,

My name is [x] and | am a Thurston County resident. | would like to voice my concern over
the Westport Light Planning Project. This project would destroy acres of wetlands that
provide valuable habitat for coastal wildlife, possibly jeopardize water quality due to
groundwater depletion from irrigation, and take away public land that is a valuable
resource for recreation. As a young adult, | would like to see the State Parks that have
been around me through my childhood to continue to flourish as oppose to being
developed, and | hope you fully consider public opinion when these impactful decisions
to our public lands are made.

Thank you, 32

Please don’t destroy the state park for a golf course. This is a one way door - if we turn
this park into a golf course we will never get this slice of nature back. We will lose
wetlands, introduce herbicides and pesticides into the environment and put people that
use the beach and other animals at risk. Protected natural lands are an endangered
species with a dwindling population - don’t make it worse!

Please do not convert any portion of the state park into golf courses. No sportis
inherently evil, but if one was, it would be golf. 3
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