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Re: Westport Golf Links Proposal for Westport Light State Park Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Washington State Parks Commission: 

The Washington Native Plant Society (WNPS) is a non-profit organization with 12 local chapters and 
2,500 members statewide. For 50 years, WNPS members have prioritized conservation of intact native 
plants and plant habitats for their intrinsic ecologic function and value. WNPS promotes native plant 
appreciation with a variety of educational and conservation activities that are open to the public. These 
activities include studying plants in their native habitats. Our botanizing activities often occur on state 
park lands in Washington, including coastal dunes and wetlands. 

We support selection of Alternative 3 – No Action in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS)  for the proposed Westport Golf Links at Westport Light State Park. We are concerned by the 
impacts of the proposed development on the rare riparian ecological community and rare lichens that 
currently occur at Westport Light State Park. 

According to the Washington Natural Heritage database, the park contains a known rare riparian 
ecological community: Element Occurrence ID: 10032 Shore Pine / Slough Sedge Swamp Forest 
(Pinus contorta var. contorta / Carex obnupta) classified G2/S1, one of the last remaining intact large-
scale interdunal wetlands in Washington. The park also contains a known rare nonvascular organism: 
Element Occurrence ID: 6577 Kaernefeltia lichen (Kaernefeltia californica) classified G3/S2. 

In addition, Siskiyou BioSurvey, a group of professional lichenologists, surveyed for rare lichens in 
2023 and prepared a report for Westport Golf Links. They found two Washington State-listed rare 
lichen species within the study area: Hypogymnia heterophylla and Kaernefeltia californica. Four 
additional rare lichens that are currently unranked in Washington but are rare or endangered in Oregon 
and/or British Columbia, were also found: Cladonia prolifica (OR S2; BC S3/S4), Collema 
furfuraceum var. luzonense (BC S2) Gabura insignis (OR S3) and Usnea rubicunda (OR S3; BC S2). 

Dr. Lalita Calabra, lead investigator for Siskiyou BioSurvey, concludes, based on her expert opinion 
and firsthand experience with conducting a detailed conservation assessment for Kaernefeltia 
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californica, that Westport Light State Park represents the only extant population of this species left in 
the state. 

Although they are not technically native plants, lichens are of interest and concern to WNPS since they 
closely interact with native plants by playing a role in nutrient cycling, air quality, and supporting other 
life forms on native plants. The rare lichens are shore pine dependent and indicators of the health of the 
overall rare ecological community. 

On page 3.2.4-43, the DEIS states: “WSPRC Commissioners will make a policy decision to determine 
whether WGL golf links development with proposed mitigation would avoid or restore rare lichen 
habitat within the park to an acceptable level.” This statement offers a false premise that rare lichen 
habitat can be restored. The mitigation measures proposed in the DEIS, such as wetland creation and 
rehabilitation on offsite properties, are not a viable substitute for conservation of intact, mature, 
undisturbed habitats that support rare and irreplaceable plant communities and lichen assemblages. 

Washington State Parks has policies that require it “to identify, protect and promote the recovery of all 
plant and animal species listed … by the Natural Heritage Program to be ‘species of concern.’ 
Specifically, State Parks will endeavor to inventory, to monitor, to restore, and to maintain species of 
concern and their habitats …” [Protecting Washington State Parks’ Natural Resources, August 2010, 
page 4.] Given the identified rare ecological community and rare lichens present at Westport Light 
State Park, his policy should direct Washington State Parks to select Alternative 3. 

Sincerely, 

Casey Leigh 
President 

President.leigh@wnps.org




