
January 22, 2026

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
Attn: Becki Ellison
PO Box 42650
Olympia, WA 98504

comments submitted electronically to commission@parks.wa.gov

Re: Westport Light State Park Planning Project

Dear Commission Members:

The Vancouver Audubon Society is a non-profit chapter of the National Audubon Society. Our 
members live in Clark, Skamania and Klickitat counties in Washington state. For over 50 years, we 
have worked to protect birds and the places they need using science, advocacy, education, and on-the-
ground conservation. By "bending the bird curve," we are working to help halt, and ultimately reverse, 
the decline of birds across the Americas.

Vancouver Audubon annually offers a three-day birding field trip to the Grays Harbor area. Our 
participants stay at lodgings in Westport, eat meals in Westport restaurants, take a charter boat trip to 
observe sea birds off the Washington coast and include Westport Light State Park as one of the birding 
stops on the field trip. Our members contribute to bird conservation by keeping records of bird species 
observed on field trips and advocating for protection of their habitats. We provided comments on the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Westport Golf Links proposal in 2025.

After reviewing the DEIS, we support selection of Alternative 3 – No Action for the proposed Westport
Golf Links at Westport Light State Park due to the impacts on the natural environment in a Washington 
state park.

In 2015, Washington State Parks received a grant for $1.9 million from the Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Program for the acquisition of 300 acres that joined together two smaller parks to create the 
603-acre Westport Light State Park. This addition consists of a mosaic of mostly undisturbed dunes and
wetlands, all connected hydrologically through the water table. Three major wetland types occur here: 
forested, shrub and emergent, all of them in good to excellent condition. The entire wetland mosaic is 
among the largest of its type along the Washington coast and is rare worldwide. As such, it is rated by 
the Department of Ecology as a Category 1 wetland complex.



The shore pine forest, beach, dunes and wetlands support 166 species of birds according to data 
recorded at eBird. The freshwater wetlands make the grass, shrub and woodland habitats particularly 
valuable to migratory birds. Excavation of uplands, clearing of forests and the filling or draining of 
wetlands to create the golf course could severely impact the quality of the wetlands, native plants and 
wildlife. The greens would be laid out like a necklace around the perimeter of the park with the driving 
range intruding deep into the interior. Although each proposed green is rather long and narrow, each has
a substantial edge adjacent to the surrounding vegetation. The golf course likely will cause habitat 
degradation in most of the park.

Sandy soils underlie the entire park so there is great connectivity among all the wetlands. During the 
wet season the wetlands act as lenses of the high water table and the water levels all sink together in 
dry months. Herbicides, pesticides and fertilizers applied to the greens will be transferred to wetlands 
through the water table. Likewise irrigation waters will alter the moisture regime in many of the 
wetlands, causing changes especially in the emergent vegetation. Invasive plants may enter into cleared
areas and move into native vegetation. All these factors may lead to significant changes in this 
landscape and degradation of the quality of this rare and valuable dune-wetland mosaic.

Sea level rise also threatens any development at Westport Light State Park. The Coastal Study Report 
commissioned by Washington State Parks evaluated shoreline retreat due to sea level rise. Between 
2002-2016, long term retreat was observed along the entire park shoreline. The report noted that sand 
was annually placed in the nearshore area immediately south of the jetty and in Half Moon Bay, and 
placed on the beach and dunes to fill two potential dune breaches in 2010 and 2012. These nourishment
actions likely reduced the observed shoreline retreat near the South Jetty.

The report warned that shoreline retreat due to sea level rise and dune erosion show that assets at the 
park, including the paved path, parking lot, and restroom facilities, could be at risk after 2030 under the
Moderate-Risk Scenario and this decade under the High-Risk Scenario. Erosion modeling of flooding 
due to both a 30- and 100-Year coastal storm could expand landward of the current open-coast dunes 
after 2060 under the Moderate-Risk Scenario and after 2050 under the High-Risk Scenario. Sea level 
rise and shoreline retreat likely will be significant issues for the proposed golf course development.

We also are concerned by the impacts of the proposed development on the rare riparian ecological 
community and rare lichens that currently occur at Westport Light State Park, which make this proposal
at odds with Washington State Park policies. According to the Washington Natural Heritage database, 
the park contains a known rare riparian ecological community: Shore Pine / Slough Sedge Swamp 
Forest (Pinus contorta var. contorta / Carex obnupta) classified G2/S1, one of the last remaining intact 
large-scale interdunal wetlands in Washington. The park also contains a known rare nonvascular 
organism: Kaernefeltia lichen (Kaernefeltia californica) classified G3/S2. The mitigation measures 
proposed in the DEIS, such as wetland creation and rehabilitation on offsite properties, are not a viable 
substitute for conservation of intact, mature, undisturbed habitats that support rare and irreplaceable 
plant communities and lichen assemblages.

Washington State Parks has policies that require it “to identify, protect and promote the recovery of all 
plant and animal species listed … by the Natural Heritage Program to be ‘species of concern.’ 
Specifically, State Parks will endeavor to inventory, to monitor, to restore, and to maintain species of 
concern and their habitats …” [Protecting Washington State Parks’ Natural Resources, August 2010, 
page 4.] Given the identified rare ecological community and rare lichens present at Westport Light 
State Park, this policy should direct Washington State Parks to select Alternative 3.



Finally, Washington State Parks belong to all residents. We recognize the importance of state parks’ 
role in supporting physical and mental well-being, regardless of race, identity, abilities or 
socioeconomic status. This includes ensuring that all visitors are welcome and have access to a well-
run park system. The proposed golf course, however, would cater to the small portion of the population,
primarily men between the ages of 19-39 who can afford to play golf. Families with children, hikers, 
birders, nature observers and other less intrusive users would be excluded from a substantial area of the
state park.

There are many other ways that Westport Light State Park could be developed with a more natural 
footprint. Some ideas include incorporating the existing dune trail into a loop trail; an interpretive trail 
highlighting natural features; an observation tower; a picnic area with nature play area; and volunteer-
guided bird and whale-watching walks.

This proposal brings up memories of the mid-1970s, when Washington State Parks entertained a similar
high end development proposal for Leadbetter Point at Willapa Bay. In about 1977, the Vancouver and 
Willapa Hills Audubon Societies jointly hosted a Leadbetter Point Conference in Seaview that 
convinced State Parks to designate Leadbetter Point as the first State Park Natural Area. Perhaps 
Westport Light State Park would be better served as a state park natural area.

In summary, the proposed conversion of this large, unique, largely undisturbed dunal wetland 
ecosystem to a commercial golf course concession is counter to the best public and conservation uses 
of this state park. We support selection of Alternative 3 – No Action.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment as the Commission considers this proposal.

Sincerely,

 

Susan Saul
Conservation Chair




