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May 29, 2016

Subject: Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park Comments RE: Lake Sammamish State Park
Management Plan

Dear Washington State Parks Planning Team,

I am writing in support of the Draft Lake Sammamish State Park Management Plan and its
thoughtful and appropriate approach to balancing recreation, public access, and ecological
restoration at Lake Sammamish State Park.

Lake Sammamish State Park is one of the region’s most valuable public spaces welcoming over
2.5 million visitors a year and serving multiple purposes simultaneously by providing accessible
and healthy outdoor recreational opportunities for a rapidly growing population while also
protecting critical habitat for salmon, kokanee, birds, and other wildlife. I appreciate that the
draft plan recognizes these goals are not mutually exclusive, but instead can reinforce one
another when approached carefully and collaboratively.

The plan’s emphasis on restoring habitat along creeks (Issaquah, Tibbetts, Laughing Jacobs...),
improving riparian conditions, enhancing shoreline resilience, and supporting kokanee and
Chinook recovery is especially important. These restoration efforts will strengthen ecological
health, improve water quality, increase climate resilience, and preserve the natural character that
makes the park a destination. Washington State Parks and its partners have already demonstrated
that restoration and recreation can coexist successfully through ongoing habitat projects and trail
improvements throughout the park including the various sites restored and maintained by the
Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park.

At the same time, we strongly emphasize the need to maintain and appropriately balance
high-quality low impact recreational opportunities including accessible trails, public beach
fronts, public boating access, picnicking, and family gathering spaces. As population growth
continues across King County, access to welcoming public outdoor spaces becomes even more
essential for community health and quality of life. The park’s recreational role should remain
central to its future while continuing to support the ecological restoration of the park’s natural
areas including the riparian buffer zones around salmon bearing streams and the significant
wetlands between the boat launch and the main park.

We appreciate the draft plan’s effort to support compatible recreational development that respects
sensitive habitat areas while still allowing people to experience and connect with nature. Friends
of Lake Sammamish State Park believes that public engagement with healthy natural
environments builds long-term support for continued conservation and stewardship of the park's
resources. Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park is encouraged that the plan outlines the need
for thoughtfully designed trails, improved interpretive signage, habitat buffers, and restoration
education can help park visitors better understand the importance of intact and restored habitat,
salmon recovery and watershed health.



The Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park would like to see budgets focused on appropriate
staffing levels to support continued public enjoyment of a clean and safe park as well as to
support summer interpretive programs at the park to help the public to connect with the park
surroundings.

Additionally, we are supportive of the incorporation of the draft Lake Sammamish State Park
Trails Plan that has been thoughtfully designed for the park. We have one concern about the
reroute of the Homestead trail as planned as it crosses heavily impacted wetland and requires at
least one creek crossing. We request that State Parks flag the proposed route and accompany
FLSSP trails committee members, interested Board Members, and the Executive Director on the
route before the route is approved. We welcome the opportunity to continue our partnership on
trails planning with park staff and look forward to implementation of projects that help support
accessibility throughout the park for public recreation and enjoyment. We are grateful for the
opportunity to support this planning process and appreciate the opportunity to work with WA
State Parks staff directly on this project.

The collaborative approach emphasizing the need for continued and renewed partnerships with
Tribes, local governments, nonprofit organizations(including Friends of Lake Sammamish State
Park), restoration partners, and community members is another major strength of the draft plan.
Long-term stewardship of Lake Sammamish State Park will require continued partnership and
adaptive management as environmental conditions and recreational demands evolve over time.
Continued and improved communications and emphasis on partnerships will only strengthen the
park's stewardship into the future.

Thank you for your time, communication and work on this important planning effort and for
recognizing that healthy ecosystems and vibrant public low impact recreation can and should
coexist at Lake Sammamish State Park. I encourage Washington State Parks to continue
advancing a balanced vision that protects habitat, supports salmon recovery, improves climate
resilience, and preserves meaningful recreational access for future generations. We look forward
to our continued partnership to support, enhance, promote, and restore Lake Sammamish State
Park.

Sincerely,

Jessica Schafer, on behalf of the Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park Board
Executive Director, Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park

***Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park (FLSSP) is a non-profit 501(c)(3), organization
dedicated to supporting, enhancing, and promoting Lake Sammamish State Park. The
organization was founded in 2013 by citizens interested in preserving, restoring, and
improving this natural environmental treasure.



