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Introduction 

Background 

Lake Sammamish State Park, hereafter referred to as the Park, is located in the northern portion of 
the City of Issaquah, at the southern tip of Lake Sammamish. Located within King County, 
Washington, the Park is situated north of Interstate 90 and southeast of US Highway 520. The 
primary access to the park is along NW Sammamish Road and East Lake Sammamish Parkway.  

Issaquah, Laughing Jacobs, and Tibbetts Creeks are present within the park boundaries. Wetland 
ecosystems comprise most of the Park. Additionally, the Park is home to a variety of species, 
including blacktail deer, bald eagles, and beavers. 

The Park is surrounded by suburban, urban, and commercial development, including the cities of 
Issaquah and Sammamish and unincorporated King County. Other cities and county recreation 
opportunities exist near Lake Sammamish including the City of Sammamish and King County 
managed parks like Pickering Farm and Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. King County 
owns and maintains the East Lake Sammamish Trail, an 11- mile trail that runs through 
Sammamish, Redmond, and Issaquah along the eastern shore of Lake Sammamish.  

Purpose and Need 

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission (State Parks) is developing the Trail Plan to 
help guide the development, management, and maintenance of the in-park trail system to enhance 
trail-based recreation experiences and opportunities while conserving the natural, cultural, 
historic, and viewshed resources. 

Relationship to Other Plans 

Past planning efforts help create a foundation for the Lake Sammamish Trail Plan by detailing 
previous efforts and aspirations while also contributing to the framework of this planning effort and 
document.  In addition, plans outside the agency that may either reflect local community interests 
or could apply to the Trail Plan are considered. 

Framing this planning process is the mission statement for State Parks, which reads:  

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission cares for Washington’s most treasured 
lands, waters, and historic places. State parks connect Washingtonians to their diverse natural and 
cultural heritage and provide memorable recreational and educational experiences that enhance 
their lives. 
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Lake Sammamish Management Plan 

The Trail Plan is a “step-down implementation plan” tiered from the updated Management Plan 
(2026). The trail goals, objectives, and subsequent trail management actions are consistent with 
the goals and management prescriptions outlined in the Management Plan.  

Land Classification 

The Classification and Management Planning “CAMP” process in State Parks includes a process that 
is designed to identify the natural, cultural, and recreation management issues affecting a park and 
recommend management approaches designed to address identified issues. The CAMP land 
classification map provides management guidelines for activities and developments that are 
appropriate and consistent with management objectives. This includes the development and type of 
trails and trail-based activities that may occur within different settings in a park. There are six CAMP 
designations, which are Recreation, Resource Recreation, Natural, Natural Forest, Natural Area 
Preserve, and Heritage. Refer to the Appendix for a detailed description of the Lake Sammamish 
State Park CAMP land classification areas.  

The existing in-park trails reside within the Recreation, Resource Recreation, and Natural areas of the 
Park (Table 1). Some trails also overlap multiple CAMP areas, which influences the level of 
development and resource protection measures that may be required for trail construction and 
maintenance.  

Table 1. Lake Sammamish State Park CAMP designation and affected trails 
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Land Classification Trails Affected Allowable Activities/Development 

Recreation 

Sunset Beach, Orchard 
Loop, Sammamish, Jogger’s 
Loop, Tibbetts Beach, Boat 

Launch, Wetland 
Interpretive 

Allow and provide for a wide variety of 
indoor and outdoor day, weekend, and 
vacation activities. Provision may be made 
for high intensity participation in trail use 
activities. Provide appropriate facilities 
and services for the participation and 
enjoyment of high concentrations of 
outdoor recreationists. 

Resource 
Recreation 

Orchard Loop, Issaquah 
Creek, Tibbetts Creek, Boat 

Launch, Homestead, 
Jogger’s Loop 

Provide opportunities for low- and 
medium-intensity recreational 
experiences including a variety of 
recreational trail experiences. 
Development shall be permitted to the 
extent necessary to serve allowed 
activities, including roads, interpretive 
trails, and hiking trails.  

Natural 
Wetland Interpretive, 

Issaquah Creek, 
Homestead, Orchard Loop 

Provide opportunities for outdoor 
recreation on designated trails. Those 
trails may be developed and used only to 
the extent that they do not significantly 
degrade the system of natural processes in 
a classified area. Development shall be 
limited to facilities required for health, 
safety and protection of users and features 
consistent with allowed activities. 

 

Redevelopment and Restoration Concept Plan (Master Plan) 

The Trail Plan is consistent with the Lake Sammamish State Park Redevelopment and Restoration 
Concept Plan (Master Plan), adopted in July 2007. The Master Plan established a long-term vision 
focused on modernizing park facilities while restoring and enhancing natural systems. Central to 
that vision is strengthening the connection between visitors and the park’s natural resources. Trail 
planning and management actions identified in this Plan directly support that framework, 
consistent with the updated Management Plan strategies. Trails are a primary means through which 
visitors experience wetlands, shoreline areas, and open space landscapes.  

By aligning trail standards, system improvements, and project prioritization with the updated 
Management Plan, this Trail Plan contributes to creating a 21st-century park model, which is one 
that balances high-quality recreation opportunities with stewardship of urban natural systems. 

Wetland, Stream and Lakeshore Restoration Plan 

The Trail Plan is consistent with and supports the Wetland, Stream and Lakeshore Restoration Plan 
(Watershed Company, 2005), which identifies Lake Sammamish State Park as a critical location for 
watershed protection and restoration due to its position at the mouth of Issaquah Creek. The 
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Restoration Plan emphasizes improving ecological function while enhancing the park’s value for 
both people and wildlife. 

Trail planning and management actions described in this Plan are designed to align with those 
restoration goals. Where feasible, trail realignments, surfacing, and decommissioning of redundant 
or poorly located segments will reduce habitat fragmentation and improve wetland and stream 
function. Project-level implementation will consider opportunities to integrate fish habitat 
improvements and shoreline restoration objectives identified in the Restoration Plan. 

City of Issaquah System of Parks Plan 

The Trail Plan aligns with the City of Issaquah’s System of Parks Plan (2024), which establishes a 
framework for strengthening connections among parks, neighborhoods, and regional open space 
systems. This Trail Plan will support the City’s “Green Necklace” concept, which envisions an 
interconnected network of parks and trails linking natural areas within the city and extending to 
surrounding jurisdictions.  

By strengthening physical and functional connections between the Park and the broader urban trail 
system, this Plan advances shared regional goals of expanding recreational access while protecting 
sensitive natural resources. 

Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission 2021-2031 Strategic Plan 

The Trail Plan advances the goals and strategies identified in the State Parks Commission’s Strategic 
Plan. Many of the Strategic Plan’s priorities directly inform trail management and implementation 
actions at Lake Sammamish State Park. Those include, but are not limited to: 

• Keep parks vibrant, accessible, and well cared for. 
• Provide customers with the facilities and experiences they want and expect. 
• Form partnerships with agencies, Tribes, non-profits and new stakeholders. 
• Develop new parks and amenities and improve trails and park services that meet the needs 

of a growing and increasingly diverse population. 
• Improve facility conditions through capital planning. 
• Preserve Washington’s cultural heritage.  
• Protect ecosystems and habitat for long-term sustainability.  

This Plan also incorporates climate resilience as a guiding principle when considering trail 
management objectives and actions. Anticipated changes in precipitation patterns, seasonal use, 
and visitor demand will be considered in trail design, materials selection, drainage strategies, and 
long-term maintenance planning.  

Washington State Recreation & Conservation Plan 

The Trail Plan is consistent with the Washington State Recreation & Conservation Plan (SCORP) 
2023–2027, which identifies statewide priorities for outdoor recreation access, habitat 
conservation, and system sustainability. 
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Survey findings regarding barriers to recreation throughout the State include factors such as 
crowding, limited time, environmental conditions, and access constraints, inform this Plan’s 
emphasis on improving connectivity, expanding access near population centers, and providing 
clear information and wayfinding. Identified participation drivers, including better community 
access and parking, are reflected in recommended trail management actions. 

In addition, the Park’s designation as a recreational asset of statewide significance for boating and 
leisure activities underscores the importance of a high-quality and interconnected trail system that 
supports these primary uses and enhances the overall visitor experience. 

Planning Context  

Trail Planning History 

After several years of effort, in 2022, the Friends of Lake Sammamish prepared a Draft 
Comprehensive Trails Plan (CTP) that identified trail deficiencies and opportunities for 
development, realignment, and system improvements within Lake Sammamish State Park. The 
Draft CTP proposed 14 trail-related improvement projects intended to enhance connectivity, safety, 
user experience, and resource protection. For a variety of reasons, the plan as proposed was not 
formally adopted by State Parks.  

The 2026 Management Plan guides park development, operations, and resource management. The 
management plan update presented an opportunity to update the Trails Plan to ensure that trail 
planning, management, and future improvements are aligned with established policy direction, 
management goals, and on-the-ground conditions. 

Park Visitation Data 

Annual park visitation fluctuates year to year but has increased substantially since 2021, reflecting 
the Park’s role as an urban interface serving nearby residential and employment centers. Visitation 
patterns indicate that the Park functions not only as a destination for recreation, but also as a key 
component of the local non-motorized transportation network. 

The majority of visits occur through the main entrance off NW Sammamish Road, which provides 
direct access to paved and soft-surface trail corridors commonly used for walking, running, and 
commuter bicycling. Additionally, peak visitation occurs on weekends (Saturday and Sunday), with 
the highest levels of use observed between 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm during the months of June, July, 
and August.  

Table 2. Annual Visits to Lake Sammamish State Park 

Year Annual Visits Percent Change from Previous Year 
2019 1,406,195 - 
2020 1,157,576 -19.4% 
2021 2,190,769 +89% 
2022 2,065,886 -5.7% 
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2023 2,098,329 +1.6% 
2024 2,147,252 +2.3% 
2025 2,436,372 +12.6% 

 

Land Management and Environmental Considerations 

Land Management and Ownership  

The Park encompasses 
approximately 531 acres and 
includes 6,858 feet of shoreline 
along the southern end of Lake 
Sammamish, all of which is 
managed by State Parks. 

Lands adjacent to the western 
boundary of the Park are owned by 
the City of Issaquah, where the 
Jogger’s Loop and Tibbetts Creek 
Trails extend onto city property. 
The City of Issaquah also owns 
land along the Park’s southeastern 
boundary, south of Issaquah 
Creek, including portions of the 
Homestead Trail. 

King County owns land east of the 
Park boundary, northeast of 
Issaquah Creek, where segments 
of the Issaquah Creek Trail 
traverse county property. King 
County also owns the 
Sammamish Trail, which is a 
paved trail that traverses along the 
southern boundary of the Park. 
Because of its proximity and the 
connections the trail provides, the 
Sammamish Trail is included in 
the inventory and assessment of 
this Trail Plan. 

Privately owned lands along the eastern edge of the Park consist primarily of condominium office 
spaces and include public access points to the Issaquah Creek Trail. 

Figure 1. Lake Sammamish State Park Map of surface ownership parcels 
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South of the Park boundary, across NW Sammamish Road, is Pickering Farm, a City of Issaquah 
park. Pickering Farm contains trail connections that link to the Sammamish Trail. Refer to Figure 1. 
for a map of specific surface ownership.  

Planning and Permitting 

Planning and permitting will be required for all site-specific projects prior to any ground-disturbing 
activities. This process will include project-level evaluation to confirm consistency with the 
Management Plan and applicable park management policies, identification of natural and cultural 
resources, and coordination with relevant regulatory agencies.  

Floodplain and Floodway Considerations  

The area surrounding Issaquah Creek is designated as a Regulatory Floodway by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, which overlaps with several trails, including the Issaquah Creek, Homestead, and 
Orchard Loop Trails. Trail development and activities in this area may be subject to no net rise standards 
and requirements. As additional consideration, the floodplain border extends past the floodway. 
Construction activities, including trails, would likely be subject to floodplain development permit 
regulations managed by the local jurisdiction, the City of Issaquah. All trail management actions with 
trails overlapping a floodplain or floodway will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to ensure regulatory 
criteria are met. 

Wetland Considerations  

The Park contains extensive wetland, stream, and associated buffer areas that are present within 
the trail system. Approximately 37% of the Park is considered wetland. These areas provide critical 
ecological functions, including flood storage, water quality protection, habitat connectivity, and 
support for aquatic and riparian species. As a result, trail planning and management within the Park 
must carefully balance recreational access with protection of these sensitive resources. 

A Wetland Stream Mitigation Study Report was carried out by the Watershed Company in 2017. The 
report produced a partial delineation of wetland and stream areas along with applicable buffer 
areas. These areas and their respective buffers are regulated by local, state and federal 
governments. The City of Issaquah regulates direct wetland and buffer impacts, Washington State 
Department of Ecology manages mitigation for wetlands in conjunction with the United State Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE), and USACE regulates direct wetland impacts.  

Any proposed trail construction, realignment, or major maintenance within wetland or stream 
buffer areas will require compliance with applicable federal, state, and local regulations and 
coordination with permitting agencies. 

Soils and Slopes Considerations 

Soils influence trail drainage, vegetation patterns, and the intensity level required for trail 
construction and long-term maintenance. Soil properties such as texture, permeability, and 
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seasonal saturation affect trail durability, compaction, and erosion potential. Soils play a key factor 
in determining appropriate trail alignment, surfacing, and drainage design. 

Soils within the Park are generally characterized by poor drainage and seasonal wetness (Table 3). 
Based on United States Department of Agriculture, soil classifications and erosion potential within 
the Park range from low to high depending on soil type, slope, and disturbance level. These 
conditions create constraints for trail development and necessitate careful siting, use of elevated 
or hardened surfaces where appropriate, and ongoing maintenance to minimize erosion and 
protect adjacent resources. Soil types and associated erosion concerns are summarized in the 
table below. 

Table 1. Soil Types at Lake Sammamish (United States Department of Agriculture, Web Soil Survey Map, accessed 
February 2026) 

 Major Soil Types Trails Affected Description  
Sammamish Silt 
Loam (0-2% slopes) 

Issaquah Creek, 
Tibbetts Creek, 
Homestead 

Located along Issaquah Creek and portions of 
Tibbetts Creek. These soils are considered 
somewhat poorly drained. Pronounced wetness 
limitations that require design considerations to 
address seasonal saturation.  

Bellingham Silt Loam 
(0-2% slopes) 

Issaquah Creek, 
Tibbetts Creek, 
Orchard Loop, 
Boat Launch 

Located along portions of Issaquah Creek and area 
adjacent to the soccer fields. These soils are 
considered poorly drained. Persistent wetness is 
generally unsuitable for trail development or 
requires elevated and/or imported materials to 
address poor drainage.  

Puget Silty Clay Loam 
(0-1% slopes) 

Tibbetts Creek, 
Boat Launch, 
Sunset Beach, 
Orchard Loop 

Located adjacent to the Sunset Beach parking area 
and administrative buildings. These soils are 
considered poorly drained. Persistent wetness is 
generally unsuitable for trail development or 
requires elevated and/or imported materials to 
address poor drainage. 

Trail Management Framework 

Trail Management Goals and Policies  

Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission Trail Goals and Policies 

The State Parks adopted Trail Goals and Policies (2004) document establishes general policies and 
guidance to trail planners and managers of State Parks-managed trail systems with regards to the 
development and use of non-motorized trails. The policies establish general trail planning 
parameters for the Trail Plan and are important to consider when developing an updated plan. In 
summary, it states that: 

• Trails must be appropriately designed, constructed, and maintained to effectively 
accommodate [intended] trail users. 
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• A variety of trail experiences will be furnished; from highly challenging trails desired by the 
most proficient users to trails that are highly accessible for users of diverse skill levels and 
physical abilities. 

• In larger parks, quality trail opportunities for pedestrians, bicyclists, dog-powered sport 
enthusiasts, and equestrians may be provided where suitable.  

• Standards to Reflect Use - Trails and related facilities are to be constructed and maintained 
to standards reflecting anticipated use, desired experience and natural resource protection. 
Trail information may be posted, where appropriate, along the trail using accepted standards. 

• Partnerships with Private Landowners - State Parks may explore the potential to manage 
private lands for trail use, including recreational leases on large tract forestlands and other 
partnership opportunities. 

• New trail opportunities will be identified and developed in state parks where equestrian, dog-
powered and/or bicycle use is determined to be appropriate. As trail plans are prepared for 
individual parks, locations will be identified for new and expanded equestrian, dog- powered 
sports and/or bicycling trails, where appropriate. Proposals for new and enhanced trails will 
be regularly included in the agency’s biennial capital budget requests. 

Trail Management Goals and Objectives for the Park 

Trail Management Goals for the Park are developed to complement the goals and policies identified 
in the Management Plan (2026), and State Parks’ Trail Goals and Policies (2004). These goals define 
the desired recreational experiences the trail system is intended to provide, while also guiding trail 
design, use, and management decisions. In addition, the goals inform maintenance and 
management prescriptions that support consistency, resource protection, user safety, and long-
term sustainability of the trail system, ensuring that desired conditions can be achieved and 
maintained over time. 

1. Balance visitor access, safety, and experiences with resource protection by tailoring 
trail types, widths, surfacing, and allowable uses in conjunction with wetland areas.  

2. Enhance and emphasize pedestrian-focused trail experiences and opportunities 
throughout the park.  

3. Protect wetland and floodplain function and water quality by locating, designing, and 
managing trails to avoid and minimize impacts to streams, wetland, and wetland 
buffers in accordance with state park policies and regulatory requirements.  

4. Utilize permeable surfacing materials, to the best extent possible, that support natural 
drainage, prevent erosion, and preserve vegetation buffers to minimize cumulative 
climate change impacts.  

5. Provide education and stewardship opportunities by incorporating interpretive elements 
that highlight wetland values, responsible recreation, and role of State Parks, partner 
groups, and Tribal sovereignty and histories.  

6. Coordinate with adjacent landowners and partner agencies to improve regional trail 
connectivity and access. 
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Per United States Forest Service (USFS), Trail Management Objectives (TMOs) synthesize and 
document the management intention for trails and provide basic reference information for 
subsequent trail planning, management, condition surveys, and reporting (Forest Service, 2016). 
TMOs are not static, but reflect the management intent and special considerations that are important 
for effective management of trails. TMOs will be updated if the management intent for the trail, 
special considerations, or other factors change, as decribed in the section below, Implementation 
Strategy.   

The majority of the Park trail system is managed for multiple use, allowing mountain biking and 
pedestrian uses, such as hiking and running. The following prohibited uses apply to all in-park trails: 
equestrian, motorized, and electric bicycles – Class II use.  

Electric bicycles are classifed into three catagories, Class I, II, and III. 
• Class I electric bicycle: an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance 

only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle 
reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour. 

• Class II electric bicycle: an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used 
exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that is not capable of providing assistance when the 
bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour. 

• Class III electric bicycle: an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance 
only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle 
reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour.  

Trail System Inventory and Assessment 

Trail System Inventory 

The Park contains eight miles of trail open to pedestrian uses (hiking, running) and bicycling, 
including Class I and III electric bicycles. Specific trail uses include leisure walking, trail running, and 
commuter bicycling.  

Inventory Methods 

Beginning in 2019, the Friends of Lake Sammamish initiated a review of existing information provided 
by State Parks staff, including maps, aerial imagery, and resource inventories addressing wetlands, 
soils, flooding, and other natural processes. This initial review was followed by an on-site evaluation 
of the Park’s trail system, which informed development of the draft CTP. 

In 2026, State Parks conducted an additional review of existing park conditions. This effort included 
generating random sampling points along the trail corridors to collect standardized trail condition 
data. There were a total of 34 sampling points along the trail corridors, which collected information 
pertaining to trail width, grade, cross slope, protrusion height, and tread and environmental 
degradation. The collected data was used to develop the following in-park trail profiles and assess 
existing trail conditions. No trails were identified for inventory and assessment within the Hans 
Jenson Group Camp area, which is located northeast of the boat ramp parking area.  



 

 LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK TRAIL PLAN | 14 
 

In-Park Trail Profiles  

The following section summarizes existing in-park trail conditions based on field observations and 
mapping data. Each trail profile identifies key physical and functional characteristics, including 
approximate length, average tread width, surface type, and observed site conditions (Table 4). 

Two trail types were identified in the inventory process, which include trails and access pathways. 
Access pathways are paved surfaces located at the Tibbetts and Sunset Beaches. These pathways 
are subject to the Americans with Disabilities Act due to serving as routes to recreational facilities 
and amenities, like parking areas and restrooms.  

In addition to basic dimensional information, the assessment documents notable features and 
constraints such as areas of erosion or rutting, root intrusion, slope conditions, user-created 
connections, and accessibility considerations. 

This inventory establishes a baseline understanding of existing trail conditions and informs future 
trail management actions. For detailed trail profiles and supporting documentation, refer to the 
Appendix.  
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Table 4. Lake Sammamish State Park Trail Profiles  

Trail Name Length (miles) Tread Width 
(feet) 

Predominant 
Surfacing Site Conditions 

Boat Launch 0.5 mi 5 ft Natural Trail with uneven, 
unstable tread 

Homestead 0.5 mi 4-11 ft Natural Trail with uneven, 
unstable tread 

Issaquah Creek 1.2 mi 5-34 ft Natural 

Trail with uneven, 
unstable tread 
and excessive 
widening  

Jogger’s Loop 1 mi 12 ft Natural Trail with uneven, 
unstable tread 

Orchard Loop 1.1 mi 6-14 ft Natural Trail with uneven, 
unstable tread 

Sammamish 1.2 mi 6-10 ft Concrete 

Access pathway 
that is barrier 
free but needs 
improved 
boardwalk 
surfacing and 
connectivity with 
adjacent trails 

Sunset Beach 0.8 mi 8-22 ft Aggregate 
Concrete 

Access pathway 
with minor tread 
protrusions 

Tibbetts Beach 0.9 mi 6-9 ft Aggregate 
Concrete 

Access pathway 
with minor to 
moderate tread 
protrusions 

Tibbetts Creek 0.5 mi 7 ft Asphalt 

Access pathway 
with minor 
vegetation 
encroachment 

Wetland 
Interpretive  0.2 mi 9-10 ft Boardwalk 

Trail with surface 
barriers caused 
by storm 
damages 

 

Trail Design and Standards 

Trail design parameters and standards are technical guidelines for design, construction, 
maintenance, and assessment of trail systems based on their designed used and trail class (Forest 
Service, 2008). There are five trail classes that are dependent on their designed use, which can be 
either hiker/pedestrian, pack and saddle, bicycles, motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, four-wheel 
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drive vehicles greater than 50 inches, cross-country ski, snowshoe, and snowmobile (Table 5). For 
this Trail Plan, only hiker/pedestrian designed use applies with bicycle use being secondary as a 
managed use. This is intended to discourage commuter cyclists from using in-park trails to avoid 
hiker biker conflict and direct bicycle traffic to the Sammamish Trail, which is a designated bicycling 
trail. Refer to Tables Five through Eight for trail classifications and their associated design 
parameters.  

Table 5. Lake Sammamish State Park Trail Classifications 

Trail Name Trail 
Class 

Single/Double 
Lane Designed Use Managed Use 

Boat Launch IV Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Homestead IV Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Issaquah Creek IV Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Jogger’s Loop IV Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Orchard Loop IV Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Sammamish V Double Bicycle Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Sunset Beach V Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Tibbetts Beach V Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Tibbetts Creek V Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

Wetland Interpretive  V Double Pedestrian/Hiker Pedestrian/Hiker, 
Bicycle 

 

Trail Classes IV (highly developed) and V (fully developed) are present within the Park. Tables 6 
through 8 define the design parameters for each trail class and establish the standards to which 
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these trails will be planned, designed, and maintained. Adherence to these standards ensures that 
each trail meets its intended management objectives and supports appropriate, sustainable use. 

Table 2. Trail Class IV Design Parameters for Hiker/Pedestrian Use 

Designed Use 
(Hiker/Pedestrian) Trail Class IV – Double Lane 

Tread Width  4-6 ft 

Surfacing 
Type  Native with improved sections of borrow or 

imported materials, minor roughness 
Protrusions  Less than 3 in; uncommon, not continuous  

Obstacles  8 in 

Grade 
Target Grade %  2-10% 

Short Pitch 
Maximum %  15% 

Cross Slope Maximum 10% 

Clearing Limits 
Height  8-10 ft 
Width  4-6 ft 

 

Table 7. Trail Class V Design Parameters for Hiker/Pedestrian Use 

Designed Use 
(Hiker/Pedestrian) Trail Class V – Double Lane 

Tread Width  7-10 ft 

Surfacing 
Type  Likely imported material, uniform, firm, and stable 

Protrusions  No protrusions 
Obstacles  No obstacles  

Grade 
Target Grade %  2-5% 

Short Pitch 
Maximum %  5% 

Cross Slope Maximum  3% 

Clearing Limits 
Height  8-10 ft 
Width  5-6 ft 
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Table 8. Trail Class V Design Parameters for Bicycle Use 

Designed Use 
(Bicycle) Trail Class V – Double Lane 

Tread Width  6-10 ft 

Surfacing 
Type  Likely imported material, uniform, firm, and stable 

Protrusions  No protrusions 
Obstacles  No obstacles  

Grade 
Target Grade %  2-5% 

Short Pitch 
Maximum %  8% 

Cross Slope Maximum  5% 

Clearing Limits 
Height  8-9 ft 
Width  6-8 ft 

 

Trail System Assessment 

Trail System Condition Rating  

In 2023, the Washington State Recreation & Conservation Office (RCO) developed a “Trail and 
Trailhead Data Definitions” report to, among other goals, “…standardize the formatting of trail data 
statewide.” For trail condition rating, RCO describes this as, “The physical state of the trail. For 
example, this field can indicate whether the trail segment requires any maintenance or more 
substantial repairs. The domain range is a grade (A-F) indicating from, “A - fully functional” to “F - 
needs new construction”. This condition rating aligns with the Federal Trails Data Standard.” 

Table 9 provides the condition ratings for each trail present within the Park, including the King County-
managed Sammamish Trail. These trail condition ratings will be utilized when determining project 
phasing and prioritization.  

Table 9. Lake Sammamish State Park Trail Condition Rating Summary 

Trail Condition Rating Meets Design Standards 
Boat Launch C No, unstable tread surfacing 
Homestead D No, unstable tread surfacing 
Issaquah Creek D No, unstable tread surfacing 
Jogger’s Loop C No, unstable tread surfacing 
Orchard Loop C No, unstable tread surfacing  
Sammamish B No, protrusion height exceeds standards 
Sunset Beach B No, protrusion height exceeds standards 
Tibbetts Beach B No, protrusion height exceeds standards 
Tibbetts Creek B Yes 

Wetland Interpretive  C No, protrusion height exceeds standards and 
unstable tread surfacing 
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Trailhead and Signage Inventory and Assessment 

Trailhead and Public Access  

The primary access points to the in-park trail system are located at the Tibbetts and Sunset Beach 
parking areas, which function as the park’s main trailheads and accommodate the highest 
concentration of visitor use. Secondary access is available from the Boat Launch parking area, the 
Soccer Fields, the Old Soccer Field parking area, and multiple connection points from the 
Sammamish Trail along NW Sammamish Road and East Lake Sammamish Parkway. 

Together, these locations create a system of formal and informal entry points that support both in-
park and regional trail connections (Table 10). 

Table 10. Lake Sammamish State Park Trailhead Inventory Summary 

Name Access Type Parking Available Signage Present 
Sunset Beach Primary Yes Yes 
Tibbetts Beach Primary Yes Yes 
Soccer Fields 3-9 Secondary Yes No 
Old Soccer Fields A-D Secondary Yes No 
Office Condominiums Secondary No Yes, minimal signage 
Boat Launch Parking Area Secondary Yes Yes 
Issaquah Creek/NW 
Sammamish Rd Secondary No Yes, minimal signage 

 

Trailhead and public access improvements at select locations throughout the Park could help 
better distribute visitation, reduce concentrated use at primary entry points, and alleviate parking 
demand in high-use areas, like Tibbetts and Sunset Beaches. While the secondary trailheads 
function as access points, they lack visual prominence and visitor orientation features typically 
associated with a designated trailhead. Establishing a clearly defined trailhead at the secondary 
locations will improve wayfinding and better distribute use within the park.  

Improvements could include the installation of a standard sign-panel kiosk consistent with existing 
signage to maintain visual continuity. Alternatively, a larger kiosk structure could be installed to 
accommodate expanded mapping, regulatory information, interpretive content, and community 
messaging. 

Trail-Related Signage  

A trail-related signage inventory was completed using Survey123 to document geographic locations, 
conditions, and photographic records for each sign. The inventory identified signage gaps, 
redundancies, and signs that are outdated, damaged, or no longer aligned with the existing trail 
system. These findings will be used to inform future management actions and to prioritize sign 
replacement, relocation, or new installations.  
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Trail signage is present throughout the park and includes a combination of trailhead kiosks and 
wayfinding signs. Wayfinding signage is generally provided on single posts and includes one to three 
inlay panels identifying trail names and directional information at key junction points (Figure 2). 
Trailhead signage typically consists of two-post kiosks with mounted panels that display trail maps 
and general orientation information (Figure 3).  

Trail-related signage within the Park is generally in good condition, which is comprised of 11 trail 
identification signs and five kiosk map panels. However, gaps along with key junctions for trail 
identification and wayfinding should be improved to improve visitor navigability within the Park. The 
following areas need additional wayfinding signage or relocation of existing trail signs for improved 
visibility:  

• Relocating trail identification signage at trail junctions near the orchard trees along the 
Orchard Loop Trail 

• Adding new trail identification signs along Jogger’s Loop Trail 
• Adding new trail identification signs along the Homestead Trail 

The maps displayed on existing kiosk panels are outdated and do not accurately represent the 
current in-park trail system. It is recommended the Park develop new maps after completion of the 
Homestead Trail and Boat Launch Connection Trail projects.   

New kiosks are recommended at the following locations:  

Figure 3. Wayfinding Map Figure 2. Wayfinding Sign 
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• Old Soccer Fields 
• Tibbetts Creek Trail entrance from the Sammamish Trail 
• Jogger’s Loop near Tibbetts Creek Bridge 
• Issaquah Creek entrance from the adjacent private property/office condominiums.  

Sign-related improvements will or are recommended with the following prioritization: (1) relocate 
Orchard Loop Trail signs to improve visibility and function, (2) install additional trail identification 
signs at key junctions, (3) update kiosk map panels to reflect current conditions, and (4) add new 
kiosk locations. Trail signage projects may be completed concurrently with applicable trail 
management action projects, as described in the section below.  

Refer to the Sign Inventory Map in the Appendix for specific sign locations present at the Park.  

Trail Management Actions 
 
Trail management actions are individual and independent projects intended to address gaps and 
deficiencies in existing trail conditions and standards to meet resource protection objectives, 
support high-quality user experiences, and improve trail connectivity. Recommendations for trail 
management actions are considered on the individual project scale while also considering overall 
circulation within the Park and connections to adjacent trail systems. These actions are informed 
by the International Mountain Bicycling Association’s (IMBA) Trail Solutions (2004), which 
emphasize sustainable design, enjoyable trail experiences, and long-term manageability for 
pedestrian and biking trails. IMBA provides the most current trail design standards for multi-use 
trails, which are used in conjunction with USFS trail standards for the assessment of trails and trail 
management actions present within this plan.  In developing these management actions, 
environmental, social, and economic sustainability were key considerations. Together, these 
considerations help ensure that trail projects are designed to be durable, engaging, and feasible to 
maintain over time. For the projects listed below, the scope and scale may be refined during review 
and implementation. These actions are intended to guide the development and improvement of the 
in-park trails. No trail management actions were identified within the Hans Jensen Group Camp 
Area.  

In summary, the following action items consolidate the trail management objectives that are listed 
below:   

1. Establish new or renamed trails and trailheads 
2. Construct a new connecting trail from the Orchard Loop to the Homestead Trail and 

decommission the closed Homestead Trail through the Washington Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) mitigation site.  

3. Construct viewpoint(s) trail spur from Issaquah Creek  
4. Construct a trail extension of the Boat Launch Trail parking area towards East Lake 

Sammamish Parkway 
5. Decommission the northwestern segment of the Issaquah Creek Trail 
6. Decommission the northwest segment of the Tibbetts Beach Trail 
7. Replace Tibbetts Creek Bridge 
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8. Replace Issaquah Creek Bridge  
9. Implement segments of boardwalk surfacing along the Boat Launch Trail 
10. In conjunction with the City of Issaquah and King County, improve surfacing and extend 

connectivity of the Sammamish Trail 
11. Improve trail surfacing through elevating surfacing of imported fill material and turnpike 

constructions of unpaved trails throughout the Park  
12. Repair tread degradation from storm damage along the Wetland Interpretive Trail  

1. Trail Naming 

Trails and trailheads within the Park contain names that reflect their natural or geographical 
context. Some trails and trailheads could benefit from renaming, and others have no established 
name. As time and resources allow, the State Park will work on establishing new names. All naming 
and renaming efforts shall follow State Parks Commission Policy 72-14-1, Naming of Parks, 
Structures, and Features within State Park Areas (2014), which provides direction on the naming of 
features, including trails, within State Park Areas. Per the policy, preference shall be given to 
geographic locations, culturally significant events and places, or geologic features, with botanical 
or biological references also considered. 
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New Construction 

New construction projects are the building of new trails where none previously existed.   

2. Homestead Trail  

The northern segment of the 
Homestead Trail is currently closed 
due to its alignment through a WSDOT 
wetland mitigation site. To maintain 
trail system connectivity while 
protecting the mitigation area, a new 
connecting trail will be constructed to 
provide a route that connects with the 
remainder of the in-park trail system. 

Although the closed northern segment 
is extensively blocked with vegetative 
debris and split-rail fencing, visitors 
continue to access the area and have 
installed makeshift wooden boards 
across wetland sections, resulting in 
continued resource impacts. 
Realigning the trail will provide a 
designated alternative route and 
reduce unauthorized use of the closed 
segment. 

The proposed trail construction will 
shift the Homestead Trail south to 
connect with Orchard Loop. 
Implementation will require selective 
vegetation clearing within the new trail 
corridor, construction of a defined trail 
tread, elevated surfacing using either 
imported fill material or turnpikes, and potential segments of boardwalks. The realigned segment 
will be approximately 800 feet in length. The existing closed segment, approximately 955 feet, will 
remain closed, with additional split-rail fencing installed at the southern access point to reinforce 
closure and prevent further encroachment. 

 

 

Figure 4. Map of the proposed Homestead Trail realignment 
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3. Issaquah Creek Viewpoints 

A key recreational experience along the Issaquah Creek Trail is immersion in a natural setting, 
including opportunities to observe and learn about native wildlife and riparian ecosystems. Visitors 
are naturally drawn to views of Issaquah Creek and will create informal social trails to access 
viewpoints of the creek.  

To accommodate the desired experience while protecting surrounding resources, this action 
proposes construction of short, designated trail spurs from the Issaquah Creek Trail to a defined 
scenic viewpoint overlooking Issaquah Creek. The spur trails will be short segments and delineated 
with fencing to limit foot traffic to the established corridor and prevent impacts to natural 
resources. This also provides an opportunity to implement interpretive signage highlighting the 
wetland habitat and wildlife.  

No specific locations for the trail spurs are identified at this time but will be addressed on a case-
by-case basis that minimize, to the best extent possible, potential impacts to natural resources.  
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4. Boat Launch Trail Connection 

The Boat Launch Trail is currently 
accessed from the Issaquah Creek Trail 
near the Sunset Beach Parking Area and 
from the Boat Launch Ramp and Parking 
Area. At present, the trail does not connect 
to the East Lake Sammamish Trail along 
East Lake Sammamish Parkway, limiting 
regional connectivity and requiring 
pedestrians to navigate areas with vehicle 
and boat traffic. 

This action will propose extending the Boat 
Launch Trail approximately 1,000 feet 
around the perimeter of the parking area to 
create a direct connection to the East Lake 
Sammamish Trail. The connection will set 
back far enough from the access road to 
ensure there are no conflicts with vehicles 
and/or trailers. The connection will provide 
a separate pedestrian route, reducing 
conflicts with vehicles and boat launch 
operations while improving safety and 
circulation within the Boat Launch Area. 
Establishing this connection will 
strengthen access to Issaquah’s regional 
trail system and support safe, continuous 
travel between park destinations and 
surrounding community trails. 

State Parks is currently working on the Boat Launch Redevelopment project to improve the parking 
lot and boat ramps in this area. The Boat Launch Trail Connection will be incorporated into the 
design and development of this project.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Map of proposed Boat Launch Trail connection 
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Decommissioning and Closures 

Decommissioning and closing trails are the physical breaking up of tread and prohibiting trail-based 
recreational activities due to significant environmental or safety concerns. Trails that are 
decommissioned will be restored to native vegetation appropriate to the location.  

5. Northwestern Segment of Issaquah Creek Trail 

The northern segment of the 
Issaquah Creek Trail is currently 
closed to public access at the 
junction with the bridge crossing 
Issaquah Creek. Closure has 
been implemented using 
vegetative debris and logs placed 
across the entrance to the trail 
corridor. This segment was 
closed due to its location within a 
wetland and its designation 
within the CAMP “Natural” land 
classification area, where 
protection of ecological function 
and habitat quality is a 
management priority. Despite 
these measures, visitors have 
continued to access the closed 
segment by creating informal 
paths around the debris. 
 
To more effectively deter 
unauthorized use and support 
wetland recovery, new split-rail 
fencing, consistent with existing 
park fencing, will be installed at 
the closure point in place of the 
current debris. In addition, the 
existing trail tread, approximately 
1,280 feet, within the closed 
segment will be loosened and naturalized with scattered vegetative debris and native plantings to 
eliminate the appearance of a defined trail. These actions are intended to discourage continued 
use, prevent the formation of social trails, and allow native vegetation to re-establish within the 
former trail corridor and adjacent wetland area. 

Figure 6. Map of closed Issaquah Creek Trail 
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6. Northwest Segment of Tibbetts Beach Trail 

The northwest segment of the 
Tibbetts Beach Trail extends beyond 
the beach into a wetland area and 
terminates at a dead end near the 
lake shoreline. This segment, 
approximately 255 feet, has 
experienced trampling and widening 
due to visitors creating informal 
paths through the wetland. 
Continued use has resulted in 
degradation of wetland function and 
habitat quality. 

This trail segment will be closed and 
decommissioned, as it does not 
provide a functional connection or 
recreational benefit. Access to the 
segment will be blocked with split-
rail fencing consistent with existing 
park fencing to clearly indicate 
closure and prevent further 
encroachment into the wetland. 
Because no defined trail tread exists 
within this segment, no additional 
tread decommissioning will be 
required.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Map of closed Tibbetts Beach Trail 
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Boardwalks and Bridge Crossings  

Boardwalk and Bridge projects are repair or installation of structures, including supports, erected 
over a depression (stream, river, chasm, canyon, or road) and having a deck for carrying trail traffic. 
These structures are designed to benefit the environment by allowing recreation and trails to pass 
through and across wetlands and streams without impeding hydrological functions and minimizing 
impact on the surrounding habitat.  

7. Issaquah Creek Bridge and 8. Tibbetts Creek Bridge 

Winter storms have caused damage to both the Tibbetts Creek and Issaquah Creek bridges. 
Damages to the Tibbets and Issaquah Creek bridges were severe enough to warrant their closures 
preventing access from Tibbetts Creek Trail to Jogger’s Loop, and Sunset Beach to the Boat Launch 
Trail. Visitors are required to go from Tibbetts Creek down Sammamish Trail to access Jogger’s Loop 
and the adjacent softball fields. Connectivity between Sunset Beach and the Boat Launch Area is 
now inaccessible, requiring visitors to either drive or walk along Northwest Sammamish Road to 
access the other side of the Park.  

The proposed action will be to repair and replace the bridges to accommodate pedestrian, 
bicyclist, and administrative off-road vehicle access.  

Figure 8. Map of closed Tibbetts Creek Bridge Figure 9. Map of closed Issaquah Creek Bridge 
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9. Boat Launch Trail Boardwalk  

Portions of the segment of the Boat 
Launch Trail traverse the mapped 
wetland area where saturation has 
resulted in tread erosion, rutting, and 
widening of the trail corridor. These 
conditions are contributing to resource 
degradation and increasing the risk of 
impacts to the adjacent wetland 
habitat. 

To address these concerns and protect 
the surrounding sensitive area, 
approximately 715 linear feet of 
elevated boardwalk will be considered 
split between into different segments, 
as needed to address wetland 
concerns. The boardwalk will confine 
travel to a defined surface, improve 
user safety and accessibility, reduce 
ongoing maintenance needs, and 
minimize further disturbance to the 
wetland habitat.  

This trail would be designed to meet 
pedestrian design parameters to 
discourage commuter cyclists from 
utilizing this trail to cross through the 
Park. However, the trail would not be 
closed to bicyclist use.  

Additionally, this trail section may 
benefit from interpretive panels to provide environmental education opportunities on the native 
wildlife and wetland habitat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10. Map of proposed boardwalk improvements along the Boat Launch 
Trail 
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Repairs and Improvements 

Repair and improvements projects restore damaged or degraded trail corridors and return to their 
desired standards.  

10. Sammamish Trail Surfacing 

The Sammamish Trail is a King County-managed trail that is often used for commuter bicycling or 
walking and running leisure activities. It is a heavily utilized corridor that serves both Park visitors 
and regional users traveling through the City of Issaquah. As a shared-use trail that functions for 
recreation and transportation, the trail requires maintenance and design standards to support safe 
and efficient travel. Several segments of the corridor currently exhibit surfacing and connectivity 
deficiencies that reduce overall navigability and user safety. 

Boardwalk sections along the trail become slippery during wet or icy conditions, creating safety 
concerns for pedestrians and bicyclists. In some locations, wire mesh has been attached to the 
boardwalk to improve traction. However, portions of the mesh are lifting and creating additional 
hazards due to exposed metal edges. Asphalt segments of the trail are also experiencing cracking 
and uplift caused by underlying tree root intrusion, resulting in uneven tread conditions. 

At the Park entrance along Northwest Sammamish Road, the trail crosses the vehicular access 
point without a designated crosswalk, creating potential conflicts between motorists and trail 
users. Additionally, the Sammamish Trail currently terminates at the softball fields, requiring users 
to either turn around or continue along Northwest Sammamish Road, which lacks adequate 
shoulder width for safe pedestrian or bicycle travel. 

To address these issues, coordination with the City of Issaquah will be recommended to evaluate 
resurfacing improvements, replacement or rehabilitation of boardwalk sections, installation of 
appropriate crossing measures, and potential extension of the trail to improve safety, accessibility, 
and regional connectivity. The City of Issaquah is currently proposing extending the trail into the 
neighborhood to the west past the softball fields. If pursued, State Parks will assess trail 
connections from Sammamish Trail onto Jogger’s Loop. This connection may be done either on 
State Parks Property or through the City-managed section of Jogger’s Loop. 
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11. Improved Trail Surfacing 

With the exception of Tibbetts Beach and Sunset Beach, most in-park trails consist of mowed 
pathways with limited or indistinct tread. In many areas, vegetation encroachment has obscured 
the defined trail surface. Combined with seasonally wet soil and adjacent wetland habitats, these 
conditions contribute to tread widening, rutting, and resource impacts. 

 In the past, mulch has been applied to address standing water, muddy sections, and runoff. While 
this approach can provide short-term stabilization, over time the accumulation of organic material 
and vegetative debris can break down, contributing to soft tread conditions and ongoing corridor 
degradation. The Issaquah Creek Trail is specifically experiencing significant tread degradation from 
these issues. Many of these trails also accommodate a mix of uses, including pedestrian travel, 
bicycles, and periodic administrative vehicle access. This range of use, particularly under wet 
conditions, further influences tread wear and environmental impacts. 

To address these conditions, trail tread improvements will be implemented to establish a more 
durable and defined corridor. Potential measures may include, but are not limited to reestablishing 
a defined tread by shaping and benching the soil, removing encroaching vegetation, importing 
suitable base materials to stabilize and elevate the trail surface including construction of turnpikes 
where feasible outside of wetland and wetland buffer areas or floodway and floodplain areas, and, 
and installing drainage features such as water bars, grade reversals, or bottomless culverts to 
manage runoff and reduce erosion.  

Trail specific surfacing would be addressed on a trail-by-trail basis during the permitting process to 
ensure improved surfacing practices are compatible with wetlands, wetland buffers, floodways, 
and floodplain areas.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK TRAIL PLAN | 32 
 

12. Wetland Interpretive Trail Storm Damage 

The surfacing of the Wetland 
Interpretive Trail is predominantly 
comprised of boardwalks. 
However, the initial trail segment 
surfacing is comprised of asphalt 
and crushed aggregate. This 
segment has experienced severe 
erosion from winter storms. 
Undercutting is present along the 
asphalt edges, which is causing 
surface deterioration and 
crumbling. In the crushed 
aggregate trail sections, 
concentrated runoff is flowing 
down the center of the trail 
corridor. This drainage pattern 
results in rutting and ongoing 
surface erosion to the trail.  

The proposed action will repair 
and improve the surfacing along 
approximately 280 feet of the 
Wetland Interpretive Trail. Work 
may include importing crushed 
aggregate or similar material to 
stabilize the tread and reinforce 
the trail edges. Additional 
armoring along the lakeshore 
side of the trail may be installed 
to reduce the potential for future 
storm related damage. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11. Map of Wetland Interpretive Trail 
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Implementation Strategy  

Project Phasing 

The Trail Plan provides a framework to guide the full lifecycle of trail projects, from planning through 
implementation. Projects will be implemented based on safety considerations, the need to mitigate 
environmental impacts, and their ability to enhance user experiences. Trail management actions 
vary in complexity and cost. Priority will be given to projects with low condition ratings and those 
that do not meet established design standards.  

Project prioritization may shift over time due to unanticipated changes, including changes in use or 
demand, environmental conditions, funding opportunities, or outcomes from completed trail 
projects. An adaptive management approach will be used to respond to these changes through 
ongoing trail monitoring. The adaptive management process is used to evaluate trail conditions and 
performance against established standards and objectives. This will include annual to biannual 
trail condition assessments conducted by State Parks or trained partners to ensure trail 
management goals and objectives are being met, and to adjust objectives or management 
strategies as recreational use patterns or environmental conditions evolve. All estimated project 
costs are preliminary and based on assumptions made in 2026. All estimated costs are subject to 
change.  

The following trail management projects will be prioritized on the following basis:  
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Table 11. Lake Sammamish Trail Project Prioritization 
 

Project Description Estimated Cost* Funding Source/s 

Homestead Trail 
Construction   

• New construction of the 
Homestead Trail to 
Orchard Loop. 

• Decommission the 
closed portion.  

$200,000 Department of 
Commerce Grant 

External Partnerships  

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 

Issaquah Creek Trail 
Repair and 
Decommissioning  

• Improve trail surfacing 
within imported fill 
materials and fence 
delineation. 

• Construct an overlook 
trail spur towards creek. 

• Decommission northern 
segment of trail 
corridor.  

$600,000 RCO Grant 

External Partnerships  

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 

Tibbets Creek 
Bridge 

• Repair and replace the 
bridge and/or bridge 
components.  

$2,000,000 Park Capital  

RCO Grant 

Issaquah Creek 
Bridge 

• Repair and replace the 
bridge and/or bridge 
components. 

$2,000,000 Park Capital  

RCO Grant 

Tibbetts Beach Trail 
Decommissioning 

• Decommission 
northwest trail segment 
that extends into 
wetland. 

• Install split rail fencing 
to prevent further 
encroachment.  

$10,000 Park Operations 

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 

Boat Launch Trail 
Extension 

• Extend the Boat Launch 
Trail around the parking 
area towards the 
entrance into the Boat 
Ramp Area.  

$200,000 RCO Grant (Boat 
Launch Development 
Project) 

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 
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Boat Launch Trail 
Boardwalk and 
Surfacing  

• Construct ~715 linear ft 
of elevated boardwalk 
over wetland areas. 

• Improve trail surfacing 
of remaining trail 
segment through 
imported fill materials.  

$700,000 RCO Grant 

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 

Homestead and 
Orchard Loop Tread 
Improvements  

• Reshape and bench trail 
tread to establish 
defined corridors. 

• Remove encroaching 
vegetation. 

• Import fill materials to 
establish stable tread. 

• Install drainage features 
(water bars, grade 
reversals, culverts). 

$500,000 RCO Grant 

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 

Jogger’s Loop Tread 
Improvements 

• Reshape and bench trail 
tread to establish 
defined corridors. 

• Remove encroaching 
vegetation. 

• Import fill materials to 
establish stable tread. 

• Install drainage features 
(water bars, grade 
reversals, culverts). 

$200,000 State Parks and City- 
managed project 

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 
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Sammamish Trail 
Surfacing and 
Extension  

• Resurface boardwalk 
sections and 
remove/replace wire 
mesh. 

• Repair concrete 
sections that are 
experiencing root 
intrusions.  

• Install designated 
crosswalk at park 
entrance on NW 
Sammamish Rd 

• Evaluate trail extension 
beyond softball fields to 
improve regional 
connectivity 

• Coordinate 
improvements with City 
of Issaquah and King 
County 

$1,500,000+ Non-State Parks-
managed project 

Other external 
source/s (grants, 
partnerships) 

* All estimated project costs are preliminary and subject to change. 
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ABBREVIATIONS  
 

CAMP Classification and Management Planning 
CTP Comprehensive Trails Plan 
IMBA International Mountain Bicycling Association 
Master Plan Lake Sammamish State Park Redevelopment and Restoration Concept Plan 
RCO Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office 
SCORP Statewide Comprehensive outdoor Recreation Plan 
State Parks Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 
TMOs Trail Management Objectives 
USACE United State Army Corps of Engineers 
USFS United States Forest Service 
WAC Washington Administrative Code 
WSDOT Washington State Department of Transportation  
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APPENDIX 

Trail Definitions  

The following trail terminology are defined here to ensure consistent understanding of trail 
management and maintenance (FSH 2309.18, 2008).  

Managed Use: a mode of travel that is actively managed and appropriate on a trail, based on 
its design and management. 

Design Use: the single Managed Use of a trail that requires the most demanding design, 
construction, and maintenance parameters and that determines which Design Parameters will 
apply to a trail. 

Prohibited Use: a mode of travel prohibited by a legal order. 

Tread Width: The tread width determined to be appropriate to accommodate the Managed 
Uses of a trail. 

Clearing Limit: The area over and beside the trail tread that is cleared of trees, limbs, and other 
obstructions.  

Clearing Height: The height of the clearing limit measured vertically from the trail 
tread. 

Clearing Width: The width of the clearing limit measured perpendicular to the trail. 

Cross Slope: The percentage of rise to length when measuring the trail tread from edge-to-
edge perpendicular to the direction of travel. 

Trail Grade: The ascent or descent of a trail segment expressed as a percentage of its length. 

Short Pitch Maximum: The steepest grade that is determined to be appropriate based on the 
Managed Uses of a trail, that generally occurs for a distance of no more than 200 feet. 

Design Surface: The trail tread surface, defined in terms of surface type, surface protrusions, 
and surface obstacles, that is determined to be appropriate to accommodate the Managed 
Uses of a trail. 

Surface Protrusions: Trail tread imperfections, such as rock, roots, holes, stumps, steps, and 
structures, that are within the acceptable range of tread roughness and challenge level for the 
trail and that do not obstruct the Managed Uses of the trail. 

Surface Obstacles: Trail tread imperfections, such as rocks, roots, holes, stumps, steps, 
downed logs, and structures, that are beyond the acceptable range of tread roughness and 
challenge level for the trail and that obstruct one or more Managed Uses of the trail. 
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In-Park Trail Profiles 

Trail Name/Number Tibbetts Creek/1 
Length 2,567 ft / 0.5 mi 

Tread Width 7 ft 
Average Grade % 1.5% 

Average Cross Slope % 1% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 2% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 0 in 
Surfacing  Aggregate Concrete 

Tread Degradation  Vegetation encroachment, missing rails on fencing 
Environmental Degradation  n/a 

Accessibility Barriers n/a 
 

Trail Name/Number Jogger’s Loop/2 
Length 5,197 ft / 1 mi 

Tread Width 12 ft 
Average Grade % 2% 

Average Cross Slope % 5.5% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 2% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 0.5 in 
Surfacing  Crushed aggregate/natural 

Tread Degradation  Vegetation (grass) encroachment over tread, mowed path, 
erosion, standing water, gopher holes 

Environmental Degradation  Portion of trail navigates through City of Issaquah property, 
which contains four culverts not properly sited causing erosion 
concerns. 

Accessibility Barriers Unstable and uneven tread 
 

Trail Name/Number Orchard Loop/3 
Length 5,933 ft / 1.1 mi 

Tread Width 6-14 ft 
Average Grade % 2.5% 

Average Cross Slope % 3% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 4% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 1 in 
Surfacing  Aggregate Concrete/Natural 

Tread Degradation  Mowed path, gopher holes, and mulch over natural surfacing 
resulting in erosion concerns. Uplift and cracking present on 
asphalt surfacing. 

Environmental Degradation  Excessive widening into adjacent vegetation.  
Accessibility Barriers Unstable and uneven tread.  

 

Trail Name/Number Sammamish/4 
Length 6,333 ft / 1.2 mi 



 

            LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK TRAIL PLAN | 41 
 

Tread Width 6-10 ft 
Average Grade % 1% 

Average Cross Slope % 1% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 1% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 0.5 in 
Surfacing  Concrete/crushed aggregate/boardwalk 

Tread Degradation  Vegetation (grass) encroachment, uplift and cracking from 
underlying roots, wire mesh surfacing on boardwalks is 
uplifting. 

Environmental Degradation  n/a 
Accessibility Barriers Uplifting and cracking asphalt resulting in uneven tread. 

 

Trail Name/Number Homestead/5 
Length 2,423 ft / 0.5 mi 

Tread Width 4-11 ft 
Average Grade % 3% 

Average Cross Slope % 2% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 5% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 2 in 
Surfacing  Natural 

Tread Degradation  Exposed roots, erosion and standing water, encroaching 
vegetation (standing and down tree limbs). 

Environmental Degradation  Excessive widening into adjacent vegetation.  
Accessibility Barriers Unstable and uneven tread causing protrusions and excessive 

soil wetness. 
 

Trail Name/Number Issaquah Creek/6 
Length 6,577 ft / 1.2 mi 

Tread Width 5-34 ft 
Average Grade % 2% 

Average Cross Slope % 2% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 3% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 1 in 
Surfacing  Crushed aggregate/natural  

Tread Degradation  Mowed path, encroaching vegetation, trail braiding and 
widening, mulch over standing water, soil decomposition, 
rutting, litter/trashing dumping, social trails towards private 
property. Portion of trail through private property contains 
scattered and broken pieces of PVC piping.  

Environmental Degradation  Lack of defined tread resulting in excessive widening and 
braiding of social trails, and loss of adjacent vegetation.  

Accessibility Barriers Unstable and uneven tread. 
 

Trail Name/Number Boat Launch/7 
Length 2,394 ft / 0.5 mi 

Tread Width 5 ft 
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Average Grade % 3% 
Average Cross Slope % 2% 

Short Pitch Maximum % 5% 
Maximum Protrusion Height 0 in 

Surfacing  Crushed aggregate/natural 
Tread Degradation  Erosion, trail rutting from bikes, vegetation encroachment.  

Environmental Degradation  Soil, wetland erosion.  
Accessibility Barriers Unstable and uneven tread. 

 

Trail Name/Number Sunset Beach/8 
Length 4,280 ft / 0.8 mi 

Tread Width 8-22 ft 
Average Grade % 0.2% 

Average Cross Slope % 1% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 1% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 1 in 
Surfacing  Concrete, Natural 

Tread Degradation  Concrete segments of trail in good condition, natural tread 
segment has no erosion control and widening. 

Environmental Degradation  Widening of trail along natural tread segment. 
Accessibility Barriers Natural tread segment is not accessible due to wetness 

unstable tread causing protrusions and excessive soil 
wetness. 

 

Trail Name/Number Tibbetts Beach/9 
Length 4,615 ft / 0.9 mi 

Tread Width 6-9 ft 
Average Grade % 0.6% 

Average Cross Slope % 0.8% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 1% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 2 in 
Surfacing  Aggregate Concrete 

Tread Degradation  Uplift of tread surfacing from underlying tree roots. 
Environmental Degradation  Loss of vegetation along trail edges.  

Accessibility Barriers Excessive protrusion height from uplifting tree roots under 
surfacing. 

 

Trail Name/Number Wetland Interpretive/10 
Length 1,221 ft / 0.2 mi 

Tread Width 9-10 ft 
Average Grade % 1% 

Average Cross Slope % 1.3% 
Short Pitch Maximum % 2% 

Maximum Protrusion Height 2.5 in 
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Surfacing  Compacted Aggregate/Boardwalk/Natural 
Tread Degradation  Natural tread is experiencing erosion and stabilized aggregate 

is experiencing undercutting of tread and erosion runoff down 
trail.  

Environmental Degradation  Loss of vegetation along natural trail corridor at northern end 
of trail. 

Accessibility Barriers Excessive protrusion height, unstable tread from erosion 
runoff, various surfacing types.  
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Background on Lake Sammamish Trails 

The following provides a brief narrative on the trails present at the Park, courtesy of Friends of Lake 
Sammamish State Park, Richard Benson (May 2019). 

Tibbett’s Creek Trail 

The northern end of the Tibbett’s Creek Trail, near the crosswalk over NW Sammamish Road, was 
constructed in 1997 when the Washington Department of Natural Resources built the office building 
across the street from the park. When Western Wireless later occupied the building, it became 
apparent that there was insufficient on-site parking. The company approached park staff to request 
permission for employees to park within the park. At that time, Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 
limited parking to park users only. Western Wireless offered to pay for employee parking, prompting 
park and regional staff to pursue a contractual agreement. This required a change to the WAC, which 
was ultimately approved. Subsequent tenants of the building have maintained similar parking 
agreements. 

The most direct pedestrian route between the parking lot and the office building followed the alignment 
of the existing trail. The drainage ditch along the southern portion of the trail is part of the historic 
Drainage District No. 4 (Ditch 0170), which was constructed to drain farms and pastures throughout 
the Issaquah Valley. During heavy flood events, this ditch can overflow. Flooding was more frequent 
prior to 2007, when a 3-foot corrugated steel culvert beneath the park entrance road was replaced with 
a large concrete box culvert as part of City of Issaquah improvements. 

That project also introduced a slight curve to the exit side of the park road, with the intent of eventually 
shifting the entrance farther east to improve sight distance and move the roadway away from Tibbett’s 
Creek. After crossing the entrance road, the trail follows a paved segment before connecting to a paved 
trail built during the 1974 park expansion. 

Near the intersection leading to the ball fields, visitors can observe restoration projects completed by 
the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) in 2004 as mitigation for the I-90 Exit 18 
project, and by Sound Transit in 2008 as mitigation for the Issaquah Transit Center. Beyond this 
intersection, a settling pond constructed during the 1974 expansion receives drainage from the 
adjacent parking lot. The pond discharges through a culvert beneath the trail into Tibbett’s Creek. The 
pond was dredged approximately 20 years ago and will require future maintenance. 

A noticeable contrast in vegetation exists between the restored Sound Transit area and adjacent 
unmanaged areas. The trail continues either to the Tibbett’s Beach picnic area loop or southward to 
Lake Sammamish. 

Jogger’s Loop Trail 

The Jogger’s Loop Trail begins as the only paved trail segment that passes the baseball diamond and 
extends past the restroom toward NW Sammamish Road. Built as part of the 1974 park expansion, it 
parallels to the south side of Tibbett’s Creek. In 1980, J.C. Penney installed a fitness trail in this area, 
incorporating portions of the paved trail and extending west through grassy areas. The trail included 
12–15 exercise stations but saw limited use and frequent vandalism. After 8–9 years, the stations were 
removed, though the trail continued to be maintained. 
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Much of the trail has since grown over with grass, though a 3-foot-wide crushed rock base remains 
beneath the surface. Shortly after the first small bridge, a raised section of trail marks the alignment of 
a former farm road that once led to a small boat landing used by local farmers. This road is visible in 
historic aerial photographs. 

The City of Issaquah owns land west of the park boundary and has recently removed blackberry 
infestations and created a grass trail connecting to the Jogger’s Loop Trail. The straightened alignment 
of Tibbett’s Creek indicates that its historic channel once meandered through this area. While freeway 
noise impacts the trail experience, it offers some of the park’s best views of the surrounding 
mountains. 

Homestead Trail 

The Homestead Trail was developed in 1997 by clearing a short section of roadway connecting the 
Sunset Beach parking lot to the orchard, then mowing a route through former dairy pastures past the 
irrigation well house to the small soccer field parking lot. The orchard predates park ownership, but the 
access route had not previously been maintained. Since 1997, the trail alignment has been periodically 
adjusted. 

A short bridge was installed across a drainage ditch in the early 2000s. The original bridge had been 
relocated from Tibbett’s Creek near the ballfields and was later destroyed during WSDOT restoration 
work in 2009, at which time the current bridge was constructed. During creek restoration, WSDOT 
pushed the trail closer to the creek to avoid the restoration area, leading to ongoing erosion and trail 
loss. WSDOT later allowed a narrow reroute through the restoration site, resulting in the current 
constrained and informal trail segment. 

Concrete remnants near the soccer fields mark the former farmhouse and outbuildings of John 
Anderson’s farm, established in the 1880s. The irrigation well likely predates park development and 
originally served as the park’s water source before transitioning to irrigation use. Irrigation ceased 
around 1993, and the well was later reactivated by the Issaquah Soccer Club, which constructed the 
soccer fields beginning in 1980. 

Issaquah Creek Trail 

The Issaquah Creek Trail, or a similar alignment, has existed since before park development, originally 
providing access to hay fields north of the creek. Park staff later used the route for equipment and fire 
access. Until the early 1990s, a North Bend farmer harvested hay from these fields as part of a fire 
management strategy. 

When Pickering Barn was active, equestrians used this trail and at times rode through picnic and beach 
areas despite posted restrictions. The eastern portion of the trail crossed Lakeside Industries property 
until its donation to State Parks in 2018, though park staff maintained the trail prior to ownership. The 
trail has been rerouted multiple times in response to channel migration. Woodside’s Barn once stood 
in this area but was removed over 50 years ago. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the sandbar near the oxbow was known as a nude beach. Remnants 
of concrete pipe near the bridge mark the former septic drain field for the Creek Restroom, abandoned 
after the park connected to Metro sewer in the 1960s. The western end of the trail features a boardwalk 
constructed around 2012, providing year-round access to the mouth of Issaquah Creek. 
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Boat Launch Trail 

The Boat Launch Trail was developed in the 1990s by mowing a corridor through grass and shrubs, 
creating the first on-site connection between the main park area and the boat launch. Previously, 
access required use of city streets. A seasonal ranger proposed and flagged the route and completed 
much of the work. 

Maintenance has remained minimal, and the trail is often wet. Significant fill or extended boardwalks 
will be required for year-round usability. Three short bridges cross historic agricultural drainage 
ditches. A visible pipe in the adjacent field marks a former sewer line that served the plateau prior to 
installation of a larger sewer main beneath East Lake Sammamish Parkway. 

Orchard Loop Trail 

The Orchard Loop Trail was developed in 1997 alongside the Homestead Trail by mowing a route 
through former pastures and the orchard near Issaquah Creek. While the trail has few unique features, 
it offers scenic views of the surrounding mountains. A bench beneath a small tree was installed by two 
longtime walkers in memory of a friend. Another bench beneath a large maple was installed as part of 
an Eagle Scout project; two of the original three benches have since been removed. The history of the 
orchard itself is unclear, as it is located far from known historic farmsteads. 

NW Sammamish Road Trail 

The NW Sammamish Road Trail was constructed when the City of Issaquah widened NW Sammamish 
Road and SE 56th Street in the early 1990s. The trail parallels the roadway as a sidewalk or separate 
concrete path, extending from Soccer Fields 1 and 2 to the park entrance. Bicycles are prohibited on 
separate concrete segments due to slick bridge surfaces during winter conditions. In late summer, 
remnants of historic hop plants, descendants of late-1800s crops, can be observed along the trail. 

Playground Trails and Kitchen Shelter Trail 

Most of the paved trails in these areas were constructed as part of the 1974 park development, which 
included the Tibbett’s Beach and Kitchen Shelter picnic areas, the Rotunda, and associated parking 
lots. These trails remain the most accessible year-round routes in the park and are widely used by 
visitors of all abilities. 
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Washington State Parks Land Classification System  

Washington Administrative Code (“WAC”) Establishing Land Classification System 
 
WAC 352-16-020 Land classification system. State Park areas are of statewide natural, cultural, and/or 
recreational significance and/or outstanding scenic beauty. They provide varied facilities serving low- 
intensity, medium intensity, and high intensity outdoor recreation activities, areas reserved for 
preservation, scientific research, education, public assembly, and/or environmental interpretation, and 
support facilities. They may be classified in whole or part as follows: 
 
Recreational areas are suited and/or developed for high-intensity outdoor recreational use, 
conferences, cultural and/or educational centers, or other uses serving large numbers of people. 
 
Resource recreation areas are suited and/or developed for natural and/or cultural resource-based 
medium-intensity and low-intensity outdoor recreational use. 
 
Natural areas are designated for preservation, restoration, and interpretation of natural processes 
and/or features of significant ecological, geological or paleontological value while providing for low- 
intensity outdoor recreation activities as subordinate uses. 
 
Heritage areas are designated for preservation, restoration, and interpretation of unique or unusual 
archaeological, historical, scientific, and/or cultural features, and traditional cultural properties, which 
are of statewide or national significance. 
 
Natural forest areas are designated for preservation, restoration, and interpretation of natural forest 
processes while providing for low-intensity outdoor recreation activities as subordinate uses, and which 
contain: 

• Old-growth forest communities that have developed for one hundred fifty years or longer and 
have the following structural characteristics: Large old-growth trees, large snags, large logs on 
land, and large logs in streams; or 

• Mature forest communities that have developed for ninety years or longer; or 
• Unusual forest communities and/or interrelated vegetative communities of significant ecological 

value. 
 
Natural area preserves are designated for preservation of rare or vanishing flora, fauna, geological, 
natural historical or similar features of scientific or educational value and which are registered and 
committed as a natural area preserve through a cooperative agreement with an appropriate natural 
resource agency pursuant to chapter 79.70 RCW and chapter 332-60 WAC. 
 
WAC 352-16-030 Management within land classifications. (1) The director shall develop management 
guidelines for each land classification listed in WAC 352-16-020. The guidelines provide specific 
direction for each classification, outlining the philosophy of each classification, its appropriate physical 
features, location, allowed and prohibited activities, and allowed and prohibited developments. (2) 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow uses that are otherwise prohibited, nor prohibit uses 
that are otherwise expressly allowed, by the commission, this code, or by statute. 
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Maps 

 



 

            LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK TRAIL PLAN | 49 
 

 

 



 

            LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK TRAIL PLAN | 50 
 

 

 



 

            LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK TRAIL PLAN | 51 
 

 


	Acknowledgements
	Introduction
	Background
	Purpose and Need
	Relationship to Other Plans
	Lake Sammamish Management Plan
	Redevelopment and Restoration Concept Plan (Master Plan)
	Wetland, Stream and Lakeshore Restoration Plan
	City of Issaquah System of Parks Plan
	Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission 2021-2031 Strategic Plan
	Washington State Recreation & Conservation Plan


	Planning Context
	Trail Planning History
	Park Visitation Data
	Land Management and Environmental Considerations
	Land Management and Ownership
	Planning and Permitting
	Floodplain and Floodway Considerations
	Soils and Slopes Considerations


	Trail Management Framework
	Trail Management Goals and Policies
	Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission Trail Goals and Policies
	Trail Management Goals and Objectives for the Park


	Trail System Inventory and Assessment
	Trail System Inventory
	In-Park Trail Profiles

	Trail Design and Standards
	Trail System Assessment
	Trail System Condition Rating

	Trailhead and Signage Inventory and Assessment
	Trailhead and Public Access
	Trail-Related Signage


	Trail Management Actions
	1. Trail Naming
	New Construction
	2. Homestead Trail
	3. Issaquah Creek Viewpoints
	4. Boat Launch Trail Connection

	Decommissioning and Closures
	5. Northwestern Segment of Issaquah Creek Trail
	6. Northwest Segment of Tibbetts Beach Trail

	Boardwalks and Bridge Crossings
	7. Issaquah Creek Bridge and 8. Tibbetts Creek Bridge
	9. Boat Launch Trail Boardwalk

	Repairs and Improvements
	10. Sammamish Trail Surfacing
	11. Improved Trail Surfacing
	12. Wetland Interpretive Trail Storm Damage


	Implementation Strategy
	Project Phasing

	ABBREVIATIONS
	REFERENCES
	APPENDIX
	Trail Definitions
	In-Park Trail Profiles
	Background on Lake Sammamish Trails
	Washington State Parks Land Classification System
	Maps


