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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon commissioners,
My name is Lauren Bromley and I am a statewide planner assigned to complete the Classification and Management Plan (CAMP) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Gingko. Today we will be presenting an UPDATE on the planning process for the CAMP and the EIS, but first I would like to take a moment to let each member of the planning team introduce themselves to you.
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This Presentation Will Cover:
 Our Vision and Mission
 What Makes Ginkgo Special
 Current Park Happenings
 What is a CAMP and why we need it
 CAMP Alternatives
 What is an EIS and why we need it
 Planning Timeline
 Future Comment Opportunities
 Closing and References

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CAMP and the EIS, but first I would like to take a moment to let each member of the planning team introduce themselves to you.
 
Slide 2
As you may know the CAMP planning process was put on hold in 2021 due to the pandemic and changes in staffing, and the recognized need for further analysis through an EIS to assess possible adverse impacts to cultural and geologic sites, as well as to recreation.
Items covered in this presentation include: 
Our Vision and Mission
What Makes Ginkgo Special
Current Park Happenings
What is a CAMP and why we need it
CAMP Alternatives
What is an EIS and why we need it
And we will provide you with the expected planning timeline as well as future opportunities to comment on the CAMP and EIS process.
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Washington State Parks
MISSION

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission cares for 
Washington's most treasured lands, waters, and historic places. State parks 
connect all Washingtonians to their diverse natural and cultural heritage and 
provide memorable recreational and educational experiences that enhance 

their lives.

VISION
Washington's state parks will be cherished destinations with natural, 

cultural, recreational, artistic, and interpretive experiences that all 
Washingtonians enjoy, appreciate, and proudly support.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I would like to start off with Washington State Parks Mission and Vision as its vital to why our department develops CAMP plans for each park.
Our commission is charged with caring for Washingtons most treasured lands, waters, and historic places. State Parks connects all Washingtonians with their divers natural and cultural heritage. It is our goal to provide memorable recreational and educational experience that will enhance lives.
We are committed to stewardship of the land that transmits high quality park assets for future generations. We are dedicated to outdoor recreation and public enjoyment that welcomes all citizens to their public parks.
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 7,184 acres 

 27,000’ of freshwater shoreline (~5.12miles)

 National Natural Landmark

 Ginkgo Petrified Forest Interpretive Center

 Trailside Museum and Trees of Stone 
Interpretive Trail

 Wanapum Recreation Area

Columbia 
River

Vantage

WDFW

Whiskey Dick 
WLAU

Army Corp 
of 

Engineers

Wanapum 
Lake

Why Ginkgo Petrified 
Forest Is So Special

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ginkgo is a high-quality park. Its significance is established through the innumerable Geologic Resources, the remnants of the Ginkgo Petrified Forest, the history of Ice Age Floods, a plethora of Cultural Heritage Resources, a long history of Historic Strategic River Crossing, a more recent history of the site development built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, and the immeasurable number of Natural Resources located within the park and surrounding areas.
 
Ginkgo consists of 7,184 acres, 27,000’ of freshwater shoreline (~5.12miles) and is registered as a National Natural Landmark. Within the park, we have the Ginkgo Petrified Forest Interpretive Center, the Trailside Museum and Trees of Stone Interpretive Trail, and the Wanapum Recreation Area, which provides overnight accommodation for park goers.
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Geologic Resources
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Ice-rafted erratic rocks remaining 
from Ice Age floodwaters thousands 

of years ago.

Lake Lewis

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’ll give a brief overview of a few of those significant resources and why we need to manage the park with them in mind. The park is home to the Vantage Forest, one of the most diverse groups of petrified wood species in North America. 
During the Miocene period, approximately 15 million years ago, a lake occupying this landscape vanished when a basalt flow advancing from the southeast buried the region. Hundreds of water-soaked logs buried by a layer of molten lava were slowly petrified by water draining through the cooled basalt. 
We have Nine different species of petrified wood identified at the park. 
Photo - The image in purple and blue depicts Lake Lewis, a short-lived lake which occupied this landscape during cataclysmic floods from glacial Lake Missoula. 
Photo of erratic’s - During the last Ice Age floods icebergs carrying a cargo of stone from the foothills of the Rocky Mountains drifted into this landscape. 
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Cultural Significance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ginkgo has been the site of traditional native American land use for over 6,600 years. During construction of Wanapum Dam, four separate sites of petroglyphs and pictographs were removed from basalt formations along the Columbia River and are now located near the visitor center.




Historical 
Significance
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• Strategic River Crossing 
• Hydropower Era
• Civilian Conservation Corps 

(CCC)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is also a long historical significance in this area. For over a century cattle and sheep have grazed this shrub-steppe landscape. Vantage also has served as a strategic river crossing location for centuries. 
In the Depression Era, the Civilian Conservation Corps built the trailside museum which has recently been updated with a new interpretive exhibit. During the midst of the Great Depression, emergency work relief funds were used to protect and develop the park further. In 1963, construction of the Wanapum Dam silenced the waters of the adjacent Columbia River.
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Priority Plant & Animal Species

• Black-tailed jackrabbit
• Bighorn sheep 
• Striped whipsnake
• American badger 
• Townsend’s big-eared bat
• Washington ground squirrel
• Sagebrush lizard
• Side-blotched lizard

Multiple Species of Greatest Conservation Need have been 
identified at Ginkgo, including:

• Bald eagles
• Golden eagles 
• Ferruginous hawk
• Short-eared owl
• Loggerhead shrike
• Sage thrasher
• Sagebrush sparrow

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At Ginkgo, scientists have identified four (4) rare plant species as well as six (6) rare and high-quality plant communities.
As you can see on this slide, multiple Species of Greatest Conservation Need have also been identified at Ginkgo. Additionally, numerous Species of Greatest Conservation Need have been found to use the Columbia River, which forms the eastern-most boundary of the park.

Ginkgo also has six rare and high-quality plant communities
& four rare plant species:
Astragalus columbianus (Columbia milk-vetch), G2G3/S2S3 (state species of concern)
Pediocactus nigrispinus (snowball cactus), G4S2 (state threatened)
Hackelia diffusa var. diffusa (diffuse stickseed), G4T3/S2 (state threatened)
Hackelia cinerea (gray stickseed), G4?/S1 (state endangered)
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Happenings
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All of these special factors play into how we manage Ginkgo but they aren’t the only factors. Currently we see visitors from all over the country and some international ones. 
Park visitation is steadily increasing and with the future Vantage Bay Community development located south of I-90/ east of Huntzinger Road, the park is likely to see additional day-use visitations increase as well.
We use various tools to help us understand visitation trends at the park. As you can see the early days of Covid kept people inside as indicated by the flat line in 2020. In 2021 we had a 50k visitation increase over 2019, with a slight drop in peak visitation in 2022. However, if you look at the top chart, we are on track to surpass our numbers from 2021.
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WDFW Roads
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Recreation 
Drive Trail

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With the increase in both local and out of state visitors, we will be looking at surrounding lands and how other agencies manage those lands. As you may well know, Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife manages a huge track of land north and west of Ginkgo. WDFW utilizes a series of unpaved roads identified as the green dot system of roads. The Ginkgo CAMP will address the trail/road usage that traverses the park on to those adjacent lands. 
The red box encompasses a unpaved trail that in the past has afforded limited access for pass through users and property owners. This road has been linked to management issues, including the theft of petrified wood, and the destruction of sensitive cultural and natural resources. 
Management limited access due safety concerns resulting from the fire in Sept. of 2020, and now provides limited permitted access while we complete the CAMP and EIS.
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Recreation Drive Trail 
access and OHV usage

11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you can see from the photos on the right side of this slide, the WDFW roads are heavily used by OHV’s and other off-road vehicles. This leads to the quick degradation of these roads. One of the parks concerns is how to manage the trail extending through the northern portion of Ginkgo and prevent it from looking like the ones on the right.
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Violations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another concern for park staff are the constant violations of vandalism and natural and cultural resource damage occurring along this trail. We have had damage to the gate at Hells Kitchen which shares an entry point with Recreation Drive Trail. Gate locks and game cameras have also been stolen. These of course are things that can be replaced but the expenses add up each time we have to.
The damage includes vandalism and natural resource damage.  
Damage to the Hell's Kitchen gate.
Gate appeared to have been pushed by a vehicle and the lock was missing. Requires post be reset and lock hasp re-welded. A game camera installed a month before also missing. The estimated cost in material to repair the gate is about $200 plus about 2 hours of staff time. The estimated cost to replace the game camera is about $80. There are no suspects at this time.	
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have also documented incalculable damage to the sensitive areas associated with cultural and natural sites along Recreation Drive Trail. The big issue with this type of damage is that it cant be fixed. Once lost, they are gone forever.
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Resource Theft

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And of course the resource theft is just as devastating. In recent past, park staff found several white bags, filled with petrified wood. Approx 30 bags were recovered which were estimated to weigh between 15 and 25 lbs apiece. (total approx. 600 lbs.) And this is just what staff was able to stop from being collected. Washingtonians natural heritage is  being stollen piece by piece. 
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Vandalism of
Cultural Resources
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lastly, we have seen evidence of destruction and damage to cultural resources in the area. The photo on the right was a native American cairn marker that had carelessly been knocked down to create a fire ring. Damage like this isn’t just physical, it also damages the history and stories of the local Tribes as well as our relationship with them.Evidence of Cultural use is everywhere. A cairn marker knocked down for what appears to be a fire ring

Primary Issues:
Damage to soil crust and reliant communities
Theft/ loss of the natural resources
Damage to cultural resources and Tribal Relationships
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What’s CAMP and why do we need it?
Classification and Management Plan (CAMP)
CAMP Products include:

• Land Classification  - which involves zoning or classification of park 
lands

• Long-Term Boundary – this looks at the big picture of lands 
surrounding the park

• Management Plan - describes the principal features of the park, sets 
park-wide management objectives and outlines specific approaches 
and prescriptions in response to issues identified through the planning 
process. 

16

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So how is Parks going manage the land and these issues moving forward? Well, we start by writing a Classification and Management Plan (CAMP) for the park.  A CAMP is a sum of three products: 
Land classification – which involves zoning of the park lands
Long-term boundary - which looks at the big picture of surrounding lands. A Long term boundary may advance the conservation and recreation mission of the park. Additionally, the long-term park boundary is used to identify surrounding lands with which State Parks would like to advance shared management goals. The long-term park boundary also considers whether agency-owned property should be retained or be considered surplus to park needs.
 
And finally, a Management plan – which describes features of the park, sets park-wide management objectives, and outlines specific approaches and prescriptions in response to issues identified through the planning process. 
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Ginkgo
EIS and CAMP - Restart

Where we left off:
Stage 1 & 2: Completed. First draft of 
alternatives developed.
Stage 3 Preferred Alternative: Project put 
on hold

Current Status:
• Engaging Tribes in October
• Onboarding EIS Consultant in Oct/Nov 
• Planning update to Kittitas County on October 16th

• EIS Public Scoping and public meeting
• Drafting EIS Analysis Dec 2023- Oct 2024
• Preferred Alternative and drafting CAMP document

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to develop those three products, Park planning staff focus un four main stages. We identified what issues, develop alternative management strategies, merge those strategies into a preliminary recommendation, and finally identify the final recommendation.
When the CAMP process was paused in 2021, we had completed 1&2.
We started to work on Stage 3 tasks which develop a Preferred Alternative when the project was put on hold. Work in this stage includes re engagement with Tribes, Stakeholders, and the Public.
So far we have re-engaged with the Tribes, we are working on hiring a consultant to write the EIS, and brought an update to you. We are hoping to secure the consultant within the month and start public scoping for the EIS between late November and December.
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Issue Identified During CAMP planning

Private property 
access

Illegal hunting

Illegal collection of 
petrified wood

Vandalism of petrified wood, 
degradation at the trailside 

museum trail

Damage to other natural 
resources including rare 

plants

Motorized access – road is 
deteriorating, forcing vehicles off the 
road, expanding the potential footprint 

for natural resource impacts

Property is intact shrub steppe with 
significant cultural, geologic, historical and 

natural resources – not many of these 
in the state

Designated as a Natural National 
Monument; however, this 

doesn’t provide any protection 
or rules regarding use 

or access

Trailside museum is intended to 
be used for interpretive purposes 

– classroom space, etc., not 
intended for future residence

Grant County PUD

Rocky Reach campground –
agreement to managed with 
parks division and natural 

resources division

PUD asked state parks to consider 
management of other PUD rec 

sites in the past

Fire access

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of the issues identified during our previous CAMP planning effort included, fire access, illegal collection of petrified wood, private property access, motorized access, damage to natural resources, the Rocky Beach campground management agreement, and many more as see on this slide.




WASHINGTON STATE PARKS

CAMP Alt 1: National 
Heritage Theme
• Recognizes rare biological and 

geological features, cultural resources
• Natural Area Preserve
• Heritage classification at Trailside and 

Interpretive facilities
• Wanapum is status quo
• Long term boundary areas
• Recreation Trail closed to motorized 

vehicles

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the next three slides, I will give a brief overview of the three CAMP alternatives that were defined during Stages 1 and 2. As a reminder, CAMP alternatives are meant to provide a range of options for development and management of a park. Alternative 1 which is the most protective of the resources is identified as a National Heritage Theme. In this theme public recreation and access opportunities include:
1. Self-guided hiking which would occur on designated trails except for in the Iceberg Pass area where staff-led interpretive hikes would be conducted,
2. Continued camping at Wanapum and Rocky Coulee, with limited RV camping near the Interpretive Center 
3. No motorized vehicle access off of Recreation Drive Trail
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CAMP Alt 2: Enhanced 
Recreation Theme

• Recreation areas expanded
• Hiking and biking trails
• Heritage for CCC buildings
• Expanded camping north of I-90
• Log trail enhancements
• Hiking trails south of I-90
• Recreation adjacent to Vantage Bay
• Management of The Cove and Huntzinger boat 

ramp
• Recreation Trail allows limited use by motor 

vehicles

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To summarize the public recreation and access opportunities: 
Hiking and mountain biking on all designated trails, except Iceberg Pass, the log trail, and the natural area west of Huntzinger Road, where mtn biking would not be permitted
Expanded camping at Wanapum including development of cabins and a new campground near Interpretive Center
Limited motorized vehicle access off Recreation Drive
Expanded trail system north and south of Wanapum
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CAMP Alt 3: Trails 
Emphasis Theme
• Comprehensive trail plan
• Bicycle base camp – links to regional 

trails
• New trailheads
• Local and cross-state trail connections
• Natural Area land classification
• Existing permit system for motorized 

access
• Expanded water and trail-based 

recreation at Wanapum

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To summarize the public access and recreation opportunities:
Hiking on all designated trails
Mtn biking on all trails except Iceberg Pass and the log trail
Motorized vehicle access off Recreation Drive by permit system
New parking and trail head developments
Limited camping at Interpretive Center
The Cove – after discussion with Grant PUD, camping is probably not a good option there due to sensitive species but this theme would still include link to Palouse to Cascades trail
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What is an EIS and Why Do We Need It?

22

Informs the public about the development and 

engineering of the built environment.

Reveals details about the environmental health and 

development of a specific area in a comprehensive 

report. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our next steps in this process are to conduct an Environmental Impact Statement or EIS. An EIS forecasts and outlines potential impacts of a proposed project.
 
It informs the public and reveals details about environmental health. This EIS will also look at impacts to recreation within the park as well.
 
The State of Washington has a State Environmental Policy which encourages productive and enjoyable harmony between people and the environment. The policy promotes efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and biosphere; stimulates the health and welfare of human beings, enriches the understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources that are important to the state and nation. Chapter 43.21C RCW 

State Environmental Policy encourages productive and enjoyable harmony between humankind and the environment.
It promotes efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and biosphere; stimulates the health and welfare of human beings enriches the understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources important to the state and nation. Chapter 43.21C RCW 
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Washington State Legislature Recognizes the 
following responsibilities:
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RCW 43.21C.020  

 Attain the widest range of beneficial uses of the environment without 
degradation and risk to health or safety

 Preserve important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our national 
heritage;

 The legislature recognizes a fundamental right to a healthful environment 
and has a responsibility to contribute to the preservation and enhancement 
of the environment.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a State Department we are bound by the state legislature to fulfill the responsibilities of each generation as trustee of the environment for succeeding generations.
 attain the widest range of beneficial uses of the environment without degradation, risk to health or safety, and  preserve historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our national heritage.
The legislature recognizes that each person has a fundamental right to a healthful environment and that each person has a responsibility to contribute to the preservation and enhancement of the environment.
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What will the Ginkgo 
EIS Analyze?

The EIS will analyze six different alternatives for Recreation 
Drive Trail. 

We must understand the recreational impacts of partially or 
fully limiting vehicular use to natural and cultural resources.

Once defined, an EIS consultant will facilitate our public 
process.

The EIS will take approximately 10-12 months to complete

24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An EIS can be as broad as to cover a whole land area or as narrow as to focus on just a trail. In Ginkgo’s case this EIS will only be analyzing impacts surrounding the Recreation Drive trail and trailhead as boxed out in this image. We will have six different alternatives with varying ranges of protection of natural and cultural resources that include elements focusing on recreation opportunities along the trail. 
This EIS will help our land managers understand the impacts of partially or fully limiting vehicular uses as well as the natural and cultural resources impacts. This process is estimated to take between 10 and 12 months.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a visual representation of our EIS and CAMP planning timeline. We are currently entering into the EIS phase of the planning effort. The stars indicate three additional opportunities to comment on this planning effort. We hope to have both planning efforts completed and approved by the commission come June 2025.
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Opportunities for Comment:
•  EIS/CAMP Public Meeting  and 30-day public scoping 

period

• Review of draft CAMP preliminary recommendations and 
EIS findings (Online 30- day review and comment 
period) 

• May – June 2025 - Present to Parks Commission
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#
THANK YOU
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Archeology Reference
Selected Federal Laws on Archaeology:
• Archaeological Resource Protection 

Act of 1979

• Archaeological and Historic 
Preservation Act of 1974

• Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act

• National Historic Preservation Act

• Executive Order 05-05

• Guidance to EO 05-05

• Frequently Asked 05-05 Questions

28

• Archaeological Sites and Resources (RCW 27.53)

• Archaeological Excavation and Removal Permit (WAC 
25-48)

• Abandoned and Historic Cemeteries and Historic 
Graves (RCW 68.60)

• Registration of Historic Archaeological Resources on 
State-Owned Aquatic Lands (WAC 25-46)

• Aquatic Lands - In General (RCW 79.90.565)

• Archaeological Site Public Disclosure Exemption (RCW 
42.56.300)

http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/FHPL_ArchRsrcsProt.pdf
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/FHPL_ArchRsrcsProt.pdf
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/FHPL_ArchHistPres.pdf
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/FHPL_ArchHistPres.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/nagpra/
https://www.nps.gov/nagpra/
http://ncshpo.org/resources/national-historic-preservation-act-of-1966/
https://dahp.wa.gov/project-review/governors-executive-order-05-05
https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/eo0505Guidance.pdf
https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/eo0505FreqAskedQuestions.pdf
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=27.53
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=25-48
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=25-48
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=68.60
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=68.60
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=25-46
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=25-46
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.105.600
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56.300
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56.300


WASHINGTON STATE PARKS

Historic Preservation References
Washington State Laws on Historic Preservation:
• Executive Order 05-05
• Guidance to EO 05-05
• Frequently Asked 05-05 Questions
• Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (WAC 25-

12)
• Abandoned and Historic Cemeteries and Historic 

Graves (RCW 68.60)
• Washington State Historic Building Code (RCW 

19.27.120)
• Heritage Barn Program (RCW 27.34.400)
• State Historical Societies - Historic Preservation 

(RCW 27.34)

29

Selected Federal Laws on Historic Preservation:
• 36 CFR Part 60 (National Register of Historic Places)

• 36 CFR Part 61 (Procedures for State, Tribal, and Local Government Historic 
Preservation Programs)

• 36 CFR Part 63 (Determinations of Eligibility for Inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places)

• 36 CFR Part 65 (National Historic Landmarks Program)

• 36 CFR Part 68 (The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties)

• Section 106

• Section 304 NHPA Guidance from ACHP

• Professional Qualification Standards

• Executive Order 11593 (Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural 
Environment)

• Executive Order 13006 (Locating federal Facilities in Historic Properties)

• Other Federal Laws

https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/DAHP%20Executive%20Order%2005-05.pdf
https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/eo0505Guidance.pdf
https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/eo0505FreqAskedQuestions.pdf
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=25-12
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=25-12
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=68.60
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=68.60
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.27.120
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.27.120
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=27.34.400
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=27.34&full=true
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=27.34&full=true
https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CFR-2011-title36-vol1-part60.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2012-title36-vol1/CFR-2012-title36-vol1-part61
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2012-title36-vol1/CFR-2012-title36-vol1-part61
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2011-title36-vol1/CFR-2011-title36-vol1-part63/content-detail.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2011-title36-vol1/CFR-2011-title36-vol1-part63/content-detail.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2011-title36-vol1/CFR-2011-title36-vol1-part65/content-detail.html
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.htm
http://www.achp.gov/work106.html
http://www.achp.gov/304guidance.html
https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm
https://www.gsa.gov/portal/content/101025
https://www.gsa.gov/portal/content/101025
https://www.gsa.gov/portal/content/100842
https://www.nps.gov/history/laws.htm
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