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Blake Island Marine State Park 

Phase 2 – Alternatives Public Comments  

February 11 – April 9, 2026 
No marina 
More camping 
More buoys for mooring (way more) 
Only small craft docks 
No concession 
No transportation 
Kayak camping tours 
Pit toilets 
Just boats & camping 1 

What considerations, if any, have been addressed, with respect to collective, local, 
Native tribes operating the traditional concessionaire operations? 
 
Providing steamed clam nectar, or chowder, cedar-plank prepared salmon, molasses 
bread, butter, salad and dessert concessions, and building new overnight lodging seems 
like an awesome revenue-generating endeavor. 
 
As a local Alaska-Native / Pacific Islander person, I only know the history of Blake Island 
as a tourist. As a tourist, I enjoyed many sailing trips and amazing food at Blake Island... 2 

My family has been visiting Blake Island for almost 50 years. We come by boat and are 
fortunate to have such a nice, well-run marina.  
We also used to enjoy dinner and a show occasionally in the Long House. This is a unique 
venue and experience and I hope that it can be revived.  
We have connections to the Foss Waterway Seaport and local boating clubs , and could 
possibly lend assistance to establish support or fund raising. 3 

Please consider an online reservation system for summer weekend moorage. 
Also enlarging the basin to allow more boats would be wonderful. 4 

I am writing to express my thanks for the state to be looking into the future of Blake Island 
and asking for the public's input.  I do want to point out that the survey is confusing in 
that when the star noting "love it" is clicked all the stars light which would indicate I "hate 
it" all the way to "I love it". I assume you mean the particular "alternative" that is loved is 
getting a 5 star rating, and if you hated it, the "alternative" would get a 1 star rating, 
though I am only surmising.  It is confusing.  
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Regardless of what alternative is chosen I do believe the marina is crucial to allow 
access to the island for everyone.   
 
Best Regards 5 

Just curious. Will the finished product include a land classification scheme in addition to 
or a part of the master plan? 
 
Thanks, 6 

How long to start the project? 7 

Hi Alexandra, 
 
I recently completed the survey.  What can I tell others about how long the survey will be 
available? 
 
I write an article for the Bremerton Yacht Club every month.  I am preparing the March 
article. 
 
Thank you. 8 

Hello Alexandra   
 
I understand the meeting on the 25 will include presentation of proposals for 
development on the island.  Is there a document you can share with me that describes 
these proposals?   It seems valuable to have some time to think about them before the 
meeting. 
 
Thanks, 9 

The clear best alternative is to preserve the existing small marina and not expand Blake 
Island for commercial development. There is an abundance of wildlife that would be 
disturbed by increased usage, which is at the right level now. More environmental 
damage also would result from restricting boat access to moorings and anchorage. As 
much as the grandkids would like concessions, there is no reason to import junk food to 
the island, which would lead to more trash and more mischief in feeding birds and 
animals with remnants of processed food. Blake Island is a treasure that should be 
cherished. If there needs to be more development, go elsewhere, like Vashion Island 
which already has public access by ferry. 10 

The only improvement request I have would be to put some "beach adjacent" camping 
spots on the SW side of the island. 
I have used and very much enjoyed staying at the NW "beach adjacent" camping spots a 
number of times over the years, it's always a great pleasure and so easy from Manchester 
boat ramp! 
I appreciate that you have the right balance between "Reservable" spots and "First come 
first served" spots. 
Keep up the good work! 11 
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I am a local that used to visit Blake Island via the Tillicum Village experience every couple 
years or so. The appeal besides the pleasant boat ride, show and salmon bake, was 
always the island's wild beauty, feeling of distance from urban stresses, and the sense of 
rich history of indigenous peoples' relationship with the place.  
 
Ever since Argosy shut down thier operations, access to the island has been cut off for 
me due to not owning a boat.  
 
Although I do miss the salmon bake experience and would relish some sort of 
restaurant/consession option on the island, given the costs associated and the current 
funding levels for parks in the state, realize it's unlikely at this time. My ideal choice, given 
enough funding would be new buildings with a park store, facilities for staff, a place to 
buy food, something to educate and respect the history of indigenous people with 
regular trips to/from the island.  
 
If that's not a possiblity due to lack of public funding or lack of private investor interest, 
then I believe the focus should be on ensuring and cementing long term accessibility for 
visitors. Namely, making sure the marina is up to standards, and that there is a 
transportation option to the island one can pay for.  
 
If the island is simply available for day hiking and rough camping for the foreseeable 
future, that would be preferable over no access at all without a boat, or no access if the 
marina becomes unsafe to use.  
 
As long as public accessibility can be preserved, the options for the island are endless in 
the future, and some simple basic options for camping/hiking in the meantime is much 
better than the island being abandoned for years or decades until state funding or 
wealthy investors have vision and motivation to do something there.  
 
The island is deeply important to me as a natural space and is tied to core memories. I 
am in favor of maximizing what can be done there with whatever public or private funds 
are available, but bottom line is that accessibility needs to be restored to non-boat 
owners for it to have any kind of broad public future for the Puget Sound and King County 
area. Thank you! 12 

My preference would be option 4. It’s a beautiful island and needs to be enjoyed fully 
with and without a boat. 13 

I'd love to see the island returned to nature and only hand powered craft able to be 
launched. The last time I kayaked there it was a disturbing night of drunk powerboaters 
with loud music. How lovely it would be for nature to have this island back and for rustic 
camping only. 14 

We have a sailboat and visit Blake Island at least twice a year. We used to like using the 
mooring buoys on the west side of the island (or anchoring there) because you don't see 
Seattle from there and it feels like we are away from city.  
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But now we use the marina more because staying overnight on the west side is not 
pleasant anymore since the fast ferry now goes through that passage on the way to 
Seattle. It kicks up huge waves that wake us up at night/early morning. It's not peaceful 
anymore. 
 
Is there any way to get that ferry to go south of the island instead? 15 

To the Parks Department, 
 
I am writing to share my support for maintaining and modestly upgrading the existing 
marina at Blake Island, while strongly opposing any expansion to accommodate 
commercial vessels. The current mix of pleasure craft, small boats, and water taxis has 
coexisted with local wildlife for many years, and keeping that low-impact arrangement 
makes the most sense from both an environmental and public access standpoint. 
Expanding the marina for commercial traffic would increase disturbance and does not 
align with the stated goal of protecting wildlife. 
 
I understand that the cost of upgrading and maintaining the marina is significant. 
However, as noted in the alternatives, once the marina is removed it would be extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to ever restore marine access in the future. There would also 
be real costs associated with removing the marina itself. While the costs differ in scale, 
they are not avoidable either way, and removal represents a permanent decision that 
eliminates future options. 
 
I do not support removing the marina. Puget Sound is known for recreational boating, and 
Blake Island is an important destination within that culture. The marina should remain 
available for pleasure craft and water taxis and be maintained for safe, continued use 
rather than eliminated or expanded for commercial purposes. 
 
I do support demolishing the unused village/concessions building, as it has proven to be 
unsustainable and does not justify continued maintenance costs. That space could be 
repurposed in a more appropriate and low-impact way. One idea would be an 
amphitheater-style gathering area with tiered seating formed naturally using logs or 
similar materials, leading down to a large central fire pit. This space could be used for 
storytelling, cultural programming, fire dancing, or occasional special events, and would 
feel organic and authentic to the island without requiring new commercial structures. 
Small events could continue to be supported through existing water taxi service. 
 
Additionally, repurposing that area for expanded low-impact camping would be a better 
use of space and funding than rebuilding unused structures. 
 
Overall, I encourage the department to focus on maintaining the marina in its current 
recreational role, protecting wildlife, and making thoughtful, low-impact improvements 
that align with the character of Blake Island and Puget Sound. 
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Thank you for considering my comments. 16 

I respectfully request that option # 2 be implemented to keep the island open to pleasure 
boaters as it has been. 
 
Thank you, 17 

Hi, I read an article recently about budget shortfalls requiring the state to close down 
permanently, close seasonally, and / or reduce / stop service to 15+ state parks. Given 
these budget shortfalls, it doesn’t seem to make sense to expand the Blake Island park 
that is working just fine as it is. Additionally, the proposed “improvements” sound like 
they’ll make the island much less natural and much more commercialized — something 
we do not need more of. 18 

I support a dredging and update of the marina, restaurant addition and either renovation 
or rebuild of the tilicum village. I enjoy Blake Island and would like to continue visiting. I 
visit by paddle in, sailing in and by motorboat. I have used and docked at the marina and 
would like to continue to be able to do so. 19 

Please don't remove the public docks! This Island is a very popular spot for local boaters, 
especially those who can only use their boats on weekends, or just for a few days. While 
adding rental cabins would be nice, the extra expense of septic, water, maintenance 
seems too expensive. Better to leave the Island to boaters (and the raccoons!) While 
adding more buoys would accommodate more boaters, the downside--those buoys are 
affected by passing ferries and inconsiderate power boaters, so they are not a 
comfortable place to tie up, Blake Island also is a good place for winter getaways, like 
New Year's Eve. It's not that far from thousands of boats docked in the Seattle area so is a 
safe place to winter boat. I know that small boat owners often do a day trip from the 
Seattle side or the Key Penn. side, enjoy a beach hike and then motor (or row) home 
before dark. 20 

My preference for the Blake Island Park site would be for option number two. Boating is 
an extremely popular NW activity and more capacity needs to be made in the way of 
docks and in particularly moorings. 21 

I favor option 2 22 

I vote for Alternative 2: Rustic Retreat — increased self-catered accessibility to nature 
without the commercial concession intensity. There’s plenty of that on shore. 23 

I vote for Option Two. Blake island marina needs to be dredged, up graded, have good 
staff housing, and the deteriorating buildings removed 24 

Interested in what is going to happen to Blake Island 25 

Dredge and keep and upgrade the marina.  
 
Return the whole island to First Nations and hope they keep the marina. Fund whatever 
their councils deem necessary. 26 

Please choose to re-dredge and improve the Blake Island Marina. Blake Island is an 
annual stop for so many local boaters. It is a treasure of calm and beauty in an urban 
setting . Crowds prove that it is well used. Boaters add revenue to the Washington Marine 
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Park system.  
Thank you, 27 

Please keep Blake Island accessible to boaters! I prefer Plan 2 (rustic retreat). Thank you! 
28 

I vote for proposal #2. 29 

In my 30 years of boating Puget Sound and the northern waters of the Salish Sea, we have 
only visited Blake Island on 2 occasions. Both times, no moorage was found, and the 
basin was dangerously tight to maneuver in, so we never visited again. My 
recommendation is a hybrid plan that restores the island to a natural state while 
providing public access for day trips and overnight camping. My version would remove 
the marina (and the cost associated with year-round maintenance), but would 
recommend dredging and adding more buoys for vessels under 45'. Build a multi-
purpose dock for Parks use, kayak and dinghy landing, and for a commercial water taxi 
from Seattle, and/or other departure points. I hope this is helpful -- 30 

Recommend proposal #3 31 

Alternative No 2 for the Master Plan seems most appropriate and consistent with 
historical use, just upgraded. Replacing a concessionaire seems a losing proposition 
given the proven history of losing them. The only concession that would be appropriate in 
my opinion would be a passenger ferry for campers, picnic parties and special events but 
without a commercial presence on the Island. Thanks for considering 32 

Why only consider massive and expensive changes? There is another alternative! 
 
Maintain existing facilities and infrastructure only, no new development.  
Upgrade and improve where necessary but do so with minimum change to the exterior 
appearance. 
 
Dredge and maintain existing marine facilities.  
The existing docks are nowhere near their end of serviceability life and dredging can be 
accomplished with them in place. 
 
Seek a (native tribal cooperative ?) concessionaire for village rehabilitation and 
transportation with no new facilities. 
Maintain the existing simple rustic facility with structural repairs as necessary. 
 
Uncomplicated, less expensive, easier permitting, less environmental impact, less 
disruptive, quicker results. 
Increases public draw and access while maintaining the current rustic feel. 
Seems like a win for all concerned! 33 

Blake Island is an absolute gem and I appreciate the work being done as part of this 
master plan. I believe it's important to recognize that boaters using the marina leave 
arguably the least footprint on the island and its environment, as they don't anchor, 
generally don't camp there, frequently/usually have their own "comfort" facilities, and 
always have the means to "pack out" what they bring. In looking at the alternatives, my 
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preference would be either Alternative 2, which is essentially a renovated "status quo" 
minus the deteriorating buildings, or Alternative 3. With respect to Alternative 3, I would 
like to see more information on what parameters and restrictions are being placed on the 
development and use scenarios for the buildings (renovated or new) before fully 
supporting this option. To summarize, I can fully support Alternative 2 at this point, and I 
conditionally support Alternative 3; on the margin I favor Alternative 3 over Alternative 4, 
and believe that Alternative 1 would be an absolute shame 34 

Regarding Blake Island, please don't remove the marina! Generations of our family have 
enjoyed Blake Island year round. It's a very special place, unlike any other. In addition, it's 
one of the few places boaters traveling from South Sound toward the north, or our 
Northern neighbors heading down Puget Sound to visit the Tacoma area have to spend 
the night during the summer. Bell Harbor is usually too busy and we don't have a lot of 
other marinas in this area that can accommodate boats in transit. We've met scores of 
people that stop at Blake to spend the night, enjoy the trails, and then continue on their 
way to their destination. 35 

I prefer option #3. The others would either bring in too many and be hard on the Island or 
like #1 would remove the ability for boaters to tie up to the park and enjoy the scenery 
and would require larger boats over 45' to anchor and be harder on the seabed. 36 

My choice of the four proposals for the Blake Island project is Alternative #2. 
 
Thank you. 37 

We are devoted visitors to Blake Island’s marina and buoys. We advocate the 
preservation of Blake Island as a marine state park, including the repair of the marina 
and buildings. Please do not demolish the longhouse! What a waste that would be. 
Please offer the use of the building to a responsible commercial concern. The trails and 
the beaches are treasured by your taxpayers who are boaters. Perhaps Argosy would 
return as a regular contractor? 38 

I’m for option 2. Hopefully you can get funding for docks, dredging and staff building. A 
new concession in my opinion won’t work, as it’s too risky and uneconomic in these and 
future times. Most people will go to the island self supporting. 39 

Alexandra, 
The Seattle Corinthian Yacht Club has a special request (and a lot of questions) about 
what is to be done with Blake Island). Would one or two of the Park Service attend a 
potluck dinner with the Corinthian Yacht Club at Shilshole Bay in Ballard at 5:30 p.m. 
April 9, 2026,  to hear from the park planners about the history and future for the island, 
a favorite cruising spot for our yacht club.   
 
Many of us took the survey , but there were insufficient details and a lot of controversy 
about what the new plan would be since cost was also a factor.  We hope that you will be 
able to share some information with our club on that date which is part of a second 
Thursday cruisers social series.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. This would be an exciting event for our members. 40 
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I support option 3. We visit the State Parks Marine facilities by boat and go for peaceful 
connection to nature. I'm much less excited to ponder hoards of people descending on 
the park but if that happens, the commercial end should fund improvements to the 
leased area and the marina as well since they will directly benefit. I can't imagine 
needing 5 park aids but the people stationed there should be much less unpleasant than 
some of the staff at Jarrell Cove. We visited Jarrell in January- the facility was empty and 
the dude there was just ugly about leaving after 3 days (we stayed 4 due to great weather 
and an empty dock). Since we had a permit, and it was billed as first come first served, 
he nontheless cited us at the dock (warning) and then indicated that this would go on our 
"record" during an unexpected subsequent phone call. It was an unforgettable and ugly 
experience. Some weeks later we learned from another crew we respected that they'd 
had a bad experience with the same earlier that summer, for different "violations". 
Unacceptable to have these kinds of individuals with face to face contact with park 
visitors. 41 

I attended the recent public meeting in Port Orchard regarding Blake Islands' future. After 
the meeting I had a side conversation with one of the planners in which I asked if any 
surveys had been done to establish the mix of boats using the marina. He replied he 
didn't know of any, which I find truly surprising. Any attempt to design new docks not 
understanding the users is magical thinking and doomed to fail. I've been boating to 
Blake for nearly 30 years and overnight there probably 10 nights a year. What I see is 
October to May, the vast majority of boats are 40' +/-, very few < 30'. 
This means larger boats are your revenue 2/3 of the year.  Smaller day boat peak in the 
summer months but mainly on weekends and many larger cruisers are headed north to 
the San Juans and beyond. Additionally, the existing linear docks optimize use as they are 
flexible and boaters tend to self manage to fill all available space, something the 
proposed finger slips can not do. 
 
You have a great tool in place to validate this: the webcam. Take a snap shop once or 
twice a day and a trained eye can, knowing the dock lengths, estimate the size of boats 
present. Collect this data over several months and graph it. You also have the daily 
registration slips to support the data. I strongly advocate this being done and the data 
shared with all interested parties. 
 
Lastly, the notion of a reservation system being used must consider the overhead of full 
time harbormasters because it will be chaos without someone directing and enforcing 
the system. For commercial marinas, a VHF radio check in prior to docking is the norm. 
Suppose I have a reservation and arrive to find my slip occupied and the boater nowhere 
in sight, how do I resolve that? 
 
I love Blake, the quiet and beaches and trails, and hope to enjoy it for years to come. 
Please, lets get this right. 42 

Hi Alexandra,  
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Please find the attached joint letter from the Bainbridge Island Land Trust, Vashon-Maury 
Island Land Trust, and Great Peninsula Conservancy in support of the “Back to Nature” 
alternative for Blake Island.  
 
Please let us know if we can be of assistance as you navigate this process. If this letter 
should be sent to another contact, please let me know.  
 
Thank you for all the work you do. 
 
Cheers, 43 

Plan 3 for dredging, fixing the marina and a concessionaire helping to pay for 
improvements sounds best. Camping is fun there but major traffic with scheduled ferry 
service would change the environment too much. 44 

I am strongly in support of keeping the Blake Island marina. While I no longer live in 
Washington, I have wonderful memories of growing up on Puget Sound, and my family 
regularly visited Blake Island by boat. While I realize costal restoration is a fine goal, I 
don't believe the tradeoff to reclaim a minuscule section of coastline at the expense of 
an amazing, unique, and historic destination is reasonable. 45 

Dear Planning Committee- If I missed the comment period, I apologize I didn’t hear until 
this week that there was a plan to possibly eliminate the Marina at Blake island State 
Park. I was there two weeks ago and didn’t see anything about this plan. If the time 
period for comments has expired and you need a personal presentation, I would be 
happy to do meet in person. 
 
My family and I are long time boaters. I’ve had a state park marine pass for over 15 years, 
I have been to Blake Island and spent the night there many dozens of times. I have been 
going to Blake island since the mid-S before there was power at the docks. 
 
We have also been to the other state parks accessible only by boat in the San Juans. 
Blake island is the only accessible state park by boat that has power at the marina. The 
other terrific places are Sucia island, Jones Island and Stuart Island. 
 
The main advantage to Blake Island State Park Marina is that it is close to the major 
metropolitan areas in Puget Sound – Seattle, Tacoma, Winslow, Bremerton, Port Orchard 
and others. I’m not sure any other major metropolitan area in the USA has such a jewel 
very close to a downtown metropolitan area. 
 
I am very surprised that any consideration is being made to eliminate the Blake Island 
Marina. There were recent electrical upgrades on Blake Island within the last three years. 
This is the only state park Marina where a smaller boat can safely visit year round. The 
other island Marine parks in the San Juan are much further away and require weather 
planning and situations that is not needed to go to Blake island.  
 
Have you received comments from the yacht clubs in the Puget Sound area? On many of 
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the visits that we have made to Blake island, there have been yacht club gatherings. I 
believe the yacht clubs would be greatly disappointed if the Blake Island Marina was 
eliminated. If this is a financial, the yacht clubs should be approached about making 
some contribution as they did when they established Sucia Island state park. 
 
I have some ideas of what could be done with the facilities at Tillicum Village. I thought 
Tillicum Village was owned by Native Americans, but I know it was not. I met the owner in 
the last year of its operation and understood how Covid really pushed them over the top 
to close down. 
 
I would happy to be happy to provide assistance to the commission and present 
testimony, but I did not know about the recent hearing in Kitsap county. 
 
Both of my sons have boats and treasure their visits with their children to Blake Island. 
Please do not remove Blake Island Marina. 
 
Thank you 46 

I would like option 2 for Blake Island 47 

Alternative 2 48 

Options 3 and 4 are most desired. Keep this an equitable area by providing access to 
those who don't have motor boats or kayaks. It is a beautiful island that I have camped 
on numerous times prior to 2021. It is unique in it's relation to the urban area just across 
the water. 49 

I vote for the recreation or rustic retreat options. I do not support a concessionaire there. 
50 

I grew up in the South Puget Sound and visited Blake Island a few times on boats 
belonging to family friends, and eventually made two overnight camping trips by rowboat, 
staying at the Marine Trail campsites, and visited for a few days trips by kayak.  
 
Blake island is a natural treasure and should be enjoyed by more people, as a way to 
connect with the land. 
 
I feel that there should be a tribal community center and general visitor center, with part 
reserved for tribal use by the tribes of the Sound (retreats, ceremonial, educational, 
overnight trips for youth), and part for education and historical information for visitors of 
the greater public.  
 
I feel access is important and there ought to be a ferry service from Seattle — with one 
morning and one evening sailing on Tues/Fri/Sat/Sun. That allows for weekend visitors 
and mid week visitors/campers. Make a rustic cabin for an artist in residence. Keep the 
campgrounds as-is for weekend visitors. Or cabins New Zealand hut style. 
 
Accessible, natural, and community focused. 51 
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Please select Back to Nature 52 

Everything about Blake Island has changed since the "new" Seattle Waterfront opened 
last year. All of the old ideas of the difficulties to operate a private business are now 
obsolete. WA State Parks should look to partner with local Native American tribes and 
marine vessel operators to utilize the marina and building facilities at Blake Island for 
education of the public on Native American life, culture, and art. With proper 
presentation, a concessionaire could realize a viable business model operating from the 
New Seattle Waterfront, which has had a huge increase in local and out-of-the-area 
visits since opening last year. Otherwise, Blake Island will be inaccessible to the large 
population of mobility-impaired persons that could use a commercial "tour" boat with 
some assistance from crew. With 1.5 million joint replacements (hip and knee) in the 
U.S. a year and an aging population, accessibility for seniors, etc. is becoming more 
important. 53 

prefer alt "back to nature"! 54 

Please keep as is. Appreciate the park in keeping the trails open and maintained. Thanks. 
55 

I’m in favor of option 3. Restore the docks, find a concession operator run the place as 
pre-COVID. 56 

I have been to Blake Island about 20 times by sea kayak. I have camped there once or 
twice. I have paddled there from Alki or south of Alki, from Southworth, from Tacoma 
(depending on the currents and plan). It is a treasured place to go that is nearby and not 
overdeveloped. I favor leaving it as is or returning it to nature. I hope it will stay available 
for kayakers to visit and camp. 57 

I would suggest creating a bike only trail throughout the island and offering bike rentals at 
the spots to attract visitors who want to bike peacefully with views 58 

Let Blake Island return to Nature's plan- wild and free of humans. 59 

Alternative 2 Rustic is my vote! 
 
Safe camping or a few very simple cabins or yurts like cape disappointment! 
 
Some form of weekly public ferry option. 60 

I got to visit this island on a field trip as a little kid, it was one of my favorite memories 
getting to visit Tillicum Village. Please consider alternative plan #4 for recreation as it 
would give more awesome experiences for schools and anyone wanting to stay on the 
island for a mini retreat. 61 

I think the island should be given back to the Suquamish Tribe and the Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe and all decisions on what to do with the island should be their decision 
alone. 62 

Improve the access for boaters, but keep the island as a park with no services. 63 

I am a former Argosy summer employee during four years of college. I went to Tillicum so 
many times growing up in Seattle and always loved it. If the improvement of the facilities 
meets their expectations and the govt would be willing to reissue the contract to Argosy it 
would be fantastic to see something similar to what had been the programming there 



Page 12 of 27 
Blake Island Public Comment February – April 2026 

resume. It seems like with COVID restrictions lifted and restoration of the facilities and 
marina it could become a great partnership again. Not currently affiliated but would love 
to see the experience come back. 64 

Hi Alexandra,  
 
I'm [x], the Social Committee Chair, at Port Madison Yacht Club on Bainbridge Island. On 
of our members is also on of Cruising Club of America and he let me know of an 
informational event that they are hosting, where I believe you'll be presenting project 
updates on the Blake Island Master Planning. I know our members would love to attend 
something similar so I wanted to gauge you're willingness/interest in one for us if we 
host. 
 
I have our commodore cc'd to keep her in the loop. 
 
Thanks, 65 

As a fifth generation Washingtonian and a current resident of Seattle, I value the special 
and unique experience Blake Island provides for locals. Growing up on Bainbridge Island, 
I have countless memories of exploring the beaches, the trails, camping with kids and 
families I grew up with. I now share these experiences with my children, who are growing 
up to value the state parks and the extraordinary and delicate ecosystem of the Puget 
Sound region. My primary concern with any plan moving forward is the impact on the 
native environment. I do not believe the island should be developed to be used for 
commercial use as the current cruise industry in this area has and continues to make a 
detrimental environmental impact on our region. The number of people who overrun our 
region six months of the year, and would visit, would do great harm. And while the cruise 
industry provides jobs and helps bolster the economy, it does not improve the 
environment of an already vulnerable Puget Sound. Whatever you do, please, please do 
not make it so that more people will be coming and going from the island. It is a VERY 
unique and special place and it should be preserved so it can be enjoyed for generations 
to come. 66 

I've been going to Blake Island for over 50 years, sometimes by kayak or canoe but more 
often in a powerboat. It is always a great experience, taking a trip back in time to a more 
pristine environment with few people. I doubt the tribes would want that experience 
altered by a much heavier tourist presence. Alternative 2 is by far my preference. I have 
no problem with resuming use of the building for limited purposes such as previously 
existed when the tribe hosted tourists for performances and meals. Plaes do not make it 
such that only a few people can make it to the island. I've traveled widely and there are 
few places in the world like it. A temporary trip back in time to an almost unmatched 
environment. 67 

I support the proposal that restores the Island to its pre-developed, natural state, i.e. 
remove marina and old buildings. There are already lots of marinas in Puget Sound, 
however there are not many undeveloped islands in the Sound. Also, the price tag is too 
high to restore the marina. That money would be better spent on improving facilities on 
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other popular, more accessible state parks. 
Thanks for condo my opinion. 68 

I'm an avid sea kayaker and Blake island is my frequent refuge from the urban areas. I 
paddle over from West Seattle and enjoy the trails and solitude almost year-round. 
Please keep kayak-only (WWTA) campsites available and continue to maintain the lovely 
trails. I think having a nature center would be a good option there instead of the tourism-
driven Tillicum village. 69 

My husband & I support option 3. Having grown up on Bainbridge island, Blake Island 
was a key summer vacation location. Now as sailboat owners, it remains a favorite bouy 
location 70 

Please maintain Blake Island as a marina, camping, and hiking location. It is important 
for boaters, Scouts, and campers. Please invest in more/newer bathrooms , docks, 
waste tank and water facilities. It is a gem. 71 

I just want to comment here that I am strongly opposed to spending >$30 million USD on 
a marina improvement for a state park that is only accessible by boat. What a waste of 
tax payer money!! Don't subsidize the wealthy pleasure of a few boat owners with public 
funds. There are so many state parks accessible to everyone that would benefit from 
improvements. 
 
If you really want to fund this marina project, put a tax levy on boat owners. 72 

This island should be returned to a natural state , I.e. become a conservation property 
with a goal of restoring indigenous flora and fauna. It should have limited access  
, and only for recreational uses such as hiking and tent camping. People in urban areas 
want to get out into nature, and for many, "real" nature is what attracts them most. The 
proximity of this property to a huge urban area makes it a prime candidate for this use. 
Protect native Washington! 73 

Love Blake Island but given the states budget constraints, I don’t think we should invest 
the public’s money into Blake Island. 74 

I prefer the Back to Nature plan for Blake Island 75 

My preference is "Back to Nature" with "Rustic Retreat" as an alternative 76 

Blake Island is just fine as it is. Do not upgrade the marina which will only attract richer, 
smellier boats. Don't remove the marina, because the island is a great one-day trip for 
kayakers, sailors and people with big polluting stinkpot pots. LEAVE IT LIKE IT IS! Blake 
Island Marine Park not broken, so don't try to fix it. 77 

Dredge the marina. Leave the island natural.  It’s a great close park.   Don’t spend a lot of 
money on needless improvements. 78 

There is a Provincial Park in BC, across the channel from Nanaimo, called Saysutshun 
(formerly Newcastle Island). It has many similarities to Blake Island: close to a major city, 
accessible only by boat, popular with visitors for day trips and also camping, and it has a 
small marina for pleasure craft and also numerous mooring buoys and anchorage 
locations. It has an old, rustic building that has a very small food stand inside and serves 
as a small meeting space or just a place to get out of the rain. The main difference is that 
it is served by a small "boat taxi" from downtown Nanaimo, which costs about $15 and 
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makes a round trip run every hour during the daytime (not winter). It's also closer, only 
about a mile. It is an extremely popular park because it's easy to get to for boaters and 
non-boaters alike. I urge you to check it out and see if you can learn from how they 
operate it! https://newcastleisland.ca/ 79 

I attempted to leave comment but received an error message each time. The only way to 
leave the comment was to leave every field blank except for the red asterisk required 
fields. As such, my comments were filed from "anonymous." I am including my complete 
contact information here in the case you'd like to reach out for further comment.  
 
Thank you, 80 

As a former Captain and operator of vessels to Blake Island for over 15 years, I appreciate 
the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposals.  
 
I feel the proposals presented are lacking context or cultural recognition. Please consider 
my proposal below.  
 
Tillicum Village, staffed by Haida, Tsimshian, Tlingit, Duwamish/Suquamish, Lummi, and 
other tribal members, was the true life of the operation and not merely “concessions” as 
depicted in your proposal. They had special permissions from elders in neighboring 
Coast Salish tribes to perform and teach their ancestral dances, such as the “Ancestral 
Mask Dance” of the Lummi tribe, and bring to life the spirits of the masks of the Haida 
and Kwakiutl or Kwakwaka'wakw masking traditions from Haida Gwaii. These skilled 
teachers were exhibiting living history and thinning the veil for those in attendance from 
the present day to the rich past histories of the Coast Salish peoples.  
 
Instead of viewing regalia or masks in a glass case at the SAM, attendees saw them come 
alive on stage or met carvers in-person and heard their stories.  
 
Having the chance to witness this changed my life, I often hoped that the structure could 
be a true heritage center to celebrate the rich cultures of our regional First Nations 
people.  
 
The building alone has extensive history, not just its beginnings with the World Fair but 
also the carvings, paintings, and art from tribal members (many who are no longer alive) 
and the first story poles erected since their culture and potlatches were outlawed in the 
PNW's dark history of attempting to force cultural assimilation.  
 
The building hosted world leaders for the APEC summit in 1993, including former 
President Bill Clinton, and it is the only example of both the Northern and Southern Puget 
Sound styles of longhouses. The large doors to the back garden exhibit gorgeous formline 
art, distinctive and unique to the Pacific Northwest.  
 
In the back garden are carvings of the Thunderbird, a Salish welcoming statue, and 
Dzunuḵ̓wa, the wild woman of the woods. The last carving is significant, as it was 

https://newcastleisland.ca/
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tradition at the end of a Kwakwaka'wakw potlatch ceremony that the host would come 
out bearing a mask of Dzunuḵ̓wa, which is called the geekumhl. It would be a sign that 
the potlatch ceremony was over.  
 
I am attempting to illustrate the richness of what already exists there. The structure 
should be considered a protected heritage historical site and qualify for restoration. I 
also advocate that it remain for the purpose of education only, not concessions.  
 
For inspiration, I would consult the Alaska Native Heritage Center for examples of ways 
to incorporate educational programming, preservation, and living history 
demonstrations.  
 
King County and the State of Washington have an incredible opportunity to create an 
immersive historical experience just a short distance from the new waterfront.  
 
I propose the Parks partner with the Burke Museum, Daybreak Star Cultural Center, and 
area tribes, including the Duwamish tribe (who was federally recognized by Bill Clinton 
and then rescinded by George W. Bush). NO concessions should be offered. The Island 
should be considered a “leave no trace” Marine State park for recreation and education.  
 
All beverages, snacks, and garbage should be removed by all visitors to protect the 
wildness of the wildlife on the island. The island has exceptional opportunities for birding 
and marine wildlife viewing. The Seattle Aquarium should lead tidewater excursions and 
educational walks.  
 
In my opinion as an operator, the best experiences for guests were the smaller groups 
delivered by fast ferry aboard the Northwest Adventurer and not the hundreds delivered 
by larger vessels like the Salish Explorer. If the state partners with an operator, I would 
suggest it should be a partnership with King County Metro and the water taxi operation.  
 
They are already familiar with regular routes to Vashon and West Seattle. They have a 
safe and world-class facility on the waterfront, exceptional leadership, and maritime 
professionals. A purpose-built vessel with a small capacity of less than 50-100 for Blake 
Island should be contracted with All-American to serve the island.  
 
The marina should stay small, limited, and maintained with a state of Washington Marine 
Parks Permit. Permit holders would need to renew annually just like any other State Park 
pass. They would need to have this pass posted and available for rangers.  
 
The hiking trail and the rest of the island should be maintained like any other state park. 
No other developments should take place except for educational/interpretive structures 
to enrich the experience and invitations for more Coast Salish art in tribute to the 
believed birthplace of Chief Seattle.  
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Thank you for reading my comments. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require 
further comment.  
 
With sincerity, 81 

I voted in the Phase 2 survey for Blake Island Master Plan. I hope that more people 
provide their options, however thinking about it now, I wish there was an option that just 
maintained the marina (or explained why it needs mandatory renovations, etc.). I think it 
would be a significant loss to lose the marina, and the park would see significantly fewer 
visitors (and therefore supporters). Removing the marina would also require people to 
anchor which can be detrimental to the sea life but also dangerous if people don't know 
how to do it correctly. I think the two most important options are maintaining the marina 
and upgrading and modernizing lodging for staff. 82 

Support "Back to Nature" alternative for Blake Island park 83 

I favor the first option. "Back to Nature". 84 

How about returning Blake Island to the Indian tribes and letting them decide how to use 
it? 85 

I would like to add my voice to those supporting the transfer of the Blake Island to tribal 
control. Given all that was taken from the tribe, this would a small consolation. As one 
who enjoyed an excursion to Blake Island with Argosy, I would love to see such a program 
there again if the tribe is so inclined. If the state worked with the tribe to make these 
programs more accessible, so much the better. It would be one small gesture towards 
atonement and cooperation, which is long overdue. 86 

Let Blake island return to nature unless you can find a replacement for a group Like Tillich 
Village who wants to pay all the costs and provide transportation for the people. Do NOT 
make it for the rich boat owners and make the poor public pay for it unless there is a way 
we can get there too. 87 

Parks play an important role in our community. While there are many people with the 
resources to own or enjoy out-of-city retreats, most do not and our parks provide them 
with the means for restoration and reflection in an increasingly dense urban metro. The 
1,127-acre Blake Island State Park is a unique opportunity to provide such a retreat. 
 
Blake Island State Park needs to be accessible and affordable to many who otherwise 
would not be able to enjoy a tranquil island escape. Camping opportunities for youth, 
transportation connections enabling day-trips and overnight accommodations for 
residents and their guests, nature walks and well-designed trails to accommodate 
visitors with minimal disruption to the natural environment (outside of the active 
recreation areas) should all be considered. Local Salish tribes should be engaged in the 
planning, development, and operation of the park in a manner that honors the island’s 
indigenous history and provides economic opportunities for tribal members. 88 

Regarding Blake Island: I would love to see a new lodge style accommodations with a 
Native theme to reflect ancestral heritage. 
Also, ADA accessible cabins and an improved wharf area would be idea due to the 
closing of the accessible cabins at the Cama Beach State Park. 
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Finally, a passenger only ferry running several times a day to get folks to and from the 
island would be needed. 89 

The structures at Blake Island State Park deserve consideration for inclusion on the 
Washington State 
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation list. the buildings are over 50 years old 
and represent a historically significant architectural theme. Additionally, an event 
attended by world leaders and hosted by the President of the United States, the Asian 
Pacific Economic Conference (APEC), was held on the buildings of Blake Island in 1993 
adding credence to the historic preservation claim. 
 
As a sustaining entity, the historic features need for the marina, maritime passage and 
utilities to be kept intact and/or restored. 
 
The State Parks Commission has had some notable wins preserving the state's historic 
artifacts such as the CCC built structures at Deception Pass, the preservation of the 
buildings at the former St. Edward's Seminary and the epic failure at Cama Beach. Time 
to increase the metric. 
 
This task needs to be added to the master plan study. 90 

I support alternative 2. I would love to take my family camping there. But I don't have a 
boat. So that essentially means that I can't do that today. Alternative 2 makes it at least a 
possibility.  
 
As mentioned in the pros and cons, how realistic is a public or commercial ferry service? 
I don't really want alternative 3, but if that helps to bring ferry service, I might be more 
inclined to support it. 91 

Strongly prefer the BACK TO NATURE alternative. 92 

We've gotten too old to paddle lately, but really appreciated being able to camp on this 
island ... and use the restrooms. I'd like to see the campground retained, but the marina 
and buildings should be abandoned. 93 

I favor stage #3 for Blake Island redevelopment. 94 

I am supporting the "Back to Nature" alternative that removes the marina. While I have 
visited Tillicum Village traveling to Blake Island via the Argosy boat, my favorite 
experience was kayaking from Vashon Island to Blake Island about 10 years ago. On the 
return trip to Vashon, we saw 2 orcas in the early morning when the sound was smooth 
as glass. 95 

Return the island to local tribal control. 96 

Blake Island is a state treasure and should be accessible to everyone. It's currently 
restricted to boat owners which prevents most people from visiting.The amenities 
available for boaters should also be updated, there's limited dock space and a 
diminishing number of mooring buoys. 97 

Plan 2 is by far the best. Keep the docks as they are a great resource that is close to the 
cluster of the larger cities on Puget Sound. 3 generations of my family have enjoyed the 
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ability to dock and enjoy this unique park. Don't know if the park store can ever earn it's 
keep. We have noticed that when power was added the number of boats at the dock 
declined because it encouraged the very large boat, when demand shore power, and 
then take up a lot of space shutting others out. 98 

I would suggest that whatever plan is adopted re Blake Island State Park, it includes a 
way for the paying public to access the island. Right now, if you are not a boat owner, or 
know someone who is, you have no way of accessing the Park.  
 
I would be against any plan that creates a state owned nature reserve where only the 
wealthy have access. 99 

Regarding Blake Island - When I was growing up, my parents always took out of town 
guests to the island via the Agosy boats, and everyone enjoyed the salmon meal and 
show. It would be nice if that kind of thing could resume. As a boater, I definitely support 
improving and maintaining the marina. There are so many recreational boaters these 
days and it feels like there aren't enough places for us to tuck in for the night. 100 

Prefer option 2. Keep the island accessible, but also keep it as natural as possible. 101 

Please let the island go back to its natural state 102 

The future of Blake Island should be decided by the Squamish people with some level of 
financial support from the State. It’s their land. I submit my desire for letting it return to a 
wild state but the decision should be theirs. 103 

Alternatives Input (didn’t see a numbered form): 
Full nature preserve style has to get my top spot, 5/5 as long as renewable power and 
water systems installed (even at extra cost—this goes for all options) 
Equitably accessible for the most folks (5th one listed in Seattle times article) second 
choice 
No preference between maintaining roughly same level of boat and visitor access and 
increasing those levels to allow more commercial use 104 

It is disappointing that Blake Island master planning is being put to public vote before the 
tribe has weighed in. They should have say in what will happen to thier ancestral lands. Is 
reparation and giving a portion of the property back to them being considered? If they 
have interest in that option it 100% should be considered. Now is the time. 105 

Return blake Island access to the general public for those who don't have a boat. We 
want to have access to the beach and trails. I used to go via Argosy but when the prices 
jumped to $40 each way, I could no longer take myself and kids to enjoy the beauty of the 
island. My suggestion would be to limit to day use only to reduce impact to wildlife 106 

I think Blake Island is a gem, and most people want to see what we have and had taken 
care of and improved. The business plan for hospitality on an island is a tough nut to 
crack, but I think success will be a Centrum model that expands access to a variety of 
interest groups for day trips, and preserves natural beauty for campers.  
Assets that can improve use and appreciation would be inter-tribal participation in venue 
and natural resource management, program facilities for Maritime Washington Heritage 
Area, The wooden boat and small boat communities and peninsula arts groups 
interested in programming the village longhouse. The RBA can help design a cleaner and 
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safer marina, that reduces fuel use and spill and improves vessel waste management. 
We are at the cusp of the foiling electric ferry age which will make Puget Sound walk on 
day trips faster, cheaper and lower in fossil fuel use, marine noise and wake impacts. 
Future plans should facilitate these vessels. WSP should facilitate lower impact 
enjoyment of Puget Sound as both a steward of the land and in its roll as an 
environmental educator. Delta Marine/Artemis Technologies, Candella, and operators 
such as Argosy, FRS Clipper, and Puget Sound Express should all be consulted on how 
the a team of Washington State agencies can facilitate the development of a next 
generation "Dragonfly Fleet" to connect recreational destinations in the most 
environemntally responsible way in the future. 
Best wishes on your mission to improve Blake Island. 107 

I would like to submit my vote for the Blake Island options.  
Alternative 4, is my top choice. 
Alternative 3 is second choice 
Alternative 2 is third and 
Alternative 1 is last choice. 
Blake island has been a part of my Northwest Experience from my 20's until last year for 
my 60th. Each time has been slightly less great than the time before, simply because of 
the state of the park. I was most disappointed to find a run-down and drab park last year 
when we arrived with friends to stay overnight on our boat, but even so, it was fun to walk 
the trails, look back at the Seattle skyline and take shelter for the night tucked into the 
marina. Blake island is a unique park to the US and the west coast. Please bring it back! 
108 

I preferred Blake when there was no power at the docks. Now very large boats take up 
most of the space whereas many more boats could fit before. Roughing it on the boat or 
at a campsite WAS the draw. I never visited Tillacum. Now people just park their 50’ 3 
story boats there and watch TV while those of us wanting to use the trails, beaches and 
shelters can’t get in. 109 

Please ensure that a marina continues to exist for folks enjoyment. 
 
Please don’t tear down the marina 110 

Blake island is a unique and important part of Puget sound boating. I encourage and 
support “option 2 - rustic retreat” which includes marina improvements to maintain 
access for boaters. 111 

There are few locations in Washington State where boaters can moor without paying very 
high prices, especially with electrical power (don't know if that is still included?). If the 
operation of Blake Island is changed to something other than a public marina, it would 
eliminate another dock from the list in Washington. For several years my husband and I 
were State Marine Park Volunteers every summer for 2 weeks. Our job was to educate 
boaters on where to tie up, how long they could stay and rules for the island. We also 
were able to help people with injuries, making sure rules were obeyed, and calling the 
State Park Ranger (who lived on the island) when needed. We loved this period in our 
lives. Met some fabulous people. It was exhausting, but wonderful! Instead of the 
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possibility of eliminating the park, perhaps the moorage should be expanded and include 
some kind of summertime ferry service for day trippers so they can enjoy it too. 112 

I believe returning the island to close to its natural state, with improved restrooms and a 
caretaker residence, would be the best solution. Offering ferry service two times per day 
for campers or hikers. We've visited to a few islands in North Carolina where this has 
been done quite well. This would honor and respect the islands native American and 
Chief Sealth legacy. 113 

I vote for Rustic Retreat. 114 

Blake Island is a wonderful jewel so close to the city! We go there several times a year 
using the marina and mooring balls. The hikes are great and accessible to all age groups.  
I had been there long before I was a boater to visit Tillicum village, watch the cultural 
dances and delicious salmon feast. It was an amazing and educational experience and I 
wish it was still available for more people (including tourists) to enjoy. Even with the 
Argosy boats that used to go there it never seemed too crowded. Plenty of space to enjoy 
as you wish. 
It would be a terrible idea to remove the marina and moorings. I realize that it is difficult 
to make money for a vendor but it was a good experience for many. 115 

I support the Rustic Retreat option. Would like to see showers and flush toilets kept and 
additional mooring buoys added. 116 

I support Blake Island Alternative 2.  
To me, it provides the best blend of maintaining the natural aesthetic and feel of Blake 
with the least commercialization. Other alternatives promote excess traffic and a loss of 
nature. Luxury cabins for rent - that is not what Blake has offered boaters for generations.  
All marine structures require periodic maintenance and upgrades whether they are 
docks or mooring balls, gangways or breakwaters. Solving the current deterioration by 
constructing new commercial docks only creates a similar problem as we have now. . . 
those alternatives create the same problem in the future when money will be even tighter 
than today. Not to mention the upkeep required for new luxury cabins. They are only new 
a short while in their lives. From then they require annual maintenance, which requires 
additional finances. 
Boaters seeking refuge from the city find it at Blake Island. They travel to Blake to escape 
the city. I cannot see constructing new lodging on Blake island with improved luxury 
cabins.  
Blake Island is the closest, most affordable escape for boaters with limited time to enjoy 
the outdoors and nature. Let's keep Blake as natural as posssible while maintaining 
boater access. Acknowledge all docks and mooring balls need to be updated, the 
docking area needs to be dredged. None of those maintenance requirements are new. 
None is a surprise. They only are a matter of time when they come due again.  
Perform those actions of Alternative 2. I thank you for reading this. 117 

Blake Island state park is a spectacular state park extremely close to Seattle and 
represents unique historical significance for the region. I support maintaining the park as 
is at a minimum and expanding as budget allows. It is very busy from mid spring to mid 
fall. 118 
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Parks Planner, 
I  was not able to send pictures to you using your On-Line Public Comment form in the 
Seattle Times email dated March 12. 2026 and am hoping that my comments can be 
passed on to the Parks Planner.   
Comment: 
While Parks are listing 4 alternatives for improvements, I will not specifically address any 
one of them, only give you my recommendations based on previous visits; first by an 
early Argosy Cruise and second by private boat with friends in 2018.  I have attached 
several photographs of our later visit. 
Please keep it simple and do not destroy any of the existing replicated Northwest Native 
Tribal buildings.  They are beautiful and historic.  That would be a travesty and an insult to 
our native history.  See the attached images taken on our 2018 visit.   
You must keep the longhouse in its original form and restore only as necessary keeping 
the traditional native salmon bake and dances in tribal costume if you expect to profit by 
a significant number of visitors.  Only commercial cruise visitors, cabins, campers and a 
few private boaters will support your operation.  There is no road access.  Provide a 
helipad or open area for emergency evacuations. 
Keep the campground and moorage buoys.  Keep kayak rentals and provide moorage 
space for small boats and kayaks.  Cabins are a good idea.  Standard only.  No luxury 
cabins.  No lodge.  This is a rural area.  No dress up here.  Trails, kayaking, swimming, 
beach fires and sand castles are the order of the day.  
Our experience mooring at the existing dock was fine.  I would think that it may only need 
a new ventilated deck to comply with code.  A new marina is something that you should 
think really hard about before spending the money for a complete replacement.  Enlarge 
only if necessary.  
Thanks for listening and Good Luck, 119 
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I desire very 120 

I desire very much to keep Blake Island available to boaters and marine camping. It 
doesn't have to have a full marina , but similar to some of the San Juan Island parks, 
mooring buoys and some dock space. Maybe the long dock where the Argosy used to 
dock and shorter one in the breakwater. Power and water are nice but not a necessity. 121 

We have been many time users of the great facilities at Blake Island SP for the past 30 
years. While we have seen some slight decline in the infrastructure, it is a great get away, 
close to many boaters. We express our strong support to keep what is present and to 
improve those amenities. Most of the mooring buoys are gone and need to be fully 
replaced. Invest our tax dollars to improve and grow this valuable asset. Thank you. 122 

We use Blake Is State Park many times annually even though we reside in Spokane. 
Restrooms could use long needed updating and a visual check of the docks should be 
conducted annually to identify and replaced worn and dangerous decking. Thanks for 
listening, [x]. PS too bad the Indian lodge/fish house remains unused. That is a lost 
treasure.123 

I am a disabled boater. It is hard for me to access outdoor recreation opportunities. Blake 
Island is a wonderful refuge for me. When I’m there on my boat, I feel closer to nature. It 
is peaceful and relaxing. I prefer the rustic retreat option. 124 

Many of our club members individually visit Blake Island throughout the year. We also 
have had a traditional club cruise to Blake Island, our Penguin Cruise, in January or 
February. This brings in 15-18 boats that use the facility when it would otherwise hardly 
be used. 35-55 ft boats make up the preponderance or our club's boats. If only 30 ft, or 
even 40 ft, slips are available, we will no longer be able to either have our cruise, or go 
individually. The current dock arrangement would be improved if you simply converted 
the dock reserved for the Park staff, and the dock formerly used by Argosy so that they 
can be used by other boats., reserving enough footage for 1 or 2 Park staff boats. You 
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could also move the current daytime reserved space to overnight space and move the 
day use space to the same dock as the Park state dock. Doing all that may eliminate the 
need to do dredging, saving you use amounts of money, Also, when you change the dock 
and ramp grates, please make them dog-friendly. 125 

Please address the local Goose population. This isn’t Natural for them not to migrate. The 
result is Goose Sh—t everywhere. Where is the health department? Who would let 
children play in this grass field? 126 

I support the “Back to Nature” option for Blake Island. There is no reason to put money 
into a marina, concessions, lodging or other development that would depart from the 
island’s natural state. It should remain a quiet haven. Thank you. 127 

I am a boater and have enjoyed taking my family and others to Blake Island for many 
years. I would like to see it preserved and updated for marine use. I like the idea of regular 
passenger service for those who don't currently have a boat to come to the island and 
enjoy its natural beauty.  
 
I have experienced the Tillicum Village experience, but I think its moment in the island's 
history may be past. I think a concession involving a resort or lodge may be much more 
viable, both culturally and financially. 
 
I like the current mix of recreation and natural beauty, but worry that the lack of a 
passenger ferry service makes it only accessible to those with the means to own and 
operate a boat to reach the island. This leaves the island very inaccessible to many. 
 
I am a fan of alternative 4, but worry that the current political climate may prevent it from 
being realized without a legislative champion. As a second choice, alternative 2 is my 
favorite. It is a continuation of the current use with upgrades to accommodate additional 
users and modernize aging facilities.  
 
Thank you for being willing to take comments on this master plan! 128 

I would like to be informed about future project updates, surveys, and meetings. What a 
cool opportunity to get involved with the process of deciding the future of an island! 129 

A fifth option should have been included on the survey.  Return to the Suquamish Tribe. 
130 

 
Thank you for all the amazing services you provide Washingtonians and tourists! We love 
our state! 131 

Alexandra,  
 
Looks like you’re making progress creating a master plan for Blake Island. Here are my 
thoughts on the future of Blake Island State Park.  
 
Given the extraordinary growth in King and Kitsap Counties it seems only logical to view 
Blake Island State Park in a similar manner as Lake Sammamish or St. Edward’s - that is 
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serving a large urban population. The first question is how can residents of King and 
Kitsap Counties access Blake Island State Park? Today they need boats or be 
exceptionally strong and crazy swimmers! Both counties operate pedestrian only boats. 
Kitsap operates fast pedestrian ferries from Bremerton and Southworth. King county 
operates the West Seattle to downtown passenger only ferry. Any plan for improving 
Blake Island State Park has to solve this access problem.  
 
My proposal is to do the following: 
 
     Focus the plan to primarily serve the populations of King and Kitsap counties. 
     While still serving the marine community, scale the marina to serve primarily 
passenger only ferries with limited docking for personal pleasure craft.  
     Develop the park much like other urban oriented State and regional parks with hiking 
trails, a bike trail circumnavigating the park, covered picnic areas, play grounds, water 
sports like kayaking/canoeing and some tent only camping. Add a concession for food, 
drink, renting sail boards and kayaks and providing life jackets.  
     Don’t recreate the former concession or add a lodge.  
 
Obviously the critical issue is providing public transportation to the park. Metro runs 
busses to parks in the Cascades and to serve state and local parks throughout the 
region. In the summer months (and those great weather weekends that happen 
sporadically) Lincoln and Alki and Golden Gardens parks are overwhelmed not to 
mention Lake Washington parks. Easy access to Blake Island State Park would provide a 
truly unique experience for metro area park users not currently available unless you can 
drive to Anacortes and catch a ferry to the Sa Juan Islands. And even there, it’s not easy 
to find the kind of public water front access that Blake Island offers. On Blake you can 
watch eagles sore, whales breach ad enjoy beaches and forests. A truly unique 
opportunity for the 2.6 million residents of King and Kitsap counties and the 4.1 million 
metro area population, more than half the population of the state.  
 
In summary: solve the access problem and develop Blake Island State Park as an urban 
State Park.  
 
Respectfully, 132 

I agree with [previous commenter] – it would be a shame to not utilize such a wonderful 
asset as Blake Island.   Access is the issue right now and of course cost of renovation.  I 
think cost can be scaled down to make it work but I do think some cooperation with 
WSDOT could be very helpful here.  The car and passenger ferries run right by the north 
end of Blake Island multiple times a day on their way to Bremerton and 
Southworth.   There may be some opportunity to work with them on providing passenger 
ferry service. 
 
Best Regards, 133 
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Blake island is a beautiful escape here in the sound. We’ve been coming by boat with my 
parents for 20 years and now with kids of my own I want to continue to show them the 
magic of this place. It’s such an adventure to come to Blake and always a highlight of our 
boating trips. We stay at the marina in the winter and often and use the mooring balls 
with our annual pass. I truly hope the parks department considers keeping the marina 
and mooring balls. Thank you! 134 

In Reference to Blake Island State Park 
 
I am a native Washingtonian, age 70 who has never gotten to go to Blake Island. I hope 
that excursion boats may be restored there and that, at least a proper larger dock at the 
side of the Island that Argosy used to use, is maintained and up-graded.  
The last option making it in to a fancier resort, seems so costly. It does have 'intrigue,' but 
does not seem viable.  
I think Blake Island should be FOR EVERYBODY. 135 

To whom it may concern, 
 
The marina at Blake Island has long served as a vital destination for the boating 
community, providing safe and essential access to the shore. 
 
While adding mooring balls is beneficial, the NW corner of the island is the only area that 
offers adequate protection from dangerous freighter wakes. Removing the marina would 
inevitably concentrate vessels in this specific area. Because space for mooring balls is 
limited, more boaters will be forced to anchor, which would be highly destructive to the 
local eelgrass and bottom ecology. Furthermore, for an aging boating population, the 
marina is the only safe way to access the island; removing it would effectively prevent 
many people from visiting. 
 
While I recognize that marinas require costly maintenance and have an environmental 
footprint, they function much like paved parking lots in public parks—they are the most 
effective way to facilitate public access. Considering the ecological and safety risks of 
the alternatives, maintaining the marina remains the best solution for preserving access 
to this beautiful location. 136 

Of the alternatives presented, I favor alternative 1, “Back to nature.” But have you 
conducted government-to-government consultation with the Tribe or Tribes with claim to 
this land? What do they want?? That should be the primary consideration. 137 

TURN UP THE VOLUME OF YOUR VIDEO 138 

Please keep Blake Island marina open and available. It is a Seattle area treasure ! 139 

I think Blake Island should be totally left alone. It belongs to the Native Americans and is 
a setting for the past. There will not be enough traffic to turn it into a slum. Development 
should be totally out of the question. 140 

I would be very disappointed to see the Blake Island Marina go away. I visit the marina 
numerous times each year. I think it would be a shame to see it go away. I have a 
connection to the island. My sister in law's grand father was the caretaker on the island 
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before the marina was put in. When I was a young boy living on Vashon Island we would 
take our small skiff over there and camp out. 141 

Please maintain or improve the Marina. 142 

Blake Island should be shared with local Indigenous Peoples.143 

I believe that the island should maintain the current boat-only access to the island. The 
charm of the island would diminish, and the newly found traffic would add additional 
unforeseen adverse environmental impacts that would alter the island to its detriment. 
 
It is my understanding that any new infrastructure improvements will be costly for the 
Blake Island Marine State Park MP initiation. As an annual user/visitor to the State Park 
I’m always appreciative of how well kept the island is. Strategic, thoughtful land use 
planning and infrastructure improvements may lend itself to consideration of funds that 
assist in creating a true ‘Leave the area better than you found it’ demo project. 
 
I’d propose that a focus be placed on a user-dependent improvements that assist with 
the sustainability of the SP for future generations. One action item would be increasing 
the number of small garbage collectors around the island where public users can easily 
handle and dispose of a full refuse bag/container and take it to a larger collector in a 
designated area of the island – this would continue the positive stewardship on the 
island while the improvements are not as grandiose or as costly. 
 
Another item of consideration would be to install anchor buoys in a designated area that 
could mitigate some of the shoreline erosion/sedimentation concerns around the 
naturalized areas. This would serve as an alternative to boaters looking for an 
anchor/embark area. This anchor buoy area would e off set from any beach for 
environmental reasons. Where the marina removal is proposed would appear to host a 
tombolo if funding is available from other agencies encouraging educational sciences. 
 
Expanding/updating the common areas for rentals would be beneficial to the overall 
bottom-line, but I believe the payoff needs to “pencil-out” within 10 years/active seasons 
before approving the budget. 
 
Every time I’ve been on the island I’m amazed of the cleanliness of the island this, I 
imagine, is due to many factors in no particular order such as: staff attentiveness; public 
stewardship; mindful trips to the island. 144 

Please keep Blake Island State Park as is. Making improvements would be welcome, but 
it is a lovely state park as is...Thank you for your consideration. 145 

Thank you for this effort. Please keep the Marina and add buoys if able. 146 

My family and I visited Blake Island a few times when Tillicum Village was operating and 
enjoyed the show and the food. 
But, I have a different view of Blake Island and that is from my youth. My parents had a 
home on Vashon when I was growing up. My dad’s father was the Blake Island caretaker 
during the late 30’s and early 40’s. He and my grandmother were hired by four men who 
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owned the island but lived back East. 
My grandparents lived in the caretaker’s house, not many steps from the mansion. The 
caretaker’s house was a very nice home, and the mansion was a two-story home with 4 
or 5 bedrooms and was quite impressive. I can still see the inside of it today. 
As caretakers, they took care of everything. My grandfather was made a deputy sheriff, so 
he was responsible for going around the island twice each day in a motorboat to keep 
people off the island.  
As a young boy during the 1930’s and 40’s, my parents would go to the island quite often. 
They let me stay with grandma and grandpa. I always enjoyed that time.  
Now that I am an old man and look at the 4 options you have presented, I have a difficult 
time deciding what should happen to the State Park. For me it was paradise until 1942 
when the Army took it over for a while.  
My first choice would be alternative 2 and the second, alternative 1. 147 

I visit Blake Island several times a year via boat from Tacoma. I like proposal alternative 2 
as it keeps the park rustic, improves the tight/shallow marina, and adds more mooring 
buoys on the west side. A large part of Blake's charm is that it doesn't have buildings or 
concessions and I don't believe this should be changed. The marina could certainly be 
improved and offers shelter to boaters on rough days. But our preference is always to 
anchor on the west side, which is more protected and secluded. The current lack of 
buoys and challenging anchoring depths would benefit from additional buoys. 148 

It is foolish to create tomorrow's environmental disaster today by re-developing Blake 
Island. Sea level rise will have its way regardless of human hubris. Leave the island to the 
birds 149 

Late submission. Hope it's considered to leave Blake Island in it's more natural state... a 
boat to island for smaller sized boats. ... Every place doesn't have to be developed...  150 

Have you pursued a friends of blake island fund. Or a go fund me or request from the 
Washington boaters association for fund with a state match. 151 

Marina plan alternatives are very important to me and my organization. We would like to 
see budget numbers for maintaining the existing facilities as well as multiple options for 
new Marina designs. We would like to comment on specific Marina design proposals. 152 

We would like to thank the 5 people from WSP who came up to Seattle to present on the 
Blake Island Master Plan to CYC Seattle. We had 48 people in attendance and felt like our 
questions were answered and our opinions were heard. Thank you to Alexandria, Nikki, 
and the rest of the team. 153 
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