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How do you rank Alternative 1: Back to Nature on a scale of 1-5?
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Rating Percentage Responses
1 Star: Hate it 56.87% 2330

2 Stars: Dislike It 19.75% 809

3 Stars: Neutral 7.18% 294

4 Stars: Like it 8.23% 337

5 Stars: Love it 7.98% 327
Average1.91 4097

# PLEASE PROVIDE ANY OTHER COMMENTS YOU HAVE ON ALTERNATIVE 1: BACK TO
NATURE.

1 I've found Blake island marina to be a valuable refuge when transiting the sound in unfavorable
weather.

2 Alt. #1 Is a surprisingly short-sighted proposed concept; ignores benefits of existing expensive
infrastructure including: marina, on-island buildings, electrical and water systems. ADA
compliance is complex but it is not an unsolvable problem. Proposal fails to recognize
importance Blake Island serves even in current condition to park visitors and users.

3 Not being able to access and experience Blake Island for our disabled sailing group would be
devastating. We have been doing our sailing , Blake Island camping trip since before 1997.
That was the first year that | personally with my daughter had the privilege to camp on Blake.

4 I am generally a back to nature guy, but | think this alternative overconstrains access

5 Reduced access for now and in the future seems like a big point against this proposal. If this
alternative is pursued, we would encourage State Parks to look into unstaffed ways to still tell
the story of this island, such as interpretive signage.

6 Seems this is the “we can’t do it” solution in disguise

7 Sell the land and let a developer turn it into a golf course/marina/lodging and restaurant

8 Boating community needs dock access to visit the park

9 greatly reduces ability to visit

10 | like the goal of adding additional mooring buoys and improving ADA access. The lack of a
basic marina is a big negative

11 We enjoy camping at Blake Island as a Scout troup, camping as a visitor, It is a gem of a
place that we should make accessible by boaters and visitors

12 It is important to add the mooring bouys so the island is accessible by boat.
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Blake Island should remain rationally, safely, and environmetally reponsibly accessable to the
boating public.

My family has been using the marina for 40 years.

Dislike as | would like to see buoys and a rebuilt marina so that boaters with small enough
boats can enjoy the setting with their families and safely come and go to the island.

Nonstarter in my opinion

The wildlife and natural environment is what makes Blake island desirable in the first place.
Without that, it's just like any other park (we already have many) except with the added
complication and expense associated with an island location. Therefore, any path forward must
have preservation of the natural Blake island environment as its first priority.

Give it back to the tribes
Too limited a public access

The only thing that worries me about this option is the lack of rangers to prevent unauthorized
access

Except keep the marina

Blake island is a gem and should be easily accessible to the public. A usable marina is
imperative

it is a waist to lose a functioning marina which brings folks to the island. Who would come to
the island ?

Reduction in public access is devastating. Our state's marina parks are few and far between.
They need to be persevered.

Please help provide more natural sanctuaries like this in the Salish sea
Keep the marina !
Too extreme

| understand the need for less cost and more nature. But the island isn’t that wild... | once got
caught in a bad storm off Seattle and the marina was a safe harbor. More use of park might
mean more habitat restoration .

| really love this idea in theory, but | worry about people disregarding new rules and causing
damage.

Do what has been done at other public island parks. Sucia, for instance. Go back to nature.
Don't understand the ADA concept or need.

A state park is meant to have visitors, with boating being a key pastime in the Puget Sound |
don't believe making is more difficult to access is a good idea

Fix up marina and no commercial development

Great...inaccessible nature. Is this a joke?

As a visitor to Blake Island via sailboat, | don't like this option of getting rid of the marina.
It would be so sad to lose this pack for access for sailboats

It feels very sustainable over the long term. | am concerned about limited access and
shoreline degradation. That said, | haven't been in many years and am other sure | could
access the island today.

Feels short sided

| cruise to Blake Island multiple times a year and love it. | also volunteer for the Footloose
weekend cruise and help get the disabled participants to the island and off the boat. It wouldn't
be possible to dinghy the disabled folks to shore.

This eliminates access by less agile or handicapped persons
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The comments on the marine use tell it all. Whether or not the marina or pump out facility is
there, people will find a way to visit and they will illegally pump out. Better to have the
infrastructure to prevent those issues.

Eliminate staff housing and welcome center to reduce costs

While | see the obvious attraction, as a sailor in Puget Sound | deeply value the moorage
available at state parks.

5

| believe it unwise to remove the marina due to loss of boat traffic.
Protects the resource.

Protects the island and wildlife that parks should be a steward of

This is a gem of a park for families and kids very accessible from the city. It's mostly small
boats that go hear and camp providing a very unique experience for people to enjoy.

Worse for citizens and worse for the environment. Please don't do this. | would gladly pay
extra to use a functional marina.

Why does it cost 30 million to sustain the small marina?
This would make the island inaccessible to a lot of folks.
Need marina at Blake Island

Dock at your own risk

The state should be encouraging the use of public docks, mooring balls, and linear-tie
moorings. All of these options reduce the impact of anchors and anchor chains/rode on the sea
bed. Removing the marina removes access to the park for many people who cannot physically
get from a mooring ball ashore and around the island to the views of Seattle. We don't use the
marina, ourselves, we use the mooring balls, when possible. The marina allows access for
people with limited mobility and families.

How do ADA folks get onshore with no docks, and how much does the “Thunderbird vessel”
cost to operate

sounds nice, but it would really deteriorate the ability to use the island

My Cub Scout pack has a long history of annual visits to Blake Island for a weekend of
camping in the fall. We charter a large boat to ferry us over there. We don't need the full
marina, but without at least one large dock for pickup and dropoff | can't imagine we could
continue visiting the park.

Please maintain the marina. Please re-evaluate the "minimum cost" of marina maintenance vs
building a new marina.

We need private investors. No more tax dollars spent where private investing is a better
outcome and possible

This would be a big bummer. It's such a great experience to share, it'd be a shame to lose
safe access.

We usually anchor anyway, so lack of marina does not affect us much.
| would not like the marina to be removed.

Cannot express how much of a loss to the Parks system and region this would be. Would rate
it lower than 1 if | could. Also Why have ADA accessible pathways on a beach access only
site, or even maintain a park office under this alternative?

This deprives the public of boating and recreation opportunities. Blake island is an affordable
destination for families with a cheap ski boat, a rare in the broader area. Most of the island is
forest and in good ecological condition. Ecological benefits feel marginal. The most important
ecological area (eelgrass in anchoring zones) is harmed by this alternative because more
boats will anchor out.

| regularly visit/stay in the marina, coming from Shilsole. This would remove a prime boating
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destination near Seattle, and put more pressure on mooring buoys. Those on the east side are
often very uncomfortable in windy weather and are exposed to boat wakes, and with this plan
would have no easy protected access to the shore, so would often be untenable.

The state should be enhancing this park not diminishing this awesome resource. | hate what
has become of other parks like Flaming Geyser where a vibrant park has been neglected and
become an embarrassment to state parks. This option beels like that to me.

I've used Blake Island about once a year since the 1970's. While | dislike this option, | prefer it
to the other except, leave and maintain the facilities as they are and perhaps add a few more
mooring bouys.

All plans need to include an expanded marina option.

The present docks allow disabled persons to access the island for recreation and camping
Without the infrastructure of docks, some of our citizens will be unable to enjoy the natural
offerings of the island.

Why have an island so close to Seattle that most people won't be able to use/access?
Would be, essentially, a huge waste of what this state park has to offer.

Let's not kid ourselves. Throwing up our hands and walking away would yield short term
savings but invite long-term headaches. For instance, what to do about inevitable squatters
eager to escape societal responsibility, who find irresistible the siren call of an "abandoned"
island? (A much harder issue to manage than boarding up a vacant building.) What's
necessary is an appropriate, visible balance of park staff presence and infrastructure, ensuring
a safe and sanitary experience for visitors and the environment.

While | understand it and don't hate it, the concerns about the behavior of the public and the
reduced availability of marine parks mid-Sound are concerning.

keep marina

Blake Island is a great place close to Seattle to connect with nature. Removing the marina and
mooring balls would make the park only accessable to sea kayakers.

| like the marina.

Use of the Marina has been a highlight of boating in Puget sound since | was a student at the
UW. Where else is there access for boaters to come in this part of the sound, pitch their tents
on the beach and stay overnight! Please please please doing allow this option to be taken
away!! It'sa treasure to our area!!

No way for people to get there—the Boy Scouts who use the argosy couldn’t go any more

This is the opposite of progress. You are removing accessible experiences to the children of
the area

The marina is what facilitates Access for so many, scouts and other groups for example.

The cost benefit of returning Blake Island State Park "back to nature" compared to other
options is poor fiscal management.

heritage.

Blake Island is the first island | visited as a child and | still enjoy visiting as a grandparent.
Many public gems that instill connection with nature and conservation are becoming
unavailable or restricted access. Too many public spaces are being taken over by an
increasing homeless population, becoming damaged and unsafe because of shifting
government priorities and regulatory challenges. It seems the higher objective is restrict
access by bureaucrats because that is the easiest thing to do. This proposal has so many
unfortunate cons. If we were ever to get an Indian Tribe or other organization to highlight
Tillicum village as a Native American educational and awareness site, the cost for that future
opportunity would be impossible. This is where | first learned about and formed my
appreciation of our Northwest Native Amercans heritage.

The plan is to remove any viable boat access which would allow ADA individuals to get on the
island, but then increase ADA ease of use on the island? How does this work? | don't see a lot
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of ADA individuals kayaking to Blake Island, and then needing enhanced pathways to move
about the island. This is absurd.
please add 20 bouys total.
More mooring buoys and "no anchoring" buoys.
Access for WA citizens is my primary concern
Having a marina for boats to safely dock is helpful
Please do not remove marina

| like the phased retreat approach and planned decommisioning of the village and marina
facilities. This seems like a smart plan considering expected budgets and state parks
priorities. | also like the additional mooring balls for boaters and restoration of the beach where
the marina used to be.

Could only work if more marine buoys (mooring balls) are installed

Keep the marina and mooring balla

Removing the marina docks would remove ADA access to the island completely.
Bad idea

If you remove the marina you can skip the ADA facilities

Worried about the negative impact of the marine environment for this option.

| like it for the island and the animals, but dislike it as I'm a sailboater and love being able to
be at the marina.

The Marina is very important!

If you remove the marina, there is no point for any other upgrades, as visitors will significantly
decrease.

This is One of the few marinas near Seattle that is affordable for average voters to enjoy the
state park.

DO NOT DO THIS. Blake Island is a gem for boaters and unique. If we lose the marina there is
no alternative near Seattle, only marinas attached to cities.

Smaller keel boats without a dinghy would be hard pressed to make it to shore, even in the
summer. In the winter, many boaters rely on the shore power to heat their families aboard. The
presence of the shore power is what enables year round use of Blake for those without boats
that have intrinsic onboard heating- only the richest people with the nicest boats will be able to
enjoy the island in the colder months.

This is a terrible idea. If you restrict access by not maintaining the marina, lees people will be
connected to the Puget Sound and this unique state park. Less connection equals less people
caring for the environment, thus your goal to help the environment is counterproductive.

Blake island gets lots of use and is the only marine park easily accessible from Seattle
| am a boater and our family loves to visit and spend a few days

This removes access / works backwards from the resource of Blake Island to the Greater
Seattle / Puget Sound area

summer boat access is one of the best things about Blake Island. Removing the marina is a
terrible idea.

It's a State Park. Access is job one!

The reduction in access is unacceptable. Additionally calling this option “back to nature” feels
like a cop out. If our objective was to revert to a natural management landscape, we wouldn’t
also improve campgrounds. Implicit in this option is Blake Island functioning as a park with
public access, so with that agreement, | find reducing that access is unacceptable.

Blake Island Marina is the only overnight dock park location anywhere close to the metro area
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of King and Kitsap counties. The loss of the marina would be a shame since costs of removal
is expensive and once it is gone, it would never have enough funding to be restored once this
mistake was realized.

DO NOT GET RID OF THE MARINA!!!I

This option would exclude people, but it would create a wilder experience
The marina is a great public resource. It is enjoyed by many year-round.
We love the marina and would pay more to have it remain

Parks need to be accessable.

Kayaking is unsafe and that is the only way to access.

At the minimum 1 think this option needs a robust dinghy dock.

Do not eliminate the marina

Marina is a very important part of the

The water level will not flood the island in the next 2000 years.

Oversight by Park Personnel is vital to maintain the island , Shelters for campers str bitsl.
would make it impossible for most people to enjoy the island

an island park this close to a major city should have some investment in amenities - planned
collaboratively with Tribes

This option is terrible! All the infrastructure exists that would be destroyed is wasteful. The
marina is heavily used by boaters and provides an important refuge during inclement weather
and for off-season use. Even if the Tillicum Village buildings cannot be saved (which would be
a shame), the marina should remain.

Water access is important to use the park. Would decrease my family use
Don't do it.
Lack of visitation will be the result of this wonderful space

agree with this [ Blake Island is a desirable place to visit, and if we remove facilities that allow
visitor access, they will likely find a way to visit regardless, which may cause more damage to
the marine environment than having designated facilities. It may lead to an increase in
anchoring and associated underwater disturbances, and an increase in beaching of small and
mid-sized boats will have impacts to intertidal plant and animal populations and will likely lead
to the creation of social trails along the shoreline. The loss of a marine pump-out location
would also likely lead to an increase in illicit discharges.]

Many people visit this park by boat, and this is one of the reasons we bought a boat, to
explore beautiful parks and get away from the nearby city!

Marina & Camping use #1
As Blake Island is close to urban areas, some amount of access would be nice to have.
This is the only sensible option.

this just makes it harder for WA citizens to enjoy the park. the island hasn't been "nature"
since time immemorial: let's be real, we humans (currently living, as well as in the distant past)
live here and we need to strike a balance with non-human nature

Abandonment of Tillicum Village is worrisome.

Blake Island should be accessible to folks in our community who do not have access to a
private boat.

This shouldn't be called back to nature but rather state parks cost cutting. The marine park
system in WA is a gem but there are very limited resources central to the major urban areas
around Puget Sound. The marina is tremendously important to the boating community and if
you want to alienate them this is the best option. | would expect moorage annual passes to
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decline afterwards as the action represents a significant sign that recreational boaters don't
count in WA. If you have to increase moorage to address the cost then do that. And | don't buy
the notion that the maintenance is too difficult to permit.

Ridiculous. As a society we have to provide recreational opportunities cities for QOL reasons.
Our population deserves these opportunities and overcrowding of existing opportunities will
worsen.

One star unless bouys are approved before de-construction.
If a good plan can't be reached then do this one.

I'm concerned about it becoming overly difficult to boat to, find a place to tie up, and visit the
beautiful island.

I would keep the marina for small boats, not dredge, but don't lose a resource that will never
come back.

We would no longer be able to visit.

Since Blake Island is located near such a large populated area such as Seattle I'm afraid
people will use it anyway and not have the facilities to handle the usage. This could be
detrimental in an environmental way.

kayakers will have more secluded campsites
Would prefer Indigenous inclusion in any development (like old Tillicum Village)
If Indigenous want to continue the use of Tillicum Village, I'd vote for that.e

Although return to a pristene site is not terrible, it ignores the history of the island (Tillicum
Village showcases our Native Peoples and art), as well as destroying other educational areas
and camping options (both those limited to human powered vessels and those with more
amenities). Blake Island is the only State-owned property, i.e. State Park that can be
accessed by one and all: the tour boats that use the Marina, private boats who use both the
marina and bouys, and those who can paddle ashore or anchor out.

Does NOT support public enjoyment of park.

Last great open space. Keep it from being ruined by people

Keep the Marina and fun its maintenance!

This eliminates access for anyone that needs the dock to feel secure.

This proposal feels like giving up on Blake Island rather than planning for its future. Removing
the marina and reducing access will not stop visitation, it will just make it unmanaged and less
equitable. Public parks should be accessible and actively stewarded, not scaled back to the
point that most people can’'t use them.

Like the idea of returning to natural environment but without any park presence or facilities
people will run rampant and ruin it

This is a treasure for Puget Sound boaters that we do not want to lose! "Retreat Approach" due
to sea level rise/global warming...that's a joke and can't be taken seriously. And, after you do
away with everything and add a couple more mooring buoys why would you waste money on
ADA compliant ramps and paths? No one in a wheelchair is going ashore in a dinghy.

We like to use marina and would not be able to go if it was gone.
as stated above, people will continue to access and visit, and they won't treat the place kindly

You can't take out campsites! People will continue to come to camp. Single travelers. Making
fewer larger campsite does not give access to users

Loosing the marina at Blake Island would be a terrible outcome!

Removing the marina and breakfront will cause damage to the shore and island during winds
and major tide fluctuations. It seems shortsighted to lose the ability to dock safely and
efficiently on the island.

This marina is vital to the boating community in Puget Sound. Please do not proceed with this
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alternative.

Back to nature would be great, especially for kayakers. | would like to see the new west bouys
added to the south; rather than around the point. Also make sure the "thunderbird launch" can
be used by a private shuttle in the future- much like Cyrpess Isalnd. Make sure that this dock
can be used by youth groups to access the group campsite.

This option will increase pressure at other locations that are already crowded. Blake island is a
nearby local destination for recreation that gets heavy use nearly year round

What are the tribes thoughts on option 1? Would it increase their access to their ancestral
land?

| like parts of it (reduction in cost, return to nature), but agree that boaters might cause more
damage continuing to access island without a marina. | visit the island many times a summer
by boat, and we always anchor (or moor when there is a buoy), so it wouldn't impact our use,
but we are for increased access for the public and this would reduce it.

Marine buoys installed on the East side is bad idea be they are exposed to shipping traffic
wake during day and night.

Horrible idea.
Why make it harder to camp there by reducing the number of available spots?
Blake Island will never draw enough crowd to be worthwhile, so a low level of facilities is best.

There is limited good holding for anchor and also poor anchoring by boaters will cause more
damage. Please find a way to add the buoys

we need a better balance of preservation and access. The potential damage caused by lack of
maintained bathrooms and designated access points is untenable.

If money is tight, and Alternative 2 can't be funded, then this is the logical fallback. If this
alternative goes forward, an idea is that in certain locations to provide shoreside "secure tie
up" points for people to tie up their boat when they beach it to stay for a longer period of time
(like at the campground.) The boat is beached in an environmentally friendly location, and also
can be tied securely to something that won't move.

but keep campsites

While returning it to natural processes seems good, the reality is that, due to the island’s
proximity to the city, people will visit. If there aren’t facilities to guide them in where and how,
they will do harm.

Sadly agree with prediction that some folks would be careless & cause damage without easy
alternative

You should find a way to keep the Longhouse.
A park should be accessible

| can appreciate the idea of reverting to a natural state, but in this area, accessibility for people
to recreate trumps a complete return to nature.

Spending money to remove the marina doesn't make sense and limits access to the island.

i have been using the park since 1958 and it has always been enjoyable. it is my belief that the
Tillicum building is past its useful life and would agree it should probably come down unless a
private company could make an update pencil out.

It would be nice to have the island like Sucia Island State Park

I'm concerned about third-to-last bullet point as well

The sea level has not risen

That is an option that makes it less available to many public users.

| don’t understand why it would be so difficult to permit the installation of buoys, as they are far
less disturbing of the bottom than anchoring. The marina removal would be a net benefit to the
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environment, and buoys are pretty low impact. | like restoration efforts, but | also really
enjoyed the salmon bake and dancing that we were able to attend.

If this option is chosen, it might as well go all the way with complete removal of all manmade
structures and facilities.

| suggest Alternative 1 PLUS a single dock or float for load/unload. Does not need to be
protected in a marina breakwater. The dock would make drop off for day use easy for boaters
and potential tour operators. Many state parks have day use drop off docks (eg James Island
and Jones Island in the San Juans). Allows for elderly and disabled visitors who cannot
transfer by dinghy or kayak. Also allows small (<50 pax) tour vessel to operate a day tour from
Seattle or Bremerton to drop people off for day use/hiking. Dock could be exposed to weather
(not breakwater protected) so in some weather conditions it might not be usable. Or if a float,
could be ‘taken up’ in the winter and deployed in the summer (comment with State Parks
docks in San Juans). Summary: Back to Nature PLUS load/unload dock. Think of Jones or
James Islands in the San Juans.

This would lead to very few people using the park.

Makes the park virtually inaccessible, especially to this needing to dock.

That is a lot of work and expense to get less access and value for park visitors.
Maybe limit development while sustaining what is there

I am a boater and visit the island

This eliminates visits from thousands of people including handicap. It is totally unacceptable. |
enjoyed the island before the marina and didn't like it until it became apparent how much
people enjoyed it that couldn't before.

Absolutely not! The marina is its best feature

| dislike this option because it reduces safe, lower impact visitation by recreational boaters.
Without guaranteed increases to the number of mooring buoys and maintenance of designated
landing areas and trails, the damages to the marine and shoreline environment will be
significant as the public will still want to visit. Blake Island is a uniquely located environmental,
cultural, and historical site that we should preserve responsible access for the public

Really appreciate marina as it is how | access the park

only allows a very select few to access the park

Access to the park requires a marina.

This retreat is effectively irreversable in the future.

Raise dock fees to pay for improvements. Raise fees for all camping on land.

Without access via boat very few Washingtonians will be able to visit. Why make a state park
nearly completely inaccessible?

One of the main points of a park is so that people use them. If the marina is removed so many
people will no longer be able to enjoy nature.

True if marina was removed we would anchor and kayak in

Visitors on their own by kayak, boat, canoe will then visit anyway and cause more damage to
the marine environment. Let’s protect this beautiful and unique park

1

You will cut off all Handicap access. You have cause more environmental damage then ever
before. This will stop an successful tourist business. This is a learning center for all old of
town tourist to better understand native culture. There is plenty of room man and nature. | have
spent year anchoring on the West side. | know what I'm talking about.

Remove structures and marina they are a hazard and liability. Forget the store. Boaters and
kayakers will have the supplies they need on board. I'm assuming ADA facilities are required
by law. How many boaters need ADA Facilities? Have restrooms at all campgrounds. Boats
have anchors and tenders to shuttle them from boat to island.
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Removing the marina and NE campsites will reduce access to WA public lands. Demolishing
Tillicum Village buildings will eliminate the opportunity for Washingtonians to visit and learn
about significance of Indigenous People's culture and ties to Blake Island

Please don't do this. It's too valuable to reduce to this.

It's a great asset for the community and we should make it easier, not hard to get to.
South side of island is already used in this manner

No dock at all pretty much means virtually No ADA access

Losing the marina means losing access to this park for most who enjoy it, including my family
who has been coming for years

Removing the marina would mean fewer boats could go to the island. It's such a gift to be able
to leave Shilshole and be to a beautiful island in a short amount of time

What is Blake Island without the marina?

Keep the marina, if removed there is no going back and you can't add more buoys, so more
anchoring and beaching

It's better for the Orcas and other wildlife

| would like to here the Sugamish Tribe's feelings...

It removes acces to too many people

Keeping the island as a haven for boaters, while also prioritizing the nature is a great idea.
Second choice. Prefer with Marina upgrade.

Footloose Disabled Sailing has had an annual sailing trip here for years. This option would end
it.

It's hard to bring back the marina after you take it out

We have enjoyed staying at the marina on our boat. Many times it would not have been safe to
anchor around the island with the weather. It was nice having a safe place to get into.

We like going to Blake Island Park so we would prefer to have it still accessible and be able to
moor there

This option removes access for many people to a state treasure.
WSP should organize monitoring of illegal moorage with local government

2. The amount of cost to remove a breakwater will be extremely high. | understand the nature
benefits you get by removing it. But that single piece of infrastructure is the most expensive
when developing a marina. | don't know the dredging needs going forward, but if the marina is
functional at 70% of tides, you could still keep the marina open with the understanding that
deep drafted vessels can't use it. If boats bottoming out is a no tolerance risk for Parks, then |
understand. | think it would be a shame to remove it completely. | volunteer for an Footloose
and our annual Blake Island Trip would probably not be possible if the marina was just
removed completley. | also don't understand how additional buoys are difficult to permit. | work
with the SSNP Conservation Calculator and | am sure you could find some timber piles
somewhere to mitigate those buoys. That statement doesn't make sense to me. Especially if
you remove the breakwater, | would think that that would generate more than enough credits to
account for addtional buoys.

| like the idea of removing the marine but not the idea of tearing down the main Tillicum
building -- that should be kept and turned into something that doesn't require as much
maintenance

Been using the facility since | was seven and I'm 67 now I've taught grandkids and kids there
every summer need to keep at least part of the marina

People will continue to use it and this will lead to inappropriate use

Parks are for everyone. This feels like a lot if cost to alienate park goers
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Make more campsites reservable.

The Peole of WASHINTON STATE deserve to have the Blake Island Marina and our taxes
should continue to help maintain the Marina

We need to give wildlife every chance we can to recover from habitat destruction and the
effects of climate change.

This limits disabled people accessing this park, and the marina is already “developed” w/r/t
shoreline, so better to preserve other undeveloped shoreline that is at threat of development.

| am a a boater, and | bring family to the island frequently. The marina is a wonderful feature.
There are already a good number of buoys, which are also great. More isn't necessarily
needed, but if retreating from the island is what happens, | have concerns about the continued
maintenance of the buoys.

| wouldn’t be sad if the power was removed. when that happened the atmosphere totally
changed and now it is over run with large power boats so that far fewer boats can enjoy the
beautiful beaches and trails

Makes use of the park very difficult. Dislike the additional bouys, many boats don't fit on a
state bouy and replacing anchor locations with bouys restricts boats that can visit.

Once the marina is lost, we can't get it back. | think it is worth keeping
Little public opportunity to enjoy the island

Create trails and landing spots for hand launch to avoid "social trails" and other impacts. Use
signage.

although this will provide rustic expereince, it will really limit boaters who frequent the island
Would like to see evidence of the negatives of add'| anchoring or substantial erosion
Closing the Blake Island Marina would be a crime!!!! Only kayakers would have access.
Like it, but had not considered the potential negative marine impacts, which concern me.

The village is a great memory to many and getting rid of it would be horrible. Keep the dream
alive of a revitalization!

| like more natural environments. | like spending money on more impactful projects. The
marina serves an only large boat owners. Consider keeping facility for a walk on ferry to
provide access to the general public

Blake Island is a boaters paradise. This option is abhorrent

It's difficult enough now for private campers and hikers to get to Blake Island. This plan would
make it even harder, and would eliminate the option for many people to experience it at all--
particularly those from lower income backgrounds.

great facility worthy of restoration, agree with disadvantages as described above

Prefer it be retained as a nature preserve and tribal site not a park. Or, Seek alternative non-
anchoring options, would a floating dock work to an anchored shore point instead of a whole
marina type thing? Is it tracked at all how many sailboats vs power boats vs kayaks etc visit
over the last couple years? Stopping dredging seems like the best option and take it back to
nature but if you invite camping instead of only day use then all the other problems wiill
continue.

Definitely my first choice. This little island needs protection. Tillicum Village... a "fake" indian
"experience" shoul;d never have bewen created or allowed there! It's a travesty to our local
Native cultures. Overall, this little gem of an islet should be hard to get to and offer limited
"amenities.". How about no motorized water craft allowed? e

This is the best option as it allows for visits, but limits development
Why would the store need enlarging if visitation is likely reduced?
Would like to see nest gourds for purple Martin swallows provided-over water

Removing the marina will make the island inaccessible to me due to my disability.
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Removing 90 percent of how people get to Blake island is a horrible idea. | can't even believe
it's being considered. You want to make things ADA yet you are taking away the marina! How
are ADA people supposed to get to the island without a marina???

Less disturbing nature in future

Too restrictive to visitors

Does not accommodate for future access and use of park by marine vessels. Do not support.
| think there should be an option for power/sail craft

Spending mony on ADA access to on-Island facilities is rediculous when reducing access
ease to the Island itself.

Understand the financial incentive to decommission marina. Concerned about future misuse of
the island by irresponsible people

Blake Island should be kept in as natural condition as possible. It represents a once-in-a-
lifetime to keep an area close to urban development, relatively undeveloped. If the island is
further developed, there will be no turning back. One question relates to staffing. Are their park
aides living on the island now? How many? Does this option envision a reduction in staff?

There are few natural areas in south Salish Sea

| hate to see our parks become so isolated that they cannot be enjoyed by the citizens who
are paying for them

Best use. Lowest cost!

I'd like to see this option implemented along with a permanent state park ranger presence to
maintain boating access rules

Islands are inherently more sensitive to level of use so | lean towards less i frastructure.
Though | acknowledge the risk of violations

Motor vessel usage could easily devolve to worst case usage

There are plenty of "developed" parks and places in Western WA, but few opportunities to
regain natural areas for wildlife

Limits access too much

given cost and climate change this is the only good option
Concern limits access to island to only those who have boat.
No marina for boaters to take refuge during sudden bad weather
Awful loss of a usable park. Never do this.

Need marinal

| do not see the point in spending time or money on decommissioning campsites; just leave
them as the are. Also see no point in having a store at all.

Only privately owned vessels will access, impractical for ADA access
Please make this gem available to the public

Probably an "OK" option as long as boats still have access. Seattle needs to preserve it's
boating culture and Blake Is is essential for that.

The benefits are real but it basically means the park is mostly accessible for people who can
afford their own boat.

Leads to to much uncontrolled presence on the island

does not seem reasonable to add ADA facilities while eliminating any way to get disabled
people to the island

Low to no usage
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Clearly the "planners" hate it too.

Anticipate some of the negative impacts that could occur like anchoring and overcome the
permit obstacles.Many boats already just anchor round the island. Include management with
the tribes since we stole it from them in the first place.

Be careful here. While it appears this might allow the island to go back to nature, it will actually
only allows those with boats (privilege) to use it.

| loved the natural environment when camping here with family in 1958.
This is the best alternative

We already have enough natural land in this state, we need more mooring, lodging and dining
places.

It would be better to maintain a stronger official presence to help regulate use.

| like the idea, but think it's a shame to underutilize such a gem that is so close to the urban
population. The cost saving is significant, but there is also the cost of a missed opportunity.

| enjoyed the park as a kid. Camping on shore and a boat at anchor. Clamming. The costs of a
big upgrade will not pay off in my opinion. Our tax money at this point in time is needed
elsewhere.

Blake Island is an amazing amenity to our state’s population. Eliminating the existing marina
will make it very difficult for any but the most adventurous from enjoying the island.

I think this makes it harder to visit and essentially off limits to visitors

To have a gem of a park so close to Seattle that can be safely accessed by the boating
community is unreplaceable. It is a great link between north and south sound recreation.
Returning the island to a natural state is kind of comical with shipping lanes, ferry traffic, city
infrastructure surrounding it. Give the people a good, accessible in-out boating experience and
chance for experiencing the small, but very interesting historic and attributes of island nature
setting

Marina great for us older, less mobile people that still boat

| have visited Blake Island and enjoyed The amenities offered by the telecom village. | have
also done volunteer trail work with the state park system On the island. Considering the
funding and the lack of access the back to nature alternative seems the most logical
considering the extensive funding needed.

While least costly, ultimately the park will stop being used at all, setting up an eventual
property sale to some billionaire.

Reservable buoys to be provided for boaters. No dropping anchor allowed. Unused and
uncancelled reservations disallowed boaters from reserving buoys here for two years.

Allows on a small portion of people access.
we have very little "natural” land remaining in the Seattle area. Lets keep it this way
| ould prefer a complete Back to Nature, but understand the problems this can cause, as well.

We camp by canoe on Blake Island nearly every year and love the park. My ideal would be
something like alternative 1, plus some elements of other alternatives. Many campers and day
hikers used to come by the Argosy boats. My ideal: keep the Argosy dock but take out the
private boat marina. Also add some rustic cabins or yurts like in other state parks. This would
make the park a rustic walk-in hiking and camping destination that is accessible to non-
boaters, small beachable boats, and larger boats on buoys.

We have visiting Bl frequently over the years, by private boat. We almost never us the marina,
however, because it is simply to crowded. People clearly love BI, however, and will go there
regardless, so all else equal | think the marina is good to have..

| choose option 5, but all the other options “stars” were selected as well. | would like to be very
clear that | strongly support Alternative 1

LOVE, LOVE, LOVE the Recreation option! Seattle and their visitors would benefit with our
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local Native American rituals, foods, etc!
Goes too far, most of us don’t have boats to reach the island

ISLAND IS DIFFICULT TO ACCES WHEN ANCHORED OUT. ANCHORAGE ARE NOT SAFE
ON WESTR SIDE, SUBJECT TO SHIP AND FERRY WAKES IN EAST SIDE.

This option would prevent non boaters from accessing the park.

It's too expensive just so a bunch of stinkpots can abuse the island - and other users.
Agree that people will still visit and degrade the environment if there are no facilities

It would be sad to restrict access to a beautiful place so close to Seattle.

This removes too much

Let it go natural. Less expensive too.

Really limits who can enjoy the park

This isn’t a serious alternative.

It would make this already challenging to visit park nearly inaccessible

Concerned about illicit pump out discharges and boaters not using proper launch spaces and
subsequent harm to intertidal zones. Is there a way to include increased patrols during
expected high use times in this proposal?

As a boater, | would like to continue to use the marina and stay at Blake Island. Investment is
necessary.

More insight, guidance and decision influence from the indigenous community. No reason to
commercialize a piece of paradise that naturally wants to have peace and quiet.

Your "disadvantages" section explains it all. Take out the marina and you take out the majority
of visitors to the Park.

Let the tribes decide.

Blake Island is easily available by kayak or paddle from either the west or east. It ought to be
allowed to return to nature.

Make it more accessible

| think the marina should stay - many campers depend on tying up their small boats to unload
and many boaters aren't comfortable anchoring

This is the second best option for Blake Island to maintain reasonable access while keeping
the natural beauty of the island intact.

Maintain Cascade Marine Trail camp site for human-powered vessels such as kayaks.

The Tillicum Village buildings, primarily the main longhouse structure, have become culturally
and historically important buildings in thr Seattle region. They are very few examples of native
american architecture in existance and these should be preserved for posterity, our egional
identity, and cultural heritage.

Adding ADA facilities while reducing ability for ADA folks to reach the island makes no sense.
Prefer marina upkeep, but | like adding nothing else.

Better to do this intentionally than to simply let the facilities fall into ruins. Low visitor numbers
do not justify significant investment in new facilities.

| would enjoy visiting the island in a natural state, but not being able to get there would negate
the benefit.

Yes, please. Help Blake return to it's wild nature.

| have had the pleasure of visiting Blake Island in a sailboat, and loved it. If the marina is
removed, that will no longer be an option, and | will really miss visiting the park.
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Being in nature is good for emotional well being. Blake is loved by the public, partially as it has
been visited by many. Fewer folk knowing the island will mean fewer care for it.

Removing the marina would mean a lot less people could/would visit. This is a dumb idea.

Is Blake Island going to be considered a State Park or a Roadless Area? If a State Park, then
you need the usual: public access (!), station/shelter, staff, bathroom and paths. Keeping
some campsites is also good. Do we really need a Park store? Where is public accessing the
Park? Buoys? Thunderbird launch? Boat owners only? Swimming?? Public access is crucial.

This makes sense given the dire state budget, and this approach doesn't prevent adding
facilities and services in the future. | also think returning much of the island to a natural state
would be good. I'm neutral on this partly because | think the Suguamish should be consulted
given the historic significance of the island.

| like being able to stop off at the island by boat.

It is such a rare treasure to have this unexpected lump of nature so close to the city. We
desperately need more of this as the city and suburbs continue to grow. My partner and |
kayak there every year and it is one of my favorite trips ever. Also, | don't think the state parks
should be using public money to subsidize large private pleasure craft.

| like this idea, but am concerned about the lack of access to most should the marina be
removed.

Boaters will continue to visit so having more marine facilities, especially buoys is critical.
keep the marina. it's safe haven for small watercraft.

Would prefer an option that maintains the marina.

This is a good option, but adding more bouys is important

It would be a shame to lose the marina and access for motor and sailing boats to the island.
Are there not nature conscious charities such as the Gates Foundation or MacKenzie Scott
and her Giving Pledge who can come up with $30 million to dredge the marina and improve the
island facilities? $30 million to them is like the price of an ice cream cone to the rest of us.

Backbone of Marina already exists & has given generations of Seattleittes access to the
unique island.

Improve the marina and general boating access
A reminder that bigger is not always better
Blake Island is beautiful and this plan makes it almost totally inaccessible.

I would not be in favor of reducing camp sites unless/until you see evidence that they are
going unused

merge this plan with a small marina—address' concern about damage, but limits expansion
and commercial (barf) interests.

| like to leave it alone but to leave the Tillicum building there not to demolish it. Leave the park
as is just as the bhirth place of Chief Seattle. | grew up in those halls and blew out candles in
the theater danced in the dirt before the stage went hard and digital three generations of my
family worked there. | like the idea of back to nature not to take away anything.

We should increase access to this state park for all visitors, not limit it to boaters.
1

I would like to see the level of access reduced to encourage less-intensive use, but not use
that serves only the wealthy. How do lower and middle income people in modest numbers gain
access? Buoy-based access works well for families with small boats who can camp on shore.
Add the landing places for kyaks and other human-powered vessels and you have a park that
serves those with relatively small incomes. Having cruised (and anchored in) Puget Sound for
60 years, | have a lot of experience with our marine parks and this kind of facility gives
inexpensive access without overwhelming the facility. Large private vessels should be
discouraged by banning anchoring, at least in most areas (buoys generally limit the size of the
vessel). Furhter, private vessels will find only partial protection from wind, waves and wakes
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and this will also reduce excessive anchoring. For those without any boat at all, outfitters can
develop excursions, given the proximity to the big city. It's an amazing piece of property and
reducing the level of use while keeping big groups and big yachts away will serve us in the
long run. This is an exciting development!

Given proximity to large population center does not seem like best use or sufficiently
accessible

Have posted rules and fines for violating what will become a nature preserve, and employees
to monitor visitors' behavior

The marina and shore facilities protect the environment by allowing responsible recreation. As
a sailor we meet USCG and international waste discharge laws with holding tanks etc. but
those who arrive to camp, hike, day use, | assume are vast majority of recreators will need
facilities. With out bouys or a marina, anchoring and shore access will do further damage to
any restoration/conservation efforts of seabed establishment.

Poor access. Wastes marina.
This will lead to Blake Island eventually being sold off. If few can come, few will care.

Though alternative 1 is the least costly and beneficial to wildlife and the environment, it would
be disappointing if the shelters and restrooms with flushing toilets and showers disappear.
Some of my favorite campsites are on the east facing side with views of downtown Seattle and
Mount Rainier.

We need this peaceful, calm retreat

| support some of the shoreside infrastructure improvements/or removals.
Sadly, the island can never truly be left alone.

Mooring buoys would be great.

Biggest downside is that visitors will still come but without certain facilities they will pollute and
degrade the marine and shore environment

This option provides for fewer visitors, but the experience of a less crowded, more natural
Island will be higher quality for those who do you find their way to the park. Providing for both
humans and non-humans is a rare opportunity, and | urge Washington State Parks to choose
option one.

There is a time to be very thoughtful of our environment, animals, plants--putting that in front of
our desiring to go just any place we go to.

This would not allow people the access to this island and the natural beauty of this island and
not be able to see the views and context of this island. This island is a gem and should be
accessible for everyone to experience.

Like it in theory, but concerned about negative impact on marine environment from illicit use.

Just abandon the marina in place, and look to more boat buoys. Do not remove current utilities
(water, sewer and electricity), have yurts or temporary housing, tiny houses or the like for staff.
Put a fence around the vacant concession building and abandon it.

This alternative is a non-starter. Blake Island is a destination park for boaters from throughout
the Puget Sound/Salish Sea area. To remove the moorage and seawall would be a huge loss
for our boater community.

Reducing access is just giving up.

Sell it to the Suguamish Tribe and let them do what they want.
provide marine pump out

Waiting to see other alternatives.

Low impact means more sustainable

| would like to see a return to the island and nature

It's already hard to enjoy Blake island. Due to its location close to urban areas it's one of the
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few natural get aways
To save money don't remove the marina or install more buoys
Give it back to the Indigenous peoples

You accurately described the cons of this alternative: having less constructed infrastructure
may actually have a worse impact on the environment. | like the addition of mooring buoys.

The Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project by USACE with WDFW as the
local sponsor found that natural beach habitats in Puget Sound are extremely limited yet highly
valuable for a wide variety of species as well as overall natural processes in Puget Sound.
Additionally, marinas are known to be a substantial source of pollution in our shared aquatic
environment. As a biologist, | strongly recommend removing the environmentally damaging
marina in favor of restoring critical beach habitat.

Return Blake Island to a closer-to-natural state! Cost effective, better for ecology. We will be
grateful in the future.

Blake Island offers an opportunity to thoughtfully balance equitable public access with nature.
This alternative does not achieve that balance and does not align with State Parks mission.

It'll be a popular boating destination - need more bouys than just ten. Also need a dinghy dock.
Look at Stuart Island and Sucia Island in the San Juans as an example.

Good, but don't waste money on removing marina. Leave it as is.
| am concerned with damage by visitors if not monitored.

There are many undeveloped and publicly accessible islands in the Puget sound. Blake is
unique because it does have some facilities and close access to major population centers!

This seems to be a rare opportunity to restore a gem to its more natural state, considering the
rampant development of green spaces in or near Seattle.

Please maintain and upkeep the marina. This is a unique facility that should be maintained and
not reverted back to nature.

It is rare to find a public area, let alone an island, that resembles what it looked like before the
presence of white pioneers in this area. While true, the number of visitors would likely
decrease, just the knowledge that such a place still exists that could be visited is worth the
reduction in public access. Additionally, the quality of the experience for those who do visit will
be exponentially greater than it is now. | wholeheartedly support the option of returning the
island back to as close to its natural state as is practicable.

Blake Island should stay as natural as possible. There can still be buoys so that boaters can
tie up and then row into the beach.

Removing the marina without additional mooring balls would materially decrease the ability to
use the park

| support giving wildlife and nature room to thrive, but | also believe in well regulated public
access. Blake Island is too big of an educational and recreational opportunity close to Seattle
to scale back access.

please keep a beautiful wild place in its pristine state. what a beautiful gem to gift future
generations.

This is the least costly for the long term and could show a model restoration

It seems inconsistent to emphasize upgrades to ADA features when removing access that
would generally be needed by park users who would benefit from ADA upgrades.

There needs to be a marina for people to gain access.
Removing access for most of the population is a waste of the park.
It makes the park exclusive use of of only a few people

The marina largely serves large boats for wealthy people, and the private Argosy cruise. The
Iskand us culturally significant for local tribes, and therexshould be work done to recognize this
and maintain some cultural recognition and education on the Island
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| am a former employee of Argosy Cruises. For two summers, | visited Blake Island almost
daily as part of the crew that worked at Tillicum Village. Blake Island is a special place both
culturally and environmentally, providing a mostly preserved shoreline habitat so close to a
major metropolitan area. I'm hesitant to support any plan that would reduce public access to
the park, although | understand the challenges associated with maintaining the marina in the
face of budget cuts and worsening climate change. | would like state parks to find an option
that preserves some access for larger boats -- perhaps a scaled down marina or single dock
that allows access for a few tour companies to operate out of. | do beleive that private tour
companies (as formerly done by Argosy) could have a future role to play in providing access to
this public land, and I'd like to see that option kept open.

1
Please keep upkeep of Marina - very enjoyable for us boaters
Prefer this idea - but like option of re-adding access in the far future.

| like this idea for its simplicity and allowing nature to take its course, however, once the
marina is gone it'll be nearly impossible to ever bring a marina back there, and allow for visitors
who would come by a commercial tour company.

Why have a welcome center/park store and pathways with this option? With low traffic it
doesn't make sense. Suggest to move the "comfort station" to a location further from the water
to account for natural processes taking over.

Consider retaining a jetty in lieu of the marina to provide mooring points and discourage boats
beaching.

| like the idea of natural tidal processes, however, | love the Blake Island marina.

While | love the idea of back to nature, as a sailor | would miss having the marina as an
option. | would say so long as you put in additional mooring balls, then | love it!

Having a small boat only access and "returning the site to nature" will provide a unique
"wilderness"-like setting for Puget Sound access and the people of the State. This would be
like the many "boat-access-only" state property sites in the SanJuans and other areas of
Puget Sound. Kayaks, small boats, inflatables, and other devices like these could all pull up
on the beach for day use and limited camping in the improved larger campsites around the
island. We are campers who do not own a boat, who regularly enjoy camping on Sucia Island,
and would be happy to have it more to ourselves, without all of the private boats and their
people on shore.

Removing the marina would be a mistake

Marina needs to stay. Encourages use of the park
3

Basically giving up on the park. Not a good option.

"Least costly" option = $30,000,000. Good thing for our surplus (we do have a surplus don't
we?)

| have kayak to blake island and spent the night there twice. It is a magical place and a natural
wonder and last motorized about access is consistent with what | would like. Blake Island to
be inconsistent with what it has been since time immemorial

The Puget Sound region is already heavily developed. We need solitude and nature which is
hard to come by closeby, not more development. Restoring the shoreline is good for
reestablishing the island environment. If this option helps with climate change impacts,
however small, go for it. Funding from the legislature never meets the needs of the state
parks; make the most of what you get by spending the money elsewhere.

| like the return to natural losing facilities is bad

This is not a valid option in my view. | love this feature of our parks and this feels like closing
up shop.

I like the option of not paying to maintain the marina if visitation is low and access is still
available for small hand-launched craft. | want to ensure facilities are still good for personal
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craft visitors. | dislike the long term impact of removing the marina and what that means for
the long term future of the island and worry that it will entrench the island as an exclusive
destination for those with more means.

It's abandoning it

I would much rather continue to have consistent use and if there are ecological concerns, limit
daily visits by requiring day passes.

Suspect keeping a marina only would be better long term
If you remove the marina, then remove everything - including the housing.

This option will have taxpayers investing in a park that fewer can access, use, and benefit
from.

| believe having a marina is critical to the island, even if no other buildings are maintained
If access is limited to only those with boats, only the wealthier individuals can enjoy this land.
A lot of ADA facilities but no way for an ada person to easily access the island.

Would like to see part of the Longhouse preserved for it's architectural/historical significance.
Better yet, give the whole island back to the tribes.

| really hope you're taking into account what local tribes (original stewards) would hope for this
island.

Best option all around, for taxpayers, environment, and nature.

In our constantly growing and developing world, it is a rarity to be able to return land to nature.
It is a rarity to be able to return land to nature.

Obviously finding is the issue, so make this a last resort.

We need more natural spaces, but more importantly creatures great and small and microscopic
need places to thrive

I don’t think it would lead to illicit dumping. There isn't a waste service there now, correct?

The back to nature alternative only supports wealthy people who are able to access the island
via their own yachts. Closing out a public space to the vast majority of the public is an
incredibly poor use of public lands.

Unclear how ADA dropoff access would work in new model
Save the $30m for things that benefit more people (and not just rich people with boats)

Blake Island has been an incredible destination for area boaters for decades. Removing the
marina will significantly impact residents' ability to enjoy this unique resource.

What is the point if people can’t access the park?
Offering a variety of access options is very important

| would think that permitting for bouys over boats anchoring and tearing up bottom would be a
no brainer.

Blake island has long been a great way for kids to engage more directly with Native American
history.

The disadvantage "Lack of marine facilities will likely negatively impact the marine
environment" covers my concerns.

| like that it would return the natural environment of the island but | would like to see some
minimal improvement to the marina facilities that would allow for small motorboats and perhaps
a foot ferry to safely dock on the island.

What's the point of having this jewel if people can't enjoy it.
Please keep the marina

Explain how utilities are provided, please.
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Access to the island would be severely limited which does not benefit the public

This option should not be considered. Some form of maintenance and facilities need to be in
place. There are plenty of other "natural islands" and "preserves" for people to visit. Lack of
maintenance and a State Park presence will see this island degrade over time making it less
desirable

It seems at odds to put in new ADA facilities and phase out the marina. Most people in need of
ADA services will not be able to access the island without a marina. This feels like wasting
money and paying lip service to ADA requirements and needs.

Keeping more than minimal boating infrastructure would be helpful

The loss of the marina seems too bad, but $30 million is a lot of money that could be spent on
other projects

Access to nature creates more support for nature.

| am a sailor, and have visited Blake Is. using buoys and the marina. | would not like to see
these amenities going away.

It would be a shame to severely limit visitation to Blake Island which this option essentially
does.

When the outdoors are accessible in a controlled way, it helps people who otherwise would
have little access to the outdoors to develop an appreciation for unspoiled nature. Part of
encouraging that appreciation means having "sacrificial" outdoor spaces that focus human
interaction, which can hopefully encourage people to protect the environment that they've
learned to love in specific, controlled spaces.

the challenge with adding additional bouys is a non-starter for this recco - to move forward here
would need to address before final decision.

My greatest concern is the "Lack of marine facilities..." item listed under disadvantages.
It becomes a State Park most could not use.

Blake Island is one of my favorite places in Washington. Not keeping the upkeep of marina
would make it nearly impossible for anyone to visit and enjoy to it's fullest extent. | hope that
this is not the outcome because it would remove a precious WA state landmark for people to
enjoy.

1 Star: Hate it
This is fine for my small-boat purposes. But I'm ambivalent about it.

Marina is key for public to use the park, which my family does. Removing Marina would be a
tragedy.

not sure if land back an option further into the survey, but just putting that idea here just in
case

Nature always wins in the end, why fight it?

There are several natural marine State parks, reducing the facilities on Blake Island would be a
lost opportunity.

We absolutely love camping on the island! We do not need more remote green space or
crowded tourist space!

Simple, cost-effective, and preserves nature. But build the buouys.

Very elitist option that makes this park only accessible for the privileged few. There are so few
ways for the vast majority of citizens to access authentic remote island experiences that are
such a special and unique part of the Sound. Destroying the marina likely means it could never
be rebuilt and you've made and irrevocable decision for future generations

Access will only be for those with means/boats
It limits who can go there.

Reducing accessibility to the park and usage is not the solution. We have lots of wild places.
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The genius of our parks is that they are usable and accessible. The marina is key to that
access.
it is essential to provide floating docks due to large tidal swing
Infrastructure already exists. Why not let people enjoy this wonderful place?

Like the back to nature aspect as someone who visited the park via sea kayak for an overnight
and was plagued by loud motor boaters partying but | worry about the inability to get the
permits for the buoys and people visiting anyway with reduced services and the potential ill
effects.

Ensure running water and sufficient numbers of flush toilets continue to be available amenities

This seems like a very unfortunate option. On the one hand, it reduces access to the public's
park. On the other hand, as noted, without providing additional buoys, there will likely be
additional environmental damage from increased anchoring. It feels like it trades visible
(above-ground) environmental restoration for invisible (below-water) environmental damage. Not
a clear win.

People will still visit. Best to have some facilities to allow for them to access safely
Removal of infrastructure leading to illegal use is a major concern

2

| lean toward this but the disadvantages here seem to favor option 2.

The way it is meant to be for future generations

Sell it to a private group to develop the island, retaining some public access but allowing some
limited commercial activities. A hotel and a passenger ferry would crush.

| like the back to nature concept but you're right about people finding ways onto the island and
ruining it or illegally dumping.

Sad to see access go, but let's not spend time and money on something only a few can enjoy

| agree with the lack of marina causing misguided uses resulting in negative impact on wildlife.
Bouy comment: we could start by maintaining current bouys and replacing damaged ones. :

Blake Island has been an important part of marine recreation for generations. This is an awful
suggestion.

This seems to only allow able body people of certain ages access to the island as those
needing marina offloading will no longer be able to dock. The island is already hard to get to for
most and this seems to really make it unable to access even more so now. With a dock there
is at least the option to charter or have an argosy type vessel access the island for groups.

That should be an island used by families
in lieu of an affordable, realistic alternative, giving it back to the environment is great
very few will use it. the park should be accessible for everyone

| like the idea of removing the marina. If more boats start beaching themselves for access isn't
the park staff tell the boat owners that isn't allowed?

As a mariner, | use Blake Island regularly by sailboat. Parks should have access for all. There
may be hidden costs with turning back to nature, less experienced folks trying to access the
Island by boat and getting into trouble.

The marina is the only way we have visited the park.

| am especially concerned about "Lack of marine facilities will likely negatively impact the
marine environment."

The marine environment is what we should be protecting and this would overall increase the
disturbance.

Less service and access to the island serves no one
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As you say, people are simply going to anchor here and bring a launch in. It's honestly unclear
to me why boat use around this small island is that bad for the environment that we should
make a state park this difficult to access. One challenge with boating is the barrier to entry &
cost. Having an easy-to access island like this nearby lowers that barrier to entry which
improves equity.

Prioritizes ADA access to the detriment of other investments

Loosing such an amazing investment because we can'’t afford to maintain it sounds terrible.
I would like to ensure marina facilities are available going forward.

Marina is important

Blake Island is a gem we have enjoyed and gone to in our boat for 40 years and camped on
the island in our tent. We like it just the way it is now.

He's level rise in the timeframe of this investment is not a primary factor.
Do we have an estimate for how long the marina would be viable?

Is going to become a pirate island again, with uncontrolled access. Bonfires and keggers like
the old days.

Can it be made a site for “green burial” i.e., human composting?

| vote for preserving nature as much as possible but am in favor of easy access for day-visits.
Why not start a ferry service similar to what exists for Jetty Island in Everett?

Restore the concession
Humans first!

This would make the Island which is already hard to reach almost unreachable for substantially
more people.

History of the island and the position of tribal governments should be given before alternatives
are considered by the public

Washington state should keep and bring back more dock and marina areas. They are a true
staple of Washington living.

If you demolished the old structures, it would be cool to leave the artwork and totems at least.
It’s not really back to nature is it.

Great idea to leave as a rustic retreat. Allow money to be spent on more accessible green
areas in high density urban areas.

It's so rare that we have the opportunity to actually preserve ecology. | urge you to not drive
significant increased traffic to this island.

A functional ecosystem is not mutually exclusive of human engagement. Blake Island needs
blackberry removal, native plant restoration, active management. It will be easier to organize
volunteers, student education excursions, etc. with the maintenance of a marina. | do like the
reduced shoreline armoring as that has been shown to be important for out migrating salmon.

ADA is written on many of these items but without a marina it will be very difficult for these
people to get to the island. Also | believe love of and support for nature is enhanced by
spending time in it. I'm in favor of making access to this island easier

Do not destroy the Tillicum Village buildings. Leave them standing.
| do not support making it harder to access Blake Island

Once people forget why its special, it will get developed.

State parks should be accessible to the public

The best option

| would be really bummed out if private mooring wasn't available at Blake Island
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Continue as it is
seems like we have a great public resource and should invest.
| strongly disagree with taking away the marina

| like this alternative but think that maintaining recreational access is important. | want to be
able to visit the park and utilize campsites, and not have my visit be jeopardized by
accessibility or by overcrowding. | think preventing overcrowding is important and appreciate
the environmental concerns.

The marina at Blake Island is so loved by so many. And considering that the only way to
access Blake Island is by boat, it should go without saying that the marina should be
maintained.

I have visited and camped on Blake Island many times. Preserving the sense of being out in
nature while so close and within view of Seattle should be paramont. It is a uniquely PNW
experience.

It's doesn't make sense to spend funds on an ada park if you are taking out the marina. Also,
get wakes interfere with some Anchorage areas making them undesirable or unusable.

Bad idea, boating to Blake Island is something a lot of us enjoy twih our families.

Agree with the positives and negatives. As a recreational boater that visits the island, it would
be a loss to not have the marina area to safely moor up.

Love the marina

The small Marina can serve as a safe harbor in bad weather allowing visits through the winter
for boaters. It's nice to keep as a refuge and as a safe place in an emergency

Love the marina, by all means don't remove it.
There ad plenty of wild island in the San Juan’s. This is a useful recreation space

I've only visited Blake Island via paddleboard/kayak so | would support a more rustic
experience in Puget Sound

| rely on marina to visit Blake

The cons seem to outweigh the pros for the marine ecosystem

Unacceptable

This is great, but more buoys would be great.

It will reduce accessibility to the Island, even for the most preservation focused visitors
only part | don't like about this is potential negative impact on marine environment

Removing the marina will only increase illegal marine usage on the island which would be
harder to maintain without the docking facilities for a larger vessel for park employees to visit
the island and be able to provide basic services such as garbage removal, restroom
maintenance, etc. Access to the island is critical if you want to maintain the island.

Do not want to see loss of the marina or destruction of the visitor center
Why have a State Park that no one can access?

Blake Island is a popular spot for boaters and not having a working dock will make it even
more difficult for people to experience this amazing island

I love it... mostly. | think preserving access is very important for Washingtonians, as outdoor
recreation is a huge part of our lives here. While the idea of an ecological refuge for Blake
Island is very valuable, the idea of completely letting it go back to nature doesn't necessarily
make sense to me. As noted in the Cons section, people are still going to be going to the
island, so it's better to have some facilities, even rustic ones. In regards to climate change,
climate change is a huge problem for our state, but regarding sea level rise? It's less of a
threat here in Washington than it is in other areas of the world. We have seen some sea level
rise, but tectonic uplift is counteracting some of that, as well as isostatic rebound of the crust.
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey
Sea level rise is not going to stop, for sure, but | think the island needs shoreline armoring for
it to become more resilient to that, otherwise erosion will just speed up rapidly
As a recreational kayaker, this is my ideal plan.
Provide for safe, accessible access by private tour boats.
Nature by itself is useless if it's not bringing human joy

| don't think we should go backwards and create more inaccessibility to a park that many loved
when it was accessible.

The public marina is unique in the area and should be preserved.
Would be ideal to maintain what exists. Recreation facilities are scarce as is.

Concerned about the Marina not being able to be rebuilt in the future. Why demolish the
Tillicum buildings?

The public deserves better. The marina is often full so there are users.
We love Blake Island, if the marina is lost and no bouys we are unlikely to ever return there.

The only option | prefer to this is to deed the island to native american tribe(s) of the area for
them to use as they see fit

This would be a wonderful option to support our local wildlife and save financial resources
Who does it serve if the public loses boat access?

Removing the marina is a no go for me. It makes access so easy by boat today

Doesn’t sound accessible for most people.

What do the indigenous people think? We could just give them their land back...

How are individuals to dock at the island? Are Marine buoys the only means of securing a
boat? Why you investment in ADA trails be needed if there is no viable docking?

Would love to see more protections for wildlife who live or visit. Prioritize their needs over
human interests.

Keep the Marina! It is very popular. Charge more for moorage if you have to.

Blake Island is one of the most accessible destinations to help beginner sailors build
confidence in their skills and build an appreciation for the joys of cruise-camping. | oppose this
alternative as it removes a gem of an experience from what future boaters and nature lovers
will get to have.

Taking away a state resource because it's easier to do it that way is quickly making this state
worse. Especially not having an option to rebuild in the future is a betrayal to those who live
here

Removing the breakwater does not provide enough protection for boats moored or from
incoming tides, etc.

Keep boat moorage@
This is a horrific plan. This is a boaters retreat and it needs to remain a marina!

1 - Please look into fundraising from Yacht clubs and boaters to keep the marina. There might
be a group of yacht clubs willing to create outstation spots and upgrade the buildings for
cruises. There are very few places to rent and gather. There could be money in this option.

The marina must continue
it removes the option of a marina...it would limit most usage of the state park
A terrible idea overall

If it's not easily accessible, what is the point of keeping it as apark. | find it ironic that this
proposal has funding for ADA features, yet removes the only practical means for a disabled
person to get to the island.

24 /53

3/9/2026 6:58 AM
3/9/2026 5:28 AM
3/9/2026 1:53 AM
3/9/2026 1:05 AM

3/8/2026 9:51 PM
3/8/2026 9:46 PM
3/8/2026 9:33 PM

3/8/2026 9:04 PM
3/8/2026 8:37 PM
3/8/2026 8:30 PM

3/8/2026 8:13 PM
3/8/2026 7:53 PM
3/8/2026 7:06 PM
3/8/2026 6:33 PM
3/8/2026 6:03 PM
3/8/2026 5:24 PM

3/8/2026 5:22 PM

3/7/2026 7:14 PM
3/7/2026 10:03 AM

3/7/2026 9:24 AM

3/7/2026 6:40 AM

3/6/2026 8:39 PM
3/6/2026 6:16 PM
3/6/2026 2:10 PM

3/6/2026 1:35 PM

3/6/2026 12:23 PM
3/6/2026 11:47 AM
3/6/2026 11:27 AM



584
585

586

587
588
589

590
591
592

593

594
595
596

597
598

599
600
601

602

603

604

605

606
607

608
609

Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

It is ridiculous to remove the marina

Preservation of existing marina seems like the pretty obvious solution unless you're planning
to make it far more difficult for people to enjoy our park

| love the idea of more mooring buoys. Could an official dinghy dock be established to
discourage the random shore access and social trails?

What a crock!
Bad idea.

Boaters pay an excise tax and registration fees that should be applied to marine parks. Buy
once, cry once.

Improve it over what we have now!
Can tillicum village art be repurposed on the island?

| am worried that this piece by piece approach will lead to the complete collapse of WA marine
park system. | would know better if there was a holistic master plan for the marine park
system.

Seems like a capitulation to nameless state bureaucracy and a nonsensical response to
climate change.

What a terrible idea. This is our land. Use it!
Not good. Would be sad

The marina with a breakwater is a safe habor for boaters. This is a popular and very special
destination for boaters in central sound. Recreational boating is growing in popularity and all
boaters need a safe destination. Mooring buoys are needed as well, but when winds and seas
build in Puget Sound, a safe harbor is needed.

We have no marine parks in the greater seattle area except Blake island and

| believe the priority of Blake Island should be, always, a dedicated refuge to the living, more-
than-human world. The ability to allow the shoreline to re-wild, to restore an interrupted habitat,
is truly a rare and invaluable possibility. |

Really bad idea.
Much less usable for seniors

This will restrict access further to the park. | have wanted to visit Blake Island (haven't been
since a boy scout trip 30 years ago) but that will make it more difficult. It's pretty cool that we
have a state park on an island.

The worst idea ever

An island used and accessed by few should not be used for taxpayer dollars. Canoe/kayak
access appears still doable with option 1.

| like the idea of letting nature take over more with climate change coming fast. | think it's true
people will try to access the island anyway though, and that it may lead to other undesirable
outcomes like eroded shore issues or social trails, but at least it’s not a drain on the state.

The marina is already there and is good for boating safety.
Only accessible to a small segment of the population. What an elitist waste!

| dislike the fact that the buildings will be torn down. | remember having dinners there and it
was a very culturally engaging experience. It's not clear to me from reading this if the dock is
being replaced or removed. We are sailors and enjoy having the easy access to the island via
a dock especially with children. | would like to see an option that focuses on environment and
natural habitat but also keeping Blake Island what it is.

We should be improving access to such a precious island so close to downtown.

Get vol funding
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As a boater and lover of nature, | would hate to not have access to this special marina
Unbelievable how incompetent our leadership is.

Loosing the marina would be a big hit to the MANY boating groups in the area who regularly
rendezvous here. Plus, the docks are regularly nearly filled, if not full of boats enjoying the
island all spring, summer and fall.

Expensive idea for no benefit to citizens or nature. Bad stewardship all around. Does not
address or help wildlife. Will also generate costly court challenges that make any cost savings
unreal.

Why have staff if no one can visit? Not sure what the thunderbird vessel is, why special case
a launch for it?

Blake Island is such a treasure for Seattle area boaters. It's such a unique place to visit for a
day or overnight and removing the marina would greatly reduce the ability to do that.

difficult to access for future generations, would require people to have kayaks or a boat that
can launch on a beach.

This cuts off ways for the public to use the park

| urge that the marina be retained. Eliminated access for boaters while creating ADA
accessible trails is utte nonsense.

Blake Island is a Seattle jewel and better accessible should be available. Additional buoys are
a poor choice because tying onto any on the east side provides a nauseous stay because of
boat & ship wakes.

Insanity

Parks are ment to be accessible and enjoyable by the public. Removing the marina eliminates
that. I'm not sure how climate change arguments are relevant here.

This basically cuts it off as a public park to the majority of people.
Every one has to come by boat
The marina is essential for the vast majority of my visits to Blake Island.

You might as well sell the Island to local billionaire and create revenue for the State. The entire
reason for Blake Island is to have it accessible as a Washington State Park. If you plan on
less visitors, | think you're looking in the wrong direction.

Marking this option as neutral as | would like to learn more about the other option(s)
Raccoons will take over!

The disadvantages listed far outweigh the benefits. The benefits aren't even benefits, really.
Removing the marina could have far-reaching unintended consequences

This will negatively impact the marine enviroment

no access for us - need a marina

This removes accessibility for the general public.

Takes away public access to a natural gem of the greater Seattle waterfront..

In this option it plans for ADU access for shore side use but removal of marina will create a
situation that will be hostile to ADA users having access to the new amenities proposed

Much fewer people would get to enjoy this wonderful resource, those that do will cause much
more damage with all the increased anchoring.

| like this less expensive option.

U guys are a bunch of fucking morons this state has sold off more than 50% of our public
water front you miss appropriate fund like a bunch of drunk sailor the state parks are nearly
impossible to visit as there are to few and you want to close one of the most accessible
places to seattle for recreational uses
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Although Tillicum Village's cultural roots are Alaskan, and not very respectful to the First
Peoples here (Suguamish & Duwamish), to totally destroy this and go to a nondescript "back
to nature" themed park complex is far worse and a waste of resources.

Blake Island is a preferred destination for boaters, please don't remove the marina
Seems like a waste of money and eliminates my boat access!

marina is essential for future

The marina is critical.

We need a marnia

Don't want to lose one of few boating destinations

Many families get to Blake via speedboat, it's a very special experience- need marina

There are few State marine facilities close to the largest Puget Sound population. This would
be a huge loss

Make the marina reservations only and limit reservations

Blakey island and the marine park are part of what make puget sound special.
5

The marina is important to keep.

Removing the breakwater greatly limits future options.

4, | like it, but | do not understand why the parks authorities cant coordinate with other
departments to get those extra buoys permitted.

Our family has been going for Generations, boating, and camping we do not want to see it go.

When it comes to boater-accessible spots in the Northwest, Blake Island is a rarity. There are
so few islands with such formidable infrastructure, and while | love the idea of going back to
nature theoretically, losing a marina (and pumpout) when there are already so few of either,
would be a detriment to the maritime community. Moreover, | think demolishing the Tillicum
Village buildings in lieu of constructing a new welcome center feels wasteful, though I'm sure
there's substantial reasoning behind that decision.

| just spent a half week on Blake in February. | wandered the whole island. The improvements
affect a very small fraction of the island and this improvement will subtantially detract from and
reduce the potential for visitors to access the island. There are far better ways to move forward
and the 'threat' of permitting challenges shouldn't be used to prevent access to this site - one
of the few, mostly natural marine sites that is accessible to boaters in central puget sound.

SAVE this gem ! It is a great park and so unique! the state should take pride in it!!!
This is a horrible idea
Mooring bouys are very important to boaters.

We have enough development; it's vitally important to do everything we can to preserve what
is left.

This is giving up. Whoever suggests/supports this should be fired.
Removes access for people to enjoy...unacceptable
The island was gifted to the state for the people! We should all continue to have access.

When the island was given to the state it was intended to be a gift for the people, not strictly
as a wildlife reserve.

Valuable boating resource should forever be available to the public
Too exclusive. Not necessary.

It's hard enough to be able to take your kids for nature walks in areas that aren't inundated with
cars. Find a way to keep Blake as is even if you have to charge fees.
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Reducing the public access to this amazing state park would be tragic and against the basic
tenant of state parks - to support the public’s appreciation and enjoyment of these great public
spaces. The idea that permitting is problematic is ridiculous, considering the state itself
controls the majority of these regulatory programs, standards, and processes.

| see both sides.
Love it as a marina
Please don't do this. Going to Blake island is a long standing tradition of our family.

A waste of a loved community park that would only be accessible by kayakers , not everyone
has the luxury of time

I'm disgusted that out legislature wastes so much money on stupid projects that they cannot
maintain great facilities like Blake Island Marina.

| really think this is the best option as this region needs more natural shoreline and habitat
accessible for those animals and humans looking for the simple life. Seattle area is so built up
and expensive with super yachts where are regular people and marine animals supposed to go
for a little privacy.

Keep the marina it is heavily used by boaters

This is the whole point of our state parks is to provide access to our park owned land. | would
much rather you give it to a private organization to manage access and a marina than just say
sorry we don’t want to manage access to the park so tough luck getting here. The people own
it but we aren't going to facilitate access to it. What kind of plan is that?

| like back to nature but also think the facility is a value to many where it brings people out to
experience nature in a different way

Removes access to the island via the marina

Blake island marina is an immensely popular destination that is always full in summer. This is
a clear sign that the public want to visit and use the facilities

Nice escape for small boat owners.

This will restrict access to the already limited number of people who can currently access this
amazon park

This would effectively remove access to any disabled person. It would promote inequitable
access where those with more means are still able to enjoy the park and those who rely on
small boats, ferries and shared transportation lose all access. This is an unacceptable option
and abhorrent to even suggest. It is contrary to our values of equal access for all and should
not be considered.

This is a ridiculous option especially if it's being considered due to climate change.

Getting a buoy is currently SO hard, and it means smaller boats without the ability to transport
a dinghy or safe floatation are unable to tie up. The marina is also a much safer way to visit
due to waves and tides. My elderly family can easily walk off of a boat, but is less likely to be
able to crawl into a dinghy or paddle a paddle board in the waves to shore. AND the marina
expands the season for visitation. | am not going to get out of my boat and paddleboard in fall,
winter, or spring. The Marina is great. It is fine as is even.

Without access, this provides no value

We bring a group of students to this island quarterly as part of the UW sailing program. Losing
the marina would make this much less tenable.

No, this is a great place for families and must have Breakwater and Docks.

Blake Island is heavily utilized. It is one of the closest, most accessible marine parks for the
population centers around Seattle.

This plan is absolutely terrible and offers no real benefits to those who use the island and will
make it even more difficult for people to visit than it already is. Blake island is public space
and should be used be accessible to more people not less. | cannot believe this is a real
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey
option. The only people who will be able to access will be the wealthy and will become a
private retreat for them
Please keep the marina! It is primary access for the island

If it was easier to permit more buoys this would be a good option, however as noted it will
result in a lot of anchoring vessels.

It would be a very sad thing to lose this wonderful boating destination.
New office/store for whom? Visitation will decrease dramatically.

| think more damage will be done to the environment with this option as people attempt to
access the area no matter what.

All the "disadvantages" lay things out well.
Alternative 1 sounds great. My kayaking club would love a more natural park.

Blake island is an urban paradise. What a shame to lose the access for the majority who love
this park! This is one to save!

can't lose the marina!

You will need a dock for emergencies and for provisioning and materials routing. If the marina
is operating a deficit and state funds are unavailable to counter losses, then mooring cans
would be ideal for those who still want to visit by boat. | personally like the marina but if the
cost balance isn't there then it's time to make a hard decision.

Maintaining the marina is important

| like the idea of additional mooring balls as anchoring disrupts the grass beds, particularly on
the west side. | personally don't use the marina and so won't miss it. But what wasn't
mentioned is if the ramp would also be used to accommodate the ferry from Seattle.

Please keep the marina

This alternative effectively cuts off public access to Blake Island. It is not in the public
interest.

Stupid idea! ¢ must be one of our elected Democrats ideas!

| lamaent the loss of access but | also am generally in favor of letting things return to nature. |
also understand the cost benefit of this plan.

Not having a marina to tie up to sounds absolutely awful.

This is a very important asset for the boating community! It would be a huge loss if it were to
be lost. Also keeping it would preserve the option of restoring the Tillicum Villege Argosy
service.

Already access is difficult for WA citizens, eliminating the marina will increase the access
difficulty. There is plenty of nature around the perimeter beaches.

| have been bringing my privte boat to Blake for 30 years and love the quiet and nature.
Limits boater use, in an area of increasing number of boaters.
It just makes me sad as | have, for many years, enjoyed my 3 to 4 times a year visit to Blake.

Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder then why eliminate the beholder's access to this unique
gem of a park?

Impossible for boaters that need to moor for a visit.

How about a $5 option where there is less dredging and facility maintenance required? Seems
we're in a Yes/No, Black/white binary proposition. There are always lower cost options. Look at
Spencer Spit, Cypress DNR Aquatic Reserve. These DO NOT require $30 Million to maintain
over even several decades. Maybe a downscaling of the marina and maintaining a dinghy
dock. Remove the requirement for dreadging. Etc...

Makes Blake Island inaccessible
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

If there is no boat access few will go there. The marine state parks are a valuable asset to the
boating community and one of the things that our boating registration options specifically
support.

Maintaining access is a priority.
Continue to maintain the marina and keep it a marine park!

State Parks are for people’s use in cooperation with nature..otherwise it's just a nature
preserve.

| agree with the above statements regarding the negative impacts

Must allow humans the opportunity to enjoy nature too. Perhaps we could give Seattle back to
nature instead.

Marina is vitally important to Puget Sound boaters. Relying on buoys only for moorage is
dangerous and unpredictable with winds, storms, currents

| do not support Alternative 1. Puget Sound is a boating region, and recreational boating is a
core part of the culture and identity of this area. Blake Island’s marina supports that culture
and provides meaningful access for pleasure craft, which is one of the reasons people are
drawn to this park and to Puget Sound in general. Removing such an important boating facility
does not make sense and does not support the long-standing maritime and boating community
that relies on access like this.

2
It's not a park if nobody can access it. Sell the island if this is the strategy.

Public marine state parks like Blake Island are one of the things that make Washington so
unique and so special. Every time | have visited, the marina has been chock full of respectful
boaters enjoying nature and this park. Climate change is real, but it is not rising sea levels at a
rate that removal of this park need to be considered for at least half a lifetime or more. This
park is like nothing the rest of the world has, and is part of the unique public access that
washington offers that is unlike anything else in the world. This public access is however,
constantly under siege, including privatization and closure in our mountain passes and water
access points alike. Closing Blake Island marine park wold be a tragedy in a un-ending line of
of tragedies for public access to Washington's impeccable wildness. Additionally, the removal
of a marina is an unprecedented, expensive option that will ultimately cost tax payers
immensely with no return to the public. This destination will then soon be overrun with leaky
dinghies beaching on land, littering, burning, and defecating along the shoreline. The native
lodge on the island will never have a chance to bounce back from the pandemic, the ferry will
never run, and a beautiful piece of Washington history will be left for dead.

marina is a valuable asset to the area. If there was no dock access, creating an ADA
accessible office/facility doesn't really make sense. The use of the that would be pointless.

This park, marina etc. is a community asset that must be supported and maintained. K
Public assets should be available to the public

We need to continue boating experience for future generations

This would exclude a lot of people, especially those with reduced mobility.

The boating public would be losing a nice facility.

Keep the marina

We have a boat and have loved visiting and hiking on the island. We also are volunteer hosts.
It would likely extinguish our use of the island as we are older. | agree some that visit will trash
the facilities and there will be more unlawful activities like building fires when there are burn
bans.

What's the point of upgrading to ADA accessible paths and bathrooms if large boat access is
limited?

Would a dingy dock be available? | like this but would like to find ways to make it as
accessible for people of all income levels as possible.
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey
The difficulty in permitting for construction is caused by the government itself. Repair and
maintain the existing facilities.
Not thinking of the future.
Blake island is used quite a bit and close to metro areas
This would suck the life out of Blake Island as a tourist destination
We already do not have enough facilities to support the boats we have.

The island isnt over run with visitors, nature is doing just fine. I'd be ok with taking out the
Indian concession , I'd be ok with no power on the dock. The marina needs to stay. Mooring
buoys and anchoring .and for unpleasant and possibly dangerous unsafe conditions. The
current campsites don't present Problem ., the lawn area can be replanted with trees, don't
need all the grass, the current .marina has Pump out which is needed. Boating public are not
going away. The state needs to set asid d more money for all the marine parks and not waste
money trying to put Blake Island back to nature. Fine tear out the old ranger housing . Build
new or haul in Quality housing. Invest into the future. We need our parks.

We need the marina for all people to be able to access. Not all individuals can get there on
human powered craft. We need to keep this historic marina in operation.

Keep a privative state , no conessions, . Protect enviroment with restrooms water
Hard to rate relative to other alternatives when | have only seen Alt 1 so far

Well | think it would be nice to save the money and send the island back to nature | agree with
the comments | think people will still try to get on the island and might cause more damage
than good if they are doing it nefariously

This is the worst idea. Why make a major change when there is not immediate timeline. There
is no need to jump to conclusion.

If you don’t dredge this will automatically reduce the amount of people that visit the island . |
had no idea there was a marina on the other side | thought it was just one boat dock . | say

close the marina down and leave a boat dock if people want to visit they will have to anchor
out and row in .

The marina is vital to this park. There is already lots of beach access.
Keep the marina

Climate change and sea level concerns are unfounded. This marina is a treasure and should
be maintained.

Hate It

Absolutely horrible idea. My family would never be able to go back and visit without a marina.
| like being able to tie up with our small sail boat

Incredibly stupid!

We should be trying to make the island more available to the citizens of WA, not take it away!

Dumber than a box of rocks. Besides spending a fortune removing existing infrastructure,
removing the ability for the majority of current users to use one of the great state parks by
removing access is insane. And then to focus on adding ADA accessibility to a facility where
access for most is being removed is absurd

There's really no way to visit the island for practical people without a marina
Public accessibility is a priority and this alternative removes that.

Clearly marked signage communicating illegal beaching and dredging of anchors are damaging
to the environment and come with fines

What a sad retreat!

More taxes, higher fees, less recreational access for the people that pay
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

Too many users impacted. This is NOT an option for the people.

Few marine parks in the area

Great harbor and use it a lot. Hike the island.

This is the only state marine park with a dock and facilities! We need more of them.
I don't mind the back to nature approach so long as the marina is maintained

Makes sense for sea level rise, cost to maintain, and having a more natural environment to
visit near Seattle. | question that alternative will negatively impact the marine environment,
especially if more mooring buoys off set loss of marina.

Blake Island should be maintained for future visitors and boaters

This park would not be accessible to people needing the ADA requirements without the Marina.
The cost of making it compliant would be wasted. He island would still be visited and without
the needed upgrades could result in more damage than it currently has. The sad state of this
park is embarrassing to me as a Washington born person.

It really seems like there is zero certainty in this option, people will find a way there and lose
respect if it is left with no mooring docks

This would create an extreme disparity for people who have limited mobility, but enough to
access Blake Island. My family with younger kids could visit in kayaks, but we often bring
grandparents and grandparents of friends who would no longer be able to enjoy the unique
aspects of Blake Island.

Going backwards with this one, looks like a really dumb idea
People use the marina regularly. It is an important part of the park

What a shameful option! Not maintaining or investing in the future of the marine park at Blake
Island is backwards thinking. Isn't this state proud enough to take care of what we have?
Blake Island is a jewel in crown of Puget Sound for thousands of boaters.

Lots of uncertainty here, with both environmental and behavioral unknowns
Liked it up until the part about no new mooring balls.

Campsites should not be decommissioned. There are many people who access the park
without using the marina

I'd hate to see Tillicum Village go away. But if it's inevitable, I'd rather “rip the bandage off”
rather than investing money into it and still tearing it down. | would be sad if there was no
dinghy tie up at all. | would also hate it if we couldn’t anchor. Buoys would be ideal

You've got to be kidding me!
Why would dredging be necessary if sea level is rising?

This is dumb. "increasing difficulty of permitting " you are the government making your own life
harder. Fix permitting. Deregulate things, for all.

As a boater who enjoys visiting Blake Island this option sucks.
this is a valuable resource for a quick get away for seattle boaters.
Love the nature, hate lack of Marina.

| think the long-term sustainability of having less waterfront infrastructure is the correct forward
thinking, and | think if voting accessibility and relationships with other partners to bring people
to island in a Responsible way, i.e. not anchoring and teaching boats and undesignated spots.
This seems like the best option.

Horrible in every aspect. This would ruin the experience

Retreating from the parks is not the parks charter. WA parks exists to facilitate interaction with
nature. If the people of WA become less connected with nature, conservation efforts will
become less important over time and no one will want to pay for what they don't appriciate.
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey
Too severe of a choice. We have been users of Blake Island SP since 1984! Mostly used
mooring buoys, but due aging, finds me using the marina more often.
It's a great short trip location to " test" new boaters...

How stupid are you people? This has to be the most egregious act of we're the government
and we're too stupid to manage out own facilities so we’re gonna give up on it.

Please don't remove the marina!

Remove the marina and nobody will use the island anymore

The marina is a very important resource for us.

While technically its an option, it's not going to serve the public very well
Those who visit the marina do take care to protect the island and this resource.

There would also be increased pressure on places like Blakely Harbour and potentially illahee.
The boats that use Blake island during the peak season will go somewhere. And in the

absence of the marina most likely anchor and disturb the seabed. Not just around Blake island.

People are going to need more access to parks in the future. Current funding and permitting is

most likely temporary, this alternative is a very short sighted and benefits a small privileged
part of our citizens.

We need places like Blake Island. We make money at places like Sucia in the boundary
island. But Blake is beautiful, and for the common family. Why can't we do some joint effort
with the Coastal Salish tribes and have some cultural center there. There is room.

| am on favor as long as the additional buoys are approved.

Removing the marina will make public access more difficult. The buoys are already packed
and not a great overnight option. This will also limit anyone with a walking disability.

being the most accessible park by boat to seattle, abandoning the maintenance of it Is a
disservice to the land

people will still go there are it will get trashed
Why can't you adapt to climate change and and just maintain what we have.

Beautiful park that no one can use with this alternative. What do | get for my tax dollars ?
Nothing.

Why build ADA facilities if there is no way for those people to get ashore?

losing the facilities is final. Mediating the maintenance process sustains one of the State’s
finest parks. This is a no brainer.

Having a marina allows more people to access and use the park

Need a way to get to the Island for those of us who are not kayakers. The ferry was taken out

and not restored which probably was a good thing to keep attendance in checks. Private boats

need to get there without being forced on anchor with a dinghie in tow...
The marina is wonderful. Great access for a large diversity of people.
Spending money to take something away from sounds like a terrible idea.

I think there is a lot of value having Blake island continue to be accessible for visitors with
boats of various sizes

Eliminates wonderful local waterfront recreational opportunity.

Shoreline restoration costs are not mentioned, and are implied to cost less, but will not be
cheap, and funding will will need to be obtained. What would shoreline restoration cost? Is
there any indication at all that the legislature would fund it?

There are plenty of areas with a “nature beach”, Leave this as it is.

This keeps most people out of a popular park that people from all over Washington use.
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

The Blake Island marine is a gem in Puget Sound boating and should be maintained.

This would be a profound loss for thousands of western Washington visitors who deeply
appreciate this local jewel, effectively a San Juan Island in Seattle’s back yard. It is
unthinkable that citizens from a wide ranging area would be effectively prohibited from enjoying
this lovely island.

It would eliminate the ability for access to this amazing park.
Irretrievable Loss of boating infrastructure

This plan doesn't make sense. Without a marina, how are people needing ADA
accommodations going to get to the island? Take a dinghy, kayak or paddleboard from a boat
on a mooring buoy? How are hand-launched craft going to get to the island to use the launch?

Very much enjoy marina and the protection it offers from winds.
Leave it as is and fix the docks

limits accessibility & use for all

The east side is rolly and an exposed anchorage without the marina.

How would removing the marina get anyone who is ADA to the new ADA comfort station?
Blake island marina also has an abundance of wildlife that use the break water for nesting,
ease off access to the water for fishing, and provides shelter for transiting vessels Incase of
bad weather.

This is an amazing and historic component of our Washington Marine culture, and a unique
resource that deserves protection rather than destruction.

1

This state is no longer governed for the people. The environment should be protected but this
plan is not balanced, it makes it even harder for the people to enjoy this park and resource.

Blake Island is second growth, not pristine habitat. Removing the marina would greatly affect
the ability for people to visit this unique park

Tax the rich.
don' like the reduction in facilities for a popular park.

As a sailor who has visited Blake Island many times, | worry about the reduction in offerings
for boaters. Each time I've visited the park, the marina has been pretty full. We have never
taken our boat into the marina, instead preferring mooring buoys. It seems that the passive
"we may not be able to get more balls approved" is pretty passive. If the marina is removed, it
should absolutely be negotiated with the state to add more mooring buoys. This is fully
achievable if the right stakeholders are at the table and the effort is put forth.

1
Do | have to rate it before | read the other Alternatives?

Blake Island is iconic and the only really interesting state marine park in central Puget Sound.
While Tillicum village has been a useless tourist trap for a while, the marina is in good
condition and deserves continued maintenance.

People need safe and affordable places to enjoy nature. Taking away the marina reduces ADA
access.

The lack of a protected marina is what | hate. | could still land on the beach in my boat, but
you'd drop visitors by at least half.

I am a boater. | enjoy visiting the island and enjoying nature. | won't be able to do this without
marina as | am old and cannot walk far.

No mention of a dinghy dock , this might help the shoreline degradation issue

By far the most popular places for boaters to spend time. Get rid of some other dumbass
program and fund the park
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

Taking away access to another state park for boaters is unimaginable
Maintain what we currently have.

Keep marina

Let’s improve what there already.

IMO, Part of the goal for the St. Parks should be to give more people access to nature. Not
Less

Blake Island is well known for its marina and campgrounds and should be updated, not
decommissioned.

We will never get the marina back and the buoys that currently exist aren't always reviewed
and looked after. | doubt we would get additional buoys. Additional anchoring disturbs aquatic
life. This has been a park for people and nature for years. Private marinas should not be the
only option boaters have. This should be reviewed in the context of Puget Sound as a whole.
There are other state park boating facilities that are in need of maintenance.

Ferry and boat traffic near the island causes rough water and would make it difficult to continue
enjoying the island.

This is a horrible idea

Bl is one of the few central sound locations where boaters can access with dock and park

To care about it people need to experience it. Limiting access will not serve it in the long term.
Puget sound is one of the most unique boating locations in the world. We can't lose the park.

For an island so close to Seattle, the back to nature approach reduces recreational
destinations close to nature for city people

State representatives need to cause changes to make the permitting process more
reasonable.

Just no.
More buoys
Need to maintain the marina

Removing the marina would be a big mistake. Taking the buildings out is a good half-measure.
Don’t remove the campgrounds either

This is the lazy anpproach- the costs to remove are obnoxious too. This approach is
excessive and reflects the extreme actions that has gotten this state into sociological and
economical chaos. Hire a consultant that is not a state worker to examine the options with the
current structure. Hire someone to think outside the box instead of the lazy attempt to return to
nature. Maybe get the raccoons spayed and neutered to help with that chaos. Ask Al for
financially creative options. Blake Island is such a community serving park/island.... Getting
rid of the marina eliminates again community valued parks.

This is a horrible alternative
There are few areas that offer so much and are easily accessible
You should charge a good price for day use and extra for the marina and buoys

There are very few marine stste parks for camping by boat close to seattle. The reason there
isnt more usage now is how difficult it is to get a spot in the marina for younger families with
there boat especially small boats.

The negative impact of usage without facilities, beaching and anchoring, and illegal discharge
are significant. The island is the only marine state park in the area and should remain
accessible

Please don't take away our traditions!

This would effectively "close" Blake Island for most folks.
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Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

Returning to nature to build a launch ramp contradicts itself.

Blake Island has few mooring balls and terrible anchoring, so this basically removes the island
as a park for state residents.

The damage has been done, and it is now our job to be good stewards of today’s environment.
Furthermore, this state park is a prime location for boaters to go somewhere outside of the
busy Main Street docks, and enjoy NATURE! There’s no reason we can’'t do both.

Having a publicly available landing craft would make this option more desirable. | like the
reduction of future capital costs. Makes parks more ecologically and financially sustainable.

Should not even be considered...

Do not mess with this great existing marine resource. Stop trying to reduce marine parks.
do not remove the jetty or marina

while habitat restoration is important blake island is a place people should visit

| like it the way it is.

Let's keep the island open for at least some use.

This is a valuable marine park.

1

| love the marina

$30M is shockingly expensive while at the same time, the people can survive without this
island access.

We love the marina and would be really sad to lose the ability to more there

| give private tours on blake island , this would end a longtime summer tradition, as well as
negative impacts to the economy.

Revitalizing the docks makes more sense
This is abandonment, not a viable option.
No!

The existing marina is a wonderful place to enjoy the island from with the security of knowing
our vessel is secure during storms. Hiking the island from the marina has been one of our best
Park experience. We so wish to have the marina continue, please! Please please

as it is noted above, once it's gone, it's gone, would be prohibitive to ever put a new marina/
breakwater in at some future date. personally | have been a Blake island patron for 50 years or
more. the marina and docks are vital for noting access that is protected from the weather and
barrage of ship wakes,

Instead of two large campsites would be great to have another smaller, quieter more spread out
campsites for kayakers.

Leave it alone!
1

Blake Island State Park is lovely and a wonderful resource. Alt #1 takes away access for 95%
of the people who currently enjoy it. DONT EVEN CONSIDER ALT #1!!!

Removing this unique and wonderful boating resource is poorly considered. Washing state has
as entire water trails for the small craft and very little opportunity for the boating tax payers to
have somewhere to enjoy investment close by. Please don’t destroy this.

By removing access and allowing the park to return to nature is okay, but the fact that there's
going to be no guarantees to have expanded bouys will create a horrible experience for the
community as anchoring is often difficult. Due to the location of the island, it is highly
accessible and with the types of boaters we have, we can expect that the natural habitat such
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as eel grass will be highly affected. If you can guarantee the addition of say 20 new mooring
balls, I'd support this plan

| strongly believe we should return the island to a more natural state and impacts from visitors
be by smaller watercraft.

The whole point of State Park islands like Blake Island is to encourage visiting a special place
versus driving away visitors by removing existing amenities. It is mean spirited to remove
existing marina and infrastructure.

Favorable rating is contingent on the 10 additional buoys
Removing the marina is stupid

This is such a great amenity for families to enjoy boating together and meeting new people on
the docks. Many other marinas and parks find ways to make the financials work. Figure out
the finding and don’t take this outdoor activity away from the community.

Blake island is a rare gem for boaters in the Puget Sound. Removing the marina and facilities
would not stop the amount of boaters from going to the island and in term create a difficult
solution of lack of moorings and facilities.

As a Kitsap County based boater | would be very disappointed to no longer have this park
available. It's a spot | visit often and it deserves to be enjoyed for many more years.

Boating access to the island is a priority and the demolition of the Tillamook building is a
shame

The marina makes the island much more accessible especially for those who come to camp
via small boats.

Dont remove anything. Especially the breakwater.

Blake Island Marina is a gem in the crown of Marine Parks. So sad to see it removed. To link
the maintenance to climate change given the realities of the floating docks seem
disingenuous. No retreat or amending of the current breakwaters in necessary to preserve the
harbor. Thanks

Leave the marina and breakwater intact

this proposal would only be good IF and only if the mooring balls get approved first even if it is
a reduced amount but allow for rafting multiple vessels to the same ball.

I love this idea and this is how we need to be proceeding with public spaces. Planning for
climate change and being fiscally responsible.

In addition to the other cons you list, the dock structure itself has become wildlife habitat.
Removing it would be a significant disturbance in its own right.

There's not a lot of public boating access to our Puget Sound as it stands. Demolishing a
functioning public marina is not reasonable and will lead to decreased public access to our
marine parks.

Limits access to island. If buoys installed, they need to be appropriately sized for tonnage and
windage, not just length.

I would normally be supportive of an idea like this, that could lead to restoration of the natural
environment. However, | agree with the assessment that this is unlikely to happen on Blake
Island since it is already such a popular spot. There is definitely likely to be more anchoring
especially if installing new mooring buoys is a challenge.

Love Blake Island marina and campsites

Blake island is a treasure and the marina provides one of the access points. Removing the
marina will make Blake island even less accessible to the public.

Tax the rich. Keep the marina available

Seems absurd to let a currently operational marina degrade and then spend money to remove
it.

Alt 1 means only a very elite would have access to it - as is normal for such “environmental”
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reserves

This "back to nature" approach is another example of the tax payers of Washington of getting
less for more. Taxes keep going up and the services that we've all paid for go away. Years of
maintenance deferments have caused substandard infrastructure, such as failed bridges,
poorly maintained state parks, failing ferry system. And yet the state spends untold millions on
Green Initiatives.

Increasing population needs more, not less, access.
Love boat dock access. One of our favorites

If Parks is going to consider removing or abandoning the marina and removing marina related
pile, the reduction in creosote should more than offset the impact of additional mooring buoys.
Regarding the concerns about vessels beaching, Parks can designate an area for landing
along the sandspit or near the remaining campsites.

No! Our family has enjoyed this park this park for generations

This feels like cutting off the island entirely from visitors who do not have multiple watercraft,
creating a completely inequitable situation for those who wish to visit the island.

We should do all we can to preserve marine infrastructure in our state.

Blake Island should be visited, loved and explored!!

My favorite marina. Don’t take it away

Letting a marina rot and then decommission it is not a way to manage access to the island

We’d great miss the ability to use moorage at Blake Island. Would increasing rates be an
option?

This turns Blake island into a private getaway just for the rich. With the marina, camping
facilities and the service from Argosy, Blake Island can be enjoyed by everyone not just the
1%

More nature is great but boating is fundamental to appreciating it on the Sound.
There are not enough marine parks! Washington needs to celebrate its waters

Watercraft of all sizes have a safe harbor for visits to Blake Island. Please keep in place this
small safe harbor and on shore facilities for future generations of visitors.

Keep marina and buildings. Charge more for usage.

Marina restored would be best. We need boat docks. Unacceptable to remove Marina.
Removes access.

| have a son in a wheel chair. If there are no docks we have no safe way to get him off the
boat.

This alternative drastically cuts access to this wonderful park.

Parks are important for the public, access needs to be maintained.

1

Leave everything the way it is, including Tillicum Village

#1 removes moorage access in area needing boating amenities. | do not like #1

if you're doing a "back to nature" remove EVERYTHING! don't make it a hard to get to
"private" island

Leave it alone and maintain what is there.

As population grows reducing access is not right. Blake is heavily nature now and making it a
private island for even less people that might not be able to anchor out. Is wrong.

It makes acess harder for the public

| only like this option if more mooring buoys are added.
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Only marina like it in lower puget sound

Why make ADA when there is no access to island?

Absolutly Not

This will make it difficult for average people to access the park.

Lack of access is a major deterrent. If only people with boats can access then that is far from
equitable.

| think it's important to have adequate montage for boats and ensure the shoreline is not
damaged by beaching boats. How are campers supposed to get there?

The public should have access to Blake Island.
Absolutly insane thought

If you remove the marina and restore the shoreline back to natural/native how can you even
propose building a boat launch in the same alternative?

| can live with mooring balls but "permitting" in WA state will ensure we eventually lose all
opportunities to enjoy this beautiful location.

Severely limits public access, open to just a few

Why have a park if boats can't safely visit.

Are you kidding me? Climate change is bs answer

Most people would never get on Blake Island without making accommodations for boats

@Purposely removing access for many boaters and the public goes against The State Parks
Mission Statement; “ State parks connect all Washingtonians to their diverse natural and
cultural heritage and provide memorable recreational and educational experiences that enhance
their lives.” How does the State intend to honor its mission statement if its limiting access to
the public?

Why spend money to upgrade shoreline facilities when there will be less park visitors

Absolutely horrible. Blake island is a boaters paradise and this strips the island of that. If |
could give this plan negative 500 stars | would.

Keep the marina maintained
| think there will be potential for greater degradation of the environment with this option.

Removing marina access, when there is no protected anchorage or mooring buoys would
greatly limit accessibility of the island to the elite who have large boats with dinghy’s or highly
athletic paddlers, and would end access for everyone else. That is the opposite of goals
around accessible outdoors for everyone.

Dumb
Maintain as a state park open to all recreational boaters

The island is rustic enough and preserves nature for 95% of the island. This marina allows for
more public access and accessible access

Why does the state complain about its own permitting?

It makes no sense to invest in ADA facilities if there is no ADA way to access the island. If
Back to Nature is the option, then remove all facilities on the north end of the island and go all
the way. | find this to be a very silly half-step.

The marina and shore side facilities provide vital access to a unique nature environment close
to Seattle. We are regular users of the marina, pay fees to use the facilities, and DO NOT want
this rare and valuable resource removed or altered in any way that diminishes its function.

Continue present status of land and marine recreational use. Offer native tribal use in order to
maintain and improve public understanding and appreciation of native heritage in our state.

This plan would deminish access for visitors dramatically. No point in creating ADA facilities if
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only kayakers can access the island.
People will land and use the island regardless.
Marina is a must have for access to the island

We have very few marine state parks like Blake Island. It seems extremely unlikely that we
will ever have new ones, particularly if we can't even install simple mooring buoys. Abandoning
the marina would be an irrecoverable loss.

But why install ADA trails when they are unable to reach them?

Why spend the time effort and money with any upgrades when access is severely reduced?
Upgrade ADA access while reducing shore access points that align with ADA needs.

One of my concerns is the “decommission” when no longer feasible to operate the marina.
That feels extremely vague and leads me to think that if passes the the marina would be found
unfit for service almost immediately afterwards

Tearing out a perfectly good Marina? Who are the geniuses that sit around thinking about ways
to waste taxpayer money? You should have your head examined.

2

Reduced access will lead to a continued decline in visitation, justifying further reductions and
SO on.

If back to nature then it should be 100% back to nature - no public access at all

| do think removing facilities will just lead to more abuse of the island. It has become
remarkably popular in the past 5 years and | doubt people will stop coming.

Keep the marina

This is the jewel in the state parks crown. Raise mooring fees if needed but keep the marina
and increase the mooring bouys

We need access to our parks. This option is like closing the parking lots to our city parks and
putting fences around them.

Too quick to do this - climate change models weren't shared.

It's a very unique park. We're losing many spots on the sound from the state park options like
deception pass already

Completely dis-allow public. This island does not have the resources needed for thevimpact
the public has on it. Sewer and water hav been a contiouous problem with state fines for
accodental effluent releases and over chlorination. forser

allow only anchoring

While the idea of returning the island to a more natural state is an admirable goal, much of the
island is already habitat that is in fantastic shape. Access throughout the island is already
fairly well controlled to allow for thriving wildlife communities. Reducing access to this local
gem will, indeed, lead to more damage to the underwater and shoreline ecosystems.

Please do not deny boaters from visiting. Blake Island is a gem to be maintained and
available.

Bad idea
Terrible idea

The point that is made about people continuing to access the island even without the Marina is
true. It will undoubtedly result in more anchoring, illicit dumping of waste tanks, and vessels
landing on the beach. Much better to maintain the existing marina to meet these needs.

Why go backwards on a place many people use!
| would not be able to use this option compared to now having a marina.

This is a ridiculous idea.
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Don't do this!

Save our marine parks, don't be like California. Washington State marine parks are the best!
California marine parks are Angel Island ( San Francisco Bay area) and Catalina Islands. Don't
California our marine parks out of existence! California boat scene sucks!

The proposed ADA upgrades is a great idea and necessary. Improving access and use is the
best way forwarding. Marina removal is not needed, it could be rehabbed and added onto.
Improving the marina and installing an additional ADA boat ramp will improve access for all
and this is of the resource reinforces is need to remain.

First Blake Island is not a pristine natural place it was logged, occupied centuries ago. Despite
this it's a beautiful island with great trail and beaches. Maintaining broad public access is
imperative which requires a functioning marina.

Blake island is a foundation for my family and many of mine and my own children’s fondest
memories involve walks along the docks and beaches of Blake island. | support keeping the
breakwater and docks and seeing if RCO funds can be utilized for the continued support of the
site.

The "permitting difficulty" is created by the state! Find and end fraudulent state spending and
fund the park!

This would cause more harm to the eelgrass beds that support herring, crab and the rest of the
food chain supporting salmon and killer whales.

I am all about it being eco friendly but it allows potential for it to be abused by derelict boats
and people who don't care about their impact on the environment.

Blake is a gem with great trails. Having a site near Seattle that can be accessed by boat is

valuable. Increased shuttles so people can experience increases knowledge of environment.
Maintaining docks at state parks is critical. Once gone it can’t be replaced. Please don't do

this.

| don't want to spend money that only benefits people wealthy enough to own boats for access,
but I also don't want to risk more damage to the marine life by leaving the only option for
wealthy boat owners anchoring and illegal dumping.

This plan hinges on the Thunderbird vessel for access via motorized craft. No information was
given on the size or capability of that vessel. Assuming a small dock or tie-off point would be
constructed, would it be reserved entirely for official use? Is there a possibility of smaller
motorized vessels docking at that launch or continuing to use the marina? Are there any
predictions on how long the marina will last before becoming "no longer safe for visitors?"

makes it difficult for many to use park

This alternative also assumes the state standard of living will decline, and that voters will be
unwilling to invest in public recreation opportunities.

Why ruin a gem

We love to boat to the marina and walk around the island. It is always wonderful for our mental
health to be out there in nature.

With so few public options near major metro areas losing this marina would lead to lots more
anchoring and fewer visitors overall, | support planning for sea level rise and returning things to
nature but it seems a shame to lose this one.

The island is a great resource to get people out of the city and into nature. There are fewer and
fewer of these places that the public can go these days. Destroying the marina and making it
more inaccessible in my opinion is not the right direction.

Keep the marina open for visitors.

The boating population is increasing. Lack of facilities just results in additional damage caused
by anchoring.

How do you expect ADA construction to be utilized without the marina. Blake Island is a
Historic Site for Kitsap County. SHAME ON YOuU!!!

we pay pay pay yet our fun places still go away.
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Hard to enjoy it

You are limiting the park to people with boats. People who don't have boats rely on the Argosy
to experience the beautiful park. We have a boat and Blake is one of our favorite places to
anchor, but we know many people who don't have boats and have very much enjoyed visiting
the park via Argosy etc..

Fantasy thinking

We've been going to Blake Island for decades and really appreciate the availability of a dock
for safe moorage.

While | buy into the fact of rising sea levels, it feels like we are a long ways away from needing
to abandon the marina. That same argument could be made at every WA State Park on the
water.

This would damage the environment way more. With the marina everything is contained.
Do NOT remove the marina!

Can there be some kind of public transport option created in conjunction with the marina
removal? Like the Bus to Trails program? This might help make to Blake Island more
accessible than the original marina even did.

Our kids deserve to have nice things.

We visit Blake Island by sailboat and our boat is too large for the moorings available. Blake
Island isn't a good anchorage so this would make it impossible for us to visit. The marina is
the nicest part of the park and the only way fees could be collected from many visitors.

Removing the marina would eliminate the ability of people to visit. This would destroy Blake
Island.

State Parks dollars are better spent elsewhere

With the region growing why move backwards? This would make blake a harder place to visit.
Nature is important, but the region is also growing which we need to find balance vs deleting.

Terrible idea, reduces access for future generations
The limited access for non-boaters is the only negative | see in this alternative.

Blake Island and the marina have promoted generations of new boaters through incredible
memories and access to nature unlike any other place due to the proximity to the city and
surrounding areas. To take this accessibility away would be incredibly detrimental to the future
generations of potential boaters and nature enthusiasts

Extremely limited access, will prevent old and disabled people from visiting.

The bouys are not very good for a restful nights sleep because of ferry traffic and current
waves, the marina is a great asset

The marina, in some form, is a very positive aspect. Extreme removal, without compromise, is
not the best plan

the island seems to be so under utilized now this would make it even harder for
Washingtonians to be able to visit and enjoy. being a boater myself | think in general as a
group we are very conscience of environmental factors on the island.

Keep the Marina!! and why put in ADA facilities when there is no way for them to get there
once the marina is removed!!

Blake Island is a favorite boating destination

This seems like solution that would only cause more issues later from the unrestricted
visitations by boaters. Being so close to populated ares, removing the marina will not prevent
harm from visits by boaters. Furthermore, access to even developed parks will only receive
more pressure as the population increases making preserving access to public lands even
more important.

It's a special place for locals who rarely get to natural places like this. We go there a lot by
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boat and everyone takes care to keep it clean and enjoy the wildlife.
It makes no sence to remove acsess to a park that is owned by the public

This plan sounds good until you stop and think about stewardship of near shore aquatic land.
Removing the marina, especially without significantly expanding mooring options, just means
more anchoring and less eelgrass. This plan is not as environmentally friendly as it sounds
when you consider you are taking away the tools that boaters use to avoid damaging vital
underwater resources.

Does not serve citizens well
The breakwater and marina are one of the best resources for boaters in the region

This is a way simply to remove access for a majority of users. While it may cater to a minority
it simply reduces access possibilities especially for older adults (i.e. it discriminates against
them).

Massive downgrade to a park that is well used and loved as is. If this is the preferred choice,
then just give the island back to the family who donated it.

| think people will still want to go here, and the impacts from anchoring will be worse than just
having the permanent dock

Why the focus on ADA facilities on the island if you're making it almost impossible for disabled
folks to visit?

If there was no realistic way to fund the island as park, this could be a plan, but it limits the
island to so many people who could only gaze on it.

30 million dollars. Is this for a Somali company?

Agree that people will find ways to get on the island and will likely cause more damage to
environment given lack of responsible peer monitoring.

It is a major loss for Puget Sound boaters and would also lose state park moorage revenues

Why improve staff housing and visitor center if you are removing the marina and not adding
buoys? You expect visitors to air drop from helicoptors? If you want to manage Blake Island as
wilderness, then don't invest in more structures. | recommend you take a look at your carrying
capacity plan moving forward, and build according to that. Make sure your visitors have a way
to enter and exit, and manage your landscape according to the visitor capacity you are
allowing for.

This island is a gem for area residents. Most will not be able to visit if marina is removed. No
need for Ada facilities if only personal watercraft and small boats can access. People with
disabilities would not be able to get on the island without a dock.

This park is an asset and it would be devastating to lose it as a lifelong boater

| understand the financial implications of keeping the marina but without the ability to help
maintain access for as many visitors as possible | don't think this is a good option.

Destroys accessibility for boaters

This is one of the parks that allow people to enjoy. start the subtle again and charge a fee
With a reduction of access more pressure will be added to existing parks

Without a marina how would anyone get to the island?

Need visitors to preserve state budget

Whoever proposed this has never spent a night rolling on a state buoy because of the endless
ferries going by

To save cost and work we might as well sell the inaccessible island private owners. Is this the
mission of the Parks Dept.?

Please dont take out the marina

| go to Blake Island every year, and | hate this option. Blake Island is a treasure in our area,
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and | cannot support this.

This is a terrible idea. Please leave the Blake Island marina and all the existing facilities as is;
| have only used the marina once as a boater, but intend to do so again in the future with my
family and friends. What a great resource for a nice day trip, why would you ruin that?

This won't work! As you said, generations of people have been visiting Blake and they will
continue to do so. Now, people know where to camp, where they can land their boat, etc. If the
marina is gone, the island will fall into disrepair and become a mess.

This plan seems foolish and short sighted.

What use are ADA accessible paths without a dock? Blake Island is a treasure, and an
opportunity for the godforsaken city dwellers to experience Puget Sound/Salish Sea waterways
and islands in a unique and positive way.

Ridiculous to remove improvements that will never be able to be rebuilt.
Need to retain easy boater access.
Save this Marina

I'm a boat owner. | value having this island as a retreat. | also use a wheelchair,, therefore
need to have a dock to tie up to for access.

If you are taking this approach, you might as well remove all the stuctures and let it be a
nature preserve with little to no public access

The marina is a valued asset to boaters that don't want to travel very far to enjoy boating and
experience the outdoors.

This option is will prevent usage. If intention is move away from the marina costs, more
campsites should be developed not less. Water usage connection seems unnecessary.

We need more tourism based options and resources, not less

Agree with removal of buildings. Instead of mooring balls- consider stern tie rings as used in bc
It ruins the heritage of the island and the puget sound

Then no one will be able to enjoy this wonderful island

Blake Island is a unique boating destination in the region. It proves how much people want
access to places by dock or mooring buoy.

It's been a beloved place to dock for so many years, | would hate to see it go. Certainly an
expense and environmental cost.

doesn't support the mission of a state park

If pump-out services were available at the nearby Manchester boat launch, or Vashon ferry
dock, this may reduce illicit sewer discharge.

| visit the island a couple times a year. | hate this option

If this happens it makes sense to give it back to the Suquamish tribe to be the land stewards
of Blake Island.

Blake Island is a fantastic place to visit and slow down and get away from the city and relax.
We need a shuttle for greater access

Who's really paying for this bad idea

As a boater, this option removes a great destination and one of the main reasons we purchase
a moorage pass.

The negatives outweigh the positives

This is plain stupid. Keep the marina and lodge. Find alternative usage for the lodge ( day
conference center).

A state park should be for the enjoyment of and use for all.
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I'm a boater and love using the marina, especially as mooring balls around the island are not
being maintained. We use the marina at Blake Island multiple times a year.

Maritime use is an important economic part of the PNW. The marina and accessed by boat
should be continued.

Why would permitting new buoys be hard. That's ridiculous. The marina being torn down and
no new buoys will be worse for the environment. Anyone that has spent a night onthe east side
knows the wakes from big ships make that side dangerous and uncomfortable.

This is an amazing place for families to gather and make memories. Having the marine park is
important to that. This is a terrible idea

People need access to nature and includes by a boat when it's a freaking island, there already
isn't enough marina space

| am a boater and without a marina, visits to Blake Island will not be the same.
Marina is great for boaters and makes island accessible.

The marina is an amazing asset for so many. Mistake to loose it. Cost to remove must be
massive.

| feel it's a bad idea to reduce access to Washington State parks. Blake Island State Park
already has limited access due to transportation to the island.

Need more buoys and ADA access

Love the back to nature!

I'm a boater. Without a marina, boating becomes pretty limited.

This better just be for comparison purposes and not actually happen

If you are removing most boat acces why upgrade trails etc to be ada compliant? You would be
making it more difficult to get to the island to use the compliant trails.

It's probably the single biggest destination for boaters in the puget sound, as much taxes
boaters pay we should get something in return.

It makes it less accessible to me.
Stupid and expensive

The marina is already there and it provides access to many who otherwise couldn’t access the
island, esp. in winter

bad ides, but you needed to put it out there

It is idiotic to have a park that few people can visit.

Why is permitting so difficult?

There are enough “back to nature” areas in the PNW. Leave Blake Island open to the public.
Ridiculous waste of a beautiful destination.

Washington most plan and prepare for increasing public demand for access to the outdoors,
including infrastructure that supports growing visitation to state public lands while minimizing
negative environmental impacts. Alternative 1 is short sighted and unlikely to be successful
long-term as our state population grows along with demand for outdoor access.

Keep the access of the marina

**

| would rather see it sold for private development than returned to natural

As a boater we love to stay overnight but don't like the buoy for sleeping over .

Significantly limits access to the island
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If you take away the marina, people will continue to visit and cause more damage

Does the proposal provide a critical link in the sustainability of any particular species or
ecological system

Public Comment Opposing Demolition of the Blake Island Marina | strongly oppose the
proposed demolition of the marina at Blake Island Marine State Park. | have been a boater all
my life and have visited Blake Island two to four times each year for many years. For boaters
like me—and for many other visitors—the marina is not a luxury, but an essential part of
accessing and enjoying the park. Removing it would effectively eliminate Blake Island as a
viable destination for a large segment of the public. Blake Island is uniquely positioned as a
water-access park. Eliminating the marina would disproportionately impact boaters, families,
seniors, and visitors who are unable to beach landings or paddle long distances. This creates
an inequitable outcome where only certain users can reasonably enjoy the park, contradicting
the purpose of a public state park that should be accessible to all. The marina also supports
safe visitation. It provides a controlled, predictable place to dock, reduces unsafe anchoring,
and helps protect shoreline and nearshore habitats from damage caused by improvised
landings. Demolition would not eliminate use—it would simply shift impacts elsewhere in less
safe and less sustainable ways. Rather than removing this critical infrastructure, | urge
Washington State Parks to explore maintenance, repair, or modernization options. Preserving
the marina aligns with accessibility, equity, environmental stewardship, and the long-term
public value of Blake Island Marine State Park. Please reconsider the demolition proposal and
retain the marina for current and future generations of park visitors.

Total cop out by the parks . Total
Arrival by boat using the marina is an important part of our lifestyle.

As a city kid who grew up not being able to afford boating, the school trip with a rented boat to
the island was a chance to experience remote nature affordably and nearby in a way you can't
do on Seattle beaches.

It is not really back to nature, not a preserve- so just less access
This option depends on usage and allowing more buoys.

what else would make a top notch jewel of a kayaking destination?
Limiting access is not the direction we want

2

This option is bonkers. Blake Island is the best option for taking kids from our most dense city
into nature without cars.

1

Why is the false climate change agenda being pushed

Keep the marina

Keep the marina

Might get taken over by hoboats..without a marina even campers with small boats can't dock.
Handicapped people could no longer visit Blake Island!

Don't even consider this. Ir would wipe away a huge asset to Puget sound. Basing something
on Future Climate change is a mistake and will have little to no impact if any.

We love boating to the island! This would be a huge disappointment for our family

1

| loved the old restaurant and marina allows different categories of people to visit

This is a highly used park and it's loss would be a major setback for marine recreation.

While restoration of Puget Sound shorelines is beneficial, boaters in the Puget Sound also
have a right to recreational use. The loss of the pump out station may also cause increase in
illicit sewage discharges in Puget Sound which would degrade water quality.
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Only an alternative is buoys are installed

Blake has been an enjoyable place for boaters and kayakers to enjoy, why ruin that for future
generations?

Invest in the marina and other boater oriented facilities.
This is a viral community resource and it would be devastating to loose public access.

Blake Island is an important access point to nature for Seattle boaters. Any plan that
decreases or restricts use is not ideal. We need to make Blake island more accessible

Our family boats year round and thoroughly enjoy Blake as a stopping point on trips

Blake Island is a great family friendly easily accessible marina and island that many people
and yacht clubs enjoy.

Limits visitation to the point that it doesn't make sense to have a store and ADA walkways
This would make the park unusable

Do not remove the marina! It should be made bigger but at least keep it as it is. We have very
few State parks with docks. They must be kept.

All Washingtonians deserve access.

This is a place that teaches kids and people how beautiful NATURE IS! | went here 20 years
ago with a friends family on their boat and now | bring my kids. A place to coexist in nature
and showcase Washington’s unique marine environment.

Stop this nonsense. I'm as big of an environmentalist and fully believe climate change is our
largest threat, but mothballing a single marina, a few campsites and buoys that reduce access,
is not going to be the solution nor should be that difficult for the state to fund and
operate/maintain. How is $30m spent annually to maintain this?

This option should be contingent on the ability to add mooring balls to offset the loss of the
marina.

We need to preserve and maintain what we have. Society needs these "escape from urban
environment " in order to appreciate nature and steward nature.

This limits access of the public via hosts to access nature.
Marina facilitates at state parks are a legacy we should keep for future generations

This location is already developed and incredibly popular with the boating community. It is only
location | am aware of in this part of the sound with easy access to green space/hiking via
boat.

Crazy!
Leave it as is
Removing the marina would be a travesty.

Providing public access is a key mission of state parks. Alternative One eliminates access for
most citizens to Blake Island. Unacceptable.

Maintain access as is. Having access to resources like this is exactly why the public
cherishes it. The budget argument is hard to believe with all the increases to taxes. Let’s fund
what makes this region unique and beautiful. And beauty exists only if you can see it.

As a boater with dogs | appreciate the docks. | have used them multiple times in the off
season. The protected marina makes that ideal during times when the poor weather would
make boating to this park impractical for me, my wife, and our 2 small dogs. | would rather pay
a higher moorage cost to support this marina than have it be removed. | think the state should
consider pricing moorage at this location more in line with other public marinas to support the
actual costs associated with maintaining it.

The marina and park provide a wonderful access to boaters and friends looking to find peace
and tranquility a short distance from Seattle. A most unique and loved park!
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Should be no problem keeping it with all the new taxes and increased fees to keep up with
inflation, global warming, diversity, inclusivnes, equity, Co2, waste spills from West Pointss

It is a boating destination. Keep the marina. It's a State Park.

Access to parks is essential for people to cherish natural places and be motivated to vote for
finding and rules to protect the environment snd wildlife. This is especially important for
children. Blake Island is a cherished spot for people who arrive on commercial or private boats.
| strongly hope this valuable public asset is mot destroyed.

As someone who has been to Blake island yearly, removing the marina will likely not stop me
from visiting by motor vessel. It makes me sad that this is even an option as some of my best
memories for my parents and myself have been on the island, and | want my kids one day to
create memories there like my family already has.

Silly

The marine services are essential to a park only accessible by boat. Invest the money now or
pay the price later

Marina facilities and parks are a mainstay of Puget Sound abd should be maintained for all to
enjoy.

| am a conservative in nature when it seems appropriate but Blake island is an asset that has
been underutilized especially since Covid, this proposal is corresponds with the nations
demise and infrastructure for the benefit of an administration covered with “eco buzz words”. In
reality, the harm is done, the marina is built the eco system has adopted just like it will when
we all die and the earth corrects our greed. It's a natural wonderland as it is. Bring back the
limited tourism and if anything.. cull the raccoons.

Blake Island is one of the few places we can go as boaters that is not over populated and
trashed. Its beautiful & simple. Pack it in, pack it out. Pet friendly and peaceful. The marina is
a must for smaller vessels that cannot anchor with a dingy.

The marina is a valuable asset
It seems like a cop out and the water isn't rising
Keep the Marina!! Stop getting rid of Marinas.

Easily would be the end of the park; has nothing to do with climate change and is very slimy to
hide behind that excuse. As someone who always votes in favor of climate protection, this
alternative is 100% about saving money. At least be straightforward about it.

It's a dumb idea

We wouldn’t be able to visit Blake anymore! Our boat is too large for a mooring ball.
There is really no point

| do not like reducing access to the island, boating or otherwise

Blake island holds some of my fondest childhood memories. Learning about Tillicum village,
the salmon bank and museum, sailing my dad’s old rickety sailboat and docking at the marina.
We don’t have many places like this... if any. I'm a mariner and I'm a boater because of my
visits to this island as a child. We need to preserve these experiences for the new generations
of kids. They need to be inspired nhow more than ever.

| have only used the marina moorage in the off season, I'm intimidated by the social interaction
of fitting my sailboat in when crowded. | wish rafting were mandatory to utilize space better.
The marina also provides a safe protected beach for kayaks and rowboats, although this is not
well known. And | like the Marina's rustic nature.

Sell it to an investor and turn it into a golf coarse or destination
Marine park with no access

Losing marina access will lock away a treasure for any older mariners that can’t easily board a
dinghy.

Will there be places for dinghy’s to securely tie up when marina is gone
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| love taking my sailboat to Blake - with the demolition of the marina | would not be able to.

Boaters pay a yearly excise tax to fund our wonderful marine parks and fees are paid to use
then. Why have ADA facilities if the island is inaccessible

Why does it have to be ADA accessible if there is no ADA access from the water?
Climate change is BS.

Makes island less accessible

This is ridiculous

This is a horrible idea....and the analysis in as much admits that.

Really enjoy the easy boat access. Good for new, small boats that can’t afford long trips and
expensive harbors.

The island is enjoyed by many families, especially with kids. Removing access for boaters
would be a travesty and impact many that have used the island for years, and those in the
future. Also, what is the purpose of spending money on the changes outlined if you decrease
the accessibility/usage by 99%7?

Climate change nonsense!

Having a Marina with a dock, it's very beneficial for us elderly and allows us easier access to
the island. | have spent many nights both at the dock as well as on the buoys and having
access to the island has been one of the joys of my life.

This is a terrible idea

More morage for boat access. Buys expanded. Let the tax payers of washington enjoy this
wonderful place.

It is a state park and people should be able to use it like the San Juan Islands.
It's a park - residents should be able to safely visit. This option greatly reduces that.
Keep and maintain the marina.

There still should be a marina. Take the pump out out if you want or find a way to still offer but
maybe haul the waste off island via barge?

Keep the marina open

Really a poor idea! Not good for the island!
This is the dumbest thing I've read in a while.
Terrible idea

ALT 1 takes away a very valuable resource to boaters. It also spends money to tear up what
has already been paid for and makes it virtually impossible to have a marina any time in the
future.

It's the most popular place for all kinds of boaters and campers. If necessary charge a bit
more.

Wash. State parks are managed by moron climate change cultists
if you aren't able to get additional buoys, the office, store etc would be unnecessary.

People visiting illegally would be a nightmare. Blake island as it is now is a gem of the NW and
it should remain as is

Short sighted and the adverse impacts will be high because people will find a way to get there
Big step backwards.
State needs to maintain and provide the services.

More bouys would be nice, also why do we care such a great deal about ada Accessibility...
Boating itself is not so why do parks only accessible by boat have to meet those
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requirements.
1
Would be sad to lose such a popular boating destination

There are very few public facilities like Blake Island and its Associated Marina and it should be
preserved

Keep the marina

Do NOT remove public boating access/use. As a life long boater on Puget Sound (classic
tugs, sailboats, kayaks) we have used the Blake Island marina infrastructure for our families
and for scouting groups we have led. PLEASE keep these marine facilities!!

We visit Blake by boat and would lose access to our park :(

I am a user of the Marina and Marine State Park

Might as well abandon the island and let the strong take over.

Once again you're taking away a place for family to enjoy nature and build memories.
We enjoy the park as is

Great idea only if you can add additional buoys

Blake is one of the few dock access parks for boaters in central Puget Sound. This is a dumb
idea.

Look at it from Seattle? Not many islands with parks and docks to visit as it is.

This Alternative would eliminate an extremely accessible and valuable recreational resource.
Blake Island is a unique place where the public can experience Puget Sound and the island
environment via a relatively short and non-committing boat trip. There is nothing else like this
in the Puget Sound area and likely not on the entire West Coast. The prediction that loss of
marina facilities could lead to increased environmental damage is well-founded, and this
Alternative would probably not be ultimately protective of the marine environment.

Want use of marina
Keep it the way it is you elitists. Think you own the state you make me sick

Anchorage at Blake can be challenging and an increase in mooring buoys is recommended. It
would be ideal to have a small marina with shorten term unloading only and dinghy dock.

Marina needs to be kept

It takes an act of God to create new marinas nowadays. It would be foolish to get rid of the
marina. We need more marinas in Puget Sound, not less.

Ridiculous and counter-productive
Terrible idea for a gem of a public asset
This is the worst idea I've heard. Maintain the facilities

Continue to maintain the existing marina. Possibly pass ownership to tribes if you no longer
want to maintain it.

Keep this marina!

We love visiting Blake Island on our boat. It's a fantastic resource. If it's left to nature, it will
surely become overrun by tweakers. It's good to have a legal footprint maintained on the
island.

Terrible idea! Blake Island is the only marine park accessible in an easy day trip from Seattle
or Tacoma. It's a great place to take families with children or older adults who couldn't get to
shore in a dinghy

It seems like fewer people will be able to access the park.

Removal of the marina would be devastating. Always packed with people.
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$30Million is artificially high maintenance cost, impossible straw man argument
No way

The marina allows access to the island to so many people, including children. It gives them a
chance to experience the puget sound in a way that is very difficult to find so close to seattle.

The stupid in you is so strong, it is on fire. Holy crap...

Repair the marina with Discover Pass revenues. Seek an exemption to permitting in state
parks.

This is incredibly dumb. Use your funds better.
There's no alternative to this, it's a horrible option

This a boating region that needs every facility it needs. Claw some money from port of Seattle.
Boaters can't always get to the San Juans, but Blake is very achievable.

Eliminating the marina would be a tragic loss for Washington state boaters — of which there
are MANY! The marina is frequently used and is almost always at capacity.

Severely restricts access for the public
100% of visitors require a boat of some sort. A marina is mandatory
The most ridiculous plan | have ever seen.

This is a state park resource and MUST be shared with the residents of this great state. This
is why we live here, must have access...so many memories for me and my children, DO NOT
take these away from future generations PLEASE.

Get rid of the raccoons

It practically eliminates people from using it just for budgeting, no thx
Removing the marina would be a travesty.

Keep the marina for the history of boating in puget sound

No Marina will make the public less able to access the park

Blake Island does not have protection for small boats without the breakwater so visitation
would drop significantly, | believe.

This is an important resource for boaters

This is a terrible idea and a waste of tax payers money who have already paid for the existing
improvements. | use Blake Island at least 3 times a year and not once have | used the marina.
This is how much [ think this is a bad idea.

It's gonna be a long time before sea level rise becomes a serious issue for mortgage and
landside usage

please keep the marina!
Keep the marina going please!
We need the Marina

Limits access to a very few privileged owners of "hard bottom" water craft. Decreases safe
access as some will choose to paddle or operate unsuitable watercraft in tidal waters and
either beach them or anchor out and swim to shore. Letting the current dockage deteriorate into
oblivion an incredible waste of an irreplaceable asset.

Makes no sense to have the park fall into disrepair.
Need more rural areas for huge boating population in WA
Need to repair and retain docks.

There's a fine line between encouraging visitation by hand-launched watercraft and
discouraging landing along the shoreline. While | don't personally use the marina, having a
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obvious designated landing point for small watercraft would be a nice addition to this plan,
perhaps a floating dock at the new boat launch?

Bad idea to remove marina. Will lead to unintended adverse consequences.

Removing the marina will result in significant shoreline and underwater damage from an
increase in beached and anchored boats.

| agree with you points that, absent a dock alternative, boaters will find other ways to access
the park, although those may not be all bad. Anchoring will certainly increase, but you could
designate non-anchoring areas and enforce those. That would also determine your dingy
landing areas. You can manage it. Please take Sucia Island in the San Juans as a fine
example. It is quite heavily visited, but the rocky beach landing areas and island trails are
lovely and work just fine. Making Blake a little harder to get to isn't terrible and getting rid of
the Seattle tour boat loads will be great.

The marina is an important part of Blake Island for boaters. Without marinas there will be less
availability of facilities for overnight outings for boaters and ultimately cause fewer people to
have boats which are a significant revenue source for the State.

Terrible option. We are boaters, but with this option you may as well put a fence around it or
sell it off.

Renders the island difficult to access and although a preserve provides no true mixed usage.

Removing boaters access to Blake Island is contrary to everything Washington Parks
embodies.

The marina is key to enjoying the island

Blake Island is a gem for boaters. We visit it regularly and really enjoy our visits. | am totally
opposed to to Alterative 1.

Does not serve the public

The marina at Blake Island has been an important recreational asset for many years and must
be retained and maintained.

| like that it saves money, but perhaps the buildings could still be used instead of destroyed
Blake Island was purchased by the boating community and given to the state
May as well sell the island to a private entity

This is not a good idea. Let's get creative here, not destructive. The lack of docks would
severely limit the number of visitors.

This alternative brings this facility in line with other State Parks islands.
Akin to burying a gem.

As a boater, this plan is unacceptable to me as it may eliminateamy chance to use the island
for my purposes.

feels like a f-you to anyone who doesn't own a boat to access the park

I'm a boater who frequests Blake Is. While it is unfortunate the marina is abandoned, additional
mooring buoy options are greatly appreciated. Hopefully buoy maintainince can be prioritized.
Without the marina, it would be great if boats could double up when using buoys to support
more social enjoyment.

ADA should be by the water as well

Consider converting the marina to a protected area to land dinghies and add mooring balls
outside of the marina. Any option executed needs to maintain the connection to the native
american history. Keep the totem poles and improve/increase the education resources to the
history of this island and the area in general.

| am very disappointed that the State is investing in new parks (e.g. Beebe Bridge) and
restorations and re-developing parks (e.g. Blake Island) when the State is completely
defaulting on its maintenance and repair responsibilities at existing parks such as Cama Bach
Park
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Tillicum village is a WA state treasure
Not having a marina substantially limits access to the park.
Esp if the new buoy’s aren'’t in the cards, people will destroy this place still trying to come

Limiting use of the Park by decommissioning the marina is likely to severely limit use by
anyone who would benefit from the new ADA pathways. This creates an exclusionary park.
Currently, boat access makes it possible for those with wheelchairs, scooters, walkers to
access the park by boat.

Now more than ever we need to preserve access to unique outdoor spaces, and preserve the
quality of those outdoor spaces. We need to maintain access to a diversity of users while
continuing to establish ways to minimize impact. Blake is not hundreds of miles deep in the
north cascades; it's 1-4 miles from large populations and you are right to call out that retreat
offers minimal upside other than cost, and significant downside potential. It is absurd to give
up on this island.

Not having a marina reduces the public access to the island

| feel sad the Tillicum Village buildings will be demolished, and not used. Though | understand
the challenges permitting, logistics, cost and maintenance pose.

Blake Island overnight camping has become a staple in our family's summer adventures. As
members of a boat club we are only allowed to tie the boat to a dock, so with only buoys
remaining we wouldn't be able to visit unfortunately. We also agree that continuing to maintain
the existing marina is much less expensive than rebuilding it in the future.

This is a cop out on the part of State Parks. Usage will massively decrease. If you need
lobbying help, then reach out to boaters to help sway the Legislature.

I think | should be more emphasis on natural habitat. The use for scientific research and
breeding grounds for native plants and animals. Guess what create a storage ship and possible
future use options as a wildlife destination similar to the farlons off the San Francisco Coast

The existing state of the marina is appropriate.
The marina is mostly useless now and only attracts noisy neighbors anyways

Lots of focus on ADA accessibility for an island lacking any accessible way to get on it. A
floating dinghy dock would fix the issue of beaching and be far less disruptive than the marina.
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Q2
3895 responses
On a scale of 1-5, how do you feel about Alternative 2: Rustic Retreat?

*

3.73

/5
Average Rating

5 G

4 CE——

3 G

2 e

1@
Rating Percentage Responses
1 Star: Hate it 4.83% 188
2 Stars: Dislike it 1M.73% 457
3 Stars: Neutral 19.28% 751
4 Stars: Like it 34.09% 1328
5 Stars: Love it 30.06% N7
Average3.73 3895

# PLEASE PROVIDE ANY OTHER COMMENTS YOU HAVE ON ALTERNATIVE 2: RUSTIC

RETREAT.
1 Alt #2 begins to recognize that some of the existing infrastructure and on-island buildings have

value. Dredging for commercial vessel(s) appears to be exclusively connected to finding a

concessionaire to operate food/entertainment facilities. QUESTION: Has such a

concessionaire been identified, or is the dredging planned to attract potential concessionaire?
If no concessionaire is interested, then dredging is not a "must have" part of the project scope

and budget concern.

2 We enjoy the rustic atmosphere. Having Tillicum village has been a big part of Blake Island.

We used to do the dinner on some years.

3 | like that it maintains access while maintaining the natural feel of the island

4 We appreciate that this plan includes improved moorage and therefore has more public
access/benefit than Alternative 1. If this alternative is pursued, we would encourage State
Parks to look into various ways to continue to utilize Blake Island to interpret local and regional
heritage, both through unstaffed interpretation (such as signage) and live programming (such

as ranger talks or events with community groups).

5 This minimally maintains the current status. And keeps park from falling into dis-repair

6 Sell the property to a developer and let them build a resort

7 Nature & Rustic & Marine access is a real winner!

8 largely preserves status quo, enables some broad access. downside is benefit to boaters
using the marina

9 Really like the rustic approach of a basic marina, mooring buoys, and campsites.

10 Keepng the marina helps users / visitors access the amenities. Needed for ADA.

11 The escape to nature aspect of Washington state parks is uniquely valuable.
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We love camping on the island with family and friends, some on boats, some in tents, and
hiking on the nature trails. The bathroom was acceptable. We would welcome a rebuild of the
marina as needed and additional buoys.

Best option of the alternatives proposed

| appreciate this option much more as it still provides access to the island for boaters. My
family has been visiting the island for 40 years. Although—we will be sad to see the removal of
Tillicum Village. There is a lot of history connected with this island!

The wildlife and natural environment is what makes Blake island desirable in the first place.
Without that, it's just like any other park (we already have many) except with the added
complication and expense associated with an island location. Therefore, any path forward must
have preservation of the natural Blake island environment as its first priority.

Give it back to the tribes

Protects the natural environment but denies the special native northwest educational
experience previously provided by Tillicum village

This preserves an existing marina park of which there are very few and needed in our
recreational offerings.

Love boat and nature focus
My favorite
More buoys! They have saved us sailing during windy evenings. A relief to tie up to

Marine access is crucial for a marine park just because getting permits is difficult doesn’t
mean it should be done it just means you have to make it happen

Let’s not loose established docks and buoys. Yes expensive but as you say irreplaceable

It maintains more of the status quo but | dont see why the Tillicum Village needs to he
removed

Perfect!

This is my preferred option because it keeps the marina and doesn't highly build up usage of
the island, but I don't like the commercial aspect. | like Blake Island the way it is right now.

Love option 2

| appreciate the commercial option for non oatmeal owners.
Keeps access to boaters and potential commercial.

Like all except the need for more buoys?

I'm a sailor and love cruising to Blake Island. | also volunteer for Footloose and sail the
disabled participants there and back and help get them off the boat and on the Island every
year.

The non boating public should be able to access park
This option is too expensive, eliminate staff housing and welcome center to reduce costs

Dredging the marina would allow recreational sailboats with their deeper drafts to easily enjoy
the island.

3
keeping Tillicum buildings is too costly and not the type of activity visitors prefer.

If there is a marina, parks should not reduce amount of campsites as busier weekends will fill
and folks will camp in places they should notbein

Allows amazing access for boaters, families, and the community through private boats. Allows
existing use to continue.

| love Blake Island how it currently is, and this seems closest. If | had to choose, | would add
dock moorage over buoys.
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No need for extra attractions, the view is enough.

| like the retreat from urban, and keeping access whole preserving nature. It does make it
harder for those who do not have boat access.

This option amplifies the best characteristics of Blake Island!
Marina is needed. Change of Tillicum village being profitable are doubtful.

Love it, as long as it includes a pumpout station. Encourage sanitary emptying of holding
tanks. Why not have a mosquitoe-fleet small state ferry serve the island?

Maybe the DNR and Parks can work a deal.
i like the idea of blake island still being able to easily use, but rustic in nature like it is now

This basically keeps the services in the park as they have been since Tillicum Village shut
down, while investing in updated bathroom and visitor center facilities. This would meet our
Cub Scout pack's needs very well.

The concept is good but | do not feel that WSP has really estimated a minimum budget to
maintain existing facilities rather than build new. Please estimate and publish a minimum cost
to maintain marina, comfort station, office and housing.

Request streamlined permitting based on the Washington State Parks Department outstanding
record of preserving nature.

Again, we only need private investors. No tax dollars need to be spent on Blake Island

Do not like the new marina configuration in picture that limits >30" boats. No meeting needs of
current utilizers. Improves the commercial and day use access and leave the rest configured
as is.

Improved access is vital.
Worth investing money to sustain the experience and access.

We mostly anchor out and hike on the island trails, so not much impact on our use of the
island.

Wy remove the existing building? could it not be preserved for future use? Is it costing a lot
(more than demo) to preserve? Why not use at least the existing front space as the park
office/comfort station and store?

This is my preferred solution. It preserves boating access and focuses on the rustic charm of
the island which is the key draw for us when visiting..

Seems like the best option, | do like adding the cabins from proposal 4 to this one.

Any plans have to include expanded marina and moorage and better access for commercial
access for day visitors.

I work with Footloose Sailing Association, enabling disabled individuals to experience and learn
sailing on our local waters. Part of that experience, is an annual camping trip to Blake Island.
Access to the island is critical for this event. Without the marina facilities, we will not be able
to host this anticipated event.

The original commercial dock was sufficient considering the level of business conducted for
years. There are so many more recreational boats in the Seattle area now. Taking away
moorage for recreational boats is a bad idea. The marina, with it's limited space, fills up by
Friday evening every summer weekend

As boaters in Skagit County, we love visiting Sucia Island once or twice a year. For Puget
Sound boaters, Blake Island could effectively be "Sucia Island South," operating in the same
Goldilocks zone of "rustic yet accessible.”

My primary concern would be the cost of the marina work. | suspect it would be possible to
arrive at a right-sized concession for visitors in a public/private partnership given more modern
operational patterns.

allows sailboat to access the island either with the marina or from a morring ball with a tender.
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Allows more folks to access this gem of a state park with their own boat or a charter boat
| like the balance between access and maintaining a natural environment
Sad if Tillicum is demolished. Like to see the existing enhanced.

I am in favor of keeping the marina and a way for public who do not have their own boat to
access the island. As a frequent camper on Blake | do not want a reduction of camp sites. It is
wonderful having availability without the need of a reservation. Since the campsites are already
in existence and require minimal maintenance it would not make sense to reduce the number
of sites no matter the future of Blake.

| don't think the building should be taken away. If anything more ought to be added to make it
attractive especially for field trips for kids! It was such a cool thing to come and experience the
tribal ways of making salmon on the open fires and experiencing what a working long house
was like!

This sounds like what we love about blakenisland

This approach balances a rustic location and preserves access, particularly boating access.
Unfortunately it demolishes the current buildings and longhouse reducing the opportunity to get
a tribe or company to have a potential Tillicum Village venue. Although preserving commercial
boating access does provide for a future native American heritage tourist and educational
venue. | think all recognize there's a balance between being so rustic the area might as well be
off limits and closed to the public versus having enough access to support some of the
associated costs. | think we all recognize the difficulty associated with permits and
regulations, which at times seems so burdensome to simply avoid the effort and associated
costs. We can regulate ourselves to a standstill and nothing happens, which seems to be the
intended goal. | would suggest the preserving marina access for the public and commercial
access would be the first priority.

| beleive this plan offers the best cost/value proposition. Although more costly, the
improvements would be enjoyed by active and future users.

Access for WA citizens is my primary concern
This hits the right balance
Need the marina and open space

The marina improves could be cool, but seem expensive and how much budget do we have to
maintain these facilities in the future? I'm also a boater with access to sailboat and feel like the
marina is nice. It would make the island more accessible, but I'm not opposed to mooring or
paddling into the island. My main complaint with Blake now is the crumbling infrastructure and
annoyances with rats/racoons. In this way, | actually prefer alternative 1 which involves more
cleanup.

Great updates!
Better idea
Why the expense for failed concession?

Commercial concession should not be pert of the plan unless revenue goes toward offsetting
project costs.

Keeps the island as a boaters destination, increases moorage options and reduces the
footprint of non-boater traffic.

| feel similarly that this, or any, plan for changes to Blake Island must be done in a dignified
partnership with the Suquamish and Duwamish Tribes. I'd strongly caution any changes to the
site layout that involve new facility constructions instead of repurposing the existing
structures. | similarly wonder if the proposed changes to the marina would be practical for
boats to maneuver inside.

I'm confident that these upgrades will draw more visitations and raise more money for the park!

5 more bouys is not enough. It makes no sense for these to be difficult to permit. Not having
them encourages anchoring which is far worse for the sea bed than the installation of modern
buoys. This is well known.
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Provides a natural escape from the city.
Best from a boaters perspective that likes it quiet

| support the continued use and access of the marina, and support continued pursuit of a
public/private relationship to help fund and drive foot traffic and recreation to the site.

Presenting these options one after another is poor survey design. Participants have no
reference and are likely to understate their feelings on earlier options.

This option maintains the park access for boaters at the marina while reducing the risk of the
State Park system from being left "holding the bag" if new commercial buildings, commercial
docks, etc were added and then the State couldn't find stable tenant(s) for long term lease. It
would be risky to invest large amounts of funds on the "hope" that a viable commercial tenant
would be secured for the long term. One idea to reduce costs is to eliminate the electricity on
the marina docks. | believe Blake Island and one of the Jerrell Cove docks are the only State
Park docks which have power. Other docks continue to attract marina boaters without power
just fine with much less ongoing costs to the Park System. It seems campgrounds are fairly
low cost to maintain once water/bathrooms are in place. | would not want to see removal of
any of the campgrounds. Adding back the previous campgrounds on the SW side of the island
would be welcome even with out water and pit toilets would be fine. 55 years ago, | camped
here with my brother and neighbor kids for about 10-20 nights per year. This was boating
across from the family house on Yukon Harbor in a 12 foot boat. Fun memories!

Too expensive

It is a state park and needs to be used by boaters and campers.

Options two and three seem like punts

Again the Marina is a priority in my mind. One of the premier destinations in the Puget sound
Great balance

This is the best plan all around. Limit improvements

Great access, though a state fast ferry and a small concession stand would make it perfect.
ADA accessibility should not be a primary priority. Tearing down buildings seems unnecessary.
Do not remove Tillicum Village.

Do not destroy the Beautiful historic cedar Longhouse !! It has hosted seversl U.S. Presidents;
the first APEC conference with Bill Clinton and the Ist goes on and on. has hosted several
U.S. Presidentd; dents; A

better that alternative 1 but still very limited usage

It seems a shame to demo the existing longhouse. Could it be turned into a hostel-type
inexpensive lodging? | am more interested in the island being available to people who do not
have boats, and would rather see funds invested in (limited) public boat transit than in marina
upgrades.

How many slips and how long would these slips be? Without knowing this and how it compares
to the existing dock configuration as well as projected future demand, it is difficult to evaluate
this alternative. Without Tillicum Village, it is doubtful that there would be enough demand for
commercial moorage. Why are there no picnic shelters?

Blake is a natural retreat near the city. You have to get there, tho! This alternative provides
access while keeping the park natural - it's big benefit

Public access needs ton increased and improved not reduced

Return it back to nature, we have over developed everything near the water, it would be
wonderful to have a natural space

We are a boater and would love to continue using this park and sharing it with others
Everything but tearing down Tillicum Village

Better than back to nature.
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A rustic retreat model provides opportunities for those in nearby urban areas. As these urban
areas grow, there may be more demand than in the past.

seems like a good option, if the finances of adding and operating the rustic accomodations
pencil out

The maintained/improved marina operation should contemplate support for water taxi
operations.

This maintains one of the most important recreational opportunities for boaters in the greater
Seattle Area and it's central location between South Puget Sound and the San Juan Islands
makes it a regular stop over for vessels making that long voyage north or south. It's also a
valuable weekend resource for sea kayakers and disabled recreational boaters that desire
having an overnight camping experience readily available for weekend uses. If you want to
continue receiving the strong support of recreational boaters this is an important choice point
for state parks administration.

Please let this option win. This keeps the park open to boaters who can’t anchor or use a buoy
or don't have a tender. It maintains access for everyone too, so even if a concessionaire
providing ferry service is hard to find now, when the time is right it will be at least possible.

I like that this makes it accessible to non boat owners. More fair.
Tillicum Village should be a venue open to groups (scouts) and possibly weddings.
Preferred--improved access without grand hotel facilities

Allowing for the non-boating public to visit the island is a positive for people to experience this
state park, which is so close to the city. Many people don’'t have boats and could access the
park anyway.

Would prefer Indigenous inclusion in any development (like old Tillicum Village)
Too much access provided for boats.

Again, | urge you to retain Tillicum Village. For years | have taken US Dept of State Foreign
Exchange Sponsored Program students from the Greater Puget Sound to teach them about
our Native cultures- we paddled 18-man Northwest style canoes and camped at the
unimproved campsite. We would walk the trail that taught us about native plants and their
indigenous uses, then visit Tillicum Village to sample classically cooked salmon and watch the
show about our native tribes history and myths. Also- cannot the Marina be maintained for less
monies than it would take to upgrade it?

Wonderful. Preserves boater's access and still allows hikers and day use for non boaters. |
vote yes on this!

Costs will be hard to justify without the commercial draw of the Salmon House.

Demolishing the Tillicum Village facilities without any plan to replace them is a major loss. It
was a unique and deeply valued experience that connected Pacific Northwest visitors to the
region’s history and cultural heritage. This alternative removes that identity instead of building
on it.

As a boater Blake Island has been one of the few natural places to enjoy in the south sound.
We've had so many memories here and wish to pass those memories on to the next
generation as our kids get older.

The natural environment with camping and ability of people without their own boats to reach
island with some park personnel presence and marina access would be ideal. We visited the
island for many years in sailboat before marina improvements and in my opinion that would be
ideal compromise. If it is accessible people will get there to enjoy it | think.

I think this is the best compromise available. Please maintain water and power on the docks
for boaters.

Want to keep Tillicum

Your survey is not letting me make one choice unless it is"dislike ". | love this option!!!! Allows
all types of water craft and keeps the campsites!!!

Spending the limited State Park resources on adjustments to moorage, building staffing
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housing yet demolishing the existing buildings and salaries for additional rangers senna
shortsighted considering the months the island is visited. Also, the potential damage to the
shoreline while operating a removal of existing buildings would be a concern.

| think it's wise to make minimal investment while maintaining access. improvements to the
marina benefit mostly wealthy people who can afford powered boats, | would instead like to
see some public transportation option (though | imagine that is difficult).

The cost of expanding/dredging the marina should be bourn by users; both vistors and any
commercial user. | would like to see the new west bouys added to the south; rather than
around the point. | am in favor of upgraded housing for staff.

Only gives access to those with boats, which would increase access to the wealthy and
decrease access to the average citizen. Prefer option 1 over 2.

| appreciate the pros and cons, and this would be my preference. | REALLY HOPE at least
REINSTALLING the previous buoys on the west side is possible. It's been a big loss to not
have the 7, especially as the current placeholders create hazards so you can't anchor near
them.

Love marina

Why not offer something like a thrice daily foot ferry from southworth or bremerton to Blake
Island? Forego the stupid for-profit concessionaires! Not offering it direct from Seattle would
bring traffic to kitsap peninsula and possibly reduce volume of visitors to those who really want
to go, and appreciate the island. Also, it's dumb to let an already built structure go to waste.
Surely some use can be found for the "village" even if there's no profit involved.

ada not practical

1. Hopefully the re-sized Commercial Dock will still support youth group dropoff from nonprofit
larger boats such as the Sea Scouts SS Propeller. 2. Please provide nesting accomodation for
the swallows that nest in/around the old Tillicum buildings (and also within the picnic shelters.).
3. If the newly configured Marina has reservations, please provide the Ranger,Staff (and
marina volunteer hosts) the supports needed to broker disputes and to handle reservation
agility during times of bad weather when visitors can't safely leave, or can't safely arrive.
Thank you.

But | would like to keep the Tillicum Village/ Indigenous experience.
costly

Upgrade what's already there and lovable about the island, opening it up to more of the public,
without overdeveloping. Less negative impact. The vessel transporting non-boaters doesn’t
have to be any larger than a foot ferry, potentially smaller. It could also come from somewhere
closer than downtown Seattle, like Southworth (accessible from downtown by the Fastferry).

You should find a way to keep the Longhouse
| really liked the way the island was the last 5 years

This may be the most viable alternative, as it reflects the current use of the park while
modernizing it.

Do not include public commercial transportation to keep the rustic feel of the island and avoid
overcrowding. No public transportation keeps it special.

from a cost stand point i'm not sure why a permanent staff is needed since online registrations
are common. it would seem that a pair of rangers 3 days a week could review and clean
amenities and verify accomodations. possibly a few strategic phone stations would allow for
emergency's

Why 5 park staff
We love Tillicum Village and the salmon dinners and shows

If the expense of a marina allows for all-person usage of the park, great. If the expense results
in easy overnighting by rich boaters, then don't do it.

More slips, but are they too small? What are the details on slip size.
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Define difficult please. How about we proceed now with the portions of this plan we can do and
look for alternative paths/partners to achieve the difficult items.the other
Strong yes to this option
Again | am a boater and visit the island
Marina needs to stay. | hate losing the buildings but | understand that they are unsafe as is.

This is the best alternative because it preserves the rustic nature of this treasure. BUT, the
proposed marina layout is wasteful of dock space by creating many 30 foot slips that will be
filled with much smaller boats and will not fit larger boats. Current double U shaped docks
maximize useable dock space. Update and fix as necessary current docks and save a lot of $
by not creating a new marina layout.

This is my favorite alternative b/c it provides recreational boaters access that is responsible
and lower impact visitation. It will be a great day trip option for many boaters in central puget
sound and offer a range of overnight experiences (mooring or camping). One modification to
consider is to not pursue a commercial dock and focus only on recreational access. Only
worth pursuing if that would significantly impact cost.

The Tillicum Village buildings should stay
Why on earth would housing for five (!) park aides be needed? Why not just one or two?
the slight expansion of the marina will allow better access

This is the right way. It is a state park for all of Washinton. it needs to be available to
everyone.

As a boater | like the improved marina, but understand that it doesn't make sense financially.

Poorly design marina. Drop off location makes no sense. Not enough room for maneuvering of
vessels. The slip size is not mentioned, but it appears that this would mostly accommodate
small boats.

poor marina design. Currents during tide shifts will cause many collisions at the closed end of
marina. Drop off location should be at entrance. Current marina is working fine with no need to
change.

do not privatize or commercialize it
We need a marina and buoys and afford dredging -have a mix

4****

Up grade the marina to better serve all. It protects the environment better. It's that simple.
Thank you

add a cocktail bar at the marina. that was the best part of the village.

Renovating the marina does not make sense compared woth replacement. Demolishing
Tillicum Village buildings will eliminate the opportunity for Washingtonians to visit and learn
about significance of Indigenous People's culture and ties to Blake Island

Much better alternative to the first one.

This is worse than the current state. We should rebuild.
Could work for Scouts and other organizations
Provides ADA access

| have visited Blake Island many times over the last 50 years and almost every visit | have
witnessed the wonderful teaching opportunities the park provides for the scouting communities
and family learning. The ability for smaller boats use the park is critical for affordable boating.

The marina is great, but the new concession building isn't needed. Takes away from the
rusticness.

Keep the marina
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It's a marine park, so the marina and buoys are the biggest draw to engage with the natural
beauty of Blake, no concessions beyond some basics for campers, the natural environment is
the draw, not commercial entertainment.

| have camped on Blake during the Salish 100. Bad weather came in and the marina was a
lifesaver! | think a rustic approach is good, with a few amenities like toilets, showers, hiking
trails. It is awesome to have a beautiful, natural marine park near a large urban area.

This feels like a good compromise, allowing some people to visit while still protecting the
nature by not over exploiting it. One alternative could be a smaller marina and more buoys. It
would be great if school trips can happen to the island to educate people about nature so they
want to take care of the natural environment.

| would like to here the Sugamish Tribe's feelings...
Provides continued acces for people wit boats and some commercial

This favors larger boat owners, and | don't agree with it. Keep state parks close to nature and
let the glampers go elsewhere.

| like the idea of more mooring buoys. Not sure commercial access is a value add for the
island. Perhaps a ferry like the west seattle water taxi makes more sense.

Preferred choice for Blake Island! Hits all the marks. Flexible and achievable. Could be phased
(ie public concessions).

We've visited Blake Island by sailboat and really enjoyed the natural setting so close to the
city
Without the village | don’t think boaters and campers alone will bring in the revenue needed

I like it, but I still like the idea of telecom Village because a lot of people like to go visit for a
ferry ride and a bicycle visit from Seattle

Sounds like more research is required to determine if there is demand for commercial access.

| get that it will be hard to permit. And the cost of dredging will be expensive, but | think you
have 80% of a functional marina. | think you could even reduce the number of slips to reduce
capital costs. Right now, the slips are mostly side tie, so | would just have two piers that are
side tie and call it a day. Adding all those slips adds a lot to the cost for no massive benefit in
my opinion

Like I said, before love going there, and camping, provide save mortgage for the boats and
access on the shore for disability and limited mobility people

Unlikely to be feasible
Could Marina upgrade get private funding raising from boat enthusiasts

I like not developing the island further, so this seems like a good compromise if #1 doesn't
prevail

| like the ADA accessibility, and the concessions seem to be financially unrealistic. Any
improvements to the marina are welcome, as it is currently tiny and unreliable for private boats
to get a slip. | would propose that there is a slip reservation system online.

I am a a boater, and | bring family to the island frequently. This is the perfect plan. Keep it
basically like it is now, just cleaned up and renovated. There's no need for concessions and
restaurants, this should be a rustic retreat not a commercial one.

remove power to the dock, keep the marina simple but accessible keep mooring balls and
campsites

It would create a unique rustic marine experience close to seattle. Very unique and beautiful.

Best access through the marina means no additional bouys needed! Look at the island at
Nanaimo for concessions ideas, bike rental, paddle boarding, kayaking, ice cream, cafe,
wedding/event space. The state looking to add mosquitoe fleet passenger services may
increase the opportunity for public transportation to the island!

Wondering if there's no concessionaire to what extent dredging is needed an perhaps more
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modest marina improvements undertaken.
allows boaters to still come to island without having to anchor.

| am strongly in favor of alternatives that allow a more natural and rustic experience. It is an
island park, after all. It doesn't need to be Disneyland

This is a very good alternative!
Seems more boat focused
This is a little better but demolishing the village would be sad.

We are in a budget crunch. There has been no money for the marina in the past. Funding it
would take away from more impactful projects. | do like keeping Blake island natural, less
developed.

Don' like the idea of a commercial operation
It is far better than #1. It gets pretty rough when staying on buoys. Don't need 5 new ones.

Again, it's hard enough as it is to get to and enjoy Blake Island. This plan does not improve
upon the current situation.

a reasonable compromise option/realistic regarding needed funding

Rather than a complete rebuild of the marina, is targeted repair, and closure to larger-draft
vessels an option? Predesign report does not seem to address how long the marina has until it
becomes unusable and what the limiting factor (dredging, rotting timber, etc) is.

Seems too costly and continues overall degradation of the island
Not viable and doesn't offer enough protection for this little is;land gem.
Suboptimal and requires continuous investment

Many stated factors make this expensive, commercially unviable, and subject to likely
roadblocks to completion such as permitting and escalating construction costs.

I look at Blake Island from my home and miss all the years we were boaters and loved our
time on the island. | hope when my children become boaters they will be able to enjoy the
island like they did when they were kids.

Much prefer Alt 1
This makes the island accessible to me.

This must be considered. We must keep the breakwater and marina. It's how 90 percent of the
people enjoy the island.

| like this as it keeps Blake Island like it is currently but fixes the things that are broken or
worn out.

Don't demolish the long house and | don't believe State Parks will have any problems with
permits for buoys or marina improvements

Provides plan for future access to park and natural areas. Yes, support this idea.
Love that it is ADA but is a concession needed? Keep it simple.
Best middle ground option

| have camped on and visited Blake Island since before it was a State Park. A rustic retreat
this close to population centers is very valuable to the citizens of Washington State.

If bouys are better for the marine environment than anchors or beaching then the jurisdiction
having authority should permit bouys.

At a time of tight state budgets, should we be spending millions to create a semi-developed
park that may appeal to only a small sector of the public? Also, please see my prior comments
about the irreversibility of development on the island.

Mostly natural, but allows citizens to visit
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No marina! Expense.

this would be costly without adding many visits to the park.

I think it's not sustainable because the tour ship (Tilicum, Argosy) clientele won’t come
Lack of concession may not justify marina investment for low barrier visits

Seems like more people could have access

Concessions help business and public and leaves a large portion of island still wild for those
who venture

Most likely to get funded, serves the most people who have loved the island for decades
Better than 1.

If boaters are the primary benefited from this scenario, perhaps a $300 fee per night charge
would help offset the investment in the marina. Still do not see the need for a store

Please provide access to this park for people that don’t own boats.

this option still preserves the natural state of the Island while allowing boating access. I'd
minimize the marina unless commercial money is included.

Right size the marina and utilities so people can use the island without leaving trash and
human waste everywhere!

This proposal allows for personal use with out having commercial use and over populating the
island

This would provide proper use without being a tourist trap

Without a usable Marina, public access to Blake Island is difficult, nearly impossible in some
weather conditions

I love It! When | select, | love it all of the other options are starred too. | only want option five,
LOVE IT.

Nice to have an upgraded Marina, but usage seems likely to be LOW

Please keep Blake Island the way | loved it when | was on it in 1957-1960.

Please consult with the tribes on their preference. As a non-Native, | defer to them!
This will never get through shoreline permitting

Better than option 1, but | don't like the demolition of the buildings

Could you do this option without the commercial public transportation piece? Basically just
have the marina open as a state park that people would come and pay for that as individual
individuals?

The previous model of the longhouse salmon dinners and cultural show still resonates in me
from visits as a teen in the late 70s-early 80s and should be part of the masterclass once
again, though | do appreciate the more rustic approach from a wonderful stop (1st in decades)
this last summer, using the marina on the outset of a week-long southbound sail and west
bouys on the return to Camano. This island is truly a gem

Alternate 2 is the best option. The buildings on Blake Island have been closed for many years
now and | don't see sufficient demand for any concessionnaire to be able to afford to run an
operation on the island. A similar situation of a marina in need of maintenance exists in the
south sound, at Lakebay Marina. The Recreational Boaters Association of Washington
(RBAW), an organization dedicated to and supported by recreational boaters, purchased
Lakebay Marina to improve it and bring its facilities up to required standards. In other words,
the people that use the marina the most help pay for the upgrades.

This plan has big cost and little benefit.
Best use for this marine park. Access by boaters is the primary attraction.

Also a realistic alternative. Again, regarding funding and continued maintenance. We had a
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runabout as a kid and visited many times. After age 18 | was out on my own, never to visit
Blake again. I'm 60 now, have lived in Seattle my whole life and will never get back to Blake.
The governing body must take care to understand only a limited number of people will have
time, a boat. And the money it takes to visit Blake Island.

This seems like a great step to get to the full option
Better than #1
Probably the closest realistic option ($ wise & uber goal wise).

This looks good, but can we keep the Argosy-type dock for accessibility and not invest in the
whole private boat marina?

Again only a small portion of people will have access
As stated, it may not be worth it. There may not be the population who would use it.
this alternative creats favortism to the boating class

Putting cost aside (a problem, | know), this seems like a great alternative and most closely
matches how our family as enjoyed Bl in the past.

We have plenty of hardscape in our parks. This is a Marine park and and an ancestral site for
the Squamish tribe. The Idlands ecosystem needs to remain intact. Tillicum village has a very
small footprint no additional hardscape should be added to the island or the waterfront

Not bad. Still, we don’t have a boat to reach the island.

This option maintains the natural conditions of the island, protects wildlife, and provides a
retreat for recreational boaters and those arriving on a commercial vessel.

It seems like there has to be private funding out there for this project. 30 million is a rounding
error for the Melinda Gates Foundation.

Keep the island natural.

Why can't | select this as my “5 Stars: Love it"? All the star get selected. Is this now off the
table? This is the best option.

Still restrictive to those not in boat community.
Still limits access to only boaters who are less than 50% of the population
It's a state park. This captures the best of it.

Don't like demo of current longhouse and that it only really encourages rich visitors that own
boats (versus out os state travelers and/or children and/or educational trips)

| like the island without a concessionaire

Save a portion of Tillicum Village as a meeting place

It's perfect!

This is the most cost effective option while preserving the park for the future.
No need. Plenty of marina accessible parks in the Puget Sound region.

I'll probably repeat this later but in redesigning the marina, you're effectively removing access
to larger watercraft. The existing marina layout offers access to any, reasonably sized boat.
And with regard to marina "income”, larger craft can visit this Park year-round whereas smaller
vessels focus on the warmer season.

Let the tribes decide.

There are no amenties currently and in the summer there are plenty of visitors. If not allowed
to return to nature, this is the best alternative

It is a state park and this alternative preserves the rustic beauty but still improves use

| like that there is the ability to have commercial access - a private water taxi may be feasible
for getting campers to the island. And leaving the marina is important as boaters are primary
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users.
Keep the island accessible, but natural too.

This is the best option for allowing access to the island, while maintaining its natural beauty
Maintain Cascade Marine Trail camp site for human-powered vessels such as kayaks.

I would have strong moral opposition to any alternative that involves destruction of the
culturally important longhouse.

Unlikely to find a concessionaire. Consider the marina only for small craft/dingys. Moir mooring
buoys in west side. North and east have undesirable sea conditions.

Sounds fun, but have concerns about sustainability.

Ok. At most, do this please. We want Blake wild. No other island so close to a major city is
like this.

want public access without being a boater

It would be a real shame to lose the marina. It keeps a lot of boats from dropping their
anchors. ADA access is much easier from a marina than a boat out in the water. Buoys really
are a boating boon, and honestly good for the environment.

Removing the village would eliminate a main draw to the island.

Again, public access is key, and it has to be available & affordable to the population. |
understand there are financial and environmental concerns with maintaining the marina, but i
feel Blake Island is a necessary retreat for people living in the nearby cities.

This feels like the right compromise between Alternatives 1 and 3-4. Allowing the island to
return to a more natural state is good because nowadays 'nature' is hard to find. But renovating
the marine does allow for more visitors and that's good too. Perhaps boater traffic can be
limited by offering reservations, and putting out a limited number of buoys and not allowing
anchoring. | do think the Suguamish should have a say in whatever approach is taken given
the historic significance of the island.

This brings up the good point of more access for people without access to a boat. My
understanding is that the Argosy currently gets chartered to bring groups of schoolchildren to
the island for campouts, and that people who grew up going to these really treasure the
experience. If there were a way to keep this, that would be great. | say raise the hell out of the
moorage fees for anyone coming in a powered private pleasure craft.

I love the idea of keeping things rustic, but preserving boating access via the marina. A park
that few if any can visit doesn't benefit residents.

the picnic shelters help when the wind is blowing over 30 knots, usually one of those is better
shelter depending on the wind direction.

Would love love love this option!

It would be great to retain the marina and access for motor and sailing boats to the island. Are
there not nature conscious charities such as the Gates Foundation or MacKenzie Scott and
her Giving Pledge who can come up with $30 million to dredge the marina and improve the
island facilities? $30 million to them is like the price of an ice cream cone to the rest of us.

Perfect!

5 stars: love it

I very much want to see Blake Island kept undeveloped

maybe this plan with a reduced marina is best? a big marina is a no-no.

this is better than #1 since it allows access for non-boaters

4

Given proximity to population centers does not seem best use or sufficiently accessible

Don' like the need to re-dredge and its environmental and wildlife/sealife impact on that area,
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and the unknown commercial possibilities make the cost not worth it

The marina and shore facilities protect the environment by allowing responsible recreation. As
a sailor we meet USCG and international waste discharge laws with holding tanks etc. but
those who arrive to camp, hike, day use, | assume are vast majority of recreators will need
facilities. With out bouys or a marina, anchoring and shore access will do further damage to
any restoration/conservation efforts of seabed establishment.

More natural. Better access.

This is a good option only if no concessionaire can be found. The more people who come, the
more people will care about the island.

| paddle to Blake Island to escape people and city life. To enjoy nature. A concession and
commercial transport is counter.

We need a gathering place. Perhaps charters or reduced regular trips (Argosy?) to 1 every
three days

This plan makes a lot of sense. It deals with the reality of underdeveloped space in a
metropolis.

This is a good middle ground environmentally. If you keep the marina, you don’t need to add
bouys on the west side. That area has been crowded with cargo ship anchoring and has
become less desirable for a natural experience.

Having a marina allows better public use w/o having to drop anchors. Why the park employee
housing- expensive!

There comes a time, we humans need to return some areas back to nature.

To upgrade the facilities and make the island more accessible would be great and appreciated.
Also available to more people. This island is a gem for people to visit. A concession area
would be great too.

This is the best and maybe should be the only alternative. Blake Island is a premier
experience for the robust boating community.

| don't want an marina; upkeep is too expensive and it will bring more riffraff to the island. if
this alternative is the chosen one, then consider a welcome reader board rather than a building.
Other parks use these successfully. There isn't an office for park officials, no need for one
now. Yurt for staff housing...use existing utilities to plumb for any buildings. Don't make this so
darn complicated. Its fine the way it is.

Maintain the marina for smaller boats otherwise keep things rather rustic.

Restores access without adding much to maintenance cost.

More bouys would be great but the marina experience is not needed on Blake island
Sell it to the Suquamish Tribe and they can develop it as they want.

no commercial transport

Retains the current ambiance.

Give it back to the Indigenous peoples

Natural beach habitats are a limited resource in Puget Sound. Marinas are a substantial source
of pollution in our shared aquatic environment. WA St. Parks should not invest in uncertain
usage by a private company that also has environmentally damaging consequences. Beach-
landing vessels can access the island for non-boaters. | support accessibility to the island, but
not at significant financial and environmental costs.

This alternate allows small boaters to access the island since the marina will be redeveloped.

This alternative thoughtfully balances access and nature (restoration/conservation). It offers
the opportunity for visitors to experience a quiet and beautiful Puget Sound setting, away from
the busy city (with a view to that city to clearly juxtapose the peaceful surroundings).

Would allow smaller boats to access, vs buoy of bigger boat and secondary boat to shore.
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Too commercial. Keep it simple and natural.

Would like some kind of cheap transport to get to the island

Too expensive

Should be managed for kayaks and non-motorized boats

Why demolish Tilicum Village???

A smaller audience sounds perfect for an area that will be healing towards its natural state.
It is worth trying to accomplish Alternative 2 "Rustic Retreat"

While this option is not as bad as 3 and 4, | still give it a 1 star rating as it spends millions
unnecessarily on restoring the marina which in the future will need additional millions upon
millions to be maintained. | understand the fear that no marina may lead to increased beach
landing, visitor created trails, and more frequent black water dumps from boats, but we should
not make our decisions only to try to prevent the worst, but more importantly, to try and
achieve the best. Out park employees can still enforce the rules and cite those who do not
follow them. Blake Island on the other hand, has this one chance to clear the decks from the
gawdy commercialism of the past and to step forward with a plan for a greatly reduced footprint
of construction. Let's remove as much of the artificial embellishments and save as much of
the natural beauty of the island as possible. Let's give back the island to her natural
inhabitants and make every attempt to disturb as little as possible when we do plan for our own
use of the island.

This is essentially the "do nothing" approach and | believe it is one of the worst choices. |
believe we should be protecting Blake Island's beauty, but also inviting people to experience it.
Demolishing Tillicum village would be a shame as it could be used for events and gatherings in
the future.

cost vs benefit of this plan make it less desirable

This alternative best balances the needs of recreational users with protection of natural
resources.

This is the best of the 4 alternatives. Would be better if more buoys were installed.

Keeps access easy, while minimizing investment.

This plan still removes most people's access, if they don't own a boat.

Allows more people to experience the park without commercialization

This us a give away to a private cruise company. If you did this it should be paid fir by Argosy.
I like this option much more than the option of removing the marina.

Keeping the marina useable and expanding moorage is appreciated

This money should be used to maintain other parks

This alternative could be funded in phases, and keeps the door open for a marine concession,
while also allowing the old Tillicum site to be removed.

Could this option include a very small concession, like a coffee shop. Addresses the "limited
activities" issue to a degree.

Having large concession services (Alternatives 3 & 4) is incompatible with a rustic natural
resource like Blakely Island, in such close proximity to a large urban population. Different
parks serve different people. For example, we are tent campers who never want to camp in a
large RV site with large near-residential-size set-ups like a subdivision. There are many of us
who want to "get away." This park is uniquely positioned to be a retreat from its adjacent large
urban area. There are existing boat operators who would welcome the chance to do individual
chartering to go out there. For example, a birdwatching group could rent a small charter to drop
off and pick up for a day on the island trails, with a priority of birding. Modest cost for those
interested in this type of activity. If a place is too easy to get too, the users generate (usually)
large amounts of garbage and litter, they take more than they need, and the leave stuff which
becomes a problem for parks to manage and staff. Every opportunity to enjoy our parks, our
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very diverse parks, doesn't have to be part of someone's "business model." Our State Parks
are not run on a "business model."

Blake Island is unique because it is a park for boaters. It is part of the unique boating culture
of the Pacific Northwest, and | think it is worth maintaining if possible.

If the marina redesign is the hardest, i think this should be the focus. the additional buildings
for staffers should be a necessity and not an option

While | don't like the idea of demolishing Tillicum Village -- though touristy, it is a unique
experience that centers Native history and culture -- this option seems the most practical and
balanced approach to offering access to natural spaces while minimizing impact.

3

The only difference from option 1 is keeping the marina. Retaining it creates multiple
environmental problems and will be a major permitting headache with the Department of
Ecology and Army Corps of Engineers; that takes money and a long shedule even if the
permits are approved. With a marina comes noise from boats and their partying crews. Don't
be so focused on commercial vessels. History has already shown that operational viability is
tenuous.

Worst of both worlds. Expensive and less upside.
No cost estimate? It must be high!

We are a marine focused area and always have been we should connect ppl to the water and
nature both

the Tilicum Village thing is important. if not being forwarded why allow people there st all?
option one makes more sense.

This seems like a good middle ground where investments and balanced and still shows
progress for this important park.

Drop the boys from the plan if you do this. As you indicated, with no draw other than nature,
probably only those with boats will come. Keeping usage at current level is only 15 per day?
Not enough!

this is my favorite option, keeping it simple and natural maintains the option of a future
development while keeping the park largely a natural retreat.

Works now
Would prefer to do just enough work to make the marina viable

This option can allow multiple concessionaires to provide transportation to the park, with or
without additional services such as guided walks and tours.

If Argosy or other commercial company decides to offer rides to Blake Island, it offers
equitable access. My one & only camping experience was because Argosy allowed
passengers to camp, and not just those going to the cultural center. It was amazing.

| think this is the ideal plan if cost saving is a must.

This alternative is costly, and it disproportionately benefits people who own yachts, especially
if no regular commercial transportation is established.

Again the longhouse should be saved, maybe repurposed by the tribes after the island is
returned to them.

Dislike the dredging portion but okay with the rest. | really hope you're taking into account what
local tribes (original stewards) would hope for this island.

| prefer the back to nature option, but this is one is better than the additional human imprint
done by the other two. | prefer back to nature over rustic retreat because all the $ this would
require will mostly benefit folks who own boats...the 1%.

The only commercial venture should be tribal. | defer to their wishes. Let’s not exploit one of
the only untouched islands in south Puget Sound.

Needs more public amenities if it's going to be a public park.
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This is the cost conscious option that provides maximum diversity of users
Expensive, no benefit
At least people can access the park

This seems to dilute the benefits of alternative 1 while investing money in infrastructure that
isn’t likely to get much use. I'd only support this if the tribes were to endorse it and/or be the
primary financial beneficiaries of any commercial enterprises (which | realize is unlikely)

Keep the longhouse!
Explain the park store operations plan - particularly if there is no developed dock/access plan.

Not a boater but would like to take a commercial boat if available. Will see Sucia Island via
Puget Sound Express ....maybe a model?

| like most of this proposal. However, | am opposed to creating a space for large commercial
boats to disembark. | would rather see a foot ferry that could easily dock at the improved
marina.

If this is the status quo alternative | support it. Lots of ppl use and love this park
Boating access is key
It only allows access to the top 10-15% who own boats. Elitist.

This would be my preferred alternative if there were the money, but $30 million it sooooo much
money.

Fits well with my previous use of this island.

This is still very limited use. It should be enjoyed by more people (i.e. those that don't own a
boat).

Buoys are important to keep people from anchoring, but the locations of the buoys are pretty
unprotected, unfortunately.

access by primary mode of transport to the park is essential

| appreciate the idea, but it sounds like a costly option to serve only a relatively number of
users.

It would be difficult to keep a concessionaire because of limited customers.

Blake Island is the perfect retreat when city life becomes to much. It is a little island of
paradise out on the water. | love this idea but anything but the first idea is a good idea in my
opinion.

Kind of stupid to build ADA land features when the marine access is not ADA compliant.

| would favor a combination of 1 & 2. Don’t dredge the harbor to allow such large commercial
vessels. Maybe just smaller ships. If people want lots of services, they shoul

Largely how my family uses the park today. Buildings are an eyesore.
| think this strikes a good balance

feels like too much construction and such

Would really prefer $ spent on WSF ferries than marinas used by few
This keeps more options open for visitor access.

Feels like a half-assed path to an ultimately unsustainable model.

We absolutely love camping at Blake island with our kids! Please keep it as is and maintain
the marina!

Without the Tillucum village or other buildings it will be hard to draw a private company for
transport to the island, and it is fun to walk on and camp - more people should be able to do
this
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Good plan that strikes right balance

Yes to improving marina. Absolutely yes to adding commercial transportation to non-boaters.
BIG no to demolishing Tilicum Village structures. Why eliminate a draw for commercial
passenger visitation at the same time as adding it? Could be Tilicum Village again. Or a
museum. An experience? A restaurant? All of these!?

it is essential to provide floating docks due to large tidal swing
Accessible for boaters.
Why do you keep trying to erase the original inhabitants that were native to the island?

As a boater, | generally like this option. | think some sort of working concession would be nice,
but I can see this balance in favor of lower impact on the site. The only real negative is that it
leaves no viable option for most non-boaters to reach their park.

Keep the number of visitors low, but give those visitors the right sized facilities
5

As a two time visitor (with a private tour boat), | prefer the more rustic, wildlife friendly option.
Seattle is already being paved over everywhere. Let's keep some wild.

Consider removing the private boating option and only having commercial access? Keep it
purposely rustic. If you want to come here: it's for the land and the LACK of amenities.
Keep/add the accessible portions though!

Seems like a large cost for not much gain.. while a marina would be nice I'm not wild about
more traffic to the island

Are the village buildings beyond repair? As a teacher | see this island as a natural, amazing
spot for educational purposes. Having a lodge could be used to house educational resources,
retreats, and camps.

I think it would be too expensive to update the marina for a commercial vessel.

This provides access for a more diverse population to experience this wonderful natural
setting.

Preserving the harbor and facilities is very important.
Include bull kelp planting project in proposal.
Love it

it's ok, not sure there is a need for a commercial ferry to the island and is not the island
enough of a draw, no need to make it an amusement park

Access to the island is awesome
Buoys not critical to the plan. Concessionaire success not required, can be seasonal
Keeps the current state which is lovely.

Blake Island is a gem we have enjoyed and gone to in our boat for 40 years and camped on
the island in our tent. We like it just the way it is now.

The Island has been quite enjoyable over the past 5 years and seems like a good balance of
accessibility and maintaining natural beauty.

Couldn’t we do this without the commercial ship option? Assuming that's a big piece of the
marina cost?

Don't love the commercial access being maintained!

The concessions facility is too valuable to demolish, and the lost of educational and
entertainment opportunity is not acceptable.

Boat folk have already have plenty of exclusive places

| vote for preserving nature as much as possible but am in favor of easy access for day-visits.
Why not start a ferry service similar to what exists for Jetty Island in Everett?
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Nice to have a more primitive park near Seattle. There are plenty of busy, activity heavy
recreation sites on the mainland, keep this one a way to see more nature close to town.

Increases availability without loosing what the Island currently is like

V unclear why a concessionaire is needed as part of this equation. Why can't the state provide
the service at cost, rather than some private company extracting a profit.

Does it have to be so ADA compliant? Very expensive for very few. | usually like ADA but it
can’'t be everywhere.

This and option 1 are the only two environmentally ethical solutions.

| think it's important that there is access for people without private water craft somehow...
Access to the outdoors should not be gate kept by how wealthy you are. If state Park vessels
are going over to drop.off supplies and state park employees anyway there could be a lottery
for campers without boat access to 'carpool’ with State Park vessels.

Keeping the marina is important and I've never really liked the Tillicum village
Do not destroy the tillicum village buildings.

Preserves its natural setting while creating a use base stewardship that will defend its beauty
for generations.

Owning a $100000 boat shouldn't be a requirement to access a state park
Seems like a decent proposal in my opinion

While | like the marina option, there are too many negatives impacts to the land and no real
value added.

Extra boat mooring and an on-site store will bring much needed revenue

| like this alternative since it mostly maintains the current atmosphere and prioritizes the
environment while also maintaining boating access.

Why destroy the Tillicum buildings?

What exists should be preserved. The marina provides more accessability without creating
another tourist hub that drowns any sense of beimg close to and surrounded by nature. Blake
does not need more intrusive developement.

Keep a little moorage/marina for safety And reduce infrastructure costs. It seems like the best
of both worlds.

This accomplishes both preservation and access. The right balance.

I never used tillikum resources

Need to keep Tillicum Village

Best option.

| appreciate the ability to access the Island while keeping it somewhat rustic for visitors

Maintaining the marina is necessary as it's location is a perfect retreat closest to the Seattle
area as well as the perfect stopover for boaters on their way from South Sound to the north or
vice versa. If the park department can't obtain permits for 5 additional buoys on the west side
of the island, then scrap that idea, but definitely keep all the existing buoys. Also, why would
you need 5 staff members to maintain a few outbuildings and pay stations? Keep it simpler to
reduce the cost to maintain the marina and camping areas and this option would be the best.

The marina is so special!

Like keeping moorage options. Could just keep as is

This options seems like the right balance of cost, access, and amenities.
It is important to give people who don't own boats access to the park.

While | don't like the idea of demolishing Tillicum Village, I'd rather see the marina invested in.
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Other than lacking educational facilities for school, this is a great option that preserves access
while lowering cost and allowing the island to keep it's natural beauty. The issue with Blake
Island is it's accessibility, and that's not going to be changing. Considering how developed the
Puget Sound is already, maybe a small patch of undeveloped land is more valuable to our
state as an ecological refuge than as a destination

Do NOT demolish the Native Long House, destroying history of local tribes!!

My 2nd favorite option as a kayaker.

Why demolish the Tillicum Village? Should become a Native American heritage education site.
This only allows rich people with means to enjoy the park

| think this is the bare minimum that should be done

Again, why remove the Tillicum buildings?

Seems less financially feasible but retains what we most appreciate about the park.
If previous concessionaire failed, what makes you think another wouldn't?

Keep the marina! | really like the commercial access option too

Same as first option.

What do the indigenous people think? We could just give them their land back...
This is the way .

Prioritize animal habitat and needs. As we lose more wild land, we need to save some places
for wildlife to live undisturbed by humans.

Cost

Maintain the mooring balls that you have! Keep the Tillikum village building. It has a rich
history.

| am supportive of this alternative as it balances the current access to the island with
consideration for sustainable stewardship of Blake Island.

This seems to be the most sensible alternative, providing protection of wildlife, campsites,
extra mooring bouys, and improved docking for both incoming boaters and commercial ferries.

Bring something back to Tillicum Village to generate income. Bring tourist boats over and offer
a buffet of salmon cooked over that fire. Forget the Indian show. Make it a very special place
for tourists and locals alike where the food and the place is a draw!

It would be great to have better gathering spaces for boaters, scouting, and kayakers etc.
In favor of any proposal that provided for a continued marina.

can there be a less expensive option for the marina? an upgrade or repair, without dredging and
re-design. while the new design would be awesome, maybe need a middle ground to enable
Parks to keep the marina (rather than abandoning it due to loss of funds)

| do not like the commercial dock aspect

Why not leave the marina in place. Destroying Tillicum Village should not be done. It could be
housing for campers or even a resort.

Demolishing the tilicum village building seems extreme... The cultural and artistic value of the
murals and surrounding totem poles should be preserved somehow.

| don't think the marina is necessary if you can add additional mooring balls. | don't think the
island needs to have a concessionaire; perhaps a smaller boat service could arrange
something that uses a dinghy dock for access.

Looks very good.
Additional buoys not a necessity

Tillicum village is disused and costly to sustain.
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This is a welcome option
How does the average person get there to enjoy It? They can't

We may need the marina, even degraded, at some point. Don't take out infrastructure. Small
commercial transport to bring non-boaters to the island addresses equity

| think Blake should be run in cooperation if not turned over to Kitsap County. It probably gets
lost in the bigger scope of the State, and there may be more important investments to make
elsewhere in the marine park system.

The totem polls and art from Tillicum Village should be salvaged
We need this island accessible and available for all. It's our island.
Still would be sad to not have the tillacum village program

While not the best option for long-term future of the Blake Island and region, this option does
satisfy the requirement to maintain the same access to boaters. As a reminder Blake Island
State Park is and has been titled ad Marine Park. So this option while not advancing the park
to a better level, does maintain the minimum requirement to keep the Marine Park designation.

| am glad to see boating options
| prefer alternative 2 over 1 however | still am not in favor of demolishing the buildings.

I don’'t understand why the marina needs to be dredge. | don't think there will be much
commercial traffic that requires a deep draft for a rustic retreat. for a rustic

| really enjoyed Tillicum village as a kid and camping on Blake Island. Not having a seaworthy
boat, it would be difficult for me to get there without commercial options.

Seattle is surrounded by very rustic, undeveloped areas. Blake island is so close to the city, it
should be optimized for accessibility and maximum use. Proximity to Seattle is rare. Rustic or
undeveloped islands are common.

It's a shame to destroy the buildings. We spend a lot of the demolition and loose the value in
those buildings. A lose-lose.

Nature spots make people more connected and at peace

It keeps the marina in place, making the island accessible with minimal impact to the
environment.

Best alternative for these times. Use themoney that would be us fighting in court to be able to
do nothing in option one, and use that to fund the marina.

Might be good to target groups to visit, rather than just individuals.

| think this is the idea choice. Remove Tillicum Village and most commercial boating and let it
be a natural retreat for Seattle boaters. Please keep the marina!

Love still being able to use the park without being on a “tour”
Great for public access without too much commercial focus!
Making the marina better will bring more people

Only improvement here is maintaining the marina.

5 Stars would be if boaters can reserve a spot on the dock instead of the ‘first come, first
serve’ model

Concessions would be huge
Maintains the parks rustic charm. Misses an opportunity to add amenities

It is important to continue to have commercial access, planning for future use is important.
Covid restrictions are what affected the precocious commercial operator, there is potential for
another commercial operator to offer services to this park so the public without their own boat
can have opportunity to enjoy this jewel in the state parks system

Don't want to lose Tillicum Village (seems a shame to demolish), however boater usage
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continues to be high with Tillicum Village closed the past few years.
This would be my second choice.
Replace missing buoys!

Why demolish the Tillicum buildings? These could be repurposed and rented for private events
and/or largely or partially converted to rentable air bnb type lodging.

Would prefer 5 additional boat spaces out in open water along with the proposed marina.
This is the best proposal.

Many more non-boaters would come if the island’s beauty and isolation were promoted
4

Don't need the concessionaire.

Further advances the less-developed feeling critical in an increasingly congested urban
environment.

2 the marina is just too expensive to upkeep.

Broadly speaking, | like the notion of embracing the rustic nature of the island, but demolishing
the Tillicum Village buildings seems wasteful. That said, | thoroughly support maintaining and
improving maritime infrastructure, both in the marina and possible additional buoys.

This feels like a rebuild of the existing. A lot of people who know the area will appreciate this
and support it. Funding is always challenging when you're essentially doing ‘'maintenance.’ That
said, there are material benefits and this creates long term sustainability for the park.

if 1 have to pick one option here, this is it , but | would like to see TILLIcum village saved
some how besides a huge hotel gig!

Tillicum village buildings are a part of the history and memory for many people of that island
Staff housing for 5 park aides seems overkill
All the scale stars light up when | try to select #5 "Love it" Pleas fund and keep the park.

This seems like a reasonable balance of preserving the natural environment and enabling
access.

This reflects what the island currently is, more or less, and we love it
Best option...keeping it similar to what we currently have

This is similar to how it is now...and many enjoy it like this.

Much better than alternative 1.

At the very least, we should have this for all to enjoy.

| think something between #2 & #3. Keep it mellow. Have a camp store with just really low-key
healthy stuff and supplies for camping or whatever activities are allowed. Maybe several rental
rustic cabins. Operated by parks. Because whenever a concessionaire comes in it becomes...
pardon me, but shitty. You lose the character of a place and it's either cheap and gross or
expensive and precious. Go supported but natural and wholesome.

Reasonable balance of natural reclamation while maintaining the unique public amenity the
island provides.

Boating to Blake island is one of the greatest experiences that in the area.

| am a boater and feel that the boating public greatly benefits from having boating facilities on
the island.

Keeping natural is good but don't think we should spend money on just making it basically
more accessible for rich people with motorized boats

Retains island access via the marina, most cost effective of the alternatives.
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| don't like that Tillicum village, a Native American heritage center, is being demolished.
Instead, the space should be reactivated

This is the least undesirable of the proposals from my perspective. The lack of any attention to
the west side campgrounds is also disappointing.

This keeps the park experience consistant with current experiences and adds ADA and staff
upgrades

Just like option 1. No poor people allowed to access the island.
Do not develop the island more than it is it doesn’t need to be making money

The permitting process has been cited as an issue multiple times. Probably be a good idea to
overhaul and streamline that.

Keeping the marina should be the goal. This is the best option. Also, the Goodtime argosy
boats were able to come to the marina, why does it need to be dredged?

| am sad to hear about the Tillicum Village buildings as | have very fond memories of
childhood visits, but understand that there may not be the resources to properly utilize and
maintain them.

The Tillicum Village buildings are worth saving. It is the least we can do.

Currently there is no concessionaire visiting and using the island, but many visitors are happy
to experience the island without improvements.

This is much better than the first option. A commercial outfitter would allow normal people to
visit the island, not just wealthy who own boats. The state could do a better job advertising this
service to ensure it has high usage.

Due to the fact that buoys are difficult to permit this seems to be the best option for boats and
the island itself.

Best of difficult choices
This would be the ideal solution!!!

This is a good option that would allow for more support and use for the island. | don't love the
limit to commercial moorage though - commercial operations such as tours or charters are
more accessible to people with lower income than personal vessels are.

this is the perfect use of the Island - rustic, with boater access.
| like this plan, but what will it cost? | support this proposal.

Tillicum Village is Seattle heritage. | would hate to see it go but without someone to run it, |
understand.

I like the mooring balls and hope they are in addition to the existing balls. | really don't care for
the marina as the entrance is not suitable for a boat such as mine (long keel sailboat)

| am a senior boater and this would be the only way | could continue to access this remarkable
State park.

Great public park which should continue to be accessible.
Why destroy the buildings that entertain so many people

| don't feel the public knew they could take the Tillicum boat and come over to camp. The
marina improvements would increase capacity and access, as would replacing buoys. Simple
rustic activities would be fine.

Preserves use for boaters, good plan!
As a boater to Blake Island for 30 years, we love the rustic feel of the island.

Please keep it pretty rustic. Blake NEEDS to be unique from other more upscale options for
visitors.

| would like to see the tillicum village buildings retained and used again.
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Why not just strongly maintain existing infrastructure? This seems like next best option to that
proposal. | disagree with need for concessions and commercial transportation traffic coming to
the island

| like it, retains boating access, and expanding the marine would be nice but expensive.

It's currently operating in this mode (without a commercial concessionaire) and the park gets
plenty of usage by boater and kayakers.

This allows for many people to enjoy the rustic nature of the island. It would be great if a ferry
service were restored.

The cons posted here for Alt 2 are weak. | would like to see posted somewhere the actual cost
analysis of dredging the marina and making some design changes. That juxtaposed with State
budgets and work creatively to get it done. budgets

| generally support Alternative 2 in concept, particularly upgrading and maintaining the marina
and dredging to preserve safe recreational access, as well as improving ADA accessibility.
However, | do not support adding commercial access. If the stated goal is to limit
environmental and wildlife disturbance, introducing new commercial activity and increased
visitation runs counter to that objective. | do support demolishing the former
concessions/entertainment building. Its past failure shows it was not economically viable, and
rebuilding a commercial structure that is unlikely to succeed does not make sense. A better
approach would be to remove that building and allow for modest expansion of low-impact uses
such as tent camping. This would maintain the marina in its current recreational role, preserve
public access, and minimize disturbance to wildlife while keeping changes small and
appropriate for the island

4
Maintaining the existing Marina is the highest priority.

The point of visiting blake island is the rustic, remote option so close to town. Visitors do not
need concessions or activities, they need piece and quiet and time in the forest and sun. The
only portion of this option that seems undesirable is the destruction of Tillicum Village. It would
be nice to see this facility come back to its hay-day once a ferry is able to reach the island
again.

he rustic options preserve what makes Blake Island extraordinary: a quiet, natural marine park
where visitors can experience Puget Sound without commercialization or overdevelopment.
Maintaining the island’s simple, low-impact facilities protects wildlife habitat, keeps the
shoreline wild, and ensures that future generations can enjoy the same sense of discovery that
has defined Blake Island for decades. Rustic infrastructure is not a step backward—it is a
deliberate choice to safeguard the island’s character, reduce long-term maintenance costs, and
honor Washington’s legacy of accessible, nature-first marine parks. By choosing the rustic
path, State Parks protects both the ecological integrity and the timeless charm that make
Blake Island one of the crown jewels of Puget Sound.

Do not demo buildings! This is a Cultural and recreational space that needs ro be preserved.
This is a good balance. The buoys on west side= great

We like it the way it is and hope a future concessionaire can be found that is similar to the
amount of use there was before. We appreciate the size of the marina and as hosts like that
the marina could fit the maximum number of visiting boats because there are no set sizes for
boats on the dock. Suggestion: contact tribes as possible concessionaires.

Seems like the best option to not lose heavily used infrastructure.

Adding a dock on the west side would be a tremendous benefit for day use and dinghy access.
Along with the dock, adding additional camp sites off the beach in the upper areas would add
capacity for small boat use.

More buoys
Prefer to se all options before voting
Love it!!!

| like having more accessible than option 1. But commercial transport seems unlikely. Is there
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a way to creat a friends of Lakeland nonprofit that could provide transport for people without
boats, i think marketing it differently would alter the number of people interested in visiting.
Workable
What's happening with Tillicum village? Not enough attendance?

ADA accessibility ensures the aging boating population would be able to continue to enjoy
Blake Island

| Agree, without concessions there will be less visitors, which mJe me ask why dredge . The
large size boats won't be required. The park has been enjoyed by many aboard private non
commercial vessels . It doesn't need to change. Improvements can be made for ADA
regardless of which plan is used.

We need to keep the marina at a minimum! This should be the top priority, to ensure people on
all vessels can still visit.

Please promote more boating. This is and has always been the way of life on the Salish Sea.
We need this as stated

Love It

| like the marina still being there but don't think the building should be tourn down
Prefer what you've listed but no commercial traffic

Like it

It's a shame to tear down the Tillicum event center.

Yes on marina, it was nice to visit gift shop and get ice cream previously

balance of keeping nature and having a marina so we can visit this beautiful place
Commercial vessels a concessions? Why?

Better - this such a special resource and sailing destination!

This is the best option by far

I think this is a reasonable compromise, but it has a bigger Impact than Alt. 2 due to dredging
and building a new marina, and maintaining the marina | disagree that people won't come to
island unless some built attraction like Tillicum Village is there. There is nothing like Blake
Island in the Seattle area that is a natural Puget Sound island with public boat access.

| like keeping the marina.

This is better for the sake of the island and the people who use it. What is another tax increase
at this rate right Bob? Plus we all know climate change is inevitable and is used as a scare
tactic.

The Tillicum Village buildings are historic and a vital asset to State Parks. There is so little
cultural programming like this in our state. It needs to be restored to what it once was.

This option seeks to maintain what Blake Island currently offers. | do have concerns with the
plans to upgrade the marina, however. It appears that you will be limiting the amount of
moorage available for boats that are over 45 feet. Currently, boats over 45 feet are not allowed
to use the mooring buoys. Canada’s Provincial Marine Parks have larger buoys that allow
larger vessels to use them. If you limit dock moorage for larger vessels, at least add some
larger buoys to accommodate them.

this will maintain the availability of the park to boaters.
We'd prioritize adding more mooring balls.
Leave the village as is or convert into group rental indoor space

This is the best options, but you are still operating from victim mentality. You are the
government. Fix yourself.

There's no reason for commercial boat service. Please keep the marina for recreational
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boating.
Excellent ideas allowing future generations to visit

| think commercial access with the right partnership could be a good thing however, I'm not
sure that the Marina is worth keeping and if you're serious about letting the island return to its
natural state, dredging seems like a methodology that is out of step with the values of the local
ecology

In my experience, the marina represented a significant portion of traffic to the park. Securing
your vessel in the harbor is more desireable in most cases other than the late night visits from
the masked marauders (racoons). Mooring balls provide limited access and on the east side
are exposed to ship wake, often amking for a rough nigh aboard. Please keep the marina.

Proposed dock configuration is poor
Rustic experience, are you kidding me? No.
The Tillicum is a draw and a fantastic location.

Stop trying to change the marina and “update” staff housing. Yall just trying to out mo eh in
your crones pockets

As a boater, I've enjoyed taking my family to Blake Island for many years. This proposal
strikes the right balance between access and preserving the rustic nature of the Island.

| like this alternative, provided that it allows for access and mooring of boats to 45’
why is permitting new bouys so hard??

Please leave the linear docks and do not put in slips. A linear dock along the pilings in the
center may not leave enough turning room for bigger boats. The ability for boats to raft together
along the linear docks should be maintained. If slips are installed, be sure there are plenty of
slips for vessels over 40 feet. | am the Corinthisn Yack Club Cruising Fleet Capitan.

Rustic and maintain marina

| think this one hits almost all of my wants for this park.

Why would Tillicum need to be destroyed?

The rustic experience is exactly why | like visiting and staying over.
why not repurpose the existing cabins as recreational facilities.

I’'m old enough to remember pre-marina Blake Island with that one small, unprotected dock.
Let’s not go back to that.

Do not remove the Tillicum village buildings. They are a precious asset that could never be
replaced.

Love it if you take the commercial dock out of the equation.

| think that this makes the most sense in terms of not going beyond the scope of what the
park is and does. It serves a purpose now, and we as a state should allow it to continue to
serve that purpose.

Maintains great local waterfront access and recreational
why not utilze the Tillicum Village buildings? wasteful

The park is used by many people. Lots of campers from Western Washington because it is
unique in this area. Needs to be accessible by public transport as well. We see so many
people enjoying it. You can'’t take away the few water parks we have.

Losing Tillikum village would be a shame, but makes sense due to the cost of maintenance.
Enhancing the marina is an excellent plan to improve usage.

| think this plan meets the needs of the island's primary users. Shift the approach to attracting
non-boating visitors -- Argosy focused on the entertainment and meal, not opportunities for
camping and hiking.
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Keeps it pretty much as it now serves the public
Leave it as is fix docks

More moorage is good in my eyes but that does limit the maneuverability for vessel is coming
in and out of the slips. The docs themselves seem to be in good condition. The commercial
dock could be upgraded slightly more in my mind and the telecom Village should come down
since there is no use for it at the moment.

5

You keep mentioning permitting is difficult. The state made it so. This is a state park. You
create your own problem then use it to limit our options.

Why not skip the additional buoys and the commercial transportation? Also, do we really need
the ADA facilities?

Better than Alternative 1.....still not great.

I think your assumption about less visitors secondary to decreased activities/rustic experience
is wrong. Every time I've visited Blake Park, people are hiking. I've never seen any other
activity. It seems that hiking is the primary draw. | agree that the cost of this plan is a concern.
| like the addition of 5 new mooring buoys.

Preferred alternative
4

| am not clear if there would be a boat shuttle for people to get to the island for rustic camping
and day use. That should be offered through a concession or State Parks.

Tillicum village is no big loss as is. Better utilizing space inside the marina breakwater would
allow even more people to enjoy the park.

I'm all for enlarging the marina making the island more accessible to a diverse population.

Not bad, but | can also see the problems we're contending with. If money were no object, that'd
be on thing. Be helpful if the island could have better independent fund raising so not so reliant
on the legislature. Maybe issue bonds through WSHFC based on revenues.

Why the focus on 'rustic'.

Keeping the marina seems the better choice due to difficulty of permitting
Leave Tillicum Village and concessions

The marina is essential

Your voting system for picking just one is not working

Just add lots of buoys and only some docking space limited to half days...
It sounds like this state needs to lighten permitting requirements.

This would provide safety for boat and persons, however will increase traffic on the island. This
would also provide revenue to Washington parks. However tilicum village experience is long
remembered by youth and this proposal would remove that key learning experience

Would need a tourist draw besides nature for the expense. Why do you need housing for 5
staff if you don't have a tourist draw? Not sure the funding would work but | would enjoy the
experience.

What is the point of “commercial transport” to a “rustic village that does not exist
This alternative provides for recreational boater access

This provides good balance between access and protection. The next two options are tipped
on the side of exploitation.

Concessions could provide funding to reduce the overall expenditure of capital on the park.

Keep the marina as is? If it's not broke.
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Would like more buoys

Great compromise

People should be able to enjoy the park.
Like any marina it needs to be maintained.

The improved marina will create a better experience for boaters, but the largest commercial
access seems unnecessary.

Keep it like it is. A water taxi service can advertise and they will get customers.

Too much emphasis on a tiny tiny number of actual ADA uses. Remove any ADA comfort
stations, waste of money.

This preserves and enhances today's experience with Blake Island

Probably the most realist option from a public interest and access perspective. If the marina is
a profit center, can a concessionaier be responsible for raising the capital?

Boat slips are too small.

This option retains and improves the existing island experience.

DO NOT demolish Tillicum Village Buildings

Very responsible and balanced plan.

Better than 1

5

Need to have the marina. Loosing the building would be a loss

| think this should only be accessed by kayaking. No commercial boat in option.

| think the island would be a better draw for visitors if there were improvements including
concessions, boat rentals. Etc

Revitalizing the docks makes more sense

The finger pier design would limit decrease the amount and variety of vessels that could
access the island. The current pier design allows for larger vessels and rafting. The pier design
shown limits this.

Doesn’'t maintain the marina for private boaters-No!

I like it, but prefer less focus on commercial transportation.

Yes! Keep boats and morrage

Retains a close in destination

5

Keep the marina usable is #1 priority. Most of the rest doesn't matter.

This is a better option. | would prefer to see the village remain and opened to public use. It
would be nice to see the space used for commerical activities such as weddings. The dredging
of the channel would allow a lot more vessels in and the expanded marina will allow for more
vessels space and access. | also would prefer for a bigger push to get more mooring balls

Blake is unique as it is- if the current concession is unique in the world.

This is the best compromise between 1 and the more commercialized versions, 3 and 4.
Marina with power keeps it a year around park. Permitting marina and buoys is daunting, may
favor option 1

| see no need to remove infrastructure like Tillikum Village. Using all available dock space is
an important goal.

Seems like a great option. All for leaving rustic as currently is, but if redesigning the docks I'd
maximize moorage.
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Continues access for boaters important. While | understand the financial appeal for commercial
(foot ferry traffic) the overall cost may overshadow revenue. Continuing to support private
boaters and increasing cost of dock fee vs Moorage may help off set.

If maintainable the marina would be great to keep, | always visit for a rustic experience

As someone who anchors on the West Side many weekends of the cruising season. | think
having a variety of access points allows for a wide range of campers, hikers and beach
combers.

As a boater who uses the island often | appreciate this option. Also appreciate that it allows for
commercial craft to get the general public in to experience the Island.

maybe a reduced size marina and letting go of the thunderbird launch and instead placing the
thunderbird in the marina may reduce costs and maint

If buoys installed, they need to be appropriately sized for tonnage and windage, not just length.
If cost were not an issue, | think this would be the most reasonable option.

Tax the rich, maintain the park access

This seems like a reasonable answer sensible solution.

At least more of the public will be able to access.

Alt 2 is again, a special reservation for elites.

Involve Indigenous peoples in the process.

Has there been any dredge material characterization for the marina? If materials are suitable
for open water disposal, consider nourishment to address concerns about sea level rise while
reducing dredge material disposal.

I've visited the park by rowing wherry and three sailboats, teaching, grabbing a mooring ball
and using the marina. They've all been singular, memorable experiences.

| think it may not be true that lack of a draw besides the natural environment will mean less
visitors. The reverse is possible - more accessibility, better camping and more awareness of
the commercial options to visit that do not involve having to visit Tillicum Village could be a
huge draw. | also do not know if it is feasible but it could be possible to explore public/non
profit partnerships to help fund the needed dredging and maintenance.

Good plan. Seems off that | can’t review all options BEFORE | rate them.
Keep marina as a park for access to all

Implement reservation for boat dock use and charge to help offset cost and maintenance
This allows the public to continue to access this park.

2

I like not having commercial boats visit

Leave everything the way it is, including Tillicum Village

| favor #2. This keeps things the way they are with some functional upgrades.
Leave it alone and maintain what is there

if boats cant go, it will not be visited, need some boat access

Many visitors enjoy Tillicum Village

money and permitting impossible

Why destroy existing buildings to build new ones? Why destroy the commercial dock to build a
marina?

Typical Washington State banding the citizens and the tax paying boating boating community.

Why are you pushing commercial access when you doubt there may be a market for this use?
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If buoys are difficult to permit don’t add them. Why can'’t you be satisfied to just make to park
usable for those who can access it by their own means of transportation?

At least the Tillicum Village gave us something interesting to look at and learn about. | would
like better, more accessible trails and an expanded store/concessions.

Closest approach to keeping what we have now.

Find a person who can develop commercial interests that would support the island and its
access.

This aligns with the State Parks Mission Statement and preserves the nature and wildlife in a
rustic venue, while minimizing the expenses associated with the concessions.

Love the upgraded moorage

Removing ability to have commercial access means a reduction in accessibility by all parts od
the commmunity because you must own a boat to get there.

Skip the new buoys and just fix up the marina.
Better
This is the best option for recreational boaters

| have sailed and stayed overnight 3x on Blake island (private boat) and this is the most in line
with my expectations there. There has been no diversity in attendance on the island since
public ferry tours stopped ages ago. The conceccionaire was never open when | spent time on
the island anyways.

Preserve and improve the marina to whatever extent possible. Improve commercial access
and repurpose Tillicum Village for broader commercial appeal to attract more revenue from
commercial Moorage lease and fees from repurposed Tullicum property.

This is Blake Island. Everything else is nonsense.

Access for non boaters is of value but only if the traffic can sustain a commercial operation
that is not guaranteed.

Enhancing access for boaters is key. Tearing down the existing buildings seems like a waste.

my change to this #2 option would be to keep the tilicum village as it is a great opportunity for
visitors to learn about the Salish tribes with the tillicum village experience.

The island doesn't need facilities to be enjoyed, but does need to be accessible.
There is no particular draw now since the play area is gone. The park store is a farce now.

| strongly support non boater access, but it does not require large commercial vessels. | think
better service could be provided by smaller vessels with more frequent sevice possibly from
multiple places. Our tribal neighbors should not have unilateral veto power over buoy permits
this must be stopped. There is clear Science that buoys protect the marine environment vs.
repeated anchoring.

| want to increase access, and make it more equitable for all people to take advantage of.

Keeps the rustic nature of the park and provides access for non boaters to camp and walk the
island. More boats slips helps.

| like the idea of making modest improvements or trying to maintain what is there
Need to provide/maintain buoys

This plan supports the park mission while potentially increasing exposure and support for state
parks and the health of Puget Sound.

5

This is how | have enjoyed Blake island for more than 40 yrs. | am a boater and really want to
have the 5 missing buoys replaced on the west side. | do not want a lot of commercial traffic
but I want to enjoy it as a boater. Perhaps it could be made into a corporate team building
retreat with the limited infrastructure that would require and keep it rustic.
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The focus on concessions was unique. Question is how the tribal groups feel on all the
proposed plans too. This was not shared (as of yet).

I think Tillicum village is an excellent educational resource. | hope one of the following
proposals will include it.

Housing and office are fine. They work as is.
I don’t want Tillicum village demolished

This seems like a balanced approach. Preserving the natural, rustic experience is a good goal.
While allowing more public access through a concessionaire is somewhat worrisome, it would
allow access to a wider group of people. This island is a piece of our history, and exhibits the
character of one of Washington's most amazing natural resources - our protected island
groups. It would be wonderful to share that amazing piece of our state with victors, while
protecting the environment from the impact of more feet on the island. Regarding the marina,
protecting access for a wide range of vessels is critical. Smaller boats for campers, medium
sized cruisers - 25-35’ as well as some space for larger vessels would be a fair way to
reconfigure the marina.

| think you should increase the fee for private vessels and allow moorage reservations that are
non-refundable. You would make a ton of money off that. It would pay for the rebuild of the
marina.

Boaters ome loaded with food and drink, concessions are not ecessary.
Anyone ask Natives about this?

Definitely better than option 1

| like this one the best. We need destinations to boat to’

| am a disabled boater and enjoy taking my 28 foot power boat to Blake Island for rest and
relaxation. With my limited mobility, it is a way for me to enjoy a peaceful setting in the

outdoors. | can no longer hike, climb, or safely paddle a canoe or kayak. Blake Island in its
current form provides me with an outdoor oriented recreational opportunity that | truly enjoy.

Blake is near populations and experience is needed to explore and dock is essential for
access. People did not know that trillium village offered shuttles. A shuttle is great idea maybe
from seacrest. Please do not do something that can not be undone.

We frequent the park on our boat and would be very sad to see Tillicum village demolished.
Could it be moved to the mainland and recycled? Plans for disposal? This Island is a rare and
wonderful place but without docks or anticipating bouys not being present, it is too dangerous
to to anchor at most if not all areas as bring available, it wojld be dangerous due to wind and
currents to visit or stay overnight.

Reasonable
Difficult to permit a buoy, WTF is wrong with this state???
Allows for ada access to the island. And protects bottom from being damaged by anchors

Best balance in my opinion. | like less impact to the environment but in a controlled manner to
prevent people abusing the area and ruining for all

When Blake Island Marine State Park was acquired in 1959, it was designated as a marine
state park with the clear intent of creating a public, water-accessible recreation area that
served all Washingtonians. Over time, the park has become a valued community resource and
should continue to be maintained for the enjoyment of all. Washington State Parks’ own history
emphasizes that this land was granted to the state to be held “for all the people,” which reflects
core principles of: Open access Public benefit Recreation rather than development
Stewardship of natural and cultural resources We all share a responsibility to preserve this
park resource in a way that honors those principles. The marina plays a critical role in
supporting safe and equitable visitation. It provides a controlled, predictable place to dock,
reduces unsafe anchoring, and helps protect shoreline and nearshore habitats from damage
caused by improvised landings. Investment in maintaining and upgrading the marina is
consistent with the park’s original purpose as a public, water-accessible recreation area and
ensures that boaters, families, seniors, and visitors of varying abilities can continue to enjoy
Blake Island. | support Alternative 2: Rustic Retreat, which preserves Blake Island largely in
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its natural state as a refuge from its urban surroundings. Under this alternative, camping and
amenities are thoughtfully limited to provide a rustic experience while retaining the island’s
undeveloped character—paired with improved access through marina improvements. This
approach best balances conservation, public access, and the long-term stewardship of this
unique marine state park.

Seems like we need to fix the permitting issue

Direct marketing and crowdfunding initiatives geared toward Blake Island guests could help
boost funding efforts.

Now is the time to upgrade facility lets not wait anylonger
bad idea

| could see a water taxi type thing like for Everett’s jetty island, more focused on natural park
visitors while maintaining access for primarily wind and human power boat traffic

Keep marina open for visitors

How can you demolish the current Historical building that teaches our area history. SHAME ON

YOU! | do like the update of the marina for continuing access for boater.
Preserves boater access, camping and nature

I love using this fantastic boater park

Would we really need an expanded park store?

The concession transport would very likely disappear making this a poor option.

It would be great to have additional dock space. And have more support for the Ranger so he's
not trying to run the whole island in the off season solo.

The marina due to size and proximity to Seattle is hard to access due to popularity. Adding
slips would be a benefit. | like keeping a commercial dock as well

| love having access to Blake Island, but | feel like boating is a little inaccessible to the
general public. Having a program that makes it easier for people who aren’t boat owners to
access the island might help address visitation concerns without the need to the expenditure
of marina upkeep.

Keeps the marina, but no other reason to visit there!

Yes please invest in the marina and keep Blake Island as a pnw boating destination.
Commerical use is detrimental and the buildings aren't needed by visitors.

Rustic and nature experience is preferable to this option.

Invest in infrastructure - also add a usage fee for boaters\visitors to help offset cost - | would
pay to visit and support

| really like this option but | can see the issues with the economic model not being viable due
to a more narrow interest in the more primitive experience. However, | would expect its
promimity to large population centers combined with a growing population would offset some
loss in visitation by those wanting more amenities. This plan allows for greater options in the
future for how the location can be used.

Appreciate the continued consideration to non boating visitors having a way to visit the island
and a concessionaire to utilize the lodge.

Repair and upgrade existing structures make more financial sense then new construction

The layout of the existing marina has worked exceptionally well over the years and allows for
rafting and flexibility to moor all sizes of vessels in all locations. The above layout would be
very limiting and more costly to build

| don't go to Blake Island for the concessions but understand not having them might limit the
attraction of going there for some people. If fewer people go, future funding may be more
difficult.

This is my second choice. The concern expressed about concessionaire public transportation
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is a major concern of this plan. If the this much money is going to be invested in infrastructure
non-boater public access has to be ensured. | have doubts it could be without unaffordable
subsidies to the transportation providers.

You have done a good job with all the comments - agree
Invite the tribes to fund rebuilding the village

Change permit process?!

The state has other priorities, we don’t have the money

This increases access especially for those who can't access via kayak or small boat. The idea
of parks is to provide recreation for ALL citiizens, not a select few who are physically capable.

This seems to provide the right amount of environmental stewardship along with options for
people who want to visit the island for its natural beauty alone and not some tourist trap.

This option offers the ability for boaters to have and use this park and allows for Ada access.
Shouldn't need living quarters for 5 staff as 2 should be enough for overnight. Others can come
by boat for daytime work. Rustic design will be better for the wildlife and natural habitat found
on the island.

Again, | suggest you do an in-depth analysis of how many boats can be moored at the marina,
how many buoys you plan to install, how much foot traffic you are allowing onto the landscape,
and build your infrastructure accordingly.

Misses the chance to increase access and use of the park.
Leave the marina as it is!

This preserves the natural aspects and access while increasing the options for visitors to a
unique place

Use shepherd dogs to chase Canadian geese from island to reduce geese droppings.

FOr this plan dredging the marina seems unnecessary. It is already deep enough for most
recreational boats and without activities on the island there is no need to have a large
commercial vessel that would go there. | think it would be better to keep the marine for smaller
recreational boats and then if Argosy or some other company wanted to bring people across
they could get a smaller launch to do so. That would also help keep the island from being as
crowded.

Maintains the current access to a one of a kind island park for boaters
Allows for continuous use and relieves pressure on other parks

The Marina is already tight enough, without adding more slips along the breakwater. However, |
am totally in favor of tearing down Tillicum Village. Right now, it is just wasted unused space

the only people that go there are boaters so let us have it!!

I'd be very happy with this alternative. However, | realize that it may be the hardest to achieve
since it requires significant funding for a small group of people.

Don't need 5 staff! Don’t need commercial access. Please keep small recreational marina

This feels like what the experience is like right now. The telecom village hasn’t been operating
for years, and the alien being accessible as a state park to go wander around in nature is
wonderful

As | said before, improving and maintaining the marina and facilities would continue to make
this great local resource for outdoor activity accessible to ALL citizens of Seattle.

This proposal makes the most sense.

Mostly boaters-many boaters use this island and love it the way it currently is. Don't need huge
crowds - that just creates problems. this is the only state park for many miles in both
directions.

Why can’t we work with the Salish Tribes to continue the Tikkicumvillsve or something similar
that preserves the history and nature of this marine park?
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The marina is a valued asset to local boaters. Raise the moorage costs if necessary.
Seems fine.

Would limit the size of the boats accessing the marina.

The place needs to pay for itself. This might be too rustic.

| go there to enjoy nature. Access is one thing | support improving, but lets stop the
environmental change there.

maintaining boat access is critical for an island state park

Don't like the commercial access option as it limits availability for local boaters
Still | feel the stewardship of Blake Island belongs with Suquamish tribe.

| am currently working on a plan to resume shuttle service to Blake island

sucia is highly popular without commercial/concession boat access... consider skipping dredge
for cost reduction

If a private company wants to provide concessions or a small store why not? Rustic is nice but
it can be rustic and have concessions at the same time. Let the private company pay for their
own facilities...

Facilities for five staff seems like a lot.

A redesign of the marina to include individual docking is a waste of space. Open side ties
where multiple vessels can tie up would be more cost effective.

Fix and keep the lodge. Find a company to take over. State to get out of the way.

Have volunteers snd fund raising to offset costs.

Hate to see historic buildings demolished. Washingtonians of all ages have huge history with
that place. How many students remember going there to a field trip. Nothing else like it

Keep it rustic, make it safer. Permits and funding to do ANYTHING will be difficult. Don’t use
that as an excuse.

It's insane to me that more bouys are hard to permit. This state is out of control.
Stars didn’t work. All or none lit up . | choose 4
Perfect!

Please stop calling bathrooms comfort stations, look up the meaning of that term in regards to
WW?2 pacific theater. It is a very terrible term with a bad history.

Removing old buildings makes sense. But why do massive improvements to marina??

| think it's important to have a dock. It would be great to have a camera where boaters can see
if there is an available spot at the dock. More buoys is a GREAT idea.

Marina is a must for Blake Island. | like this proposal.

It seems unlikely that commercial traffic will go there without a concession of some sort. Why
plan for it?

Why demolish the building?

You are the state. Surely you can get fellow state agency to issue permits!

Marina seems fine as is, access to all but deepest draft boats

Forget the commercial accommodation, it will not be used. Same for the ada stuff.

The importance of park staff access and presence is of the utmost importance. As stated in
alternative 1, without a presence the park will become damaged and trash strewn as we have
more than enough evidence from recent history.
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The idea of a rustic getaway is what the public wants.

This is a balanced, forward thinking approach that supports sustainable outdoor access and
recreation for the public while minimizing cost and environmental harm. Blake Island is not a
resort or a theme park. The rustic retreat approach is the appropriate balance of infrastructure
and authentic outdoor experience.

It would help pay for park operation.
Moorage for transients is preferred
This as a minimum

Good balance of nature and access

Maintaining existing facilities with a goal of modest, thoughtful improvements to increase
public access would be great.

I boat there often. Have take children and would like to extend the experience to my
grandchildren. How can they enjoy and appreciate nature without experiencing nature?

Keeping the marina is important. | am confused by the difficulty of permitting mooring buoys,
they reduce overall environmental impact

We can do better want marina developed and public access island
Great option

Keeps the marina for better accessibility and a commercial option. The industry will bring this
back.

WA S. Parks and private enterprise provide lots of other yacht destinations.

Why would there be any issue permitting 5 or more buoys on both sides. If that's what is
needed, get it done

It seems like a waste of money to upgrade the docks to include a commercial dock when there
is limited reason for people to come there. Like that the marina and dredging would be
maintained

Maintain marina , maintain access
Would be best
Seems most bang for our buck

Removal of the concession building detracts from the historical lure of the island and the
ethnic experience it provided

2

4

Don't think it would be sustainable. Not a good way for WA parks to spend money
Outstanding | would pay more to moor my boat there

4

Concur with a dock that allows commercial use from Seattle as a non subsidized route
I don't like expanding the marina.

Find a private partner to rebuild the restaurant.

| think it's very important to invest in private boater oriented facilities. We have such a
wonderful state with relatively limited boating opportunities in our waterways.

Keeping this resource available to as many people is a great idea.

This does not sound like a plan. It sounds like a sales pitch of bait and switch. Intentionally
reduce access and spend money to do it. Thus interfering with intent of state parks getting
people to experience parks.
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Love it, | couldn't choose just 5

There are totems and Native American items. Change the village into more of a
informational/learning center.

Keep the marina. Keep a small concession store.

Introducing commercial traffic would just take up dock space at probably a revenue loss
compared to allowing private boaters to moor.

Seattle residents need access to these type of retreats.

Its important to know that... While the primary access is by "boaters", these boaters are
bringing many nonboaters to the island for them to experience the nature and beauty that
Blake Island offers while being so close to urban life.

| like this alternative | give it a 4

It's a great place for hiking and camping by boat. Only thing making it 4/5 is that a
concessionaire activity would be more successful in my opinion. I've been to Tillicum Village
multiple times in my life.

Why remove Tillacum village, that is a huge part of the experience for anyone visiting the
island

limited activities

Alternative Two would maintain long term desirable public access, as well as reduce
maintenance and liability connected with unused structures.

Lets not remove one of the boating gems of the Puget Sound at a time when we are also
actively trying to add one (Lakebay Marina).

Worth the investment!
Like it lots

| think public access to the park is important for many reasons. With a growing population
more not less access is needed for mental health and to build public support for protecting the
environment.

I love the buildings amd think they are part of the charm. | think they should either be rentable
for events or remodeled to be an indoor/outdoor public useage area. Maybe remove one of the
walls so its a 3 sided structure and could be used for gatherings or events. | do like the odea
of improving the marina and keeping it usable

This is a good plan!

Sounds like excessive cost for the benefits that it entails. A good perfect-world scenario but
the expanding of the marina does not really sound financially practical

You are not able to install more moorings anyways because of limited locations of weather and
substrates

At least we can still go and enjoy the island

Have multiple concessionaires on alternate days so no one small business has to fill their
boats so often.

| prefer rustic. Could the concessionaire be a smaller vessel/business that won't lose money
on having fewer passengers? (I'd rather than 10 passengers on a 100 passenger vessel, 10
passengers on a 10 passenger vessel)

The marina is primarily what | use. The trillium village is lovely though and should not be
demolished.

It's important to maintain access for boaters
How about the state quit wasting money on climate hysteria

Maintains boater access, needs draw for commercial public access
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I love it, with the proviso that the marina re-design can still accommodate a wide range of
boats. The current dock design allows for boats of any size, and it's fair because they pay by
the foot. | am concerned the new marina design would be, for example, full of small 30’ slips
that many boaters could not enjoy. By the way, we WAY prefer the island stays rustic and wild.
Please don't develop it further.

Not sure | understand why the marina needs to be changed. Just appropriately maintain the
existing marina facilities.

Allows good hiking and boating

| am in favor of most any option that continues to allow public boating access at the current
level or better. | believe no matter how rustic it may become, people will still come and explore
the beautiful island.

Boaters are the prime users. If you chowderheads get rid of the marina, you might get a dozen
people a year.

Add bueys. Why make the process complicated. Let's embrace this treasure so boaters can
get a great place to visit

It should not be difficult to permit the marina due to the fact that the state would be the one
giving themselves the permit.

Why does the marina need to be redesigned? Isn’t that just unnecessary additional cost?
Better than 1 but not great.

Don't need a visitor center, just a couple decent bathrooms and the marina and some
designated tent sites spread around the island

Looks like the best idea without turn it too commercial.

Whatever you do please, please save the marina. Maybe expand the number of boats it can
accommodate by using stern tie docking.

Seems like another case of the "state" creating its own problems

Best option by far

You are the worst

maybe a smaller vessel

Who is over regulating the mooring buoys &)

Removing the village would be unfortunate

Dredging and boat access is good. There’s no need for concessions. Pack it in/ pack it out!

There has been no commercial use of island for 2-3 years what makes you think somebody
will pick up that route now. Again why do we waste money on ada accessable stuff when in
reality they can't even get to the island as privateowned boats are not really wheelchair friendly

While | see stated that there is minimal draw to the island, ive seen the marina full or nearly
full many times, and even in the off season. As a family of 5 we NEVER tire of all the things to
do on Blake Island

Way less commercial use. More public docks
Marina improvements are good.

| do not support the removal of Tillacum village.
Like It 4 stars. Form is broken

Your star chart is not working, | pick 5 stars love it
Dredging is a terrible idea

I'm a charter boat captain who would consider a water taxi from Port Orchard or Bainbridge or
Gig Harbor to the island. 6 passengers at a time.
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Why do we need commercial dock space if this is going to be a rustic plan and Tilicum is not
restored. Does not make sense.
Keep Marina for overnight use

Not sure about commercial access. Seems like it would do damage to the island. But still
being accessible by boaters is good.

Commercial access would ruin the desire of the island. Increased commerce will absolutely
lead to requests for increased infrastructure that will depend on state funding

5
In sync with Blake's role in Puget Sound

A practical improvement plan. It should include low/east to maintenance options for every
opportunity for it to be a good investment.

Sometimes relics of the past can be destinations in their own right. Just let the village go back
to nature on its own. It'll become like a ghost town.

As a boater, | like the idea of additional moorage.

If properly marketed, I'm sure traffic can be ran to Blake island via a commercial vessel. Angel
Island and the Angel Island Ferry on the San Francisco Bay is a great example.

Improve the marina.

It's great, except everyone loves the tillicum village buildings and would love to see as much
of it saved as possible!

Better

We pay obscene taxes and use fees. Figure out how to make it work or quit your job because
you are imcompetent.

Anything that demolishes the Tilicum village Lodge is not a good idea. Utilize the space for
commercial use. | can picture Blake Island becoming a destination for weddings, family
reunions (rustic) and other special events. But only with a place to go.

Maybe better to have more mooring balls, and slips. But you guys are sneaky. What are you
going to take away?

Make this happen even if it means higher fees for boat moorage permits. Blake island is a
treasure for boaters and is a mini “San Juan’s close to the city and accessible by smaller
boats.

smaller commercial passenger vessels could still be viable even without land based
concessions

Love it, great compromise....let future generations discover it...
Get rid of the raccoons

Why can't a tenant be found for Tillicum Village? or can it not be turned into a publicly rentable
space? Wedding venue?

Go study what you do at Sucia Island and emulate. Campsites, morning buoys, docks and
sensible permitting for comercial water taxi service for day use and camping. Also, look at
Vendovi Island. I'm guessing the persons who wrote this survey don’'t know squat about marine
parks. Have you looked at how they do it in BC?

Tillicum village is a beautiful building that needs a lot of work. | like the improved situation with
marina and land facilities. But the tillicum village should become a historic site and be restored
and returned into a good way to bring revenue to the state park.

Boaters are the primary users and keeping it rustic only adds to the appeal, in my opinion. A
creative business will come up with a way to ferry people to the island with some type of draw
or natural attraction (kite flying, bird watching tour, etc)

Your tearing down buildings and building new ones. Better than the first but not great. If you are
tearing down the interpretive center then eliminate the commercial docks.
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Increasing the dog space to the brake water side is needed
Keep the marina going!
Public access is important

We do not really need to add to the Marina... why not just repair it in the existing configuration?
and why put in a concession stand? this is supposed to be the rustic option right?

concessions are not necessary and generally a bad idea
Keep the are rustic

Keep existing dock layout and replace with dock structure similar to that used at Jarrell Cove
State Park.

Repair and retain docks.

As someone who primarily accesses Blake Island by paddlecraft and uses the marine trail
campground, this is exactly in line with what | think Blake Island should be.

Best idea by far.

Tullicum Village was phony and a failed experiment. This alternative keeps Blake Island
mostly like it is -- accessible but not inviting more crowding with more environmental damage.

Best of both worlds. | love getting rid of the Tillicum Village concession (though folks have
loved it for generations). Seattle/Tacoma has a huge boating population and relatively few
interesting marinas to visit. Blake is a good adventure for lots of smaller and less capable
craft.

Improves access for boaters but retains rustic vibe. Am doubtful the commercial access will
be used.

Need a place to get a snack
This pretty much staus quo option is okay. However the improvements are limited.

More moorage! More buoys. Permitting should be mitigated considering the proliferation of
private buoys all over the state.

Ok, but I'm skeptical that costs for the marina could be controlled well.
Avoids further deterioration AND over development.
This option suits my personal usage needs, however it limits access by the non-boating public.

I'm a boater who frequests Blake Is. It seems this option expands private boat access best.
Please also increase buoy maintenance.

As mentioned in my feedback on Alt 1, Any option executed needs to maintain the connection
to the native american history. Keep the totem poles and improve/increase the education
resources to the history of this island and the area in general. | like option 1 better because it
maintains protected access for small boats and has the lowest expense. One of the problems
with the marina was that the demand for moorage was too high and slip availability was rare.
this option looks like it would increase the number of slips, but decrease the slip size so | don't
think it would resolve the issue for boat owners like me.

| am very disappointed that the State is investing in new parks (e.g. Beebe Bridge) and
restorations and re-developing parks (e.g. Blake Island) when the State is completely
defaulting on its maintenance and repair responsibilities at existing parks such as Cama Bach
Park

| don't visit because of the village but | would be sad to see it go. The building is a beautiful
tribute to native culture

| worry about the environmental impacts of dredging.

| "love" alternative 2, but am confused as to why all the stars light up as if | clicked on all of
them, | only clicked on "love it". | welcome ADA accessibility, though | wonder how an ADA
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person will get to and access the island. A ramp to a floating dock will never be ADA
compliant.

like it

This is the best option, though the marina should still allow access for smaller commercial
vessels. This ensures equitable opportunity for public enjoyment of the park. Keep the Tillicum
Village building and offer it as a rental for retreat space, events etc.

| generally like everything except the concession boat needs very controlled parameters.
Specifically, limitations on how many people can access the island via the concessioner.
Similar to guiding permits on mt rainier, this must be limited to preserve the experience for all,
and ensure enthusiasts who get to the island under their own power — human or engine — are
prioritized. There is precedent for this; land use is not always 100% equal. Snowshoers can'’t
go on ski resorts. Mtn bikers can’'t go on all hiking trails. Blake island should be primarily for
boaters and this concession access needs to be limited and lottery. This may hinder the value
for a concessioner so contracts must be smartly constructed to ensure concessioners don’t
hoard access.

| love this alternative but your web site shows are the options as being selected

| do not support helping boaters access the park. | have always known Tillicum Village to offer
an amazing entertainment experience, via entertainment and dining options. The Gift Store
was a plus. Being greeted with steaming clam nectar was very enjoyable. Again, very sad the
Tillicum Village buildings will be demolished.

We love the island in its current setting: mostly natural activities, tent/boat camping, with
maybe just a few more spaces needed in the marina (e.g. if an existing dock can be
converted). But demolishing the old Tillicum village buildings feels such a waste—even though
we did not get a chance to experience the show there, every time we visit we can't help but
peek inside hoping that maybe the doors will open again someday. We'd love to see the
building open for the public—if not for the show, maybe as a museum of native culture and/or
nature? Or art—we bet there are quite a local few artists looking for space to exhibit their work.
Or concerts—it would be such a unique venue!

Clearly you are trying to escape funding obligations. This helps in that respect. But again, what
you need is lobbying support from recreational boaters. In the meantime, you return the island
to a more rustic state which also seems to be the goal at some level.

Appreciate the increased public access. Again, | think a big part of the new draw could be
wildlife restoration and study. Close off half of the island and create habitat. By doing this, we
can in the long-term create an increased reason to visit

Maintain the existing marina and bathrooms.

A full marina isn’'t necessary. This is too disruptive at too high a cost and won't happen
anyway.

Keep blake wild. If you can anchor/buouy and take a dinghy to shore, or kayak over. that's
ideal. the marina is dumb
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Q3
3841 responses
On a scale of 1-5, what do you think of Alternative 3: Concession?

*

3.04

/5
Average Rating

5 e

4 camm——

3 GE—

2 G

1 e
Rating Percentage Responses
1 Star: Hate it 14.19% 545
2 Stars: Dislike it 21.69% 833
3 Stars: Neutral 24.73% 950
4 Stars: Like it 24.50% 941
5 Stars: Love it 14.89% 572
Average3.04 3841

# PLEASE PROVIDE ANY OTHER COMMENTS YOU HAVE ON ALTERNATIVE 3:

CONCESSION
1 Alt #3: Commercial development and increase traffic brings with it certain identified problems,

there are trade-offs. Previously when Blake Island had commercial traffic and non-boat owner
visitors most of the user impacts were usually concentrated into the warmer late spring through
early fall period. Off-season traffic less impactful and substantially less. Another suggestion:
perhaps the concessionaire may consider a food take-out option for boaters not interested in
the entertainment-side of the operation.

2 Sounds like this alternative would be a lot harder to achieve.

3 If a tribal entiry stepped forward to run the concession, this would make sense to me:
otherwise, it seems like it’s a solution in search of a problem.

4 Alternative 3 provides fantastic opportunities for public benefit, access, and education.
However, we certainly appreciate that State Parks would face a major challenge in finding the
appropriate concessioner! If this alternative is pursued, we would strongly encourage State
Parks to seek a concessioner who is dedicated to authentic, local, and place-based
interpretation of maritime heritage and other local history/culture—finding a Tribal-affiliated
group to do this would be a big win. Again, we respect that this would be difficult to find.

5 The state should not be running this type of program. Sell the land and let a developer turn it
into a true destination for boaters and recreational users

6 Is there ROI for the concession? | do like the ability to provider broader day-use access
7 Dislike the idea of a concessionaire on the island
8 Omiting the concession area is better for restroing the more natural experience. Also less

operational risk to the state.

9 It was enjoyable to bring out of town guests to Tillicum Village for the salmon bake, Indian
programming, and to visit the beautiful island. | would want any concessionaire to also reflect
NW history. As to commercial transportation, if it was to an Indian Heritage experience or for
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4/28/2026 2:48 PM
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4/27/2026 9:59 AM
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small scale youth programs, | would find that acceptable. Unless the potential concessionaire
is financially sound, it could be an expensive proposition.

The wildlife and natural environment is what makes Blake island desirable in the first place.
Without that, it's just like any other park (we already have many) except with the added
complication and expense associated with an island location. Therefore, any path forward must
have preservation of the natural Blake island environment as its first priority.

Give it back to the tribes

Having sailed into the Marina and stayed on the docks with visits to Tillicum Village was
always a special treat for our family. Hikes around the island were enjoyable. There is concern
of a larger impact on the island. Curious if there has been a study of how the island has
adjusted to the current “downsize”, if this has had a recovery impact?

Ruins natural environment

No privatizing state parks

| understand needing the money, but this is a terrible idea.

If a similar business to Tillicum Village returned to the island to share culture and natural
history with visitors then this would be the best option for locals and tourists. Without a ferry
the island is too exclusive anyway- not everyone can afford a boat. Fears about disturbing the
natural state of the island can be helped by limiting the number of people visiting the park
itself. People visiting the concession are less likely to go hiking/camping anyways.

Not bad, but the more commercialized the experience becomes then the fewer local
washingtonians you will see. Instead you will receive more tourist traffic which would be good
for generating revenue.

This is an excellent option, providing for numerous public benefits with experiences including
boating, hiking and exploring as well nature, marine and environmental education.

This is a good alternative to the rustic option. Having some private money injected into the
island might help.

| like Blake Island the way it is right now - not crowded. | would not like a large concessionaire
on the island.

It's seems more costly than 2 but could be very unique and cool for seattle

This feels iffy tome. It raises the possibility of expensive improvements at taxpayer expense
while the benefits accrue to the private partners.

Understand potential need to fund projects.
Consider partnering with the tribes. Perhaps the tribes can offer good ideas?

From a selfish point of view, | like the exclusivity of mostly just boaters there but | also feel
everyone should be able to benefit from this wonderful park.

I think the park should remain mostly rustic. | don’t think this is necessary
Eliminate staff housing and welcome center to reduce costs

| am disappointed | missed by a year the glory of Tillicum Village, and would absolutely love to
see something like that return.

1

This is not a tourist attraction. Seattle area already has them. Remember the parks
stewardship mission. Previous concessions were detrimental to the wildlife that we came to
enjoy in a tranquil and peaceful setting which is their home.

Not protecting the gem of an island it is, hurts wildlife,don’t have any other such rustic option
so close,don'’t ruin it,already have built up parks for people

Allows continued use as noted in Option 2, but adding the Tillicum Village back seems to allow
even more access for more people to enjoy this treasure.

2/38

4/24/2026 12:48 PM

4/24/2026 11:31 AM
4/24/2026 12:35 AM

4/18/2026 6:54 PM
4/18/2026 12:28 PM
4/18/2026 9:02 AM
4/18/2026 12:23 AM
4/17/2026 11:49 PM

4/17/2026 1:23 PM

4/17/2026 11:30 AM

4/16/2026 6:43 PM

4/16/2026 5:44 PM

4/16/2026 1:36 PM
4/16/2026 12:28 PM

4/16/2026 10:53 AM
4/16/2026 10:22 AM
4/16/2026 10:22 AM

4/16/2026 9:15 AM
4/16/2026 7:35 AM
4/15/2026 11:55 PM

4/15/2026 11:29 PM

4/15/2026 8:28 PM

4/15/2026 8:25 PM

4/15/2026 6:44 PM
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If adding more amenities is required to save the marina, | would support it. Prefer rustic option
for better balance of citizen enjoyment and less impact on the environment.

I am not thrilled about the increase in traffic, | still love nature. However, | have access to a
boat, so | am biased. Not thrilled about a busy concession area. More pricey, more traffic, less
access bcs of heavy traffic, more noise, etc. No longer a retreat setting.

This one is good but seems to add complications with managing a contractor and with impacts
on the island from so many visitors

Doubtful that concessionaire can be found
Improve access for all. Lease to provide conference and retreat options.
Ft.Flagler, anyone?

i like the more rustic idea, but this would be nice for others to be able to use it, who normally
do not

Our Cub Scout pack has a pretty good experience at the park without any active concession
area. | imagine there could be some positives if it opened back up and brought a bunch more
visitors to the park, but the increased crowds could also detract from the experience.

| do not think it is likely that a concessionaire will be interested in this plan.

No vendors stepping forward.

Private investors need the chance to bid and control this.

Best; access with a reason to go; leaves the Island alone mostly.

Improves access for all. Provides a richer cultural experience for folks looking for that.
Prefer less crowded

Combine park and concessionaire functions into one building (existing if possible) - limit
visiting hours to address overcrowding (last boat leaves after dinner or similar)

I'm worried this is not financially viable. More public access is a beneficial objective.

As a boater, I'm not interested in the concession, which risks dominating the island experience
for visiting boaters looking for a more casual/rustic experience. It also creates a slight security
issue for boats left unattended at the marina

Too much concessions, need to keep the park feeling like an escape from the city, not an
extension of the city.

Expanded access and historical education are my highest priority

Maintaining the marina and accessibility to the island will allow visitors of all restrictions or
disabilities to enjoy the island experience of Puget Sound.

Do Not commercialize this park

As a kid growing up in Seattle, attending the salmon dinner and cultural program at Tillicum
Village was always exciting--as was the boat ride over and back--and remains a fond core
memory that | would love future generations of kids to have as well.

This would be difficult to make financially viable and to function within the resource constraints
of the location.

| think restoring Tillicum village is the most essential part of Blake Island. Growing up, the
experience of Native traditions and culture had a huge impact on youths. | think that one of the
native tribes should run a Tillicum Village for youth education. The rest of the island should be
kept as is. The public should only be able to access it via personal boat to keep the island as
natural as possible.

I love it. It would be great if the concession could provide a educational componet like Tilicum
Village did. Had a wonderful afternoon on the Island with my mom that could not have come on
my small sailboat.

RCO grant?
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4/15/2026 5:50 PM

4/15/2026 9:57 AM

4/14/2026 8:48 PM

4/14/2026 6:27 PM
4/14/2026 7:31 AM
4/13/2026 7:54 PM
4/13/2026 3:29 PM

4/12/2026 7:43 PM

4/12/2026 10:05 AM

4/11/2026 7:28 PM

4/11/2026 12:12 PM

4/9/2026 7:13 PM

4/9/2026 7:11 PM

4/8/2026 8:47 PM
4/8/2026 3:25 PM

4/8/2026 1:19 PM

4/8/2026 10:43 AM

4/8/2026 10:21 AM

4/8/2026 8:24 AM
4/7/2026 10:45 PM

4/7/2026 8:42 AM
4/7/2026 8:34 AM

4/6/2026 5:42 PM

4/6/2026 12:05 PM

4/6/2026 11:59 AM

4/5/2026 9:44 PM



60

61

62

63

64
65

66
67

68
69
70
71
72
73

74

75

76
77
78
79

80

Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

Since the building is there | think it offers a unique opportunity for Seattleites and folks from
out of town. If it is at all possible to gauge interest from Argosy or other vessel operators to be
certain an operator would shuttle people to the island before determining if Tilicum village
should be rebuilt. Or have a plan for the park to shuttle ppl. Does the park know and
understand the reasons Argosy does not want to operate. Can those reasons be addressed?

Send like a lot of red tape and hoops to jump through in order for a willing partner to sign on to
this venture. Think you'd have a tough time finding one.

While this may seem to be the ideal approach it requires a concessionaire that has a viable
tourism business model. It does result in some cost sharing to ensure marina access. One
concern is that a concessionaire has not come forward since it closed. While this may be more
ideal from a cost management perspective, it may be too optimistic given composition with
other tourist activities that have had greater investment such as the Seattle Aquarium. As a
native Washingtonian | prefer less commercialism, but if it comes down to closing access
versus maintaining public access | would prefer a viable concessionaire model.

Any investment in concessions or features to promote increased use of the island requires
commercial transportation services. While this would be my preferred choice, it needs to be
bundled with regular transportation service such an semi frequent stops by the fast ferry
network that already passes by for vistors and campers to access the island.

Access for WA citizens is my primary concern

there are so many places to go in Puget Sound. We don't need to take away from the natural
value of the island and make it commercial

Good option is #2 is not sustainable

Agree that heavy visitation may have negative impacts on wildlife and the environment. If we
pursue this, I'd want the potential concessions company to fund all the capital improvements.
We shouldn't be using taxpayer dollars to maintain a private island for Argosy cruises. If they
pay for it and improve the facilities for other users then maybe there's an argument for this.

We can all do better with less concessions!!!
Best plan

Are you setting us up to sell the island?

Not a fan of privatization of public lands.

Keep it rustic with less footprints on the island

This is the worst plan so far. Why has your team assessed that it is in the public interest or
that it is ecologically justifiable to construct such large facilities on Blake? Forest health and
prairie restoration would be a far better use of funds and time.

While we love having very few people on the island when we are there, we also understand that
a personal watercraft should not be necessary to visit this amazing retreat from the
surrounding cities/towns. A tribe should be given preference to run a program rather than a
business such as Argosy. The Duwamish, while not yet Federally recognized, might be a good
place to start.

| support a private concession, but does it need to be tied to and bear the burden of costs to
the building? | think a private concession that supports recreational use, camping activities,
and recreational boating would be an ideal way to help fund and drive traffic without the
enormous burden of the existing buildings in place.

the island is small; it will be crowded regardless.
N/A
Too risky for the State to invest in improvements where a long term tenant might net be found.

Maybe limiting the number of guests to the island could be a good solution to protecting the
island.

Not sure if having concessions and a ferry boat will work since it has failed in the past
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4/4/2026 8:36 AM

4/3/2026 10:17 PM

4/3/2026 2:33 PM

4/3/2026 2:11 PM

4/3/2026 11:12 AM
4/3/2026 11:11 AM

4/3/2026 10:28 AM
4/3/2026 9:50 AM

4/3/2026 7:27 AM
4/2/2026 9:51 PM
4/2/2026 9:42 PM
4/2/2026 8:56 PM
4/2/2026 7:09 PM
4/2/2026 5:27 PM

4/2/2026 3:24 PM

4/2/2026 11:59 AM

4/2/2026 11:57 AM
4/1/2026 6:48 PM
4/1/2026 5:13 PM
3/30/2026 7:42 PM

3/30/2026 5:57 AM
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Difficult business viability will be come a liability. ADA priority also is unnecessary.
Do not commercialize the island. keep control with the state

Great memory of Native dancing at Tillicum Village 50 years ago.

It is a unique site for visionary development with the Hospitality Industry involved.

would be as it was for years, allowing access for non boaters and boaters alike. most visitors
will not venture to far from the marina area, the west side is mainly boaters on buoy/anchor
and the few others that walk across island

as with previous option, | am more interested in the island park being accessible to those
without their own boats than to serving those who own boats. It would be nice if there was an
inexpensive rustic place to spend the night.

This seems like the best use of Tillicum Village. It would provide access to the public other
than boat owners as well as a destination for boat owners. Please include showers in new
comfort station.

The character of Blake is spoiled by urbanization.

The ability to make reservations for boaters at the marina would be a big plus. Some boaters
don’t plan trips to Blake Island because they are not insured of a spot for the night.

We do not need the increased expenses
How likely is there such a concessionaire?
Timeline to have a concessionaire in place seems too long for any potential benefits.

Skeptical, what would be different from the last try. | thought the Tillicum Village was pretty
well-executed but apparently couldn't make it work. Let's not try the same thing and hope for a
miraculously different result

The key will be finding a creative, enthusiastic, capable concession partner. Look at other
operations for inspiration (example: the operator on Newcastle / Saysutshun is a good model
for rentals and visitor engagement).

It is unfortunate that state parks hasn't done a better job of cultivating a cooperative
relationship with First Nations in the greater Seattle Area. When Tillicum Village was thriving it
was actually an important opportunity for citizens visiting Blake Island to learn about the early
history, culture and traditions of those who inhabited Puget Sound before European settlement.
State Parks should visit the Royal B.C. Museum to get a taste of what might be possible with
a true partnership with the local First Nations.

Hmm. Sounds like you need a ballot initiative to make this possible.

I would only really like this if concessions were approved by the native people of this area.
Something respectful, not fake, historical/learning. Is there no way to keep the visitor numbers
down and have the majority stay in the concession/marina/east area?

| don't like demolition and the impact on the area to build something different that will have the
same issues seen today.

No concession please.

| prefer the first two options that keep it more rustic and have less of a negative impact on the
environment and wildlife.

The shared cost would be nice but may change the experience to be too commercialized
Would prefer Indigenous inclusion in any development (like old Tillicum Village)
Would want Indigenous to be concessionaire.

Save Tillicum Village! What stand out as a huge negative here is "or demolition and
construction of facilities within lease area." Said Concessionaire would no doubt be driven by
profit. They would be allowed to totally remove Tillicum Village and replace it with a missive
and no doubt money-making mega facility. Yes, lip service would be given to "permitting,” but |
have been involved in way too many instances where exceptions are granted, money
exchanges hands, and zoning and cultural regulations are somehow relegated to the back
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3/27/2026 2:19 PM
3/26/2026 1:45 PM
3/26/2026 7:20 AM
3/25/2026 4:51 PM
3/25/2026 2:13 PM

3/25/2026 11:50 AM

3/25/2026 11:35 AM

3/24/2026 9:04 PM

3/24/2026 8:31 PM

3/24/2026 9:30 AM
3/23/2026 6:40 PM
3/23/2026 4:53 PM
3/23/2026 2:48 PM

3/22/2026 12:17 PM

3/22/2026 12:12 PM

3/22/2026 12:00 PM
3/21/2026 9:22 PM

3/21/2026 8:04 PM

3/21/2026 1:52 PM
3/20/2026 10:06 PM

3/20/2026 10:03 AM
3/19/2026 5:18 PM
3/19/2026 3:08 PM
3/19/2026 2:29 PM
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seat. First fix would be to separate the Village Concessionaire from the provider of the
Commercial marine transport from Seattle (such as the Virginia V etc).

Better to have a concession if it helps support the park and marina. Otherwise, not necessary.
Marina and public access should be primary objectives.

The day users deserve the access too, and really do not impact the trails or beaches around
the island much at all. The concession adds greatly to potential income sources for ongoing
maintenance. As a Forester, and former Park Manager, as well as a boater and hiker, this plan
meets the needs of the widest user group without degrading the resources.eets the

Love that this maintains access and preserves the cultural experiences that make Blake
Island unique.

Too many people major con
Don't like concession but want to keep Tillicum
No- don't sell our park land for development!! We need the land!!!

I would not set up State supported concession stands, it could be managed by the
concessionaire. Housing and salaries for 5 addional park staff is excessive when an additional
assistant ranger could handle the needs of visitors. The increase in visitors arriving by
concessionaire vessels are only on the island a limited and relatively controlled period of time.
Though initially costly, reopening a facility would provide Parks with years of income. The
animals on the island are often protected by staff (deer, birds, squirrels and costal waterlife by
assisting with food distribution during the winter months. The raccoon growth has caused more
problems for boaters and visitors as they are aggressive and are rarely in fear of humans.
Raccoons have been observed accessing boats.

This would only be acof the icecptable if the concessionaire is a federally recognized Coast
Salish tribe. The cost of expanding/dredging the marina should be bourn by users; both vistors
and any commercial user. | like that this adds no bouys to the west side sland. The cost of
expanding/dredging the marina should be bourn by users; both vistors and any commercial
user.. | am in favor of upgraded housing for staff.

While i loved Tillicum Village, i would perfer option 3 if traffic to the island was not increased. |
like that it gives non boaters access. I'd support option 3 if it minimized impact to the natural
areas of the island by keeping visitor numbers smaller and sustainable

If this improves access to this beautiful island for more of the public, | am for it, even though it
would mean more crowded. This is literally my favorite place to visit, so it it means getting a
concession to improve it's amenities, I'm for it. But also see the downsides (racoons, damage
to nature, etc.)

Love Marina and docks.

| prefer the rustic level of development to better balance preservation of the ecosystem with
visitors

This option | feel is the most equitable, providing access for most people (hopefully with a
concessionaire that supports underserved communities) , the other options will only allow
those with access to boats to enjoy the island and nature.

The public is flaky and tastes change in "tourism". To create a lot of expensive improvements
to the park, and then have another concessionaire run the business into the ground and then
abandon it, would result in even more spend in the future. The island's fragile water and septic
systems would be strained by an additional onslaught of visitors.

Less rustic, more crowded and greater impact on the natural environment sounds like the
opposite intent of preserving lands as State Parks.

If area tribes were interested in an educational program, | would be more supportive. As a
boater we enjoyed the natural beauty of Blake Island. The educational programming had been
pretty good 40-50 years ago but was not something that drew me to Blake Island. My company
used to bring corporate visitors to the Island for the whole boat ride, island, and salmon dinner
experience.

With careful vetting | think a new concession has great potential.
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3/19/2026 7:06 AM

3/18/2026 9:56 PM

3/18/2026 9:30 PM

3/18/2026 7:00 PM
3/18/2026 4:27 PM
3/18/2026 2:42 PM
3/18/2026 10:24 AM

3/18/2026 8:49 AM

3/18/2026 6:26 AM

3/18/2026 6:19 AM

3/17/2026 7:36 PM
3/17/2026 4:13 PM

3/17/2026 3:42 PM

3/17/2026 1:19 PM

3/17/2026 11:01 AM

3/17/2026 10:15 AM

3/17/2026 9:15 AM
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Like it, but costly and will be hard to find long term partners

| have serious concerns that a concession would be financially viable. | am also concerned
that any nod to the Native American history would be culturally appropriate.

This might be an okay option depending on the concession. Like that it updates the marina.
Would prefer something that limits the number of visitors and how long they are there to keep a
more rustic feel to the island.

short of Argosy agreeing to come back i think it would be tough to find a consession with the
boats to pay for multiple trips with visitors

| worry for the environmental impact and would love for some semblance of the wild places of
the Puget Sound to remain wild.

This makes the most sense and we look forward to better public access and casual amenities.
| worry about the overuse of the island
Commercial activity is problematic and not consistent with the parks character

| would prefer instead of concessionaire, that we have conversation with first nation peoples
about development and stewardship of the island with space for traditional ways learning,
experience and events.

I don't know that the conession idea will work over the long run

No! A large concession would ruin the “getaway from the urban environment “ experience close
to major urban centers

Too expensive and seems risky of a concessionaire is not identified.

Cruise ship passengers could visit Blake and end up paying for improvements via the
concessionaire. Again, why on earth would housing be needed for five (!) park aides? That is
waaay too expensive.

More people should experience Blake Island
Would love to see this much public access

The extra expense will not justify the limited advantage of having a consesion there. The
improvement to the marina is a huge benefit

We need this to happen. There are few camping and rec near Seattle.

Really enjoyed the previous Tillicum Village educational experience. Need more access to the
general public and education on the indigenous history.

It is highly unlikely that a business or non-profit will opt to take this concession as they will be
required to rebuild or completely build a new facility (of a building they will not own) and also
pay fees to the State. And they will need to be responsible for transporting their own guests
and others, as well. It just seems like this is just not going to happen.

It is very unlikely that the state with find a concession partner.
again do not commercialize
Offsets some costs to Parks through cost-sharing and lease revenue.

5*****

No new concessions. If you do that it will destroy the Island. Pretty soon you will be building
houses for rich people.

Dredging is not a one and done item. Why did the previous concessionaire quit?
Good alternative that may be less expensive in the long term

May not be enough interest from public

Requiring a concessionaire limits long term future

No need for a food/store option. People aren't coming to the island for that.
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3/17/2026 8:34 AM
3/17/2026 5:29 AM

3/17/2026 12:16 AM

3/16/2026 6:15 PM

3/16/2026 5:39 PM

3/16/2026 5:18 PM
3/16/2026 5:16 PM
3/16/2026 4:27 PM
3/16/2026 3:57 PM

3/16/2026 2:42 PM
3/16/2026 1:44 PM

3/16/2026 1:35 PM
3/16/2026 1:27 PM

3/16/2026 1:26 PM
3/16/2026 1:25 PM
3/16/2026 1:19 PM

3/16/2026 1:14 PM
3/16/2026 1:03 PM

3/16/2026 12:36 PM

3/16/2026 12:36 PM
3/16/2026 11:49 AM
3/16/2026 11:43 AM
3/16/2026 11:05 AM
3/16/2026 10:40 AM

3/16/2026 10:21 AM
3/15/2026 9:13 PM
3/15/2026 7:06 PM
3/15/2026 5:33 PM
3/15/2026 4:25 PM
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Private financing from a concessionaire is unreliable, Argosy backed out so why try to do this
for profit? Nature is the draw...or put a Danbo troll on the island for a few years and fund the
whole project with state park ferry tickets lol

This seems unnecessary expensive and bad for the wildlife. There are plenty other places to
visit if you want more buildings etc. Like Vashon for example. Keep Blake island wild and
encourage people to travel by human powered means like kayak or sail boats.

There are too many commercial developments in the area alreafy. Tourists can take a ferry to
Bainbridge Island.

| would like to here the Sugamish Tribe's feelings...

This alternative has too many major financial and consession hurdles to be realistic. It
degrades the natural environment of which there is so little remaining. It does provide access
to the non-boating public. Concessionaires have not been successful in the past. Also not sure
how and how much it would benefit the local economy. There is no local economy on the island
as nobody but park staff lives on the island. Very few off island business would make much of
a profit. See #4 comments about environmental degradation etc.

Would love to see one of the tribes as the concessionaire and provide educational enrichment
for northwest visitors

Everyone does not own a boat or have access to one, a concessionaire providing boat service
would increase access to the island for hiking, camping, swimming...etc. Bring back Tillicum
Village, a program that is informative and respectful of the Puget Sound native tribes would be
a real educational plus to teach people about tribal traditions and way of life. The original grilled
a salmon butterflied like the natives did over Alderwood fires.

This is a state park, not Disneyland.

| like the idea of cost sharing with a concessionaire and the preservation/retrofit of Tillicum
village. Tillicum village could potentially turned into cabins as well.

With the size and many public access opportunities of our Puget Sound/Salish Sea, along with
many existing boat concessionaires based in and around Seattle (sunset dinner cruises, Lake
Washington, private party cruises, etc.), the opportunity for some time on the water and a meal
are numerous without huge public investment. There is a reason Argosy dropped its Blake
Island concession -- it wasn't practical in their "business model." And certainly wouldn't attract
a large tourist model concessonaire if they were required to invest millions in infrastructure
themselves to have an upscale dinner facility to be patronized primarily by tourists (out of
state tourists, most likely), crowding the island and discouraging rustic tent camping.
REMEMBER WHO YOUR PRIMARY STAKEHOLDERS ARE -- WE, THE RESIDENTS OF
WASHINGTON STATE, who own these parks and are the primary users.

Concessions are difficult.

Costly option that takes away the joy of the natural setting

| think this would be a good balance

| like the idea of keeping the current building. It seems wasteful to tear it down.

I think if you could get an RFP response to make it work, | think this makes a lot of sense
financially for the island

Love the ida that the park becomes more accessible to people who may not want to kayak or
boat to the island on their own

Bad for wildlife

Will Native American tribes benefit from the economy of this? If anybody does it seems like
they should. | don't favor the negative impacts on wildlife

The public-private idea is great! And the concern about crowding seems overblown - there is so
much space at that corner of the island that bringing crowds from Seattle would be seemingly
no problem. This is a gem of Washington State that should be more broadly broadcast &
marketed for more people to enjoy.

| am a a boater, and | bring family to the island frequently. While having a small vendor on the
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island might be nice, a place to get basic needs like TP/snacks/etc. but a major concession
project sounds like trouble.

It has always been a wonderful combination of easily accessible Indian cultural center and
rustic camping. My kids spent many a wonderful night there and always enjoyed the traditional
salmon dinner and dancing. Wonderful childhood experiences.

Best alternative! Addition of marina space creates less need for additional bouys. Need room
for more than 1 over 40 foot boat. Concession options need to keep in mind the states plan to
increase passenger ferries which is another potential route for day visitors. Maintain the old
buildings and promote as a wedding destination.

Previous concessionaire plan (Argosy) failed. No reason to think this plan is realistic. Other
opportunities exist for tourists to get out on the water.

If a good concessionaire can be found.

this is a tough one because | have many fond memories of taking guests to see the
performances and eat salmon dinner.

too much negative impact on nature experience. Too expensive
Looks way too costly
The chance for the show and salmon feast to return would be amazing!

Keep the park natural. Consession can be placed on close to development where cost is less.
Preserve wild places

potentially benefitial Concessionaire relationship as described. offset costs/ lease revenue

The worst of all worlds, and the least likely to succeed for the parks department OR the
concessionaire.

Too costly and environmentally damaging
This leads to ruin and certain lack of protection for the natural flora and fauna
Why? What is the upside?

Concession model is very risky and likely unsustainable, but involves high costs, barriers to
completion, and negatively impacts the natural environment. This location does not need this
level of development.

| like this approach as well as the #2. My only worry would be finding the concession
operators.

Dislike idea of re-development, dredging

Concern that marina upgrade expenditure will never happen leading to wait and see and die
outcome

This is the most accessible to me.
Gotta keep the Marina
Stay with option 2 unless/ until concessionaire is identified. Leave longhouse alone.

Concession is not a sustainable business on a remote island. This will lead to comprimises in
natural preservation, agrbage, food waste, construction impacts if they remodel. The list goes
on, this is a non-starter. Do not support this initiative.

Good to have, but maybe too much

The previous concession was phony.. The Natives portrayed were Northern or Canadian
Indians not Puget Sound natives. The native culture shown at Blake Island should be local.
Invite local tribes to present their culture.. Maybe a coalition of local Tribes. a

| have been to Blake Island once, taking the Argosy boat, hiking around the island and then

participating in the salmon dinner. It was fun, though "Tillicum Village" seemed a bit artificial.
My major objection is that | don't think it's realistic to find a concessionaire willing to gamble
(and share costs) on the project.
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Would need some type of public/private partnership to make it work and spread some of the
costs and ensure committment for the future

Complexity + expense

no good justification to spend what's required for this and risky to depend on private
partnerships. a la Argosy tours

Best access. Multi party participation (native, hospitality, maritime heritage, RBA, electric
boating) required for success.

Too much pressure on the economy system plus there are too many ways for the investment
to fail

Possibly too much impact on natural environment

The concession and education expands access to island to those not having private boats.
Education could expand to nature studies. And that leaves most of island still in wild state

Very convenient and more attractive to more people but hard to fund if we can't even fund new
ferries!

Best to have ways to have public visit. This is better
Best option.

I would like to see more access for urban kids to visit this gem of a state park. | have kayaked
over and camped on the west side of the island. Having lived in Seattle for 35 years | have
visited once. Boat only access keeps this island as a playground for the wealthy. We deserve
public access, let’'s partner with the county passenger ferry systems to provide access during
the spring, summer and fall. | would like to see a nonprofit environmental education focused
program on the island. What about partnering with a higher ed institute to provide a base for
marine biology research?

Would prefer the island to remain rustic, and focus on keeping the paths and campsites well
maintained

Better access for general public

Oonly needs money. Good to have handicapped access to such a nice marine environment.
Keep concessions in control of native interests.

Too commercialized. There are plenty of places the masses can already access.

Proposal depends on concessionaire to much and has potential for overuse of the island.
Proper state of the island should be a more natural setting

requiring a consessionaire is a non-starter. It's a nature park.

We enjoyed the convenience of Argosy'’s regularly scheduled transportation to the Island and
enjoyed hosting visitors for the Tillicum Village experience. But economic realities and
seasonal weather conditions limit the viability of a concession to create a profitable business
plan, given the cost of fuel, maintenance of the vessels and the buildings on the island,
personal costs and the seasonal nature of visitors to the island.

Blake Island with Indian village is a cultural landmark and is quintessential Seattle. | have
visited Tillicum Village since 1972 and strongly appreciate reverence to Native American
lifestyles. It is one of extremely rare sites that convey the way of life of our city’s ancestors. |
strongly support renovation.

The past few years have shown that a non-concession environment on Blake Island is
preferable due to limited marina space and environmental impacts of tourist attraction build-
out.

I really miss Tilikum Village and would love to see something like this return. However, | defer
to the tribes!

This is a better idea that 1 or 2 but doesn’'t seem like it would feel authentic.

| don't mind the impacts since it would open access to more residents and visitors. But it's
risky to find the right private partner.
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A balance between rustic and development is key. Allow a joint collaboration of tribes to invest
and manage the concessions, so that their history in the Salish sea can be shared. The re-
make of the waterfront along Alskan Way proves how popular how revitalizing an asset will
bring plenty of folks to the island to experience an island state park and it's rich history, all
within sidelines of downtown

If funding can be found, this is a reasonable compromise for usabilityand preservation.
Too much cost to make this work with no return on investments likely.

Still prefer #2 but this would make it easier for non boaters to enjoy the island.

Too much money.

This largely depends on an outside vendor. With wild waves closing it seems unlikely that a
company would be willing to make this investment

#3 would be interesting if funding found
While | like this option the best, finding an acceptable concession partner is unlikely.

Sell to Indians with stipulation that public can use as park, they could open a casino which
would be a huge draw for locals and cruise ship industrye

This seems like too much, but the possibility renewing the island as a tourist draw is intriguing.

| would prefer to protect the environment
too commercial/ Insults the land and Island's history

This basically seems to be the status quo (or status quo from a few years back), which
seemed to work well.

Like the ADA compliance aspect to this plan (this could be added to Option 2) but am
concerned about the presence of a large concessionaire and loss of rustic experience.

TILLICUM VILLAGE IS A SMALL AREA OF THE ISLAND, WHICH IS ALREADY NATURAL.

Unfortunately expensive but would make our being able to visit much more likely. My top
choice.

My family often took visitors from the US and around the world on the Argosy excursion. It
was a great way to take people out on the water and to a beautiful place. The salmon bake
was delicious and the entertainment memorable. Please establish this again.

Go to the Big Wheel instead
Too high impact for the park

Includes plan for wider demographic of users and continued, positive educational experiences
at the existing longhouse

| like that there would be a way for non-boaters to have access. Balance to protect the island’s
natural env't is key. Sizing of new buildings/concession also key to the balance.

too many people on such a tiny island
I'd rather have option 1 and go rustic that go back to the way it was with the high traffic.
Too commercial.

Same comments as before on marina. | loved Tillicum Village but understand that at best, it's
a seasonal operation. Probably would need State subsidies to attract a new vendor.

Let the tribes decide.

The status of the natural environment of this precious place must be primary. Any alternative
that poses threats to wildlife and shorelines ought to be rejected.

More like it was which worked. And wanting nice to see apec or bring your relatives for a
salmon dinner

| doubt whether a concessionaire could be found to make this a profitable endevor based on
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the past.
| like the idea of a seasonal store/pub, but not a large fancy business

Consessionaires probably won't maintain the integrity of the island at the same level as the
State. Consessionaires are profit motivated and will not have the same concerns for
maintaining or limiting costs and access to the public. Private businesses have no place within
the state park system.

Tillicum village hass been a foundational cornerstone of Seattle’s unique cultural heritage and
a major tourist attraction for over 60 years. Our state should preserve and reactivate this
incredible resource. Blake island is currently only accessible mostly to the wealthy who can
afford private craft. A concession would allow everyone to have better access to this punlic
park and would provide Seattle city residents a car-free destination for enjoying nature.

Not consistent with natural island environment. Dinner and show function can happen
elsewhere. Let's keep the island natural and special.

Also sounds fun, unless it's crowded.

No marina enhancements. They can park boats off shore and paddle in. This should NOT be a
Commercial location.

The existing buildings, at least were, lovely. My family & | enjoyed many dinners & shows
there, both on Argosy & on our own. Some sort of artists retreat so the buildings &
acknowledgement of the importance of the island in Native tradition, at the bare minimum, is
important.

negative impacts on wildlife
Unlikely to succeed.
Seems to maximize the use of the island.

Look into whether any tribes would want to be involved. This could be a uniqgue PNW attraction
with the right partner.

| took this Tillicum Village tour with Argosy in 2019 and thoroughly enjoyed it. | would love to
see it continued but am aware of the financial and environmental challenges associated with
that plan. | also wouldn't want to see much more development of the state park.

This is really only acceptable if the concessionaire is Indigenous Coast Salish, and continues
the theme of educating the public and sharing their culture. Otherwise, the idea of a private
concessionaire profitting on public land is icky. And interferes with the natural environment.

| don't actually hate this option, but | don't think trying to revive the Tillacum Village experience
is a good idea. The "entertainment” felt stereotyped and unauthentic, and the food was
mediocre. Lastly, spending this kind of money feels wrong; there are way more important
needs.

| like that this option would give the general public easier access. | don't love the impact on the
natural state of the island.

Cost sharing is helpful. The cruise ship customers should help pay for it.

A commercial enterprise of this sort puts too much monetary pressure on having a constant
flow of visitors who are willing to spend money, potentially devoting too much attention and
resources on the concession, and not enough on maintenance of the natural environment and
wildlife of Blake Island.

Counting on commercial entities that will put the park in the same predicament as it is in now.

This would be a nice upgrade and provide a local adventure for those who visit and/or who live
in the area.lt could create a wonderful day trip for Seattle schools.Many who live near the sea
never experience the thrill of a boat trip to an isolated island.

We have shops & restaurants everywhere, let's please keep this one lovely place more wild
and less developed

money money money--nope!
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this is nice because non-boaters can visit the island and have a bit to eat while enjoying the
island.

4

There must be a middle ground that supports a proper marina, allowing for public and private
boaters to access. After reading this proposal | favor option 2 more, with providing rustic
essentials. But | believe any actions taken must be through the lens of responsible recreation
within a marine environment while preserving cultural and historical significance. This doesnt
mean we need massive programing, but intrprative integration could be a good option.
Essentials like marina improvement, comfort station improvement, camp sites, trail
improvement, cultural enhancements like interpretive experiences on trail or small museum w/
1 or 2 staff, fee based should be prioritized

What do the tribes want?
No need for concession.

The most important thing is access by those who don't own a private boat and that there are
reasonable amenities when they arrive. Some. good food, beverages, clean bathrooms and
showers.

Acceptable for an Indigenous Tribe to create a small museum or monument to educate the
public of their history and culture.

What make Blake a big draw was the Tillicum show and salmon dinner. A simple concession
won't be near as popular.

This is sort of the “no change” alternative, just with better facilities. If you can find a
concessionaire, that improves public accessibility. Otherwise, it’s just a playground for the
wealthy.

Allows better public use for those who do not have boats. Keep option open if a concessionaire
conn no rs forward. Why the expensive staff housing?

Well, well--I'm putting nature back, we humans don't have to go every place.

What | enjoyed about Tillicum Village is in a natural environment is expressed the indigenous
people’s culture in a natural setting. It highlighted there culture in the northwest . | would not
want a concessionaire the didn’t highlight the culture. Otherwise | wouldn’t be for this.

Keep the experience focused on boating, hiking the trails and camping. Nothing fancy.

adding concessions to alternative 2 is fine. But reduce park building, add park information
board; use renewal staff quarters, eg yurts or other type of housing. Use current method for
part thunder boat parking and traversing to shore.

Really enjoyed the old Tillicum Village experience. We no longer have access to a boat so |
would love a way to get to the island. It seemed appropriate to have an Indian focused
program. Could the parks department partner with local tribes to both encourage their historical
ties and educate the rest of us to be better stewards of such a natural place? Just an idea.

Access & education, with more cost.
Why spend money when only accessible by boat. Sell it to the Suguamish Tribe.
| enjoyed my visit to Tillicum Village years ago, but it's time has passed.

Other WA State agencies, such as WDFW, RCO, and SRF Board are spending millions in
habitat restoration and grants precisely for these critical habitats, especially for the extremely
over-developed areas in central Puget Sound. WA St. Parks should not invest in uncertain
usage by a private company that also has environmentally damaging consequences. Beach-
landing vessels can access the island for non-boaters. | support accessibility to the island, but
not at significant financial and environmental costs. Investment in increasing visitation to this
critical habitat is in direct opposition to other state investments and makes no sense in view of
the need for restoration of critical salmon habitat along with other Pacific Northwest fish and
wildlife.

Give it back to the Indigenous peoples

| question how realistic it is to find a concessionaire to work with Parks. if Tillicum Village
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couldn't make it, why would you expect someone else to succeed?

Yikes, too expensive my friends! Blake island doesn’'t need to be turned into a (future failed)
tourist trap with crummy concessions.

Tillicum Village has a challenging history of cultural appropriation. This alternative has too
much development

Too hard and expensive to maintain
Worried about environment & wildlife
Too commercial. Keep it "park-like"

Like it if and ONLY IF costs are kept low.
This is mostly for out of town tourists

Blake Island should not be threatened by development to give people an experience. Why
does every green space need to be drooled over as a money making opportunity?

| like that this option provides access to the majority of people in the state who do not own
boats.

Contingent on finding a vendor.

It is worth trying to accomplish Alternative 3 "Concession." Please add the additional moorings
to Alternative 3.

| will rate both option 3 and 4 as one star, but if there were a zero, | would rate option 2 as a
zero. Half measures are never fully successful. The likelihood of attracting a concessionaire to
option 2 is minimal which means the most likely outcome is to spend tens of millions so that
the few rich pleasure boat owners can have another stop along the landscape of the Sound.
Let's now waste our taxes by building something for which no businesses will come and
therefore providing new facilities not for the general public to enjoy but for the probable use of
only those in the upper middle class and the upper class.

Really terrible idea. We should not encourage commercialization of Blake Island. One of it's
best characteristics is how "remote" and "natural” it is, while being just a few miles from dense
urban areas.

This plan puts a lot of control in the hands of a private company, and requires significant
investment.

Expanding public access to nature close to Seattle is highly desirable, especially with more
options for getting to the island. If a viable concessionaire could be found, Tilicum village could
be a cultural and educational staple of the Puget Sound community in the future. Bring people
in so they want to protect our natural and cultural heritage!

Totally unattainable & unsustainable

While there is clearly a desire for recreational access in Washington’s natural areas, in recent
years it has become apparent that recreational impacts are significant and in many cases
severely degrade natural resources. Washington State Parks should be in the business of
responsibly managing recreation on natural landscapes, not facilitating elaborate programming
or seeking to satisfy an insatiable demand for ever more heavy use of natural areas.

This would be my 2nd choice. | don't think the structure needs to be the scale of the old
Tillicum Village. A rustic indoor space for meetings or getting out of the rain would suffice.

Tillicum Village was a tremendous attaction - both educational and enjoyable. Something
similar, with the rest of the island available for camping and hiking would be the best plan.

Continues allowing everyone to know our island

We can't afford it. Why not create a kayak tour concession in Manchester State park instead
that would allow access to the island?

While | think the public access is best in this option, | think the second option (rustic retreat)
does a better job of balancing the needs of the environment and public access.

This money should be used to maintain other parks
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| like this idea, if the appropriate concession vendor could be identified in the RFP process. An
indigenous led/owned entity would need to be priorized. Something like the Quileute tribe's
oceanside resort that is a blend of rustic and accessible, that also brings in revenue for the
tribe. Would the state pay for the marina dredging or is that the responsibility of the
concession?

No, no, no to commercial development. Commercial viability is already questionable, and
Parks shouldn't be investing heavily and speculatively. Returns on cost are likely overstated
under this option. Rather than attracting more visitors, attract fewer so the character of option
1 - natural, environmentally restorative - is the goal.

If this is the only way to get the funding for the marina, then it should be pursued. However, |
prefer keeping the island rustic w/out a tour company.

This option seems the least realistic in terms of both managing the marina refurbishing and
upgrade while also making the economics appealing to a concession partner. | would actually
prefer some approach where the concession is a much lighter footpring, perhaps repurposing
the Tillicum longhouse as a museum or open recreational space rather than as a commercial
business.

2
Good improvements on the existing experience.
Even higher cost (there goes the new income tax money)!!

Like it but feels like we always sell our public lands short. The concession will likely be some
BS sysco food rather than something special....

This sounds depressing. let’s Kill wildlife and then eat it like an Indian. yuk. not very honorable
to eithdr wildlife or indigenous people.

Need more info on raccoon problem. Never got to do the salmon bake experience there, but
would like to. Would like to see financial projections and see what input the local tribal Indians
have.

| like the idea of investment, but | like this being a park and campground run by the state.
Involving a for profit business has some negative potential.

worry about public funds being used to appeal and attract a concenssionare that might not
actually pay off

First, I'd hate to see the buildings removed. | do not know the condition they are in, but loved
the rustic look. No new, modern buildings. Simple camping, or day use, but unless the
Suquamish wish to provide authentic, educational events, maybe with demonstrations of arts,
cooking, music, then no other concessions. Please no lodging. This would distract from the
natural setting, and once again create an environment for the wealthy. Beach walks, hiking
trails, and nature only.

Was very nice when it was working
Only thing to like about this proposal is reliable transportation
more visitors isn't a plus, if it's low quality tourism.

| think having concessions could potentially offset the costs. Especially if a strong operator is
identified.

Too expensive. The buildings detract from the natural setting. People can find plenty of
buildings with entertainment in nearby urban centers.

| would LOVE this idea if it was operated by the tribes after the state returns this land to them.

Dislike that this will bring crowds and affect the natural habitat a lot. | really hope you're taking
into account what local tribes (original stewards) would hope for this island.

Prefer far less development. | like that there is more *public* access, versus private boat
access, but would prefer no more development that favors humans instead of nature

Sounds Cost prohibitive. Additional money in lease doesn’t make up for overcrowding.
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Let’s leave this natural beauty unsullied.
Important to have tribal history and culture highlighted
There should be a foot ferry option from West Seattle

The concession approach probably won't pencil out. But maybe consider seasonal snack bar
type of thing.

Opens accessibility to more, this the most equitable option

I grew up in the area, but only went to Blake Island a few times because it was too expensive
(both the boat ride and the concessions). The economy can be stimulated in others ways and
at other parks that don't require an expensive boat trip to get to.

Commercializing the island isn't appealing
Needs to be back to what it was!
better than alternative 4

This seems like a great way to preserve the island, maintain boat recreation and provide
access for others.

Most beneficial to the public
| hate the idea of more people on Blake Island

Too many obstacles. The marina itself is a huge cost. Finding vendors sounds problematic.
And | prefer the less crowded more rustic vibe.

I doubt there will be a concessionaire who can make it profitable.

Tough one. | have been to Tillicum Village many times and never tired of it. It was the one
"touristy" thing that | always went on with visitors. Tillicum was the draw. | would *love* if that
experience could be replicated elsewhere, which would make this scenario a no-go.

I love this idea if it can be made to work! Blake Island is amazing and should be accessible to
everyone who wants to go!

Fine people who feed/disturb wildlife. Can Parks have sponsors who pay for Marina and have it
named for them? Like Lumen Field?

Alternative does not comply with State Historic Preservation Act.
There may be synergy possibilities with mosquito fleet expansion

Let’s in more people, which is ok and helps campers without a boat, but | prefer the natural
state.

Privatization and concessionaires have not worked out very well for the national park system,
but maybe it will work for you???

okay, this one feels like waaaaaay too much

Love educational entertainment programming. Provides revenue from tourists and locals alike.
Will there be more people? Welcome to Seattle, there are too many people everywhere. Focus
should be restricted to Native American history, tradition and should bolster local tribes
financially. Why not add a rustic resort too? If the argument is that the marina is expensive,
then create a source of funding to pay for it. Tilicum village plus foot ferry plus rustic lodging.
Add a museum and additional dining options. Win.

Provides the most access to the island. Maintains a larger draw of visitors.

This is the option that gives the most people access to this resource. In far south sound there
are plenty of untouched islands that fulfill that need.

Working towards a strong public-private partnership may allow the greatest access to the
island, for people who want to do a variety of things, without overtaxing the environment. Fun
and nature-friendly alternative.

too complicated, and an unnatural experience

16/ 38

3/12/2026 12:35 PM
3/12/2026 12:35 PM
3/12/2026 12:33 PM
3/12/2026 12:26 PM

3/12/2026 12:25 PM

3/12/2026 12:21 PM

3/12/2026 12:19 PM
3/12/2026 12:18 PM
3/12/2026 12:15 PM
3/12/2026 12:10 PM

3/12/2026 12:05 PM
3/12/2026 12:02 PM
3/12/2026 12:01 PM

3/12/2026 11:50 AM

3/12/2026 11:48 AM

3/12/2026 11:42 AM

3/12/2026 11:39 AM

3/12/2026 11:28 AM
3/12/2026 11:24 AM
3/12/2026 11:21 AM

3/12/2026 11:20 AM

3/12/2026 11:11 AM
3/12/2026 11:10 AM

3/12/2026 11:08 AM
3/12/2026 11:06 AM

3/12/2026 11:05 AM

3/12/2026 11:05 AM



362
363
364
365
366

367
368

369
370

371
372
373

374
375
376
377
378

379

380

381
382

383

384

385

386

387

388
389

Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

it is essential to provide floating docks due to large tidal swing

| like Tillicum village but worry that continued use may not be viable.
Too commercial

Not everybody has a boat!! Make it easier for the elderly to visit.

| think this is probably the best option if it can be financed and is commercially viable. As a
boater, more limited access to the park would be nice, but having some viable way for non-

boaters to access the park seems proper for a public park, particularly one so close to Seattle.

The direct environmental impact seems limited to the already-developed portion of the site.
Concessionaires seem to have a spotty track record of success in the state

I'd rather the additional funding required here be directed to popular state parks that could use
more funding for infrastructure and maintenance.

2

The only commercial experience I'd be interested in (or if the Parks could offer it) would be a
chance to see better stars at night. Either a dark sky space or telescopes set up.

More people is going to be bad for the island
yes, promote visitors

It would bring too many people to the island which would cause more problems. Lake Island
would lose that serene feeling.

Balancing shared costs with increased impact seems to be the thing here.
Privatization of the park is generally of lower quality than professional park staff.
Concerned about the negative impacts on wildlife and environment.

It was most memorable when the Salish tribe dinner and show ran the concession.

Long term concessionaire concerns and maintaining private enterprise on the island will
degrade the natural beauty

It's a great option to keep the spirit of the island alive. Maybe too ambitious, could not
something similar be done at a smaller scale?

| do like how isolated Blake Island is, but if public/private partnership can keep it open and
bring more people there, I'm all in.

I'm said | missed the previous experience. This would be an amazing second chance.

neutral approach, close proximity to population center makes sense to prioritize education vs
preservation

| have concerns about concessionaires' impact on the environment of Blake Island. The right
contract could provide a mutually beneficial experience overall, but care would have to be
taken for the experience to be minimally disruptive and culturally sensitive.

Love more options on island. Enjoyed the previous cafe

Blake Island is a gem we have enjoyed and gone to in our boat for 40 years and camped on
the island in our tent. We like it just the way it is now.

The second best option. Negatives would be less natural beauty and more crowds. But better
than doing nothing and leaving the island to have near-zero access.

This is something that does not exist anywhere else | have ever been. We should work with
local tribes to collaboratively fund this jewel of a public asset. They should be intimately
involved in the design of the exhibits and lessons and we should ask them to help fund it as
well .

No! Please no!

| vote for preserving nature as much as possible but am in favor of easy access for day-visits.

Why not start a ferry service similar to what exists for Jetty Island in Everett?
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We do not need to commercialize the island.

This brings back the glory days of the park for tourists and locals
It's better than 1 but the island will loose part of what it is

No, no, no.

Horrible for natural ecology of island.

| prefer rustic to concession .. a balance between accessibility and maintaining a get away
where wilderness can be experienced for mental health... A tenant of wilderness is solitude

These concession operators usually attract people who want a party experience and not nature
lovers. The bigger boats required in this option will put bigger demands on the marina
infrastructure

Commercial transportation must be available, financially approachable for all, and practical for
camping visitors for this option to be acceptable.

Will destroy everything that makes Blake Island special.
Partner with local tribes to provide a better experience for all
| think this would ruin a lot of aspects of Blake Island

While [ like the idea of increasing activities and amenities on the island, this option means a
lack of serenity and preservation of the natural habitat. Would require conditional access and
management of guest activities

The natural look of blake island is a major appeal. Maybe adding more campsites could off set
the increased visitation...

I think that this will lead to overcrowding and put the environment and recreational visitors at
more risk. | think low-impact recreational visits ie camping are important and that a tourism-
focused recreational goal will lead to higher impacts on the environment.

Please no.

Having used the boys, marina and beaches for stays on Blake | don't think that having another
concessionaire would over crowd the island, since that was not our experience in the past. The
rustic camping was fun and somewhat exciting being so close to Seattle. It sounds as if you
are expecting the dressing and marina upgrades to be troublesome from both a money respect
and permitting aspect. If that's already a known that is too large an obstacle then other ideas
should not be entertained involving a marina. But we would miss it being there, as well as the
pump out!

| struggle to find reasons to spend money on “‘improvements” and expansions of human
infrastructure in one of the last wild-ish places around Seattle.

Undoubtedly over priced and over crowded

I would prefer parks spend $$ on operational budgets or small improvements to existing State
Parks rather than a large rebuild of the marina

Concessions would be nice
I think the high traffic would kill the vibe of the island.
Please do this. So many memories

| would support this option if it is in line with the wants and needs of the Tribe. | am not in favor
of intense visitation that could negatively impact the natural resources on the Island. It will
also lose it's rustic appeal

Nature first! So, not a single tree should be cut down.

If costs are too high for Alternative 2, then this option would be best as keeping Blake Island
accessible to the public to use is most important. This island is a haven for many
boaters/campers in the area and should not be discarded due to challenges to maintain it. Our
state is unique in that it does have so many natural retreats close to urban areas we should be
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investing our taxes in the park system and maintaining these retreats rather than wasting the
money on trying to keep the public spaces in a "natural state" by removing the necessary
structure for boaters/campers that will continue to use this island and therefore have a
negative impact on it's beauty by trashing it, literally. It is a state park, meaning it should be
accessible to the public and maintained for public use. If this option is best for the park
system to maintain it due to the revenue that is made through concessions, then this option is
better than pretending it will be less expensive to remove the marina and ignore it, leaving it to
be an even bigger problem to maintain it's "natural state” and making it inaccessible to the
public.

we have enough moderately developed places to visit already, don't need to further develop
this place and take it away from wildlife

High visitation isn't necessary, please leave it as a quiet nature reserve
This would be my ideal solution.
As our population grows we need more places to explore.

Eh. It seems like an expensive investment for Washington State Parks when other parks are
talking about closing. I'm not sure how many people will visit, due to the accessibility
challenges, and a large investment like this requires large visitor numbers for it to be
worthwhile

Prefer a more natural getaway.
Encourage the concessionaire through RFP process to educate on Native Americans
Budget timelines concerns

Brings us back to what we once had. | had many fond memories there as a child. And would
like future generations to have the opportunity for similar memories. These experiences and
spaces like this seem to becoming obsolete and it also seems like people are realizing this
isn't what we want as a society. We yearn for community and experiences and connection and
Blake island was a perfect day/half day trip. A getaway without a stay away!

Might as well tale advantage of the historical use and find a new concessionaire.

Would be a good opportunity to provide more recreation opportunities to residents

If it helps keep the marina open, | would accept it but the park will be less fun to visit by boat
Allows the highest number of people to enjoy the park

More accessible and educational for greater number of people. Guidelines can keep it from
being overcrowded. Native tribes: take the lead on this!

Give land to a tribal consortium

What do the indigenous people think? We could just give them their land back...
State asset geared to out of state tourists is counterintuitive

Prioritize habitat for wildlife over humans.

Cost

This island needs to be accessible to all.

| am supportive of this alternative as it improves access to the island to non-boat owners and
their crew.

This alternative could work, given that the concessionaire would be responsible for demolition
of existing buildings and maintenance of a new one. However, | don't care for the idea of a
huge building in its place.

Now you're talking. But make it a 5 star dining experience coupled with nature!

Please include boaters and yacht clubs for what they would like to see and what types of
concessions. If there was a rustic outside restaurant with seafood and especially
oysters/shellfish from the local fisherman groups, folks would flock. Think Westcott on San
Juan island.
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In favor of a continued marina

waiting to find an available concessionaire would delay the projects. are there any indications
that concessionaires are interested in Blake Island?

| dislike the commercial aspect, too many people
Be sure to keep the marina

Preference for concessionnaire should go to an indigenous-led initiative to improve upon
previous Tilicum Village offerings & continue to prioritize indigenous community & culture

| think alternative plan is the better approach.

As | recall, the previous salmon dinner visitors didn't impact the environment very much and
stayed in the concession area, so that would be the kind of concession that would possibly
work.

Finding a concessionaire has proven difficult

The marketplace will shun this option with prejudice

| think difficult to find a concessionaire to take this on, and makes it too busy.
I loved Tillicum as a girl but that time has passed.

Again should probably be run in conjunction or handed over to Kitsap County. It is an important
part of our heritage that should not be only accessible from Seattle by the public.

Do hard things. Stop being lazy!!
Worth it for sure! Stays a destination

This option adds the cost and complication of bringing more visitors to the island with minimal
improvement in attractions and activities on the island. The minimal tourist attractions and
activities resulted in the failure of the previous concession.

Back to nature should be the future for this park, and a return to tourism would be a step back
in the conservation efforts and ecological restoration efforts that should hold precedence.
Tillicum village is a step back, and to return to tourism is to collude with the same schemes
that are brutalizing the Salish Sea and the living world in our region. Please, please allow this
spectacular place an opportunity to flourish by setting aside this option and returning the park
to nature. Option 1, and only option one.

Alternative 3 over the prior 2. | like the idea of keeping the building and leasing it out. | like
what Alternative 2 offers with docks and hope that's the same vision for Alternative #3.

| doubt a viable commercial operation can be sustained on the island.

If | want a natural park experience, | will go farther than right across the sound from Seattle. |
really loved the native history demonstration of Tillicum Village.

Tillicum village was great for all sorts of people of all ages. School trips especially. Support
something similar

A public-private partnership would improve access, yet retain the wonderful undeveloped rest
of the island for connecting with nature.

This would take away from this very special place and make it too crowded
Don't love the idea of making the island overcrowded.

Status Quo is better than nothing, and somehow less costly...

Seems like a long shot to find a concessionaire.

| think this is a good option if an appropriate concessionaire can be found. While Tillicum
Village struggled near the end, for many years it was highlight for visitors to Seattle. Nowhere
else can tourists get a boat ride to visit a lovely rustic island and learning about Native
American heritage.

Love the public moorage, could take or leave the concessions.
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While the financial benefits of this arrangement may be appealing, the overcrowding that would
result would negate much of the appeal of visiting the island.

There are many people who would love to visit Blake Island that don’t have access to a boat.
This opens the viewing possibilities. Having tied up in the small marina harbor many times |
realize there are an abundance of visitors during the day, but they leave and a quiet island is
available when the concession boat finishes its final run.

I would like to see you work with the tribes on this and see if they have ideas that might work
for presenting an educational program on their culture which is one of the corner stones of our
local culture.

Bringing more camersel to the island will be bad and cost more expesualy with ada compliance
most boaters have to crawl on a boat so ada would not matter on the island

| believe the Long House needs to be preserved.

Like the increased accessibility for the Park so more Seattle-ites will be able to enjoy the park
Blake Island is a wonderful resource that would be nice to share with non boating community.
No concessions please.

Still need buoy improvements. | like the idea of a tribal partnership for the concession to
inlcude interactive edcuational opportunity about local indegenous tribes.

This would ruin the whole vibe of the island.

Are there any companies interested in running tour boats?

| don't believe a concessionaire will be viable.

This alternative was tried before the vendor could not make any money.
You had me at "cost sharing"”.

Gives those without a boat access, is a tourist draw for seattle and surrounds, the island d is
big enough to a. Omisate my re bhisitors

It doesn'’t actually seem feasible, but it's a nice dream
1
Focus on marina and boaters.

Too much new development. Retaining the moorage and removing the existing commercial
structures in a step for the future while not ruling out a different solution in decades ahead.

2. There are many nice places to visit on Ferries already. It doesn’t seem like a good time to
be investing this much money in dredging and updating this marina.

| think being able to offset economic costs to State Parks is sensible and preferred, despite
the added complications of securing a concessionaire. The Tillicum Village buildings are
formidable infrastructure that bestow a unique opportunity to educate visitors about indigenous
culture, and | hope that's fully utilized again moving forward.

Totally neutral on concessions. It would be good to have this have specific time of day
restrictions so that the marina and park areas could have predictability and quiet most
evenings and mornings (perhaps 1 evening/week could be for concessions).

an option to look at further....

This seems about like what we have now. | think the concessionaire if a tourist attraction is
valuable to the region. It enables to visit and learn and expereince many aspects of nature and
life in the PNW including our important Native heritage and history.

Blake island is a unique park, it should be accessible to Washington citizens.
Don't turn the island into a theme park.
This would be too crowded and impact the wildlife.

As a tourist attraction my impression was that there was little impact on the island negatively.
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If managed properly, it would be a good offset to marina and local asset expenses.

Prefer Alternative 2...but would be ok with this Alt 3. Alt 1 is a horrible idea and unacceptable,
since it removes the ability for people to enjoy it.

This is a a half-way solution. If we are going this far, we should go to option 4.

See my comments on #2 how we need something between these two options. | do not believe
you will find a concessionaire who won't ruin this place. | think your process will force you to to
choose between bad options. Parks should run it.

If an acceptable concessionaire can be found, the increase in public access for non-boaters
would be valuable as well and the additional resources would help with needed improvements
and ongoing maintenance costs.

Another great idea.

Second best option. Best is choice 1 and if you don’t want a nature preserve might as well
open it to all tourism

The island should be kept "natural”, not commercial. A profit motivated concessionaire will
make the island an attraction that will bring too many people to the island at one time. It will be
overrun.

Our state parks should not be used for commercial endeavors. A partnership with tribes for a
museum or cultural center would be interesting. A private enterprise - no.

This would cause over crowding

Blake Island is a jewel in the Pacific Northwest crown. Its natural beauty makes it special.
There are many opportunities for those wishing for some sort of entertainment. Keep Blake
Island’s natural beauty for those of us who enjoy observing wildlife, the shores, beaches and
trails.

similar to past park experience that had some crouding impacts to the park.
Don't ruin this place

| prefer to keep the marina. To be honest, It is AMAZING right now, because it feels like we
have it all to ourselves. This is our local option of the state parks of the San Juans, BUT, if it
is the only way to keep the marina. then why wouldn't we want visitors and locals to just buy a
ticket and come to visit the island? Camping also must remain.

| liked the tillicum experience with the dinner etc... if you wanted more rustic experience you
can sail and Moor/anchor off west side and camp in woods - plenty rustic... we loved sailing
there as campfire Camp Sealth campers in 80s-

I'm torn between this and the previous plan as the disadvantages do seem real. That said, in
the current economic environment, | do think having a concessionaire help with costs will
make these projects more likely.

We need slips to provide moorage for family boats up to 36 feet.

| am not opposed to a concessionaire that meets the requirements above, however it is not
necessary unless it is the only way to finance the expanded access for boaters

Many of us who visit the island regularly appreciate the more natural experience. | feel that we
take good care of the island, | don't see that happening with a concessionaire bringing
boatloads of people.

Try to get Blake Island back to what it was like 25 years ago.
Vendors would only cheapen the experience and beauty of Blake Island.

| think part of the draw of the island is its remoteness and concessions may jeopardize that.
There are plenty of options like Bainbridge to moor and shop at.

There are plenty of other places to go in the Salish sea by boat for more amenities. Blake
Island is unique in its rustic appeal for all types of boaters, such a stark contrast so close to
the city. | prefer maintaining the marina, docks, campsites, bouys but otherwise keeping it as
untouched as possible
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the beauty of nature should be the main attraction at our parks
Commercial lease? tour boats coming and going? Goes against the grain of the natural feel.

Best option, but if there is no compromise with the private vendor to make it a viable business,
we must go a different route.

while it would be cool to have the concession open again, and | think that was a plan 3 years
ago, but I think it would disrupt the character of the park. Trash and waste handling would be a
significant problem

It's a public park and treasure. It needs this level of public access and education. As
progressives we must take action to change the permitting process, it is excessive.

Preserve public access for all preferred
Makes more sense

Hope Tillicum service can be restored which is one of my favorite memories of the island. Also
passenger service would allow me to join boating gathering since | don't have a boat.

| don't like the idea of the visitor trafffic this adds and it there needs to be conversation with
the tribes who used the island to give them an option to run concessions.

| prefer the rustic option, less people, less intrusion yet more moorage... | think this 3rd option
ends up ruining the experience and the island as a whole.

Is concessionaire version even viable?
It depends on what "concessions" that are offered.
There is no need for consessions if no commerial boating trips are used.

Get rid of the Tillimuk building. No concessions. They never work in the long run. The building
is too run down and neglected

It doesn't get me excited about visiting. Crowding sounds most undesirable.
| wouldn't want it to get too busy.

Great idea for expanded revenue. It would be nice to have more marina slips, and a place to
get some food. And the lease would help raise some money.

This model wasn't sustainable in the past .. or it would still be in operation. However if could be
accomplished | would prefer it to option 1 and 4

| like the concept but prefer the rustic nature of the island to an overly commercial one.

The con arguments are weak. Tillicum/argosy experience was an expensive ticket so don't
expect something like that to broaden your user demographics. Perhaps some kind of learning
center for children? What creative idea can come together to honor the native peoples? Has
the state of WA reached out to any indigenous associations

Far better than opt 1. It's good to allow people without boats to go there but it should be to
enjoy the nature. Trillium village was great but a more commercialized concession not so great

| generally support Alternative 2 in concept, particularly upgrading and maintaining the marina
and dredging to preserve safe recreational access, as well as improving ADA accessibility.
However, | do not support adding commercial access. If the stated goal is to limit
environmental and wildlife disturbance, introducing new commercial activity and increased
visitation runs counter to that objective. | do support demolishing the former
concessions/entertainment building. Its past failure shows it was not economically viable, and
rebuilding a commercial structure that is unlikely to succeed does not make sense. A better
approach would be to remove that building and allow for modest expansion of low-impact uses
such as tent camping. This would maintain the marina in its current recreational role, preserve
public access, and minimize disturbance to wildlife while keeping changes small and
appropriate for the island

Public access for boaters and non-boaters is valuable. Some facilities on island is a good idea.
The higher level of activity is limited to a small part of the island.

2
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This option seems most in-line with the historical Blake Island offering prior to the pandemic,
and should be the default option.

A thoughtfully managed concession on Blake Island provides the financial stability and visitor
services needed to keep the island healthy, safe, and accessible—without sacrificing its
natural character. Concessions generate predictable revenue that directly supports
maintenance of trails, restrooms, moorage, and emergency services, reducing the burden on
limited state budgets. They also offer essential amenities—food, rentals, guided experiences—
that make the island more welcoming to families, first-time visitors, and those without
specialized gear. When designed at an appropriate scale, a concession becomes a
stewardship partner: enhancing access, funding preservation, and ensuring that Blake Island
remains a vibrant, well-maintained marine park for everyone

| like this option as it appears to be the only one that might keep the original buildings. | think
historical preservation is important.

It is a state asset and should be managed by the state

Why go to the expense and the work to reconfigure the marina? The State can limit the
concessionaire's use so the natural environment will not be negatively impact to a greater
extent.

Any alternative to increase access should also include additional buoys. Better for the ecology
and with a dock, expanded access to the island resource.

More buoys
Love it

Having it become a tourist attraction again closer to a theme park would push all people eating
the natural environment to the moorings and anchorages on the west and south. There was
something amazingly special about going there during Covid a secluded park in the middle of a
busy industrial city, keep that! | do not want just another Seattle tourist attraction.

This is workable.
Sounds like getting a confession will be too hard to get.
Love the idea of bringing back the Northwest heritage experience!

I guess | still don't understand the need for dredging. As a boater for over 60 years |
understand tides and shallow water. Of commercial vessels draw too much water than put the
burden on the commercial operator to use shallow craft vessels. Not only has the racoons
been an issue the deer population has also been heavy at times. | suggest that a regulated
hunt be allowed by the tribed to cull back the over population of wildlife as needed.

My experience with these arrangements is that profit receives higher priority than user
experience

| think it's important for places like Blake Island to be available for those who cannot afford to
have their own boat to visit relatively easily.

It would depend on the type of concession. Not interested in a big thing that draws big crowds
or operates in the evening

neutral
Dislike it

Been waiting years for this to happen! Would be so awesome and allow so many more to enjoy
the island like before.

It keeps the marina and tilicom village but I'm worried if it is making it to touristy

More opportunities for people to visit that beautiful island would be my vote. A permanent
concession on the island would be great.

I've been going to Blake for 55 years and never had an issue with the non-boating public, even
thinking it's great that that option existed. Getting an operator could be difficult

Let the island return to its natural state as it has been for thousands of years. How can this
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even be a consideration? Gross
Concessions are always iffy-Yosemite?
More users allows the park more dollars to make easier to sustain and improve.

Terrible idea. We do not need commercial activities in state parks. This doesn’t align with the
natural character of the island

| don't like this, as it is too unpredictable, and too much is left to the "large concession”. This
could ruin the park as we know it.

This One.
| like the idea of building up the island so there's more to do there.

Of course | love that concession will help flip the bill but it is such a peaceful place and i'd
hate to see it become crowded

This is exactly what Blake Island needs.

Tourists can have plenty of choices for entertainment in Seattle. Blake Island is special
because it is a wilderness spot, one of the last in the area

The exhibits at Tillicum Village used to be a great experience
Layout of marina is not an improvement. Do not change it!
The beauty of the park is that it is not over crowded

No need for added concessions

good but tough to accomplish

I think given the history of Blake Island and its role as a natural space. This plan seems really
incongruent with that although it would offset cost bringing partnerships in that draws more
tourism Seems inconsistent with the values of doing what’s best for the ecology in nature of
the island even if that is offset by the educational programming there. The state wants to be
really forward, thinking borrowing the indigenous tradition of thinking for the next seven
generations less infrastructure and less commodification of that space is the value set that
should take priority

We visited the island often, but only after the village was shut down. If, big, if a tenent can be
found, this can be an amazing aveneu for people who don't own a boat or lack the motivation
or ability to travel by kayak to visit the island. This is exactly what WA parks is chartered to
do, show (in a safe and minimally impactful way) as many people the wonders of WA natural
beauty. Good luck team, we're pulling for you.

Get a new concessionaire

Stop trying to change Blake island. Leave it how it is now.

| dont want to see move development

Please keep public spaces public. Once Privatized things never go back to the public.

| like being able to give non-boaters access but not sure about the viability. Previous
concessions apparently couldn't make it what is different here.

Washington parks should be for everyone.
Your grade system sucks #4

No increase in concession stands and commercial activity. Such building will have permanent
negative environmental impacts, result in more costly waste to manage, and violate the nature
sanctity of the park. Simple is always better

See my alternative 2 comment. | only choose 4 stars as I'm on the fence about the
concession improvements.

I think this is the next best choice to option 2 in my opinion. It might at least be worth pursuing
looking for a leasee who would meet the requirements for the concession and not just try to
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commercialize the park

| think if you can get the tribes to commit to doing this; running what you have described
above, this is a great option. | also wouldn't want to the state to being paying the
concessionaire - they can and should be paid by the public and then they can build a business
plan to see things through. Once we get on the hook for the lease and the state has to pay
them, they're going to be raising rates every other year....

May overuse island infrastructure and environment, prohibitive cost for design and
development.

I've seen concessions fail in other parks with much easier public access - what is the plan if all
this work is done and a concession is found.. but it fails.

This takes away a special park that is unique and people love.

While the marina improvements would be helpful, this plan could lead to over visitation. It's
unlikely a larger commercial venture would be feasible.

| fear this plan will have a significant negative impact on the natural beauty and wildlife of the
island. Don't turn it into Disney Island.

Like it eas a few years back. Fits in with Rep Greg Nance's "Mosquito Fleet Act", H.B. 1923
No opinion

This maximizes the educational and cultural value of the resources. Consider an additional use
as a small scale Conference Center, catering to clients who are capable of further subsidizing
the functionality of the facilities. This will further minimize impacts in a cost-effective way,
promoting use consistent with the sensitive surroundings, and the financial needs for
sustainable operations

Will share the experiences to more people.
2
If there is no concessionaire lined up why even propose this?

Probably provides a good balance of access and preservation. Concessionaire agreement
needs to be carefully crafted.

Although | am a private boat owner, | like the option for a commercial entity providing easy
access to the non-boat owning public.

This area is special because it isn't overly developed. Nature and hiking is what draws people
here. Don't add a development that is simply going to increase environmental damage,
pollution, the necessity for contracted businesses. Awful choice which would ruin the park.

4

If Tillicum village were made into something more open to those visiting by other than the ferry,
it would be more interesting. As is it was kind of completely separate from everything else at
Blake. Improving the marina and making a more integrated/open Tillicum area could be
interesting.

This is also a good plan.

OK, really this is more like 4.5 starts. But the island needs some revenues as look what
'depending on leg' has done for us so far. That said, # of visitors can be controlled to a fair
degree to limit impact, and if undesirable impact is found, | think re-planning can happen to
mitigate. | don't "LOVE" this plan, but it's the best of the 3 so far and | can't see a better one.

This is good . The way it used to be essentially.

Fewer and fewer opportunities like current Blake Island experiences are being developed. I'm
to old to boat anymore but still enjoy taking visitors and family there.

Too difficult to implement.
The learning opportunity that Blake island is remembered and loved by youth

Prefer the more rustic experience but if this will allow the marina to remain with less cost to the
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state the trade off is worth it. If the commercial access could be limited have limited hours that
would be helpful.

It's a great idea, but what is the commercial viability of a “Tillicum Village 2.0", considering the
failure of the original

Instead of a full concession, would go with alternative 2 and add a small park store that has
the basics for campers. Same as many RV campgrounds. Remove the existing structures.

Again, if it's not broke, why fix it? Tear down the Village but keep the marina as is. First come,
first serve. Access for all boat sizes AND dinghy's. Thanks you.

| don't see the state/seatte/ county being able to execute this. It will get stuck in the permitting
and planning. Sadly, this state/city can’t execute in a timely manner .... Ever. Lack of
knowledgeable and proactive leaders.... It just won't go anywhere. Fun concept... but reflecting
on historical leaders and projects... not likely.

| find it hard to believe a concession stand could make a go of it.
This is the best option

No big commercial operation on the island is needed. It's a rustic, natural environment. If that’s
not enough to draw people, the should go elsewhere

Best option so far...we do not need to remove everything and start over!!! I've been going to
Village there for 20 years...nothing wrong with tradition and histocal things!

Concessionaires NEVER work out, check around.
what makes this place special is the fact there are fewer people and more nature!

Counting on finding a business to run that part of the island seems risky. What happens if they
close after a year?

More development than is desired or sustainable
Like the Concession opportunity, hate the small boat slips.
Would take away the existing island experience.

| would support Alternative 3: Concession. While balancing timelines and investments with a
private entity can be challenging, a well structured concessionaire model aligns with providing
public benefit while maintaining stewardship of Blake Island’s natural and cultural resources. |
remember when visitors could enjoy a traditionally prepared, fire roasted fish meal served
buffet style and experience Northwest Native American storytelling in the decorated Tillicum
longhouse at Tillicum Village. That history demonstrates how a concessionaire can enhance
public engagement, cultural interpretation, and visitor experience when thoughtfully
implemented. Parks requirements for working with a concessionaire may need to evolve from
past approaches to ensure long term success, flexibility, and alignment with current
stewardship goals. A modern concession model can support education, access, and
sustainability while remaining consistent with the park’s mission. Visitors who prefer a quieter,
more natural experience can still enjoy Blake Island by landing at the marina and hiking
beyond Tillicum Village into the island’s more remote areas. This approach allows for diverse
recreational experiences while accommodating a broad range of visitors and interests.

yes find multiple partnered concessionaires in education field preferably a coast Salish group
or tribe.

This makes a bit too much impact to the nature. It's not the end of the world if we do it, but
maybe a bit too far compared to a more modest plan to keep the island open for visitors.

3
Bring back the native dance and food
Too much commercialization.

| think this choice is the best compromise between all the options. It reminds me of the park
on the island off of Nanimo with boat rentals, a restaurant and space for overnight campers. It
is also accessible by a small ferry. And the island park is a wonderful place to hang out, hike
etc.
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Revitalizing the docks makes more sense

Changing the current pier as | stated earlier changes the availability and usefulness of of the
marina montage. The plan that keeps the current layout has got to be less expensive. Future
possible concessionaires should considered as a separate issue.

This is a good plan, but a bit more complicated.
Please keep things as they are

Only if concessioner is Native American or something very educational instead of just some
super gimmicky tourist trap

Retains a close in destination with facilities and recreational activities for a much larger market

I'm OK with making it more commercial and giving the opportunity for others to enjoy the
island. Marina is #1 priority.

3

| like this plan, I think the additional work with concessionaire would be challenging but if you
can find one | think this would be a fantastic option. | see the possibly of events such as
weddings would be great here

Does the represent an increase? Its a regional resource- access should be for everone- if
somone wants a rustic option, you can hike to the far side of the island!

Tillikum Village historically has minimal visitation impact to the island since most of their
visitors are afraid of missing the ride back and stay between the building and the dock.
Maintaining the marina, docks and adding mooring balls to the west side of the island is
paramount for future visitation.

This would ruin the experience of the park and damage the environment

I think this is also a great option. Keeps the marina amenity for boaters but also gives another
transit option of a public boat. This is an amazing gem close to Urban Seattle. Let’s get people
outdoors!

Heavy visitation by concessionaire may destroy the natural environment. While | approve of
increased access by private boaters increased access otherwise may negatively impact the
sanctuary that Blake island represents.

It would be great to have someone take the reigns but it sounds challenging.

| do favor improved access to the island for both boaters and the general public but understand
the challenge of finding the right partner for the State.

Concessionaire has to have the perfect setup to succeed.

Nice to have the ability for more visits, but the trade offs and costs might not be worth it. |
wonder if something similar to yellow island, where people do have limited opportunities to vist

If any progress depends on some funding from the concessionaire, this will not materialize and
progress will stall. This option is not sustainable.

Tax the rich. Dredge the channel
Having a stable concessionaire seems difficult.
Alt. 3 is a hive-away yo an elite group

Involve Indigenous peoples in the process. They could maybe restore the old demonstrations
of ceremonies.

Does it seem likely that a concession would reasonably offset costs.

Even with a robust concessionaire, the side of the park away from the tourist attraction has
never been very crowded.

I'll support any option that allows the marina to operate and this would bring in funds to enable
that. Don't love it but may be necessary.
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See comments above

Wish | could see all the proposals before voting... seems like a mix of P2 & P3 would be ideal.
Providing history of our indigenous lands would be good.

Best idea, would not let me choose just #5

5

Leave everything the way it is, including Tillicum Village

Adds expense and complexity. More cost and administration to run it. Do not favor.

Leave it alone and maintain what is there

Easy choice. Best for all.

Pursue link with tribal entities. Such a wonderful setting for visitors to learn more about the
history of these communities. Time seems ripe to try this again!

There is native history to the Village and buildings are a statement. They must be saved and
an operator located.

i dont think we need concessions, prefer basic access, dont need comforts, just power ideally
and bathrooms

Allows for public access

never find a consessionaire. more buoys instead of marina.

| would like this, but wonder how anyone could possibly make a profit at this

| would expect similar challenges from the previous arrangement as this is very similar.
Leave concessionaire out of the discussion.

WA "politics" are a problem but the island is big enough to have a concessionaire and still
maintain rural aspects. We WANT our state parks to be accessible!

We don't need the concession area.

Again, encourage self funded commercial support for the costs of operating snd limit the
number of people at any one time.

This aligns with the State Parks Mission Statement by maximizing use by the public who are
not fortunate enough to have their own boat. The State would be enabling those with less
money and resources to utilize one of the State Parks gem and is more equitable for the less
fortunate.

This is my second choice. Similar to past commercial use which was ok.
Okay

| expect there is no data to support the fact that people will actually use this option. Without
immense tribal support for daily programming | assume there will be 0 interest in a new Seattle
Attraction. Also, the marina is already too small to handle the traffic that's there and expanding
commercial presence exacerbates the problem. You will not find a concessionaire to fill this
because the demand isn't there and | haven't seen any public interest from a cruise operator
like argosy to re-introduce a product that might drive demand.

This allows more public access and ADA. Plus lower cost of entry for all users while still
retaining much of a natural island

This is the right path forward. Blake Island can balance marina access and commercial public
access with the right choice of a broadly appealing concession that attracts local and tourist
dollars and supports the infrastructure and preserves the rest of the island in a natural state.

Over the years | have really enjoyed the experience of Tillicum Village, but | am concerned
about expanding it.

If further development in the NW corner is a viable strategy to bring in funding to keep the
island accessible, then it seems like a reasonable idea. There is plenty of more "rustic" space
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on the island.

At least there would be something to see or do as not everyone wants to walk. Why did the
previous concessionaire quit?

| don't like the negative impact it could have to the environment. | enjoy a rustic environment,
however, this needs to be balanced with accessibility and equity in who is able to enjoy it.

Like the idea of sharing the financial load with a private company

Revenue and exposure are positive but they have the potential to damage the natural habitat.
I'm in the rustic, less crowded camp so | don't love the idea of increased commercial traffic.
1

Not sure how the current plan helped/didn’t help the island and/or King County. Not sure how
much of an ROI the tourists brought to King County and its concession group via the water taxi
that brought groups there. If it was losing money, then an overhaul of that business plan is
needed. Or Alternative 2 is the best option. | would need to nuanced analysis behind all these
options to make a best selection.

| understand their is environmental stress due to concession and numbers of people, but we
need public access to nature close to the metropolitan area.

If you're going to do thisn let the Duwamish people run it. The whole Island. Give it back to
rightful owners.

| agree that you don't want the park more crowded, but maintaining access is critical to Blake
Island. There needs to be a marina. | think private boaters would pay for moorage reservations,
and you should charge a high cost! That will pay for the marina.

Like the preservation of the marina, but fearful of this much development / added tourist
impact on the park. However, if a concession is nicely done, by a concessionaire that sees
themselves as a partner / steward to the park, it could be a wonderful amenity for all users.
Overnight concessions would be a very high impact that | would not support.

Concessions are not necessary, boaters know how to provision.
Best option

This option makes Blake Island again accessible to the majority of people who don’t own
boats. It was wonderful when we could take the tour boat and have a fun meal and enjoy the
Islsnd.

How were we able to make this work in the 70's and 80's, but we can't figure it out today???
Better then no access but sounds complicated and path to loosing public access. Unsure.

Reasonable with concessions attraction is realistic and could work well, use option 2 as a gal
back if concessions fail

It's important to find quiet places

The State would benefit from the policy development and institutional learning resulting from a
complex public-private project development. The State is financially an administratively
constrained, and will continue to be as it focuses more on social support programs.
Incorporating more private expertise and financial strength into our developing lifestyle options
would have future benefit.

This is the less disruptive option and best for the natural environment

Feasible with the right concessionaire and lease terms. Strategic marketing and crowdfunding
aimed at Blake Island visitors could drive additional funding.

Good blend of camping and nature plus a place to eat.
this is best by far for use and preservation of the unique area

why not run it like a business that makes sense and protect this gem. Tillicum village dinner
and tours were a treat for tourist
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The State turned this into a state park for Everyone to learn of our heritage. State takes
enough of our taxes that they should keep it up!!

Unless a concessionaire is already known this is too reliant on a very specific business model
that may not be stable, would rather have nature focused park

| visited Tillicum a few times starting in 1975. It was a unique Seattle experience. Visitors don't
mostly don't stray far from the village and other than sewer necessity, would not have a big
environmental impact on the rest of the island. The revenue possibilities are welcome since
the state no longer seems to have funds to run their parks.

Expand access to the island. Yes please.

| have a great memory of going to Tillicum village as a student in 1995. Hope other kids get to
experience it

Might get too crowded in Summer

This maintains a long tradition and allows non boaters an experience that aligns with our
maritime heritage.

We loved Tillicum Village, but it'll be a big lift for someone to take on. And we know Argosy
had a hard time making it profitable. | think their are advantages to allowing more people
access to the island so it's no exclusively for those with access to boats.

I like this best of the first three with the addition of a concession to help with access from the
general public and commercial carriers

Is it possible to have commercial transport that exists on a smaller scale?

| like this option because it preserves access for the maximim number of people who likely
would not get a chance to visit such a location. The viability of the economic model could be a
challenge. However the proximity of Blake Island to population centers will only keep on
providing a growing customer base.

Now you're taking advantage of the tourist traffic!
| doubt Blake Island can sustain much business but this is better than removing the marina

Lets put this close by jewel to use! Drive usage and revenue through jobs and tourism. Blake
is a great place to showcase the history and nature of the area and its so close to seattle

Understand the challenges presented with this plan but would provide the best opportunity for a
wide range of visitors to the island including school groups and educational programs.

Too costly!

While | like accessibility for non boaters the commercial aspect is detrimental to the vibe and
environment of the otherwise “remote” island

Get Indian funding and turn it back into a Indian culture center
This is a non-starter. | doubt this plan could be viable to a concessionaire

Concessions of this size should not have a place in the park, if people want concessions,
there are plenty in Seattlee

Blake Island is an amazing experience to connect people with nature

Much more risk involved in trying to find a concessionaire with similar goals as Parks Dept.
Parks Department should keep commercial leasing activities to a minimum and should only be
on leases that provide access not to construct or operate unknown tourist attractions.

| personally think this is the most equitable plan so far in terms of providing public access to
Blake Island for those who do not own a boat. | understand this is the opposite approach to
managing for wilderness, but we have plenty of wilderness islands in the puget sound. Blake
Island is in a very accessible location directly across from downtown Seattle.

This would bring too much foot traffic to the island and would destroy much of the natural
beauty and retreat like features of the island. Staffing and maintenance costs would be too
high and the concessions do not add value to the beauty of the island.
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| have such great memories of going to Blake Island w my school group. | think it is best to
continue this kind of experience for future generations, and it can be a big tourist draw.
Leave it as it is.....charge boater more for staying at marina
I think finding a concessionaire would be very difficult.
It would preserve access but have excessive day trip visitation in my opinion
Use shepherd dogs to chase Canadian geese from island to reduce geese droppings.

Not everything has to be for tourists! Why can't it just be left for locals to enjoy. | came from
Hawaii, where EVERYTHING Has become tourist oriented. The culture has been damaged and
or lost. More people visiting Blake Island does not make it better, and a concession stand is
completely against the “back to Nature” belief.

Allows for more use, and for people to better enjoy the beauty of nature

If this could be done, it would be great. We'd be back to Blake Island in 2019. We really
enjoyed going to Tillicum Village and the crowds never bothered us as they rarely hiked to the
island interior. It felt like the island was alive and thriving.

I am more likely to rate this as 4stars if the Parks Department collaborates with the local
Tribes.

I am not extremely negative toward this proposal, but prefer the previous one.
anything that preserves the marina is good

Concession will never work. Already tried it

| don't care about a concession, but keeping the park open is good

The island used to be an iconic Seattle landmark and site for tourists and day trips.
Less building and commerce, keep basic boating and camping facilities

Rustic is not the goal. This is a marine park that brings together so many Puget sound
communities and should be treated as the special urban oasis that it is. That included building
a successful partnership for continued, regular usage by a commercial outfit from Seattle or
even Bainbridge if the Suguamish tribe is interested and can work with the various
principalities.

too many people cause changes in wildlife behavior. Raccoons and Deer can both become
aggressive when trained to expect food from visitors.

this allows non boaters a better opportunity to use the facilities. The island is big enough to
support this kind of activity.

| prefer this so that costs are offset. The number of visitors can be more or less controlled and
impacts managed by park rangers.

To many people would ruin the island. More trash . People who come there need to pack in
what they need and pack out what they brought.

Boaters prefer geting back to nature and don't really require the commercial benefits.

commercial activity brings in revenue to maintain park. Important to make this park attractive
to visitors as a day trip

Not a big fan. | think there was something one time and it was kind of fun for the kids, but |
dont want this to be Disneyland

The selection of a qualified and experienced concessionaire is critical to the success of this
alternative. | have mixed emotions regarding increased use and its effect on the island.

With recent increases in discovery passes and fishing licenses there should he a influx of
funds as well. Keep as many recreational areas open as possible. We do not want to pay more
for less

Jeep the concessions seperate from transportation to the island let the two be Symbiotic
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We don't need to turn everything into a destination. Leave something for mother earth. Return
stewardship to Suquamish tribe.

You do need enough access for taxpayers to see the value. Maybe a more natural concession:
historical exhibit? Not the cliche tribal salmon a la luau.

A concessionaire would need to make all income during the summer months. Why not renew
the existing building to suit the needs of the concessionaire?

If you are a boater, you can find. Quiet place on a Bouy or anchors away from the dock. This
is the best alternative. Let private sector take over and run a limited business. A state
appointed committee would over see the project and approve for state.

Too many people / tourists will destroy that beautiful get away.

Prefer NO demolition of lodge unless rebuilt likeness

No one has missed the concession. The Island is overused as it stands.

Offers more people the option of visiting and potential increases income for the state
It's jewel of the northwest. This is the real plan here.

Better than not allowing access. Boaters is what the focus of an island should be. Plenty of
drive to access elsewhere.

Provides the best experience for the most people
4 stars option 3. Mult choice didn’t work

Is it unlikley you will find a connsesiinair? Keep park as is. Remove buildings. Find some
money to dredge marina periodically.

Running a business that is weather dependent in Seattle year round is always going to be
tough. We may end up in the same situation we are in now, where Tillicum Village is standing
vacant because the vendor cannot make a profit there year round.

Blake island is a highly accessible island within striking distance of downtown Seattle. Keep it
as an attraction so others can enjoy the unique beauty of the PNW when they visit.

| like the idea of cost sharing. MUST have more buoys on west side.
I love this as it could help fund the marina work

Running a business that is only popular during summer time is always going to be tough in
Seattle. Although it will be nice to have a lease on Tillicum village, it is going to be tough to
make money for the operator.

Such a great opportunity to connect schools and the general public of the importance of green
space. A mission statement that includes environmental stewardship is worthy of tax dollars. It
represents life in the PNW and its proximity to Seattle is worth the invest. | see it as a
remarkable educational opportunity both formally and informally.

Agree with your assessment. | hope that dock layout is not final, you will barely fit a rowboat in
those tiny slips!

Seems unlikely to be successful financially without turning the island into a tawdry tourist trap
Do not like the idea of over developing Blake Island. But better than shutting it down.
It's a nice idea but | think it would over crowd the park .

The Concession alternative is an offensive and unnecessary degradation of this public natural
space that disenfranchises outdoor recreationists and disrespects the natural and cultural
heritage of this space.

More people should visit and off set costs
The concession isn't important to me, maintaining access to the marina is.

ADA & pedestrian " mass transit " tourism with day services and education/ indigenous
themes without making WS Parks compete with private enterprise yacht facilities is a good
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thing.

There are no risks to trying the RFP to see what happens!
Concerned about long term stability of concession
Concession would be popular

Don't like commercial concession ops

3

Though | see the benefits of increased commercial activity, | am concerned about the impact
on the island. Part of what makes Blake Island special is its natural beauty.

Timeline would be very long to find concessionaire, making costs escalate. Not practical
3

Don't like the idea of heavy visitation, but even at it's peak, William village still didn't attract
many.

4
Primary use should be day hikes and camping

Partner with one of the local tribes such as Muckleshoot to be your concessionaire to continue
the tribal venue that was in place in the past and have them invest in the remodel of the
existing structure and provide the daily shows for the commercial traffic on a daily basis.
Boaters love Blake island and always loved exploring the Tillicum village store as well as the
daily lunch options and happy hour

If this provides funding and keeps the park alive, it's better than loosing funding.
Improves upon an already great place to visit!

If the purpose of Tillicim village is reduced to a learning/educational center, there might be a
balance between access and stuff for people and not so many people they do damage.

Too many visitors ruins the experience

Adding more humans and commercialization is good for no one. Extreme disruption to the
wildlife and for what? Not to mention it takes a peaceful place and makes it annoying with
more people visiting.

Leave it as is with upgrades to the marina. Do NOT increase non boaters to the island. That's
what makes it so unique!

This feels overbuilt.
While offsetting costs is a significant "pro". The island will suffer with too much traffic.
| like this alternative. | giveita 4

The island seems sufficiently large for both to not overly detract from the rustic experience. |
remember going to Tillicum Village as a child and later as an adult and enjoying the
experience. The cost sharing makes logical sense.

improved access to the island would be wonderful.

Alternative 3 is attractive if a viable concession is found. A resort type of concession with
overnight lodging and restaurants would not be acceptable--and probably is not financially
sustainable. Lower impact opportunities such as yurts would be acceptable and support public
access better. A renovated marina would support opportunities of this type.

All the cons in 2 and 3 list “difficult”. Being great is not easy, never was, never will be. Please
don’t take the oath of least resistance for your own convenience.

| doubt this will work longterm. A tenant may agree to take this on but they would likely only
have significant revenues during the Summer. It may last a year or even 2-3 years but at some
point it's likely to fail and then the State will be left with ab empty building to maintain that is
no self sustaining.
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Save and upgrade what you can, | know these are hard times because of poor politics in this
state, please don't let Blake Island turn into a place like Seattle or Olympia

| do not trust private entities to manage a public resource in the best interests of the public and
the environment.

May be hard to find a business to partner with. Remove the raccoons. Lethal if necessary

Again, this is a rare area only reachable by boat where we go as a family. We walk around the
island and enjoy nature, quiet and stillness. Non-boaters and tourists have a million other
places they can go to and visit. Minimal upkeep should be done to keep things as they are.
Possibly redesign the buildings for small event useage and gatherings. Remove doors and
windows and let nature take over the buildings but remain as something that once was. No
store is needed. Just upkeep the marina.

Don't like the increased crowding and, in the long term, what if concessionaire wants to back
out? Does not sound like a safe long term strategy for the park

Providing access to the public such as programs for school children and concessions for
boaters would improve the island and give the community more State Park usage.

as a kid going to Blake Island in a 14 foot tin skiff, going by the Tillikum Village stuff always
felt like haves vs have-nots. We couldn't afford the salmon dinner. But | acknowledge we were
privileged to have a family tradition of boating (tin skiffs are cheap boats, but are inaccessible
if you don't know about boating)

Ruins the natural feeling of the island

Turn it over to the private sector. This is an example of government waste attempting to run a
business

It's better than not having a marina and might be easier to fund. | prefer this over no marina
even if use fees are higher

Sensible

As stated on option 2, please make sure the marina re-design is able to accommodate larger
boats, not just boats under 30’ or whatever. MANY local boaters have vessels in the 32-45’
range. Existing marina model and payment design is fantastic, flexible and fair. We prefer the
island stays rustic, quiet, and not overused. We can also, however, see the value to the wider
community to have a concession operating.

Best option, bring back the native show and smoked salmon !

Again, | am highly in favor of any option that continues to allow boater access at current or
better levels. If a acceptable concessionaire is found and it will be feasible and sustainable,
then that is just a bonus, but not necessary.

Woukd depend on the concession vendor

Keep it accessible. A true NW adventure

Gives many a chance to visit.

Who cares about raccoons. This is the best so far.

I'd love to have a place to go in my boat where | can go, dock, get lunch and enjoy the natural
beauty of Puget Sound.

Against the idea of more human traffic. It will ruin the wildlife.

Trump can develop this when he's done being president

the metro area needs a natural retreat; too often the entertainment can be cheesy
This is an important tradition to conty

| dont gove a shit about the racoons and neither should you

Not to do this (which would benefit the happiness of thousands of locals and tourists to seattle
which would make life long core memories ) just because of raccoon health is lame. Wildlife is
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inportant, but more and more these days, people need cool places to visit in nature now more
than ever, and the more accessible the better

It's already crowded and the impacts from overuse are visible; the last Tilikum Village
experience was not profitable and closed. Why do this again?

Long timeline is the state’s own ineptitude
This option seems the most inclusive

State won't be able to find anybody to lease the building and if they do they won't permit it
which will result in them losing any business remotely interested in investing in it

No concessions. Less commercial use. Keep it rustic and public use only.
Some commercial activity is good

3 stars. Form broken

| pick #3 nuetral

| like rustic more with marina improvements

Stop developing!

Not a fan of the concessionaire idea. It limits small operations and creates a monopoly on
business opportunities.

Best plan is to keep it as is, but this is acceptable
Keep rustic and marina for Overnight boater use

Blake island should absolutely be utilized for private marine access. Commercialization will
inevitably destroy the ecosystem and prove unsustainable

3
Closest to Blake's traditional role

Why not do this? Boaters don’t need to get exclusive access to the island. Make it open for
people. Private enterprises already know the state is slower than molasses, so if they want to
deal with your endless bureaucracy to make a buck, I'd say they've earned it. The public
benefits here.

Keep the original Tillicum and salmon dinner experience.

Already failed.

Even better

Too much commercial.

Seriously, why are you trying to fix something that is not broken?

Depends on the number of visitors brought by the commercial boats, this option would risk the
nature and peacefulness of the island. If the commercial use was day-use only, and the
number of visitors per trip and per day did not exceed the Tillicum Village rates, this option
may be able to maintain the natural experience and serenity that the island has had
historically.

The land based concession idea brings a high percentage of visitors to the island that are less
concerned with island ecology and protection of this valuable resource and are biased to
entertainment, not the natural outdoor experience the island provides

Let the public enjoy the beauty. Let kids make memories of a lifetime
Kill the raccoons (cull)

This is the way. While the impact to the environment is non-trivial...Humans have already
altered the island massively as it is...| don't think additional activity is going to scare off the
raccoon population....

Love it even more
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Again- Go look at how you manage Sucia and how they manage marine parks in BC.
Thousands of visitors with a focus on education and reduced impact. le pack it in, pack it out

I think this will bring too many people and take away from the rustic charm. I'd rather see a
"dredging" fee added to pleasure boat moorage (until paid off).

This is also a potentially nice alternative. Allowing more people to enjoy the island.
Good use of Tillicum and keeps marina going!

Too much.

no development of Blake Island - go ruin somewhere else

The marina, mooring balls, and rustic paths are what attracts us to the island. We enjoyed
kayaking over as well as boating. We very much appreciate the marina. There seems to be a
lot of focus on a park store and ADA comfort. Given that this is a rustic area, if someone is
coming to the island it will be by boat or kayak etc. If it is a person with ADA needs that is
visiting the island, the "boat" / means of transportation will have to meet their ADA needs,
including access to toilets. So, why now, all the attention to accommodating a need which may
not be in demand afterall.

| think providing access to non-boating visitors is important, but | think this could be possible
at a reduced level without the need for a large tourist operation on the island

Don't need concessions. Just more trash.

Concessions just mean more trash. People can still bring their own picnics and clean up after
themselves, but there is no reason to provide food and drink for visitors.

It's a small island and we all kind of like things simple and quiet in this crazy world. The
concession has not been viable for years and that isn’t going to change. Let it die it’s natural
death and let's clean up the area and restore it. Coons all need to be eliminated or at least
severely reduced. Period.

Grudgingly like this one as it provides the most access for the public
The concession will be a waste of time and likely unsustainable as a functioning business

Commercialization of Blake Island will ruin it as a boating destination that emphasis natural
surroundings, which ought to be the very antithesis of Washington Parks charter and purpose.

I am not in favor of concessions. An enhanced alternative 2 would be a better choice.
Entertainment via a concessionaire is NOT why people come to a State Park

The heavy visitation will take an environmental toll on the island

The area pictured is a small part of the island. Less rustic is a misrepresentation.

I'd support this only if the concessionaire was a tribe or tribal entity. It's not a place where |
want to see some tourist trap.

This option seems best to me. There are developmental difficulties, but the end result is worth
it.

| am a boater who frequesnts Blake Is. It is good to see this option maintaining the marine, it
does not expand mooring buoys or other private boat use.

My best memory of the prior concession was landing on the island and getting some yummy
salmon. We didn't stay for the performance as it seemed disrespectful to the native american
history. | would love for there to be a restaurant to get salmon and other food prepared in line
with native american tradition, but it seems unlikely that this is a viable long term solution.

| am very disappointed that the State is investing in new parks (e.g. Beebe Bridge) and
restorations and re-developing parks (e.g. Blake Island) when the State is completely
defaulting on its maintenance and repair responsibilities at existing parks such as Cama Bach
Park

The app won't let me pick Love it, this is the best option

| "love" alternative 2, but am confused as to why all the stars light up as if | clicked on all of
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them, | only clicked on "like it", Though | doubt a concessionaire could make a go of it
financially as it may only be viable 3 months out of the year.
love it

| love the idea of cocktails by the dock, as there were when Tillicum Village operated there.
However, | think the liklihood of a successful business model for a concessionaire is limited.

This heavily depends on the concession chosen. If it was REI, or a kayak outfitter, or the
mountaineers, | see it as valuable but in find it unlikely the money works out. Most likely the
concession would destroy the park and have primary focus on money making. The concession
doesn’t necessarily increase valuable access to the park so much as it gate keeps and
monetizes it.

| chose the I like” option but the survey shows I've selected all the options

As offsets financially are available to the Parks Dept, the challenge will be to find a fiscally-
enabled vendor which is competent, and has enormous financial resources. Concessions will
allow for usual and customary tourism to the island.

Leasing out the Tillicum village buildings sounds like a good idea if they can be preserved.

There's a reason Tillikum Village failed. | visited multiple times, but this will burden WA Parks
with more funding obligations, more capital needs, etc.

Increased access! A nearby state park for those without vehicles. This seems to crew provide
the greatest good for the most people. The type of concessionaire would be very important.

No. The government and private businesses have ruined most of the state already. Don't ruin
more.

Would be fine if it worked, but | have no faith that this level of sustained coordination and
investment will continue.

38/38

2/11/2026 9:00 PM
2/11/2026 8:54 PM

2/11/2026 8:03 PM

2/11/2026 6:07 PM
2/11/2026 12:27 PM

2/11/2026 10:30 AM

2/11/2026 10:24 AM

2/11/2026 10:11 AM

2/11/2026 9:55 AM

2/11/2026 9:50 AM



Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

Q4
3820 responses
On a scale of 1-5, how do you rank Alternative 4: Recreation?

*

278
/5
Average Rating
5 o
4 oo
3 G
2 G
1 G
Rating Percentage Responses
1 Star: Hate it 27.36% 1045
2 Star: Dislike it 20.03% 765
3 Star: Neutral 17.09% 653
4 Star: Like it 18.17% 694
5 Star: Love it 17.36% 663
Average2.78 3820
# PLEASE PROVIDE ANY OTHER COMMENTS YOU HAVE ON ALTERNATIVE 4: DATE
RECREATION.
1 Alt #4: If this alternative becomes one of the shortlisted preferred alternatives, further study is 4/30/2026 1:09 PM

necessary to refine environmental, Net-Zero or greenhouse gas emissions, ADA compliance
and other more advanced refinement should be anticipated. Alt #4's concept is too preliminary
to determine such impacts.

2 With all the budget cuts to State Parks, | don't see anyone approving this alternative because 4/30/2026 8:00 AM

of the expense.

3 There are other places in central Puget Sound for develooed recreation ... but few with the 4/29/2026 11:51 PM

splendid isolation of Blake. Why create another haven for the wealthy?

4 Alternative 4 provides great value to the public, both in terms of access and public education. 4/29/2026 5:00 PM
We particularly appreciate the stated opportunities for school groups. We see a lot of
opportunities in this alternative for public education and interpretation of local heritage within

the new facilities. We also respect that this may be the least fiscally possible option for State

Parks.
5 If we keep the park active, we can open up many options. 4/29/2026 7:57 AM
6 I like this plan better than the others. Still think it should be sold and let a developer turn it into 4/29/2026 6:21 AM
a golf/boating/hospitality/lodging/etc destination
7 Cabins not beneficial to rustic outdoor focus 4/28/2026 7:07 PM
8 feels like a lot of development. would access be affordable given cost to develop and operate?  4/28/2026 3:16 PM
9 Prefer rustic approach to island. Not sure overnight cabins will be a big enough draw to offset 4/28/2026 2:49 PM
the added cost given limited access to the island
10 I don't think we need this level of commercial investment. 4/28/2026 2:43 PM
11 no lodge 4/28/2026 2:34 PM
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| prefer a more rustic, less crowded experience with less impact on the environment. | also feel
the island presents opportunities for wonderful, back-to-nature experiences that | believe are
relatively rare so close to the city.

The wildlife and natural environment is what makes Blake island desirable in the first place.
Without that, it's just like any other park (we already have many) except with the added
complication and expense associated with an island location. Therefore, any path forward must
have preservation of the natural Blake island environment as its first priority.

Give it back to the tribes

Think this would be less impact than #3 but still of concern on the small island, less of a park
feel

Better than private investment in Blake, ie keep it in the Park’s hands
The absolute worst option!
Please don't do this one. Ruins island.

Newcastle island off Nanaimo, but with state park cabins: yurts. Shouldn’t be fancy. Just nice
comfortable camping that doesn’t involve driving to mountains. Families could camp by taking
the bus downtown. This option surprised me. | really like it. | usually anchor or moor sailboat
and hike around island. It's not a wilderness. But it is a vital resource for people to be near
water and in woods.

No privatization of state parks if you can pull off more public access and accommodation
within the park system then do it but no privatization

Might work!

Put a bounty on trapping raccoons if there are too many? It's an island. Public or concession
transport should be secured for this option to persist.

| believe that this would be too much commercialization

| do NOT like the idea of this many people on the island. This plan would ruin Blake Island's
character and experience.

Maybe on this. It feels expensive and funding sources iffy. Cabins and lodge rooms are nice,
especially for thoseno longer comfortable on the ground. | am worried about the long time
viability of the standard cabins on the waterfront. Are you going to run into the same cost
issues that closed the cabins on Camano Island?

Sounds like Glacier Bay Lodge in Alaska. Beautiful

I'm not a huge fan of this option but it's still better than doing nothing. Alternative 2 is still my
favorite with Alt3 as a close second.

This seems like the best vision for the park. Mostly rustic, better marine facilities, and ability
for the public to visit. Plus overnight cabins are great for people who don’t camp but still want
to come to the park

Replace cabins with Adirondacks, canvas tents on platforms, or teepees (or culturally relevant
temporary shelters)

Dredge the marina, but it would be great to see the Tillicum Village buildings stay! Kayakers
may enjoy the cabins.

1

It will ruin the gem that is Blake Island. People come to Blake Island to get away. Remember,
silence is a resource.

This would be a travesty... for the island, the wildlife,the tranquility that is already so hard to
find

| like the marina upgrade. | like the continued access for boaters. I’'m concerned the increased
amenities really escalates the cost and turned it into a different experience. This should remain
a rugged retreat with boat access. This should not become jersey shores.

Prefer rustic option and new concessions to this plan, but | would be in favor of any option that
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saves the marina.

| like the natural retreat setting, not commercialized.
More expense.

Accessibility!!!

Time to have a tiered price for “experiencing” nature. Folks want a lodge experience, they
should pay for it.

i like the idea of improving the existing rustic feel of the island - and not changing that

Our Cub Scout group usually fills pretty much the entire camping area, and turning some of
that camping area into cabin space might detract from our experience when we visit the island.
The improved access opportunities through a public boat concession seem good for the public
at large though.

We MUST besure that the local tribes are involved.
Too expensive and destructive of nature.

No new taxes, let private investors manage it

No cabins. What is a comfort station? Bathrooms?
Needs more when one gets there.

Could be cool. Seems a stretch, though.

Too many people on the island

Maintain as much of the existing Tillicum village as you can if looking at this option - basic
cabins or yurts could/should lower the cost considerably - include day use covered areas like
the existing shelters too

Creating a lodge does not seem financially viable or consistent with a natural setting. More tent
camping achieves the same opportunities for recreation with less cost and footprint.

This seems to be a reasonable balance between the needs of visiting boaters and enabling
general public access.

May be a bit too much. | like the cabin ideas, though maybe less "luxury" and more simple.
Limiting access to a few cabins seems counter productive vs expanding camping options.

Selfishly, | want disabled people to have access to this lovely destination. Having facilities that
will accommodate all citizens will be extremely beneficial and could open our Sound to
awareness by many users.

Do Not commercialize this park

Growing up around here as one of thousands of 6th grade overnight "Camp Orkila kids." | find
the most appealing feature of this alternative to be, as stated above, "This option would also
allow for school groups or other organizations to offer events, retreats, educational
experiences, and gatherings at Blake Island."

This might be workable. Finding an appropriate non-profit partner for the facilities would
probably be the best way to make this workable - | don't think it would work as a commercial
venture. Think more "retreat" than "recreation.”

The best part of Blake Island growing up was the cultural and educational experience from
Tillicum Village. It businesses are allowed and the island is opened up commercially, then
Washington is going backwards. We need to be promoting this areas and Native people's land
and traditions. By removing Tillicum village and focusing on profit shows that the state does
not actually care about either the native people here or the education of our youths. Bring back
the village for educational purposes and keep the rest of the island as is

The accomidations proposed would be small enough to not negitivly impact the experience of
going to the island.

| hate to think of the building being demolished - loved going to salmon feeds and cultural
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theater. Like the idea of cabins.
Too commercialized

I'm a little concerned it may be tight for finding accommodations. Allot of boosters don’t have
cabins onboard so being able to rent would be a tremendous draw. Scout’s and kids group may
over run the calendar...might be better to offer autumnal lodging on the other side of the island
as well.

Yes, please

Alternative 4 unfortunately will result in a destination for the elite. There are commercial places
already that caters to the wealthy. Learning about our Native American heritage would be a lost
opportunity. | haven't seen a public space that is run by the government to be truly competitive
and commercially viable. | would expect this approach to be problematic. Marketing to ensure
occupancy and usage rates would not focus on Washingtonians.

I love this option, but it is fiscally unfeasible to see a return on investment. Given the
seasonality of PNW camping, the investment to create this plan would not return. | love the
idea that more visitors can access the island and camping alternatives are built on the island,
however the expense outweighs the benefit.

Love the Marina, Love the Cabins!!

this is it!

Access for WA citizens is my primary concern
Please don't do this. It would ruin the island
Keep the marina no matter what

Heavy visitation, more issues with wildlife and ongoing maintenance expenses seem like big
cons to me.

Lodging is not needed for the best nature experinece.

Some good some bad

Make ALL lodging ADA accessible. I'll go. In winter.

Don't think Blake can handle more visitation.

Provides access to a diverse population and retains the marina for boaters.
| think this option is the most costly of all the options.

I'd really not like to see the space available for things like Corporate retreats. Space for
community and school groups to have educational trips sounds really great.

Yes - this is the best option. Metrics should focus on public access and foot traffic, facilitated
by a concessionaire who has incentive to build a sustaining business around transportation
and recreation on the island without the undue burden of large facilities maintenance costs. |
would consider participating in the public bid to operate a concession in this way.

Expensive and not sure if State Parks could break even on this option. Will result in long term
maintence costs.

People can enjoy this same sort of experience from Bainbridge, Vashon, or on other islands or
coastal areas. Keep our parks natural!

I love this idea and think it could bring in revenue. Maybe limiting guests to protect the island
would be a good balance.

| like this with an asterisk. I like that this option would increase awareness of the marine world.
But with our already super regressive tax structure in WA, the increase in dis over pass fees
would be a burden on the folks who'd likely get the most out of this.

| think this plan would destroy the charm of the island.

This would be a really disappointing direction
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Quit complaining about the marina costs. You have the money somewhere you just don’t want
to spend it. Cut costs by eliminating the ada expenses. | realize we need to accommodate
handicapped individuals but | am confident the number of handicapped people that have a trip
to Blake island on their must do list is zero. That is a tough trip for someone with a handicap to
make. As the care taker for a handicapped father | know without a doubt even with the best
access for him he would not be interested in going. You guys are way out of touch with your
planning. It's so unfortunate to watch thes great state incal home for my whole adult life circle
the drain.

GHG emissions will be negligable. What the park doesn't need is paved walkways.
Keep Tillicum Village
Humans more important than expanded raccoon population

The Tillicum Village Longhouse should not be destroyed. Use vision, history to incorporate the
Longhouse in your future plan!!!

to much development, would totally change the park/island experience

this seems like a bit too much, but if it was done well, it would be a great opportunity for more
of the public to use the park. there are plenty of underdeveloped state parks in inaccessible
places. this park should be accessible.

My impression of this depends on how it is executed. The cabins should be very small and
rustic. The proposed location of the lodge is too prominent--it would be better to re-use the
buildings or at least the site of Tillicum Village for the lodge.

The character of Blake is ruined by urbanization. | question whether the financial merit is
feasible, and whether parks should be in this business, even as a partner.

The Raccoon population needs to be reduced.

Cabins seem to make it more commercial

I will be more likely to visit when it is returned to nature.
Diverse communities

While the overnight experience can be valuable, more visitors staying for longer periods might
negatively impact the island's ecosystem.

seems the most realistic option. hard to judge without looking at numbers of visitors,
assumptions about revenues and costs though. Better than destroying what is there.

This seems like overkill. Bring some of this vision into the Concession model, but no need for
onsite cabins.

If this is what it would take to be able to sustain the existing marina and moorage buoy
resources it would be worth the trade off. The vast majority of the island is natural and the
hiking trails provide terrific recreational opportunities.

Yuck

The cabins sound cool but | would love to keep this a natural space.

No need to demolish Tillicum Village! | don't understand why this is in every plan.
No deluxe accommodations

| like the idea that those without a boat and those without camping experience would be able to
enjoy the island. In particular | like the idea that kids can experience the island. | am
unconcerned about the racoons

Too developed-would prefer Indigenous inclusion in any development (like old Tillicum Village)
Again, more human interaction and higher costs for those interactions.
Fine except for the 2story lodge.

A commercial enterpirse such as you have outlined does not preserve the history, the
"experience nature as it was"ethic, or anything else that makes Blake Island unique
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| have concerns about overnight accommodations on the island. Unless it is necessary for
revenue to support the maintenance of the island facilities and marina, | would prefer to see
camping, hiking and day use only along with the marina for boating access.

Nice option, but definitely would have a higher overall impact with longer visitor stays.

| support expanding access and overnight opportunities, but eliminating Tillicum Village
removes an important cultural experience that should be preserved or reimagined.

| just want the marina to stay so if a plan to allow increased visitation will allow for the marina
and mooring balls to stay, then | would be for it.

Too expensive and island not meant for heavy density visitation

Prefer to keep current buildings but adding cabins would be a great idea.

This just seems like too much.

Too commercialized.

Leave park land. No cement!! Many hotels in town- this is special to keep the land

This plan could be adjusted in several ways, saving Parks extensive costs. By tearing down
existing buildings, then building cabins, lodge facility, etc. would take a great deal of time
before any revenue could be generated. There doesn’t seem to be any consideration of
repairing the existing structure, adding ADA comfort area accessibility to the existing structure
would be doable and keep areas outside the structure more natural. Overnight guests other
than island staff would cause additional stress on the natural environment and need for
additional Parks staff. However, the revenue to State Parks could be a positive long term
resource. Consideration of finding a hotel vendor to build and operate overnight guests might
solve both expense and income needs for the State. If this type of plan is put into production
there would be a need to keep a portion of the island off limits to visitors in order to protect
island wildlife. Looking at projects like the Paramount Theater or the former Seminary in
Juanita might offer a blueprint for a major donor to gift the state with a portion of the plan.

If think it's fiscally irresponsible to invest in this way, given anticipated rate of sea-level rise.

This is the worst possible steward ship of Blake Island. There are numerous state parks with
these amenities that are far more accessible. The calm natural state of the island would not be
able to sustaian this level of visitation. Aside from a few of the San Juan islands there are no
island areas as rustic as this. Its a gem right in the south sound's back yard, this plan would
destroy everything that makes it special.

| see this as being most harmful to the island and its natural areas.
Love this option to allow visitors without boats to visit year-round.
Blake Island is a bad location to rent kayaks due to current and ferries.

I'm not in favor of creating a playground for the wealthy. That's why | advocate a thrice daily
foot ferry from kitsap county. People should have to really want to get there to enjoy it. | don't
appreciate the current situation, where only those wealthy enough to have a boat can get there.
It is legally the closest place to camp from Seattle. Let's keep it as a fantastic camping spot
for families, but with easier, public, access.

It will likely become damaged, overrun, as occurs with any island based resort. This impacts
the natural environment

too much development with destroy the natural environment

1. The park's fragile infrastructure would need to be vastly and invasively upgraded to bring in
a lot of additional people. 2. The ability to access Blake when people want to rent a lodge
accomodation or a deluxe cabin would by necessity not always be able to run due to weather
and sea state. Thus, the finagling of reservations vs arrival dates vs departure dates etc could
get complicated as visitors would be totally reliant on water transportation. 3. Wildlife effects is
a big one - more activity = more wildlife being disrupted.

But | would like to keep the Tillicum Village/ Indigenous experience.

| like the concept; it could be scaled back. 10 cabins plus a lodge is a big expense to build,
operate, and maintain, in addition to the negative impact on the environment. Having only the
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cabins (rustic ones) would be less impactful than a lodge. | do think opening up Blake Island to
non-boaters is a good idea. The lack of a public option to get to/from the island seems elitist
for a State Park. A foot ferry from Southworth a few times a day?

Solar with battery backup could provide necessary power without as much environmental
impact.

This sounds busy enough to potentially overwhelm the charm, & | suspect it'll run into
archeological issues.

| don’t want Disney Land on the Island

This is my favorite plan. | think there is a lot of potential for Blake Island to become a
resort/retreat location. It is ideally located for it. My primary concern is whether this could get
the funding needed to realize this plan.

Let's not bring development and construction to this special island state park. This would
destroy the whole vibe of the island. There are plenty of other state parks people can visit and
expensive lodges on the mainland.

i find it interesting that this is a reasonable option to consider cabins since the state recently
closed the Cama beach parkd

| think the cabins and lodge would be wonderful if the parks can make it work.

Greenhouses add co2 to promote plant growth. high voltage power lines already cross the
island and seem to have little impact

| like the idea of cabins and a place for events for families and schools. | do worry about the
cost of all this, as well as the increased pressure on the natural areas. This may be too much
for this relatively small island...

This option is okay as well. (Option 3 was my favorite)
No no no
| think you ecological disadvantages are overstated.

Yes, very nice. State is not best at this kind of work. Manage the land. License the rest. Bring
in partners for the rest. How about license Uber app for boat passage to the island?

This alternative looks like the best alternative to maintain the island. Duwamish Tribal Cultural
Preservation

Keep the Island more natural not commercial as we have that in Seattle
No! Too many visitors would ruin the magic of Blake Island.

This is a more accessible and inclusive version of option 2 that doesn’t rely on a private
concessionaire. That is a great vision and model for a public resource. That said, it is
expensive and could take years to develop. If we were in an era of flush public funds, this
would be my preference. Given we are not, | favor option 2

State Parks should not be in the hotel business, period.
Having lodging options on Blake would be amazing!

If we can open this up in this sort of sustainable way and provide access was to everyone this
would be ideal

The most important thing is to maintain and improve the marina
How great this would be. Privet cabins for rent. This would be great.

The expense and disruption of the construction would not be optimal and this would be an
expensive option if the state were to shoulder the burden of both building and running these
new accommodations. Could there be an option that has something more rustic such as yurts
for visitors? A smaller concession like kayak rental or a small cafe would be fine. | don't love
this marina design but definitely prefer some marina to no marina.

It would be more cost effective to just find a ship vendor to shuttle campers to the Island.
People like tents. There is no need to over develop a park that is near perfect as it is today.
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do not commercialize

Think this will be too expensive and have negative impact on the environment. Love the rustic
park and hiking

3
This again is a bad idea. To many tourist.
restaurant/bar needed.

Like the improved marina access for improving public access, but dislike tearing down Tillicum
village- it will take away the potential of negotiatingRemov an opportunity for Washingtonians
to visit and learn about significance of Indigenous People's culture and ties to Blake Island

Seems like a bit too much

This is great.

Public interest is questionable

Concessionaire, staff, etc. makes long term viability at risk

Great idea but expensive

Always envisioned something like this here!

Eeek! Too many people. Keep this place wild! There aren't too many this close to the city.

I lived in the Seattle and Bremerton area for 54 years before ever stepping foot on Blake Island
just 4 years ago. Knew it was there, saw it frequently, decided to finally get there. It's a
diamond in a sea of commercialism and overpopulation. Why not protect it from this type of
over development?

We don't need to build more for the wealthy. Let’s take care of the island and surrounding
wildlife instead.

Too many feet on the ground, it wiuld ruin the wilderness feeling in Blake island to bring si
many people and activities there. No more wildlife, too many people.

| would like to here the Sugamish Tribe's feelings...

No stars. Does not meet many of the State Parks mandates. There are other parks locations
that could achieve the some of the goals of this alternative at lower cost. This would provide
enhanced accessibilty and better user experiences. | do not want any of my tax dollars going
to this bloated project. It will never pay for itself anyway.

The parks department could expand the volunteer program to support the increased need for
staff.

Funding this most expensive alternative -- incl. building rentable cabins, with enormous
maintenance and upkeep, is not in our budget priorities. And will detract, same as Alternative
3, from the opportunity to walk accessible natural trails, and enjoy quiet beach access with
view of our urban center not far away. WA Parks has other public facilities with rentable
cabins/yurts for those who want and/or need accommodations like this at other parks, all of
which are more easily accessible by vehicle, and do not require the enormous public
investment of infrastructure which this alternative (and Alt. 3) would require -- both for
construction, and for maintenance.

Too expensive and impacts small Blake Island negatively. Keep this version on park land that
isn’t remote island

This option will negate the beauty of the natural setting; keep the commercialization away from
Blake

| can see the pros and cons to each side. As a boater | lean more to option 3, but you have to
consider those who don’t own a boat. Having a place to stay would be great. Plus they would
bring in a lot of revenue

If this can be pulled off | think it would be a huge draw amd most likely out of all plans to be
financially viable once it begins operations.
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| like this balance the best

A new facility seems expensive and unlikely to get broad support which might cause
delays,cancelation and even a revert back to Marina removal

Would be better for environment and less impact for animals and more rustic to get away
Bad for wildlife
Can we just have some places that aren't so developed and touristed

This is a great option, although | am skeptical it will be funded without a private party to “drive”
business there. I'm generally supportive of any tasteful development of this under-utilized and
under-developed marina that has stunning views of Seattle and the Olympics.

| am a a boater, and | bring family to the island frequently. | hate the idea of creating lodging
and heavy visitation here. | love going or picnics and hikes, and peaceful overnights in the
boat.

There are plenty of places to get to overnight rentals on islands. We don’t need more.
Like the cafe and rentals. Expanded marina can reduce the need for extra mooring bouys.

Our population is increasing, and this would provide recreational opportunities for people
without cars and limited time. Being so close and accessible to Seattle is a real benefit, and
could be a jewel of the tourism industry here.

competes with private facilities. Parks has a poor track record administering cabins, such as
Cama beach debacle and Ft Worden.

This is great for school groups and retreats. which | wod love. The down side is, it will most
likely be too costly for most people, really limiting access.

With the ending of Cama Beach this would be a great alternative and there's likely a lot of pent
up demand from those visitors

too costly, too much negative impact on natural environment, too many people

Way, WAY too costly

Park lodges have always been popular and bring more visitors who would not otherwise come
to the park. But it depends on expensive infrastructure. Fine if the state will actually fund that
but | think citizens do not have the will to do that. The result will be that the lodging is very
expensive.

outstanding resource, great opportunity for education recreation and increased revenue

Much as | would prefer Blake Island to remain rustic, | think this option would provide the most
maintainable model for the Parks department. It would also allow more people to actually visit
the island and appreciate it, including those who do not own personal watercraft.

Too environmentally damaging and cost is extreme.
Absolutely NO!
Ridiculous! This is not Disneyland!

Although the overnight amenities and opportunities for school and educational experiences is
attractive, the cost, risks to completion, concession viability risk, and environmental impacts
are too high.

| think this approach might be a little too commercial for Blake.

Bad for wildlife, excessive use of resources including $

Too much development

More visitors could make more revenue and a fun fund the expensive marina.

Island wood and camp sealth already proved like experiences on Vashon and Bainbridge.
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more but not most accessible due to my disabilities
Don't ruin a gem in the PNW.

Sounds cool on paper but this is going to be costly to maintain over the long term and it does
not seem like the island visitors are asking for lodging and commodations or for a retreat
center. This is a marine access park and nature preserve. Let's keep it that way.

Both good things and not so good, but could live with it
The best cabins need to be placed fro the best views.

| feel that Washington State Parks offer plenty of other opportunities for recreation (as
envisioned by this proposal). | would favor no development or at most minimal low-impact
development.

Maybe too much for the small island to endure. Would need strong committment and dollars
from potential vendor

Complexity + expense + assault on natural world

no justification for this at all! the state of WA should have much better things to do with limited
public funds than this and please ignore anyone who tells you that the State can make lots of
money with this option. bullsh*t! option.

This tips towards a more exclusive experience.

Too many ways for this to be an expensive failure ( permitting, cost overruns for construction
and operation, revenue shortfalls, etc. And too disruptive to environment

Don't need this type of development on the island.

Feels like alot of cost/traffic for one location. Start with maintaining/utilizing what had. Only
add lodging If demand finds limitation in the situation

Too small an island for this intensive a development & will attract people with high
expectations for "entertainment"

This state park should be accessible to all state residents regardless of income or class.
Please partner with the county ferry systems, king and kitsap, to provide access.

Best overall. Best for public. Yellowstone does this, why not us too.
Too much.

Blake is a very small island. This would be a huge investment for no real reason. Better for
these monies to be spent wisely elsewhere

Best option for all people to enjoy this gem of a park.

too much commercializing an otherwise great natural preserve!

Let's add a ferris wheel or a roller coaster. We can have pictures of wildlife in the giftshop
To much commercialism and not enough natural state of the island

Too costly

Again, it would be nice to have but economic realities would soon make this option a White
Elephant. Option two maintains the Marina. If in the future, funds and public interest show that
options 3 or 4 would be viable, you have the basic building blocks to go forward with the
project. Without the Marina, nothing more is possible in the future .

Uniqueness, but lacks cultural significance.
Do not make this beautiful island just another commercial stop for people with money!

If this is what the tribes would want (and potentially operate), | defer to them.

| like the idea of a lodge and rental cabins, but | do not like the idea of tearing everything down.

I wish | could go back and give the 3rd option a 4 star now. | happened to boat by the village
several years ago and thought the structures on the island were quite impressive— NW and
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Indian combined architecture. | think this should be preserved and built upon otherwise it
looses its charm.

Too much development here. Maintaing a balance with upgrades to the existing facilities
similar to the model that existed for decades | feel is the right approach. This alternative goes
too far past that previous model. As they say "build it and they will come" is true, though with
constraint and respect for past cultures. The Salish tribes should have an equitable say to the
operation$ and themes of cultural histories blending traditions and present world realities. They
could fund much of the costs while offering lessons on their way of life for millennia to the
many visitors eager to experience such an accessible gem

Over-development can harm a natural area and the reasons for preserving it.
This level of development seems most likely to be financially feasible. It could be a real asset.

More people means more opportunity to enjoy this gem. More people might overwhelm the
island and may decrease the enjoyment if “getting away” from the crowds.

Blake Island should remain as a natural area without expensive improvements.

As a lifelong Seattle resident who enjoyed this park as a kid, turning into a 21 century
destination is a bad financial decision and would in my opinion ruin the whole aura of the Blake
Island experience

This would be amazing but it will never be fully implemented. This will end in oversight and
become a story about wasted money for a rich playground.

| grew up on the water and have visited Blake for 60+ years. If our family could boat over, tie
up in the marina, and stay in a lodge or cabin, it would be so delightful

This option feels like it would only cater to a small % of potential visitors.
Sell to Indians make it a Casino with hotel.

This plan looks rustic yet accessible. | might be improved by taking out the marina but keeping
the Argosy-type boat dock for public access, and making the accommodations just rustic
cabins and yurts like in other state parks. The lodge could be simple and rustic also.

| like the idea of giving access to the area, but also think it should be more protected
too insuoting to the island's history plus too expensive and commercial

Not crazy about this one, and it seems unrealisitic in any case. | think if people want this sort
of experience there other, better, existing options than BI.

GOING BACKWARDS.
Concerned about negative impact on wildlife.

this would be great but would the concessionaire then have too much say? But | would
definitely go stay there.

It's not Disneyland

Too much!

Provides maximum access to the public and a fun place to visit for one day or several days
Will overrun the island

No Disney please

too touristy

This option will not work for the island. Too much use and bad for the wildlife.

Too commercial. Providing a playground for wealthy yachters. They don't need it.

Given the limited access (private boats only), hard to imagine a significant demand for cabins.
Let the tribes decide.

Too large, negative impact on wildlife and natural environment.
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Too much. Don't ruin a good thing. How about some yurts to go with alt 3?

| think smaller concessions would do well, and | like the ability to make the island accessible
to a more diverse population, | know teachers who have valued taking field trips there,
increased revenue from cabins should help fund additional park staff. There aren't that many
cabins and it seems there is plenty of space for additional people. The west side would still be
rustic for those prefering that.

Nope

This concept will destroy the natural beauty of the island by commercialization of the island,
wit a high likelihood of abuse of the island by cabin renters. In addition the additional cost of
construction, maintaining the site, and additional required staffing is not s cost effective
solution for the island. The natural beauty and isolation of the island will be destroyed.

| do not support any alternative that demolishes the cultural important Tillicum longhouse. If
this expanded recreatiok option protected the longhouse, | would be supportive and give it four
stars with acknowledgment of some crowding concerns in the park.

Unlikely to be an economic success. Similar recreation experience already exists on Vashon.
No justification for ecological damage to Blake Island, which is worth more as a preserve.
What's next, a golf course?

Resort experience would be fun, but still concerned about crowds.
Definitely not. There would be huge protests if you do this.

The money needs to come from somewhere, but this much commercialization seems a
shame. | like the public having more access; our beautiful outdoors needs to be shared. There
are many way for dealing with people & pollution, but this may be just too much of a challenge.
Thankfully, most of the island is really quite isolated.

would prefer more rustic solution

I love the idea of having school groups doing retreats. Make it a fun overnight PNW experience
for the public. Seems hard to fund this though given the high price tag and wouldn't be as
lucrative of a return as doing a Tillicum Village 2.0 experience.

Yuk. Too expensive and developed. Blake Island is a retreat, not a resort

The island is way too small to sustain this plan. It also will not diversify the visiting public in
any meaningful class or racial sense. It will bring people who don't know what to do on
vacation except post selfies on social media. After a few racoon selfies, they will get bored
because we all know there is not much to do on the island. Which is what we love about it.
This idea will ruin the island for those who value nature and peace and sitting around doing
nothing, and also for the plants and animals.. It's horrible. Hate it hate it hate it. Please
preserve this treasure. For the record, | am not rich and don't own a car, let alone a capital-b
boat. | visit the island in an inflatable kayak we bought 20 years ago for $400. | am 60 years
old and will continue to do so for as long as | am able. | love Blake Island. It's enriched my life
beyond belief.

Way too expensive and there's no data suggesting the public will make use of added facilities.
Visitation to Bl has been on a downward trend, so start small and grow as needs and demands
change.

There are plenty of other options for a busy, recreational area. Let's keep Blake Island in a
more natural state!

Resort like experience would take away from the natural environment

I love the idea of making Blake Island an accessible and comfortable overnight destination for
those who want a comfortable way to experience the island rather than having to kayak to the
island and pitch a tent overnight.

Would ruin the attractiveness of the parks serene state.
Like it but maybe later when funding can be secured

This level of improvement would benefit the whole area.The island is big enough to support this
activity and still protect wild life much like waterfront parks that exist in Seattle.Activities could
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be expanded or curtailed during different seasons.
Keep Blake Island as wild as possible!!!!

money, not nature—reject!

way too much

4

What an opportunity so close to the state’s largest population center to provide an accessible
and beautiful destination

No, this is not Blake island. | have been coming here when my family drove the Seattle Harbor
Tours boats, and on our sailboat growing up. | now bring my family on our sailboat and the
proposed is a hard left from responsible recreation and cultural preservation. No thank you
capitalism

Too many unknowns an again, what do the tribes want?
Ways for more people to enjoy the island/nature.

So long as camping site are not reduced. It's important that people of all income levels can
enjoy this beautiful island.

Toxic to the environment and wildlife. Places like this already exist elsewhere. Do not destroy
Blake Island with commercialism.

| understand the appeal. There are many problems with this that go beyond the island. First of
all where would non-boaters park for 1 or 2 nights? How expensive would that be?

Blake Island needs to be kept rustic without grand cabins and big lodge which will fall into
disrepair and eventually be abandoned because of state revenue issues. Don’t want staff
housing

Too much. We don’t need a lodge here.

Wow! Complex--requires a lot of information for public to understand why this space needs to
relax, heal--we humans need to be more respective of our environment then we are.
Challenging.

The island is small and this type of use will really hurt the island and its environment.

Protect at all costs boater access. This is and will continue to be a highly valued, even iconic
part of Northwestern life on and by the water. Not enough now and the loss of Blake Island
would be huge.

| hate this proposal of adding cabins of any sort. Okay to have unimproved camping spots but
nothing that requires maintenance and repairs over time. There are plenty of people who enjoy
the park as is. Those who want to have cabins will still a way to get Blake Island so this
invites more commercialism for ferry people back and forth. no do not pick this alternative. It
will absolutely disrupt all the things we hold dear for Blake Island in its current state.

While | love giving school children access, that’s what camps are for. Blake island is unique.
I'd say option 2 is my favorite if there was a definite way to get there for non boaters. Option 3
is also good if the programming is reasonable and complements what is so wonderful about the
island. Number 4 is too much and would ruin the island.

Access + appealing to a more diverse group.

While | like the idea of having overnight accommodations, the expenditure and environmental
impact does not seem to be a good investment. There are other parks that need work as well,
and already have accommodations

Too costly for marine only use. Sell it to the Suguamish Tribe.
Oh no. A desecration of Chief Sealth’s birthplace.

Other WA State agencies, such as WDFW, RCO, and SRF Board are spending millions in
habitat restoration and grants precisely for these critical habitats, especially for the extremely
over-developed areas in central Puget Sound. WA St. Parks should not invest in uncertain
usage by a private company that also has environmentally damaging consequences. Beach-
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landing vessels can access the island for non-boaters. | support accessibility to the island, but
not at significant financial and environmental costs. Investment in increasing visitation to this
critical habitat is in direct opposition to other state investments and makes no sense in view of
the need for restoration of critical salmon habitat along with other Pacific Northwest fish and
wildlife.

Give it back to the Indigenous peoples
As you have stated, this option would adversely affect the natural environment of the island.

This offers an exciting opportunity for visitors and keep the development centralized in one
area so the rest of the island can focus on conservation, restoration and passive use.

Expensive to maintain, overnight campers dampen solitude

Another destination only for the wealthy.

Too expensive!

| like for school groups but afraid it would become another high end expensive destination.

Sounds like a tourist trap that feels offensive and a potential black hole for use of hard to
come by funding. A lodge will bring too many people there and will destroy any kind of solitude,
and wildlife pressures will increase unfavorably. Please don't allow this kind of extravagant
development. Just. Let. It. Be. For. Once.

Keep Tillicum Village!!
creates more access and finances some of the improvements and maintenance

While | believe this option could be financially successful, | argue against adding another
glamping option that is unnecessary for the enjoyment of nature. In fact, | would argue that to
spend so much money to make one's time in nature feel like anything but time in nature is
antithetical to the very reasons one ventures out in the natural landscape. Blake Island is a
true gen in the vast open waters of the Sound, and we, the public, need to be encouraged to
enjoy as it is, rather than catering to the crowd who want gourmet dinners, electric blankets,
and docent guided tours on electric bikes through the forests and beaches of the PNW so that
they can get back to their five star room in time to order to order haute cuisine in bed and
watch the latest blockbuster on a 72 inch TV. Please, leave Blake Island alone, don't spend
countless millions on making it into a rich person's resort. Let's keep Blake Island as close to
the way it was before the white pioneers arrived, both for those hearty enough to want to visit
nature in its natural state, and for the other indigenous animals and plant life who no choice in
the matter and just want their home to be left alone.

Again, we should avoid commercializing and building up Blake Island. Keep it as natural as
possible.

People need access to nature. We cannot let this area be limited to wealthy people.

Expanding access to Blake Island including for tourists could be a boon for State Parks and
the state as a whole. Providing more opportunities for locals to experience Blake Island, the
Sound, and State Parks is also a good thing. | worry slightly about overcrowding, the loss of
solitude and "rusticness", and wildlife, but | ranked it a 4/5 partially because | think there will
be many people who strongly oppose this option. There are plenty of places in Washington to
experience nature and solitude, let's utilize this island close to Seattle to bring people in!

This alternative feels wildly out of line with the public’s understanding of the role of State

Parks. The level of resource degradation required to achieve this option would essentially
destroy the ecological and recreational value of this site. State Parks should not be in the
business of building and tourist traps or vacation resorts.

My 3rd choice. | don't think there needs to be indoor space for overnight accomodations, tent
camping would suffice.

This would be better than the first two proposals, and would allow boatless visitors access to
the island.

Too much commercialization

Let the Island go back to nature. There is wildlife there that would benefit from less people. Not
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everything us about tourism. Some of our parks can be about a unique wild experience.

| prefer the rustic retreat option, although | like the public access in this option.

How will this be funded? There should be a foot ferry as part of this option. Keep the old lodge!
Just throw a Trump casino out there at that point... wtf

I think this alternative would work with the right public private partnership, and alliance with
both treaty tribes and local indigenous led orgs and businesses. This would require a lot of
planning and support from a broad coalition to work, but the long-term benefits to provide non
boosters, non campers and visitors to our state to expect experience life on an island in Puget
sound. Adherence to climate goals through green energy (waste to energy?) solar, etc to
minimize fossil fuel use for the resort amenities. Look at eco tourism locations around the
world for examples in critical areas that require strict development codes. This is the most
visionary and riskiest alternative but could give maximum benefits in the long-term

This does sound like a lot of fun, and improving accessibility is an admirable goal. However, |
do worry about the loss of a more natural experience.

Hell no! This not the place to accomodate a growing population. We're overwhelming
everywhere else that could be natural; this won't fix that. Instead this will overwhelm yet
another pristine plot of nature. When | see "deluxe" cabins, | see catering to the high-income
visitors who can shut out people of modest means. The wealthy in this country have power to
exclude access to recreation as it is. To iterate my comments on option 3, permitting for the
marina will be challenging in cost and schedule, and Parks should not be using limited funds
on a speculative investment when so many other facilities need to fill a backlog of
maintenance.

This option would turn Blake Island into an exclusive playground for the wealthy, would carry
an exorbitant price tag, and have massive negative impact on the wildlife and environment.

4

Again, what are financial projections and input from local tribal Indians. How many people per
cabin. How many cabins and rooms in the lodge. May need to limit or time day usage.

World class park for a world class city and state. Something Washington can be very proud of.
Expensive with no estimate - must be really high!!
Hybrid

In theory, | love it! But your having a hard time finding the marina itself so this seems like it
may be hard to accomplish. I'd prefer to see expansion of the standard campsites with water or
power service on select sites

ok. this makes me believe the first option os the best.

No lodges, no cabins. Park staff educating school groups or youth organizations only. At Camp
Sealth, sailing & canoe groups went to Blake Island to camp. A great sense of self reliance to
reach the shore on our own power. A commercial shuttle to allow all people an opportunity to
hike & camp. But No Resort! Keep something natural!

too expensive, too much of a disruption to the history and nature of the park
Maybe too much

not enough cabins

Unlikely to get funding

This would be okay, but even better if operated by the tribes. It's time for Washington State to
return this land to the tribes.

If you can fund it, this is preferable to the tillicum village replacement
More natural, less people and our impact on the environment please

We have plenty of natural spaces with high recreation possibilities already. This island does
not need to be impacted in this way. Please preserve this habitat and allow the more rustic
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options only. | really hope you're taking into account what local tribes (original stewards) would
hope for this island.
This is too intense development.

This is the worst of all the options. Taking a beautiful relatively untouched gem and
commercializing it and ruining it. Just stop.

The state needs more opportunities like this, the national park system is highly utilized and
under siege with crumbling facilities. The state should step up and provide other alternatives
for outdoor recreation.

Costly, lodging benefits those with higher incomes

If paying the $$$$ to fix the marina, should enable more people to visit. Very few cabins near
Seattle

| don't believe that given its cost, the final products would actually be affordable due to
pressure to recoup those costs. Again, feel like it just dilutes the benefits of alternative 1 while
continuing to harm the environment and being a money pit.

I mainly like the idea of boat concession to bring visitors and a small visitor center. See Sand
Harbor in NV State Parks

I like it, but the best option is to return it to what it was in 2019!

plenty of similar options in Puget Sound

Would fuel service be provided?

Encouraging large groups seem like a way to delish the peacefulness of the environment
Probably a bit too much for a small place. It doesn't need to be fancy.

This allows access to everyone.

Too expensive. Too crowded and crazy.

With the loss of the Cama Beach cabins, it would be great to have an alternative close to
Seattle.

| really like this option. Perhaps there would be a way to regulate the numbers of visitors to
reduce impact on wildlife and the natural environment. This is our one opportunity to build
something for the future, in a responsible way.

It is okay if it's crowded, because this prioritizes accessibility. This plan accommodates "boats
of all sizes", but the problem with that is that there are too many very large boats that shouldn't
be visiting this island, it should be limited to small and medium boats, other than passenger
ferries, in order to make it accessible to as many people as possble. Even though it will draw
more people than the other plans, this is the only place near Seattle where people can have
this unique experience, and people really won't be there all at the same time, except may in
the summer.

There are enough lodging opportunies available without adding another. It's nice to have a
natural area so close to Seattle.

This could be a win for all. Allowing schools to bring children first educational purposes,
learning about WA & Tribal history, etc. incredible opportunities. Create facilities & an
operational plan that pays for state park resources used for the park, including personnel. Find
sponsors who fund major construction initiates (marina, lodge, etc.). Build sustainably so
buildings are environmental examples of excellence (like Bullitt Center).

This would be so cool! | would love for the idea of lodges and cabins and not just
campgrounds! Sounds like fun and | think it would attract a lot of people!

Alternative does not comply with the State Historic Preservation Act
Until Camp Long can draw crowds why spend more money for a remote place.
Mosquito fleet synergy

I mean, if you're going to go big, do it. | like the park being a rustic marine park (upgrade the
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marina).
| don't hate it, but | definitely prefer the "more rustic" approach

Raccoons are everywhere. Deal with them. Vaccinate them. Relocate them? Cull them? They
cannot be the reason people aren't able to continue enjoying the island. Greenhouse gas
requirements? Maybe this is an easy way to meet an imposed goal but that doesn’'t make
restricting use of the island right. Goals are flexible. There are other solutions. | wholeheartedly
feel the island should be improved and a lodge is fine but truly feel that celebrating Native
American roots should be the focus. If a lodge is added, must add museum and native
education to support.

would rather repurpose that building. don't mind the cabins, if access wasn't too difficult.

| like the idea of making the island park accessible to school groups, even for overnight
excursions. But this does not require a 5,000 sq ft "lodge."” You can set up a group camp
facility that caps capacity at a relatively small number, 40 people, and build the most basic
infrastructure, like a covered cooking / eating space, and the most basic of cabin/tent/yurt
structures. No restaurant, cafe, nothing "deluxe." Plenty of people will still overnight throughout
the year even in basic yurts, and school groups can manage "rustic" for a night or two.

Development ruins nature, ruining the island experience

| like the idea of adding cabins, but not necessarily the lodge. Added cabins should not
diminish the available tent camping sites.

If people want cabins or more upscale accomodations, there are plenty of private-pay options
in the PNW. | prefer not to pay for this expensive option with taxpayer dollars. | do like paying
for campgrounds and basic access though, so much prefer option 3. This is not awful though.

Consider adding/maintaining hiking trails and specific bird viewing areas. | do not have a boat
and would like to be able to get to the island. This is my least favorite option.

it is essential to provide floating docks due to large tidal swing

Elderly on SS should be able to spend the day enjoying the island. Not just those making over
$100,000 per year.

This would include everybody !

Although a state operated park with easy access is nice, this seems to create a budget draw
and increase env impact too much to be worth it

Not a huge fan: | think this goes too far in developing the park. Alternative 3 provides good
public access without turning it into a circus.

Please, let's keep a few spaces for nature in our region
4

There are plenty of places with this type of experience. | prefer the more rustic and wildlife
friendly option.

This is the best option!!

This one is tough.. sounds nice, but again more people is going to be bad for the island
As long as the lodge stays small | like this

Yes please!

this is what this park needs, to be rejuvenated for all to enjoy

Too built up with all these additions. Too many people would be on the island. Plus, this
requires a lot of money for finding these amenities.

Helps spread use out over the year and improves cost sharing. | like the idea of educational
retreats. Managing over use during high season could be an issue.

Destroys the rare natural experience of an undeveloped island.

Concerned about how the heavy visitation may have negative impacts on wildlife and the
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natural environment.
Please include bull kelp planting in proposal. Please show pump out on the marina map.
This doesn't protect our natural area.

It's a good option. | think commercial endeavors in parks are a great option to meet budget
needs if they get more people out without excessive damage to the park itself.

| like this alternative the most, and a lodge would be attractive to boaters who may want to
kayak over and spend the night.

It would be magical to sleep on the island in comfortable cabins year long.

Close proximity to population center makes sense for educational benefit versus solely
preservation

Love the cabins (like Cama beach!) not the lodge

Blake Island is a gem we have enjoyed and gone to in our boat for 40 years and camped on
the island in our tent. We like it just the way it is now.

This would nullify the essence of the island and make it an extension of Alki. This would not
be best for those trying to enjoy the natural beauty of the island, aka an alternative to the
“mainland”.

Sounds pretty amazing!

NO. Anything that will try to add mooring buoys or try to add additional access beyond the
marina would overwhelm capacity on the island. This should feel like an island with a
concessions area. It should not feel like a public campground.

Don't sell it. Don't sell it out. Let Blake Island just be.

"Deluxe Cabins"? Really? What about the general public? | vote for preserving nature as much
as possible but am in favor of easy access for day-visits. Why not start a ferry service similar
to what exists for Jetty Island in Everett?

Way too much commercialization of the park. Just makes it another resort with loss of habitat
and destruction of wild places.

Too much development

| prefer 2 but | feel this gives the most people a way to enjoy the Island.
Horrible for natural ecology of island - please do not do this.

Seems unrealistic to fund

This is my favorite option. It preserves the marina and keeps the point of the visit to be
appreciation of nature

We need more rentable overnight options in the parks system. With the loss of the barracks at
Ft Flagler, and the Ft. Worden fiasco, affordable overnight rental facilities are an obvious want
for our state's residents.

DO NOT destroy the Tillicum Village buildings. They are culture.
Love it, partner with education groups

As long as the recreation does not expand further, | really like this idea and could be a good
compromise for all

This park should be as accessible as possible to all.

| like this option and think that many of the negatives could be mitigated through thoughtful,
inclusive design. I'd love to see a place where more people have access to the outdoors,
students have safe places to learn, and recreation is expanded. I'd love to see proposals focus
on design that respects and works with the nature, uses green building practices to reduce
emissions, leverages energy saving technologies, and still reflects this history of the location

The cabins are an ok idea but everything else subtracts from the natural appeal of the island
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Keep Blake Island more rustic, less developed. Big environmental impacts and overtourism of
precious island.

We do not need another tourist destination. We have plenty of island and shoreline tourisy
spots that serves all the visitors coming to the PNW. Let's leave the deer and racoon gangs
and leave Blake island as something people have to put on more time and effort to see.

Please don't do this that many people coming through that small island will change it forever

I would prefer parks spend $$ on operational budgets or small improvements to existing State
Parks rather than a large rebuild of the marina

Please don't.
Would love overnight accommodations

| like the idea of increasing accommodations but not at the expense of the wildlife on the
island

Nature will suffer

This option defeats the purpose of a park by making it just another expensive facility to offer
up to those who can afford it and pushing out the campers/boaters who currently enjoy the
peace and solitude of this oasis from the general public. Making it just another tourist
destination to exploit close to the biggest city in our state will reduce it's value immensely and
is not in alignment with what our park system provides. It should not be another beautiful,
natural area of our state to be exploited to make money.

don't need this level of development on this island, have lots of other options already available

Rating stars aren't working but | don't prefer to see so many cabins. The rustic feel of the
island is the draw.

This would ruin the park

This would be a good alternative to restoring Tillicum Village and I like that the island will
remain accessible to all visitors

Do NOT demolish the Tillicum Village long house!!

This is very good option for balancing nature preservation with the ability to make this an
educational destination for kids and schools. | did Environmental Education in 4th grade here
in Washington and that program is an amazing thing that our state does. More places for
schools to complete something like that seems like a good idea, though the boat only access
is challenging

Prefer it less crowded for enjoying the natural beauty.

Yes, a great day trip or overnight option to maximize human joy
Humans are yearning for experiences like this. | love this idea too
Makes sense to continue to add services on the island

This provides the best opportunity for non-boat-owning residents to enjoy this rare public open
space.

This is what the government should be doing with its resources, investment in the them to
improve public access. If boaters want a more rustic experience there are plants of options
North and South. Please fundraise!

Too many people in too small of an area

Lots of people could enjoy the island and even those who don’t camp or boat could stay there
Same as third option.

Duwamish longhouse

What do the indigenous people think? We could just give them their land back...

Not everyone has accessibility to private boats and this option would provide the accessibility.
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Additional parks/nature spaces are needed as state campgrounds/parks have to be booked so
far in advance and still fill up rapidly. More options for more people that love the outdoors,
please.

There are plenty of other places that provide this experience. Leave Blake for wildlife and
native plants to live undisturbed.

Overnight accommodations will have greater negative impact & will only be available to those
who can afford it vs day trippers in Alt #3 - more contained access, especially if part of a
program like previous Tillicum Village trips.

Cost
Lodge is too much. Try to reactivate tillikum village.

I do not support the over-development of the island, and believe Blake Island should retain its
current "rustic retreat" character.

This idea would require money to advertise its existence and very costly to construct.

This sounds amazing! | think the benefits outweigh the negative. Allowing more people to
experience the island. | would love to be a part of helping something like this move forward!

There is still a more natural experience on the other side of the island. This would be a
wonderful addition to boating options in the Puget Sound! Again please connect with yacht
clubs for ideas since nearly all boaters belong to one or more clubs.

In favor of a continued marina.

seems way out of reach financially. simple overnight facilities would be nice, without the big
lodge. Such as yurts or bare bones cabins like at Dosewallips or Kitsap memorial State parks

Far too crowded, | dislike the commercial expansion aspect
Be sure to keep the marina

Additional boat from Bremerton is a great idea! Should be implemented in other plans. Also,
does the Tillicum Village building need to be demolished, or can it be remodelled for the lodge?

Still like alt 2
Good for non-boaters, but a major impact on the environment.
This option has a greater potential for success

The logistics and economics of an aquatic glamping resort aren’t compatible with the PNW
culture

Makes it accessible for more folks, but not too many!

Worst of all worlds - Cost/Benefit is out of whack. Plenty of private lodges in the area can
service non-campers for corporate retreats.

If tied to HB 1923 - 2025-26, AKA Mosquito Fleet Act, this could be a powerful vision.
Great! Even better so we can enjoy our land!

This option, when operated well by Parks, will ad a valuable destination to the region. This
capitalizes upon the islands close proximity to Seattle and Bremerton with the possibility to
add other nearby communities such as Tacoma, Bainbridge, Des Moines, and Gig Harbor.
Lodging, cabins, and restaurants will be popular with a wide range of visitors. Improved
facilities with lodging and food will be welcome additions for visiting boaters.

Hotels and cabins take away from the prestige marine environment

Please defer to my comments on option 3.

| doubt that a commercial operation will be viable, even if they provide public transportation.
Makes the island more usable for all

| like it though it sounds costly.
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uYes, like Roche Harbor

Large numbers of overnight facilities does not leverage the islands proximity to Seattle. Day
trips are a better use.

Overcrowding will cause erosion and scare the creatures who live there
User fees should be applied to be sustainable
Don't like the idea of making the island overcrowded.

While having cabins and lodging on Blake Island would be a great resource for Washington, |
think the costs likely outweigh the benefits.

This option would simply destroy the island. Please do not pursue it.

Too commercialized! Blake Island is better with nature first and restrictions on fancy
commercial activities.

It would be to hard on the critters that live there. We need to find a middle ground where
everyone can enjoy it regardless of species.

Modernized buildings will cause more people not to come and lose money

Provides an opportunity to offset costs with lodging revenues. Because the lodging footprint is
still small, potential enviromental damage would be small. Provides more access to a diverse
set of visitors from around the State.

I'd advocate non-boater access but not for "glampers", that would spoil the special natural
experience of the park.

No rustic experience here.
Nothing really is decreasing gas emissions. Not even that carbon tax.

Not sure about current building condition, so back to plan Il of why not modify what you have
and save millions?

This would be awesome if it were a cost viable option.

For all your negative reasons! Will most likely succeed, though.
Blake Island is a nice oasis just improve what is there now.
Heavy visitation? Not sure what that means but | get it.

Too expensive. Also, diversity likely to increase the privileged, not those who can'’t afford a
boat

| don't see demand for this. | would consider combining this with the Tillicum village when
tourism draws for that venue slow

1

Marina yes, but don’'t need to attract a bunch of other people to overcrowd the island and
stress wildlife.

Too much development eroding the rustic nature of the island which is a gem near a congested
urban world

3. Will the plan ever pay for itself, or come anywhere close to that? There are so many
wonderful parks in Washington that it seems that investing in them is more cost effective than
building new facilities, unless this may one day recoup some of that investment.

We love, boating and camping there And one love cabins if they had them

This seems like the most arduous, cost-ineffective, and least-environmentally-friendly solution.
| think maintaining existing infrastructure (shoreside and in the water) should be the priority, but
adding such substantial, impactful construction to Blake Island seems like the total pendulum
swing compared to the first, natural solution.

Don't love it. Doubt that the lodging would ultimately pay for itself in the short or long-term. The
site's primary limitation is the lack of effective transportation for people that don't have boats.
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Unless that limitation is effectively managed there will never be much demand for camping/use
on the island. If it is resolved, then there needs to be thoughtful limits since it is a highly
desirable area and the use could easily damage the environment and existing uses of the park.

too much! Lets not "GO BIG" .....

Not realistic, no funding to complete. | like the idea of accessibility, but to much would ruin the
specialness of the island.

| am cautious of this proposal adding too many visitors, especially overnight lodging. | think
keeping visitation to mostly day-use visitors, tent campers, and boaters is the best.

This would be terrible for the entire south sound.
There's already more than enough state parks with such facilities.

Way too busy...and too expensive. Not necessary and it will destroy much of the rustic
beauty.

Doesn’t seem viable.

This would become too busy and crowded. This would have a negative impact.

The Puget Sound is so special and we should provide every opportunity for all to enjoy.
This is not what’s great about Blake. Please, no.

The more public access the better, this is a unique jewel that people should be able to enjoy.
Still maintains the majority of the island in a fairly natural state.

This is the best idea so long as there are still campsites available.

Don't believe this will benefit the most people. Think it is too expensive and although maybe
pretty cool will be too exclusive and overpriced cabins and long waits to get in

The island will lose its natural character. Too expensive.
If this is the only way to fund the marina, so be it, but a rustic environment would be preferred.

My comments here are similar to the ones | posted for alternative 3, but even more emphatic.
There are hundreds of venues that offer man made entertainment. What makes Blake Island
special is the beauty of its natural environment.

What is the option to not have a lodge building and save the staff and costs. Can the gift shop
be a vending machine experience to also save costs.

We love blake island . We go there 3-4 times a week in the summer. We like it rustic less
people the bettee

Absolutely not, Blake island is a sliver of nature in the middle of Seattle, it should remain as
untouched as possible

5 cabins? Its hard enough to get a camp site at a state park, only 5 cabins??? That would be
too exclusive. This is not a good use of public money.

While this project does sound interesting, and | can see the potential for recouping costs via
lodging, | think that having a barrier to staying overnight (camping experience/equipment) will
help to minimize the environmental impacts.

Please do not commercialize this treasure with deluxe cabins as they have in Yellowstone.

| wonder if the added income from visitors to the resort would actually cover the increased
costs of building, infrastructure and staffing. So many extra visitors seems excessive.

The raccoons vote for this option, and they outvote us all : )

This island is a historic and remote place sacred to indigenous people, turning it into a luxury
resort is not in the spirit of what it is and feels a little disrespectful.

| think day-use for commercial traffic would be fine, but increasing overnight amenities would
require more resources than it’s worth and may actually detract from the small vessel and
camping scene that Blake Island is so unique in supporting. A marine science oriented facility
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for school groups or community groups could be need though. But any accommodation should
be dorms or barracks, for better oversight of groups who coordinate to spend the night.

the island doesn't need large groups, or more people. Keep it isolated and rustic.

If the ROI works within state park standard practices, and it is not a money pit. This is a good
option. | do not like the "standard cabins" taking up camping spots. Maybe extend the lawn
down the beach and put the cabins their? Or extend the lawn and make more camping spots in
a new tree/lawn area?

| don't see any way the facilities would ever raise enough revenue to build and maintain this. |
definitely see the high risk of extreme negative impact on the wildlife and environment.

If this pays for the work over time that is good.
Overnight tents preferred but all people should have access
big potential for over use

This is the commercialization of a natural space and the cost seems beyond what the
department can afford.

To busy, to commercial!

| wasn't clear if camping in tents would still be allowed in this area? | think additional housing
options are a bonus and interest a wider variety of citizens.

This seems like a happy medium for non-boaters to experience the island, allowing boaters to
also visit.

| see the appeal but the price is too high.

There are some advantages over the lease/concessions option, but the ultimate cost of the
lodging options doesn’t make sense, since it would be unlikely to be used year round. Winter
boating to Blake is reduced vs summer, other public visits and lodging needs would be reduced
as well. Better to have it stay as a day visit place. Or camp/boat.

This seems to be in conflict with Stsre Parks mission. And seems highly unlikely to find a
concessionaire who would be compatible with State Parks req.

This would change the entire experience and only cater to a small number of people.

| cannot even believe this option is in the table. Blake Island is a treasure in Puget Sound
because all those involved in decades past denied developer plans. exactly

More crowded, more environmental impacts

| believe adding the concession and the opportunity for additional revenue for the
Concessionaire is the most economically viable. It is a shame to lose Blake Island as an open
space resource for the Puget Sound Community.

| generally support Alternative 2 in concept, particularly upgrading and maintaining the marina
and dredging to preserve safe recreational access, as well as improving ADA accessibility.
However, | do not support adding commercial access. If the stated goal is to limit
environmental and wildlife disturbance, introducing new commercial activity and increased
visitation runs counter to that objective. | do support demolishing the former
concessions/entertainment building. Its past failure shows it was not economically viable, and
rebuilding a commercial structure that is unlikely to succeed does not make sense. A better
approach would be to remove that building and allow for modest expansion of low-impact uses
such as tent camping. This would maintain the marina in its current recreational role, preserve
public access, and minimize disturbance to wildlife while keeping changes small and
appropriate for the island

This seems like too much activity, out of scale for the island.
2

Recreation is the heart of Blake Island’s purpose as a marine state park. Prioritizing recreation
ensures that the island remains a vibrant, welcoming destination where Washingtonians can
explore nature, learn new skills, and build lifelong connections to the outdoors. Well-designed
recreation infrastructure—trails, campsites, moorage, paddling access, and shoreline gathering
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spaces—supports safe, low-impact use while generating the visitation and revenue needed to
maintain the island’s natural resources. By choosing the recreation options, State Parks
strengthens public access, supports healthy outdoor lifestyles, and ensures that Blake Island
continues to serve as a living classroom and adventure hub for families, boaters, paddlers, and
hikers for generations to come.

Too costly, too ubanized and too great of an impact to wildlife and nature will be the result if
this option were to go through. Why does the marina configuration have to be changed? The
current design allows for boaters, all sizes to enjoy the island. The reconfiguration penalizes
larger families or groups that may require them to own a larger vessel. Update the ADA
accessibility. Replace, improve and maintain the current buildings. Allow for a concessionaire.
Don't recreate the wheel and make this more expensive, time encumbering than it needs to be.
The way the park is now... kayakers, campers (including scouts and educational groups),
boaters of many different sizes are enjoying the park year round. Why does the State have to
make everything so complicated? Add more buoys. This will increase usage and revenue.
Enlarge the store if you want more revenue. Improve the cabins for campers, if the
concessionaire does not need them all, and allow reservations to increase revenue. STOP the
idea of this costly plan to reconfigure the marina. We need an Option 5, that offers the
improvements I've suggested here. Keep the docks and buildings maintained and updated as
funding allows, increase revenue with ideas of how to use the existing footprint and buildings.
Find a concessionaire. Work with the tribes that have a great amount of $$$ and can help with
the cost... and want to educate visitors about the Native history in Washington. We are present
camp hosts.and have lived in Manchester for 50 years and have been boating 30+ years. We
hope we can continue to visit our beautiful island for more years to come. We have a 37 ft.
boat because we bring our kids and grandkids. They love the island experience too.

Could be an interesting avenue to have a private entity carry a portion of the costs.

There are a lot of overnight accommodations around Puget Sound, but limited rustic nature
islands. This should be kept more on the natural side of the spectrum.

More buoys, no lodge, standard cabins only
I'd love to be able to visit without having to buy a boat!

If | understand - this would be run by the park not a concessionaire. I'd prefer that, especially
making it educational. Partner with Islandwood or similar nonprofit educational organization.

Thinking about the future. Well done.
Seems expensive and hard to find concession .

Don’t know if | like tearing down the Tilicum Village, but it has legs for tourism! Would there be
a way to put cabins on the south beach area while including elements of proposal #3?

Too commercial,, costly, and will ruin the feeling of being on an island, with more people
comes other issues, | feel non boaters don't have the respect for nature and other people that
boaters do. | forsee litter , garbage, more regulations waste of resources, law enforcement,
emergency response, waste management, , the more people stay there at s time. The park
loses it's identity as a natural experience, which is why we visit the marine parks in the first
place. Don' ruin it. Save it

Love the restaurant idea! Keep the marina! Would love a convenience store where you can
pick up coffee, beer/wine, and snacks as well!

| like it because it provides economic opportunity but doesn't feel like too much intrusion of the
peaceful place.

All though it keeps the marina which | like. It is bringing to many people and is taking away
from the nature camping spot and turning it to munch into a resort

Dislike it

Best idea ever! Blake island is so unique and cool and more people should get to experience
its treasures. This would be such a fun retreat for families and more!

Not sure this is sustainable, who is your intended audience?

Marina upgrade yes, concerned with cost and overuse, non-boater transportation during off
season probably non financially feasible therefore more maintenance with minimal revenue
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Might work - wedding planner support might help.
Tillicum Village Building is an icon, it must be kept and integrated into new lodge design.
No commercial development!

| think this may work. As long as the lodge design, and functioning is based on good market
research and good architecture and landscape architecture design.

I’'m starting to like option 1

This is too much, carries a lot of risk, and doesn’t preserve the unique heritage and potential of
Tillicum Village.

Blake Island would not even be a wilderness experience with all these facilities, so what are
you showing the visitors? Government should stay out of this area.

this seems like too much
Not enough room nights to staff up as a hotel.
like it but return on investment may not be there

This is a great idea as well (I say that as someone who does not have to fund it directly when
WA has a 1.2B deficit) This is a great idea and means to hold to the Parks charter, giving
those who aren't REI ultra light kayak campers a chance to enjoy the park overnight. Great
idea, if the money can be allocated.

This plan is not in line with what state park should be the closer we can get to untouched
ecology with low impact camping and less infrastructure should be the priority

Too many people on a small island!

What specifically is the problem with the marina? | don't see it. Keep it dredged and the docks
maintained, it works great as is.

This might be a bit much for such a small island.

Seriously this shit isn’'t Disney land. It's a nice island where people with boats come to enjoy.
Stop trying to make unnecessary changes. You already charge too much for moorage and
camping and the cops that work there are complete assholes. Give this back to citizens and
stop trying to change it.

id like to see it remain a marine park with tent camping only. We dont need Snug Harbor on
Blake Island

We MUST besure that the local tribes are involved.

Don't need luxury cabins. The yurts in other parks might work here. Any cabins should be back
from the shoreline.

This would be awesome. Blake island is a unique place and providing access and overnight
options other outside of camping allows more people to enjoy the island. | believe the
downsides can be managed.

| like the island because its not glamping.

Grading system sucks. #4 it's and educational tool and people learn and appreciate stuff like
this.

too much costly and destructive construction. Keep the docks, campsites and restroom
facilities. Do not add to administrative and ongoing costs of sustaining infrastructure that
encourages and requires more consumption in a nature sanctuary.

Too many people, bad for wildlife, forest.

| think this is too close to just commercial development and | think the type of visitor who
would stay in a modern lodge rather than a tent are most likely to negatively impact the wildlife
and environment with litter, erosion, and other damage

The lodge and restaurant will go the way of history at the next economic downtown. There's
simply not enough to sustain a thing or things like that, especially when the time comes for
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capital expenditures (ventilation, re-surfacing, plumbing, etc.)

| support access for people who do not have/own boats. A full emissions evaluation might
include "boat pooling" being done to get to the island by non-boaters. It isn't fair to compare
this park to other on-land parks which rarely have bus access and everyone drives separately.

May lead to overuse, and would be way to costly design, permit, and construct.

Blake Island is a resource that should be brought back to a destination, better than before
Tillicum village was closed.

| don't like building cabin for overnight stays. People can camp or use day use. | could support
a facility of some sort for school use or group day use.

ruins the whole idea of the original park - we have plenty of lodge parks in the state already

Improving the marina is a positive, but this plan would detract from the rustic setting and
experience.

This sounds like turning the island into another Rosario Resort. We don't need a second one.

Look to IslandWood on Bainbridge Island, already providing exactly that camp expetience for
schol students... they would know if such facility duplication can be justified. Much easier
transport to the Bainbridge Island facility!

1
A lodge? Really? This would destroy the character of the island.

This goes way overboard with the access and degrades the island too much. Probably a
money boondoggle.

The option of cabins would be excellent. There are a lot of rustic island parks, and the entire
south of the island is rustic, and will not be any less rustic under this plan.

This continued trend towards rich visitors and deluxe accommodations is terrible. This is a
place that is intended to be relaxed; an interface with nature. If people want deluxe
accommodations, they should book a hotel in Seattle.

3

This would ruin the natural features of the island ecosystem, and the reason Blake Island is so
beloved.

Improved marina and easier use for people to visit in addition to current camp sites.

This is the best plan. Being somewhat remote and a bit difficult to visit with warm place to stay
makes this the best plan.

YES! OK, | actually love this one. | do love the rustic, untouched nature of much of the island,
but I think either it's this plan or we just go with plan 1. Half measures can lead to worse
results.

| am torn between sharing my island, as a boater. But this is probably best for ALL

Increase opportunity for youth training is excellent but removal of the salmon bake and show is
a loss to education. The facilities should give schools and youth organizations preferential use
of overnight facilities to provide healthier social advantage.

Keep parks for those wanting to visit les developed lands.

Island is too small to support resort. A better environmental impact needs to be done before
this is proposed.

This makes the most sense if the 4 choices presented
seems to commercialized

This is over the top exploitation. It is unnecessary given alternatives that currently exist and
provide a similar experience.

Keep the marina as is. Add the cabins.
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This is the best idea. Less impact on the land, keeps it natural but allows enough use to keep
a lodge and facilities staffed.

| really like this idea- a lot! But- just not realistic. Just keep it like a San jua island, rustic. Kids
camps/groups can ren out the Tilki in building. Pack in.pack out gear and garbage. Add buoy
balls, maintain marina for all public access.

Love this
The draw would be nature. Not commercial.

This is your winner! While personally I'd prefer the old buildings...however re-vamping them is
acceptable...don’'t want them to disappear. More spaces for boats and campers is exactly what
we need to improve accessibility for everyone not just the folks that can blow $1k on a day
trip!

The cost to keep these facilities clean and in good running operation will be ever increasing
Amazing chance to bring family and friends together, in a natural setting with a view!

I'm not excited about this much development unless it is a financial benefit to state parks. If it
makes money and offsets costs while allowing public access, then go for it.

Leave it alone!
The option would ruin the existing natural island experience.

Alternative 4: Recreation When Blake Island Marine State Park was acquired in 1959, it was
designated as a marine state park with the intention to create a public, water-accessible
recreation area that served all Washingtonians. Investing and upgrading the marina,
establishing a concession that provides transportation via boat from Bremerton and Seattle,
construction of a new two-story lodge that includes overnight accommodations, rentable event
space, and the possibility of a smaller concession (restaurant, cafe, kayak rental, etc.), deluxe
cabins constructed in a similar location to the Tillicum Village cabins as rentable overnight
accommodations. ADA accessible pathways throughout the day use area, connecting marina
to campsites, cabins, comfort station, lodge building, and other facilities would enhance
visitations for all. Alternative 4: Recreation meets the original intentions of creating a public,
water-accessible recreation area that serves all Washingtonians. Visitors who prefer a quieter,
more natural experience can still enjoy Blake Island by landing at the marina and hiking
beyond Tillicum Village into the island’s more remote areas.

do not demolish existing Tillicum Village buildings. Could still build the Thunderbird Launch
"Proposed new cabins" and restore existing structures

If this is all managed by the state it might be ok. Otherwise it might still be too much impact.
| really hate the idea of a lodge on the island

4

To much building and cost

Absolutely not.

This is overkill. Blake Island's charm is to visit an unspoiled and undeveloped place. Please

Please leave Blake island alone and as is.
It's the best of the four options but Revitalizing the docks makes more sense

Probably too much money unless dollars are provided by a commercial enterprise. Combine
2/3/4 proposals

This seems like an overuse of the Park. Again the finger pier design limits larger vessels and
groups that might raft up.

Consider a public/private option here for the lodging.
Too much - a lodge is not necessary

Absolutely hate this. Please please don't do this. Can | give negative stars? This would rapidly
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turn into impossible to reserve cabins that only rich people get to use

Parks are for people, this allows for the most public access. The island is large, this is only a
small portion of the island.

Costs would never be made back. | don't see the demand for this plan.

By far the most ambitious proposal bringing the park to a resort like experience. It represents a
wish list that makes it a throwaway proposal

The existing tent campground is wonderful. Deluxe glamping is over the top. Having worked for
a recreation campground company, | can tell you that maintaining and cleaning cabins is going
to cost WAY more money than you think.

2

This is by far my number one choice so far. | said other options were good, but this is by far
the best option as | think it would really draw a lot of traffic to the space and allow the park to
finance more

Kinda wish | could go back and increase on #3

If nobody wants to run Tillikum Village in modern times, this could be a worthwhile seasonal
camp development for the already developed area of Blake Island. While my main focus for
Blake Island is use by visiting boaters via marina docks with power and water, maintained
mooring balls, power and water for all boaters ashore, and active concession area for overnight
accommodations similar to a summer camp could be really beneficial for nonboaters to visit
this natural little oasis.

Same issues as option 3 with over population of the island destroying the semi rustic
experience and damaging the environment

This seems like a lot of effort and changes the vibe. | would not fight it if become the leading
plan, but there are plenty of other/better options in WA for renting cabins.

No, a lodge environment would ruin Blake island. They would charge very high prices to
compensate the building of the lodge and change Blake island from a nature retreat from the
city to an overpopulated retreat for the wealthy that don’'t understand the value of Blake Island.

I would be glad to see more parks facilities here. The rest of the island remains quite rustic
and the CMT sites on the west will remain the best rustic choice.

| love the fact that it has always had Tillicum village there. It is significantly historical and
easily accessible from Seattle Waterfront. I've been a nearly annual camper on Blake Island
since 1971-1972. | recall my first camp out on the west side like it was yesterday. We still visit
the west side approx 6 to 10 times a year; it is magical. We walk the entire island trails. Try to
keep it pristine and natural but where more can enjoy it (without introducing motorized vehicles
of any kind). Maybe look for a 25 year benefactor who wants to make it right. Wolof's have
benefitted enough from a pollution industry that they should consider the natural beauty of this
gem their way to pay it back

Seems like too much of a build out for what the island can support. However, better to invite
the public onto this precious resource so close to Seattle then sequester it away.

This might be a better option than the concessionaire. Gives an alternative lodging option for
those who aren’t boaters ant tent campers.

cost is a concern

This option is a financial disaster in the making. No revenue goals will be realized and the
investment will be a loss.

Tax the rich. Leave the island rustic

Seems like it would reduce the current rustic nature and natural appeal of the island as it is
now.

To expensive to build and maintain a lodge out there. Maybe more paddle in camp sites.

Alt4 is yet another, expensive give-away
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Regardless of the feasibility for permitting, the legislature is unlikely to provide funding to
sustain this alternative over time.

This idea likely to bog down because too costly.

I volunteer for the Footloose Handicapped Sailing group and have enjoyed Blake Island
annually for some time now taking handicapped people camping! Blake Island is loved by our
group!!

This seems impractical, given the remote location. Trash removal seems challenging too.

This may be more financially viable but given the limited space available will still not provide a
“rustic” camping experience. Perhaps yurts or other types of less impactful structures should
be explored.

Keep Blake Island like it is but rent out village buildings to a tribe to celebrate them at little or
no cost. People need to learn history of Blake Island. Update marina to accommodation
mariners and people who want to tent camp.

3
Leave everything the way it is, including Tillicum Village
To expensive. Will overpopulate island. Harmful to wildlife.

This may be more attractive to a concessionaire, but the level of development seems
excessive and inconsistent with the park's traditional use.

Seriously. And who would pay for this. No

if people would visit, that would help fund operations, and rustic place to spend some nights,
love it!

This might be the only way to improve the facilities there. | only visit there by kayak but
lodging and food makes it likely | would come more often. Anything that reducws the raccone
population at state parks is a plus.t

Allows for kids to use the island and learn about its value
spend your money elsewhere
Why destroy existing buildings to build new ones?

With a growing population, options to increase public access to outdoor recreation are key.
Either this option or the rustic retreat, with concession boats for transportation to the island for
non-boat-owners.

Can the build cabins be show place for off grid net zero dwellings? Partners with a vendor that
build these off site and install them here? Why does this option have a lodge? Could it be done
with cabins and no lodge to save cost and ongoing staff needs?

This is better than removing most boating facilities but could be too much access allowed for
"undesirable" elements (meaning criminal types). Some overnight cabin options would be nice
to improve stays in bad weather and new concessions could be enjoyable but | like the idea of
having it mainly a boaters' paradise to keep the unique marine aspects and prevent it from
being overrun with Seattlelites. Heavy visitation should not be the goal. I'm afraid it will
become trashed like so many other public parks, with drug use and homeless populations and
everything else that has overtaken our modern urban centers. We need more mooring balls
maintained for larger boats so those spending effort and fuel to get there will not be turned
away due to lack of mooring. Many of us pay extra for an annual pass to moor which should
help with upkeep -- and we will continue IF there is a reason/space to rely on.

Way too expensive. Why do you want to be in competition with existing private resorts?

Again, any commercial involvement must be supported by the entities who want to be a part of
this.

Would cost way too much for what is needed. Managing cabins will be challenging. Has
anyone asked for this?

Although this alternative truly maximizes the public’s ability to access the park, it also goes
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against the State Parks Core Value “ Commitment to stewardship that transmits high quality
park assets to future generations.” This much of an increase in public traffic does not balance
with the State Parks Mission to “preserve...for future generations”.

NO! The island should be open only to boaters and day visitors. A lodge and cabins would add
too many overnight visitors.

The size of the development proposed does not appear to include a lodging budget sufficient to
justify the cost. At full occupancy back-of-the-envelope calculations looks like fully hosted
service for ~90 people(10 cabins x 4 people + 1 lodge x 50 people). A quick bare-bones
staffing of a low-end hotel of similar size requires at least 10 full time employees that are not
supported by the plan. It does not improve the visitor marina experience either with increased
commerical traffic. For the trade off to make sense | would believe that the lodge would have
to be significantly larger (50+ rooms)

This sounds like turning the island over to tourists & commercial use vs. local access.
Best

Blake is a jewel and close to the largest population center in the state. As population has
grown, we need more options for all people. The cabins would incentivize a private ferry
service that opens more opportunities for all residents and visitors.

If financially feasible, a nice upgrade to Option 3 and likely the most appealing to the broadest
group of users.

As with Alternative 3, the desirability of this plan depends on whether the development on the
island itself would bring in enough additional revenue to fund the upkeep of the marina.

Keep it natural
having cabins is great for visitors who do not have boats, or don't want to camp
The park was always meant to be rustic.

| like the idea of it being a close and easily accessible wilderness experience for schools, Ada
required visitors, and other potentially disadvantaged patrons.

Deluxe cabins change everything about natural appeal

| like the idea of this, although to be honest | don't really like the idea of the island getting
more “crowded”

The island is too small for such a development

Pleas no

This could change the experience of the island for many who currently visit.
It's too small an island to accommodate such heavy use.

1

This option is in direct opposition with Alternative 1 - climate change? So not sure how | feel
about the fact you started with climate change models and then get to, let’s build up the island
as those models don’t mean anything.

Options 3 and 4 provide public access. This one provides overnight accommodation for non-
campers.

Awesome - there is nothing like this!
Don't overdevelop the island

| do think having cabins and more amenities is attractive. Other places like the San Juan
islands have this - and it is still nice to visit there, and they make money. Look at those
models in the San Juans for comparison to this proposal.

This proposal greatly increases impact on both the island as well as the experience of the
people that visit it. Yes, non-tent camping would allow more access to a wider range of people,
but isn’t it part of the point of this place to be out side, in nature? This proposal would be very
high cost to the state to build. Potential large groups of people - school groups, wedding
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parties, etc. could be a major impact on the park’s environments and the peace of the place.
This peacefulness in direct contrast to the busy city just across the bay is an incredible piece
of the charm of this gem of a park. This proposal could destroy what is great about the island.
| would favor a proposal that added a few cabins to expand access to a wider range of people,
but the lodge seems like too much impact.

Could destroy the rustic appeal.

Too big

Do it

Island is small and this facility is unlikely to be profitable.

Prefer this over #3. Increases diverse use and the idea of spending the night without camping
is popular. Expence would be high and out of many’s reach but dick and island still available
for day use and remote camping. Also interesting wedding venue. | have good memories of
trillium village but the world moves so fast the vision has to be able to transcend time. Parks
lodging can do that.

This is basically stupid. IT'S AN ISLAND! Not a tourist stop. If you are able to get there on
your own, great. That will keep it as rustic as it is now.

Didn't option 1 say there was NO money? Where is the option to just maintain what exists
today and bring back the salmon dinners and dancing?

Pollution and over use of the parks ecosystems are central in a plan that adds buildings and
increases the year round access. The island is healthy now. It has a finite carrying capacity.

This option would allow the State to continue to guide and constrain the development of social
and lifestyle options whilst taking advantage of private operational expertise and private
funding.

Better than large commercial building, cabins could build interest for people with smaller boats
Too commercial

Only problem with this like Kalaloch park you won't be able to get scheduled because of over
crowded or too expensive and State is pocketing more funds. It would be great as long as
doge comes and audits regularly.

way too commercial and abusive to environment there

why change what has worked. | have had more memorable experience's on that island. The
cool part is its rustic and not commercialized

These types of overnight facilities are better suited for areas like Cama Beach where visitors
can drive in. Put the effort into re-permitting cabins at Cama Beach!

Maybe best for finances but would prefer more nature/camping focused park with water taxi
access

Yes! More access to the island for people including boaters.

No accommodations beyond self supplied tent camping or overnight on a boat
Use the space for additional tent camping

Seems interesting and a potential upgrade

This option would preserve access to the greatest number of people using the greatest manner
of access. However the impact added people could be negative. This might be the most
economically sustainable.

Provides access for those who may not otherwise visit. Has an additional revenue model and
creates jobs

Best of the 4!
This would be bad for Blake Island. Too much traffic for a fairly small island.

This could become a high-demand weekend getaway destination!
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While | appreciate the opportunity to have an even wider range of visitors it throws the balance
of having a more rustic and quiet wilderness experience.

This seems like a good alternative for both local pnw boaters and visitors

This is a great future with the growing area! Making it easier to enjoy and use the space is a
great investment

Way too costly.

Again this is development that is taking away from the natural environment that the island
represents

Get Indian funding and make it all about enhancing an education on our Indian culture

| can’t imagine that with the huge capital costs overnight lodging would not be exorbitantly
expensive and likely not be economically sustainable.

this is the first step to destroying the island
More intense development may be needed to make the concessionaire viable

Parks Department should not be adding things to operate on their constrained budget. Look at
Fort Worden and the mess that was made in Port Townsend. Five cabins is not economically
viable. A lodge would add all kinds of unnecessary complexities that we don’t need.

Keep Blake Island accessible but not over used. Expense is high with little gain.

yurts would be cheaper than cabins. | like the idea but don't make the cabins too fancy. Simple
and well made is best so that they are still cheap enough for normal people to use. Fancy
luxurious cabins that are only good for rich people would be disappointing. love the idea for
Kayak/canoe rentals, maybe a few small sailboats too.

| think the cabins are much. more of a long term commitment of Washington State Parks to
manage the cabins. Are you ready to commit to that level of staffing long term, regardless of
budget availability?

Not convinced putting a lodge would encourage non-lodge visitors.
Do not overrun the island with people!

This one provides new ways for the public to be able to experience the park. | think that there
would lots of winter use and provide access to many throughout the typical summer season. |
love how the plan allows access from Bremerton. Blake Island is part of Kitsap County, but not
realistically accessible for most people who live to it's west. The island is a gem that we
should be better utilizing!

This would be an awesome choice and make Blake Island comparable to a national park
experience.

Why don’t we just build a hotel? Maybe put in an airport so people can just fly directly there?!?
| go to Blake Island to get away from crowds, and tourists. So far this is the least desirable
alternative. And stop trying to add more slips to an already tight Marina. When the slips are
full, move on.

We don't need more luxury accommodations in Puget Sound, this would be too
commercialized and lose distinct and unique character

Use shepherd dogs to chase Canadian geese from island to reduce geese droppings.

Sounds like an interesting concept that could help provide funding for continued use of the
island. My question is whether the "standard cabins" are necessary as those campsite are
always full during the summer. | like the idea that the lodge could provide facilities that could
entice day users to come as well. This could also be a draw for cruisers who come in the day
before their cruise and are looking for something nature oriented to do, but don't have camping
gear.

| prefer the marine state parks to remain rustic and more natural settings, but with good
boating access as in the Rustic Proposal.

anything that preserves the marina is good
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Heavy visitation is a bad idea will destroy the habitat
This would be different. It could be cool

We need to face facts that this island is close to a major city. If you go this route you will
maximize the value of this incredible site. Yes it will not be a nature preserve, but will give
families and guest an opportunity to spend the night and do more than just a day trip. There
are lots of folks that would like to spend more time there than just a day boat trip. | think have
a concessionare may also help with the costs of new facilities

Remove the lodge portion.keep the welcome center and park office with cafe. Build the cabins,
easier to maintain and operate than a lodge. Combine with option 3.

No lodge ever

There’s no need to build lodges or cabins

Having that many people visiting the island would be disastrous.
The 5000 sqft building is excessive.

Most people come by decent size boats and don't require alternative lodging. Don't make it an
amusement park and attract non-boaters that might not appreciate and protect nature as well
as boaters do.

maintains boat access, generates revenue, becomes an easily accessible tourist destination
for day trips

Selfishly, as a boater this does nothing for me but make it potentially more crowded. But it
would allow more people to enjoy the island. More costly though, so | rank it 3.

Over development of the island will turn a peaceful, rustic retreat into a mini Disneyland.
Seattle and its suburbs are already overbuilt. Blake Island is. Of large enough to handle the
density of visitors that this alternative proposes.

Keep it more rustic less Glamping
Do not develop further. Return stewardship to Suquamish tribe.

Cabins behind the existing Tillicum Village site would keep the island looking more natural as
opposed to having some on the shoreline. Marina dockage is still a mess with to many small
spaces not allowing for individual variation of visiting vessels.

This converts public lands, purchased by the public for public use, into a playground for the
rich and commercial event venue, breaking faith with the taxpayers paying for the facilities but
can't afford to use them.

What are you thinking? Hell no. You are willing to destroy Blake island? Why offer option one
of you then add this into the mix? Who comes up with this???

This would take FOREVER to accomplish! It would not be a bad idea for a possible phase 2
but focus on the marina. And how about that pump out station that hasn’t worked for decades?

Prefer village buildings revamped NOT demolished
Likely too expensive for the revenue generated
Prefer lower cost resort cabin style that is rustic.
Option 4, 1 star

May be tough to rent cabins year round. Not a bad idea to give others without boats access to
the island.

Seems like this option might be exclusive, as the cabins get rented by groups, making it less
attractive for day visitors

Blake island is not meant to be a four seasons. Camping and boating only.

While this option also appeals it seems a bit more risky as to the environmental impact. It
would depend on the values and mission of the concessionaire. If the mission is purely profit
driven we all know what would happen to the island and the existing flora and fauna.
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The option that enables the greatest public access
| don't like the idea of making is more accessible and highly visited.

Too many people and too much development. The key to all these alternatives is you must
retain the marina.

To commercial. Day use only is enough.
Would like to see Blake Island stay more on the rustic side than over developed.

Inappropriate and disrespectful use of public lands and natural spaces, and wildly expensive to
create and maintain. Doubtful this proposal would be sustainable or could be done without
harming the environment or sensitive species.

This would turn this beautiful island into a tourist resort. No thanks
Too commercial and not enough natural

This would be great. There is very little boat accessible cabin type accommodation in this
state.

Want my grandchildren to enjoy.
Like it's just another commercial RV Park.

Increase the overnight moorage costs and add a per person landing fee for all people stepping
foot on the island.

| can see the value of group use, not sure about rental cabins.

| love this option 5 stars

This seems great too. Those who prefer more rustic can stay on the west side of the island!
Concerned about ability to fund a project this size

Making park accessible and fun good for Washington residents

Too much going on, expenses

2

Too impactful to the small island ecosystem. Need one more option: invest in maintaining
Blake Island as it is now.

2

It would ruin the ambiance of Blake

3

Requires too much development to create a resort. Changes the island’s character too much.

There are too few rustic options. A lodge and cabins would degrade the environment. And there
are other lodges available for rent in the off season (For example, church camp at Indianola)

This also keeps access

Both option 3 and 4 are great. | went to Blake island on a 5th grade field trip in the 1980’s. 40
years later, the memories are still fresh. Don'’t take away that experience from the younger
generations.

Expand lodging with use of existing vendors in other national parks (Olympic peninsula lodges,
yellow stone lodges, for example), companies have experience running profitable maintainable
experiences. Greenhouses gases must be reduced by parks? What? Reduce green house
gases of campgrounds? This does not add up or make sense!

This idea is best.

This is the worst so far. We don't need more commercialization on WA islands. Or more
destruction.

Too much visitation will ruin the island!
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This also feels overbuilt

Too much traffic and infrastructure to preserve the natural environment that Blake Island was
meant to be.

| like this on par with alternative 3, possibly more due to increased access to enjoy the island
overnight.

| love this alternative
too expensive

Alternative 4 is attractive as it supports public access to the park. But the higher cost of
building and maintenance of these facilities could be a drain on the state park budget. This
option could be completed in phases.

This is possibly the best option. It allows for increased larger boat access as well as access
for folks with smaller boats who don’t want to tent camp. | believe this would increase year
round use and with increased user fees would be closer to covering the actual costs
associated with maintaining this wonderful park.

Horrible idea, keep it for boaters, been that way 10,000 years.y

Access for school age kids and minimal impact day use is ok. Jobs will result from this
approach.

| like that a wide range of people could visit and enjoy the park for a range of activities,
especially school and youth groups. It is great that disabled people and those without
outsmdoor skills forcrustic campung could also enjoy the park and appreciate nature.

| like that this option provides more opportunities for more visitors.
Great if it will save the park

Do minimal maintenance and keep the marina open. Charge to use the dock if needed. Charge
to enter the island. Put a fee on the restrooms, use a coin operation. Maybe have a sales
locker on island for firewood during safe times. Make all campsites reservavle so that invome
is predictable. Charge more for the sites.

Really no need to make it more crowded/less rustic than it is. Unnecessary extra expenses
Just what ever you do, just keep the marina access
Again, more access and facilities will mean more of the community can enjoy Blake Island

I'm 40 and find it demoralizing to see how much tent camping has declined. We don't need
more roofed accomodations! Especially in rustic hard to access areas.

It will end up being only for the rich, and will ruin the natural feeling of the island
FUCK THE LODGE. this is Blake Island ... not the San Juan’s.
Hotel and golf coarse

Again, boaters love visiting the island. And this option allows for a lot of people to enjoy the
site

Like the marina rebuild. Very concerned about the island being over-used and over trampled.
even better

Neutral on this one. If the expense and cost to sustain this plan is feasible, than ok. But I'm
skeptical of the cost of this one.

Would be great to add camping

Too much infrastructure for a beautiful gem of a park. Government management will cause this
to cause too much and ruin the nature focus of parks.

A great option to show what washington is all about

| like it if the increased revenue from the lodge exceeds the increased cost.
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Would turn the island into a really great destination! The marina needs to stay to allow people
to visit on their own small boats, as many on Puget sound have them.
Do it. About time some on water infrastructure gets invested in
#2 is the best
I'd love it! | imagine it will be hard to fund.
Too commercial and look at all the trash. | take mine with me when | take my boat out there.
Even more awesome would be a 40 room hotel with a pool
maybe just a 1 story lodge to blend in better
Love the lodge
| like plan 3 the most
Best one.

Too many people and too much of an impact to natural areas and cultural resources. Leave it
rustic and maintain what is there now

Scale this down some. Should be a “Marine Park” for boaters
Great for disabled experience. Would need wheelchair accessible boat transportation as well.

It will never be able to get permitted unless you are related to somebody in the permitting
office..let's be real here.

Inclusive and not tied to private enterprise
Give me a break with the greenhouse gas bs

No lodge. That will only cater to the rich. Keep it rustic for the public with only public marina.
No commercial use.

3 stars. Form broken

| picked 4 like it

Might as well build a casino

Too much development

The greenhouse has issue is not legitimate

Seems like it would impact the feel and charm negatively

This Alternative seems like a fair compromise in terms of protecting the environment and

allowing public access. The accomodations could be set up so as to be self-supporting through

fees which would reduce the burden on the Parks Department.
The heck with the green house baloney.

Keep rustic and marina for overnight use

I'm

4

Too much commercialism for this getaway

This is what our state needs.

Show some backbone. Eliminate the permitting process for state parks. Mooring bouys have
very little environmental concerns.

The best

Go big and leave something beautiful for the next generation. If we keep taking outdoor
activities away we will grow the crazy population

Okay, now you are just blowing cash all over the place. Stop trying to fix things that are not
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broken. Improve the darn marina and add mooring balls around the island
No hotel
Too expensive to maintain

This would ruin the serenity of Blake Island. The state does not need to provide for non-
campers at its state parks. There are plenty of options across the state for lodges, rental
cottages, etc. Please do not ruin Blake Island State Park!

roadmap for island being overrun and destroyed

Like it, but may be too intrusive. Still think the residents need access to their natural
resources. If this creates revenue to help fund the island, | would be for it. Remember, this
Island should be part of our Park System and allow access to all.......

Get rid of the raccoons

This with mix of alternate 3....This will increase desireability for people to visit.

| don't think it needs to be developed to that extent.
Just dumb...See Sucia island and BC marine park management plans and copy
I like that it allows revenue streams to the island.

| think it's too fancy and will have too many negative impacts on wildlife. I like that it
encourages school groups to do overnight visits...but I'd rather see something less
fancy...maybe yurts or rustic cabins but it's mostly camping.

deluxe cabins?

No being able to see in advance which alternative we are looking at, | like this better than
concession

Keeps the marina going and allows others to enjoy Blake Is.

Way too much!!!

why not build 30-story tenement buildings instead and complete the planned blight
Too much development.

One extreme to the other... This does not maintain the "rustic" goal that is currently what the
island is loved for.

(It's weird filling out this survey and being provided options one by one.) | like this option too,
and my support for this one hinges on if there are actually groups or organizations that would
use such a space. Is that a market niche that would actually generate visitors? If so, then I'd
be all on board with this idea.

Development of Blake Island!?! Why??? You must be joking.

Keep Blake Island rustic and less trampled. The developers should divert their focus to
Vashon Island.

Love the idea of school groups and retreats, but cuts to school outdoor programs have already
curtailed most such experiences. If these facilities are built, but not fully utilized, we will be left
with the same problem that the Tillicum Village buildings present.

Not thrilled with rental cabins. Prefer more rustic day-use and camping and less
commercialization.

Best usage for multiple visitor types

Opening the park to overnight land visitors compromises the experience, which is to visit a
natural site in as close as possible to its historic condition. Washington Parks should take a
lesson from BC Parks Forever, who expand access to remote areas without compromising the
history and beauty of the area.

Making a peaceful retreat into a commercial nightmare would. be a huge mistake. Hate it, hate
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it, hate it!

Overnight lodging is not needed, nor is additional "commercial" infrastructure.

Where is the expanded marina? Many times there is no room for boats.

Interesting, probably cost prohibitive

The investment is not worth the public benefit

With careful management, this option could serve the interests of the various potential users.

As a boater who frequents Blake Is, | appreciate the marina being expanded but the this option
does not seem to include expanded private boater access along with other access.

We have enough hotels etc right across the water. It's hard enough to get away from the city
without building one at my favorite local state park!!

| am very disappointed that the State is investing in new parks (e.g. Beebe Bridge) and
restorations and re-developing parks (e.g. Blake Island) when the State is completely
defaulting on its maintenance and repair responsibilities at existing parks such as Cama Bach
Park

| "like" alternative 4, but am confused as to why 4 stars light up as if | clicked on all of them, |
only clicked on "like it". | believe the cabins would see substantial use, again the season is
limited, but the cabins extend the season. The lodge is unnecessary as Blake Islands beauty
is in it's rustic character. If someone wants a "lodge" there are plenty elsewhere. Again, | don't
think it is financially viable.

Keep the island rustic. Those who want a cabin retreat have many other options.

Wish it were possible but | fear the island cannot sustain so much increased visitation.
Suggest benchmarking against boston harbor island “George’s Island”.

I love this alternative but when | choose option all the options are selected

As a Bremerton residen, | would love the chance to stay overnight at a new lodge on the
island.

Would change the very nature of the park. We already have overcrowding across the Puget
Sound, constant traffic on I-5, etc. Don't commercialize the park.

Provides a reason to come to the island. Central point. That is good for access accessibility.
I'd love to go to the island for dinner.

No. The government and private businesses have ruined most of the state already. Don’t ruin
Blake.

Low cost roofs like yurts would make sense as long as there is ample camping available
outside the main landing.

Blake will be overrun and busy. It's beauty is its quiet solitude!
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Q5
3576 responses
Please rank the 4 Alternatives in your order of preference (1 = most desirable, 4= least desirable).

Alternative 1: Back to
Nature

Alternative 2: Rustic
Retreat

Alternative 3: Concession

Alternative 4: Recreation
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Q6
3789 responses

Do you, or would you, visit Blake Island by private boat?

Yes, | utilize a private boat
(not including hand-
launched vessels)

Yes, | utilize a hand-
launched vessel (Kayak,
paddleboard, canoe, etc)

No, | [would] use a
commercial transportation
option to visit Blake Island

Other
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Q8
3770 responses
How old are you?

Under 25

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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Q9
3751 responses
Which category describes you? (Choose all that apply)

American Indian or Alaska
Native

Asian or Asian American

Black or African American

Hispanic or Latino

Middle Eastern or North
African

Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander

Some other race, ethnicity,
or origin

Prefer not to answer
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30%
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Q10
3739 responses
What is your combined household income?

Less than $25,000

$25,000-$49,999

$50,000-$74,999

$75,000-$99.999

$100,000-$149,999

$150,000-$199,999

$200,000+

Prefer not to answer

0% 10% 20%

1/1
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Answered: 1,143  Skipped: 3,156

RESPONSES

| lived and worked on Blake Island for Tillicum Village from 1968 until 1992.

Glad to have the opportunity to review the considered alternatives. Blake Island is a nearby
jewel of the Washington State Parks. Absolutely wonderful location and a gift we frequently
visit. We love it!!!

| am a volunteer member of Footloose Disabled Sailing. | have been camping on Blake Island
Since 1997 (our organization has been camping on Blake even longer). We have had upwards
of 30 to 40 participants and volunteers join in our camping trips. We started with overnight trips
but extended them to 2-night trips. This is the only time most of our participants are able to go
camping and have such a wonderful experience. | have a disabled daughter who is a
participant and looks so forward to the Blake Island trip every year. | am one of the organizers
for this trip. This is a really big event for our organization. Seeing the joy and excitement in the
faces of our campers is wonderful. | would like to see this remain available to the boating
community. ADA accessible bathrooms would be a great benefit. We seem to get around the
island pretty well. We have all kinds of abilities, from blind, strokes, Quadripeligics,
parapeligics etc. Blake Island has given these participants and volunteers camping
experiences that some may have never gotten to do. Loosing the ability to have our Camping
excursion every year would be devastating to a lot of people. | also have family that boats and
accesses Blake Island several times a year. If you have any questions of me. Please feel free
to call. 206-799-2719 Natalie Willing

I'm submitting these comments on behalf of the Maritime Washington National Heritage Area.
We would be delighted to meet with folks at State Parks to discuss how we may be able to
support future work at Blake Island. Please feel free to reach out to our program director Alex
Gradwohl at alex@preservewa.org.

Don't kill the golden goose. But you don't need to take the full bite. Loosing the breakwater
would cause irreparable damage to the availability of recreation for all of us.

We have not been to Blake in several years, but really enjoyed our previous visits.

We are boaters and have visited the island. We have also camped as part of a Scout group.
We hike along the trails. | visited Blake Island in my childhood to Tillicum village (I still
remember the meal). It is such a treasure for all of to enjoy. It is so close to Seattle and it
would be a shame for it to be cut off for use.

Blake island is a unique and prized nature area close to and accessible from urban areas. It
needs to remain inviting and accessible to include moorage options.

This is a difficult decision.

The wildlife and natural environment is what makes Blake island desirable in the first place.
Without that, it's just like any other park (we already have many) except with the added
complication and expense associated with an island location. Therefore, any path forward must
have preservation of the natural Blake island environment as its first priority.

Give it back to the tribes

Baked Island has been a huge part of my life and my family. To see it go back to its natural
state breaks my heart heart. | hope that it can have an outcome that is somewhere in the
middle— allowing the thousands of people who truly love Blake Island a chance to keep
visiting this beautiful island .

Blake Island provides a special park opportunity that should be preserved and accessible to
diverse groups will maintain and protecting the natural environment

Wildlife is increasingly being crushed by the weight of humanity. We are not the only ones on
this planet. Humans get free run of almost the entire Puget Sound area, let the animals have
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Q11 Please provide any additional information you would like to share.
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Blake Island. Thank you.
| have visited Blake island multiple times yearly for 60 years.

love utilizing Blake island year round. The trials are the biggest draw to me. | hope they are
maintained.

Persevere the boat harbor. There are not enough marine parks in our state.

Blake Island is perfect in its current state. Please don't ruin it with commercial options leading
to over use and abuse. | love it as a rustic retreat.

Love the beautiful natural Blake Island. Please don't ruin it with too much development. Keep it
natural.

Our family travels by boat and we visit marine parks state wide and all over Canada Look to
Newcastle island in Nanaimo BC for inspiration When we are fortunate enough to visit there we
see a very diverse group of citizens who are able to access an amazing island because there
is a ferry and excellent camping infrastructure Along with a small marina and buoy field Blake
island is located in a great urban area that needs access to an island ecosystem Maybe the
ferry leaves Eagle Harbor for access

Our Wa state Parks need our support. In all comments | have read it's nearly unanimous
people Love the Park system. It sure would be good for our government to support funding
these “ jewels”. More money is needed for maintenance and repairs. The discover Pas income
is not adequate. Our local park. Penrose Point Park has a 1970’s dock and day use bathrooms
that need upgrading. How can we get more money for these project. Big Question. Also. know
park staff is paid well below county and city park employees. The public definitely wants and
deserves affordable outdoor spaces. Thank you to all park system people who try their best to
keep our parks going strong,

Don't let private developers in. They will figure a way to ruin the island

Keep it rustic, but improve the access without over -commercializing it. If you do go the
commercial route then it needs to be profitable

I've been going to Blake island for years on boats both powered and human powered. The
campsites are amazing and | would like to see more people involved in it and see it upgraded.
At the very minimum continue to invest it what is there for the many groups that enjoy it as is.

| love to visit marine parks in Washington by pleasure boats. Very few of our parks have dock
access. Beach only access completely excludes handicapped tax payers. | don't consider
myself handicapped, but my balance keeps me from beach landing in my dingy or kayak.

Blake Island is a unique experience not found many places and deserves to be promoted as
such.

I'm conflicted between accessibility and preserving the island as a natural space. | tend to
favor alternatives that make the project cost-possible and economically sustaining, but your
descriptions make it seem like none of them are. Perhaps you could offer an alternative this IS
cost-effective for parks?

Please keep up the great work providing access for families to enjoy boating in the Puget
Sound!

| visit and enjoy the marina at blake island and it is a wonderful place, | would like to see the
marina kept so that boaters can continue to enjoy and support the park.

This island is unique in this area, we have nothing like it. As a steward of this gem, parks
should protect it and the wildlife that call it their home.Heavy visitation will negatively impact
all the aspects of the island, potentially irreversible . Don't make it a place like the ones we are
already trying to escape...Blake island is the escape. Natural recreation ,even if for a fewer
people,matters .... There is less wildlife conflict and it costs the state less too.thank you.

Remember the parks mission is to protect the areas we manage for future generations. Visitors
enjoy the solitude and a smaller footprint will benefit their experience, protect the island and
the wildlife and be less costly to maintain. A crowded park will lead to overuse and ruin the
island.

| grew up going there in the 70s and 80s. It created lasting memories. I'm still friends with
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another kids | used to hang out there with as a kid.

Having a marina at Blake Island is really important to me. | would gladly pay increased taxes
or fees to support this option. If there is more | can do to support having a marina please let
me know

Keep the marina at all costs and dont build any more buildings!

| believe the marina should be maintained. Like it said in the survey, once it's gone, it's gone
for good. Hopefully the native American culture and history that | remember at Blake Island (I
haven't been there for over 20 years) will not be lost. Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

Maintaining access to hand-launched boats and low-impact camping, combined with the ability
to cater to visits by small educational groups is my ideal vision for the Park. The challenge is
how to get small groups to the island. | don't think a concession with a private, profit making
company is the answer to that problem.

| have enjoyed Tillicum Village in Blake Island many times both with school groups. Loved
taking our out of town guests as well. Also on a private yacht excursion to camp. | wish the
Argosy excursions were still available coz all to experience. | understand the buildings are in
disrepair but would be in favor of renovating them. | miss the experience, the stories presented
and the learning experiences mostly for the school age children who don't often get these
opportunities.

There must be a “parental” presence on the island or people will just trash it. If the rules and
requirements for doing upgrades were not so onerous and a little more practical, a more
workable solution may be available, but hamstringing ideas because they don't fit an ideal is
counterproductive.

WA doesn't have the money to do any of this. Let it go back to nature until our budget is
balanced, if ever.

Couldn’t make your prefence with arrows work.

The former campground on the point near the lodge, and the lodge concession, made the
beauty of the island accessible. | even went group-camping with a cub scout pack, using the
passenger boat. And, | used my own boat on other occasions. The island is rather exposed to
weather; the marina breakwater, etc., is vital. Mooring buoys are ...well, far better than
none...but.....

We use the park with kids & grandkids a few times a year. Always a highlight for them. Thanks
for working on this!

| had hoped to see the Argosy model and experience continue, with most of the island
remaining untouched and limited visitor experiences other than leased use. | do not trust
people not to ultimately misuse this resource if allowed to be visited by private boats only.

We anchor or utilize available mooring balls with our sailboat and dinghy ashore to hike the
trails.

We don't need to have a small piece of land to go back to nature. Educational program about
traditional costumes are very rare, and Tillicum Village is one rare example. It should remain.

Its stupid for Parks to set the island up for future conflict over trying to protect infrastructure
from sea level rise, which is impossible and foolish. Leave it for nature.

Please consider alternatives that include some combination of these elements to get the best
overall park for the users. Try to keep the park open during construction if possible. But mostly
thanks for asking, really appreciate the opportunity to provide input.

The ranking on the last page starts with “back to nature” preloaded as the first option which is
going to skew results in favor of that option through confusion/click through. The design is
flawed.

This is a magical place that seemed to work well in the past with the small marina and the
village. | don't know the logistics of why it closed down, but | feel the size and entertainment it
provided in the past was perfect. A true gem that should not be forgotten, but restored.

Blake Island is a cherished local boating destination, with great charm. Maintaining boater
access to the island, and balancing this with public access, should be a priority for State
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Parks

Although | do access the park by private boat seasonally, the option to share this unique and
beautiful island in the off season via Comercial option was nice. | do also miss the Tillicum
Village experience, there was nothing else like it. &

My husband | think the original people of this place should manage it

keep it and maintain it (marina) as it is and perhaps add more mooring bouys. Increase fees
slightly to help with above.

Please leave this Puget Sound treasure in the ADA accessible category for the many disabled
citizens who so enjoy the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors that we take for granted.

Please maintain the marina, it's the primary access to the park.

We have enjoyed Blake Island marina for over 50 years, and strongly recommend that the
marina be retained. It is a jewel of a park.

| would suggest expanding the marina. Mirror the existing recreational boater dock setup,
towards the north following around to the west. This would solve a huge problem of erosion.
The NE corner of the island has been experiencing erosion for years with little evidence of it
slowing down. Extend the breakwater giving that area reliable protection and much needed
dock space. leave the one commercial dock where it is for future use. There are so many more
boaters wanting to visit the park every weekend. Unless you can get there a day or two before
a Friday afternoon you are pretty much out of luck.

We have visited Blake Island often for years (usually on a mooring buoy since marina space is
a challenge). Electrifying the marina probably wasn't helpful (it attracted more inconsiderate
guests). More buoys would be a real help, but | understand the challenges. | am also intimately
familiar with the previous concessions on the island. They were good for their time, but things
have evolved past that. Given some of the excellent work that has been done in nearby
municipalities regarding parks lands, some kind of mostly rustic evolution of the park done in
collaboration with other local jurisdictions, combined with some type of public/private transit
collaboration (perhaps an electric water taxi demonstration project) would be a valuable
addition to the mid-Sound recreational experiences.

The best thing about Blake Island was the educational experience that Tillicum Village
provided when | visited as a youth. | feel that if Washington State demolishes Tillicum Village
and allows for commercial businesses, it will remove native culture that Washington claims to
care so much about. | feel that Blake Island should continue to be as wild as possible while
still allowing for camping and public access via private boat. But this state would do a huge
disservice to the youths of Washington and to the native people who have lived here for
thousands of years, to completely remove and ignore the importance of this place. State
should work with local tribes to make it happen. If the state truly cared about it's people and
not just about money

Love Blake Island. Yes, Lets continue to provide access by all types of boats.

In a wheelchair, Blake Island has become the only camping | can handle. It is the highlight of
my year. | appreciate that it isn't overcrowded, so the deer and | can meditate together at dusk.
About those raccoons... somebody needs to find dumber raccoons! Common sense protects a
raccoon from a grand heist or invasion yet still allows you to see mama raccoon and her
babies at a distance

Prefer a more natural experience. Few options close to Seattle. Need to preserve our
undeveloped spaces.

I grew up in Washington and enjoyed visiting Blake Island frequently using both hand-launch
and non-hand-launch boats. | think it is important for people to access Blake Island via boat by
maintaining the marina.

| have been to Blake on a sailboat as part of a club, and as a tour guide for the event and
salmon feed. I'm also involved with the Cascadia Marine Trail site. | would like it to stay as it
is, although cabins would be a nice addition. Consider an RCO grant.

I'm not sure how many actual ADA people use this island. Reduce your cost and consider real
life use cases. There are no natural predators for the trash pandas and they cause havoc on
infrastructure and boats- consider rightsizing the population or rehoming them.
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What do the last 2 question have do do with anything?

Priorites: 1. Maintain Public Access to include the Marina and Moorings. 2. Native American
Educational and commercially viable venue.

As a operator of a larger boat (58 feet overall), Blake Island is a wonderful central puget sound
retreat. The opportuntity to reserve a slip or linear footage (similar to a campground site) would
make accessibility better. Additionally, heavier duty mooring balls that support boats up to 65
feet, similar to DNR balls in the San Juans would be an outstanding improvement. The current
cost for the annual pass is also under-valued. Currently, the cost of an annual pass for my
vessel is equivalent to 3-4 nights at public marina, on average. The annual pass cost should
be increased or a surcharge that permits annual dock moorage vs bouy moorage. The biggest
detractor at Blake appears to be the lack of marina hosts (as observed from the web cam.) An
effective Marina host significantly improves the efficent use of dock space and mitigates the
risk of damage to boats in motion and tied off inside the marina. Anything the State can do to
promote and incentivize the marina host program during the peak season has great value.

Please keep the marina, wr use it every yearl Commercial development is fine to offset costs
along with nature trails

https://footloosedisabledsailing.org/

I'm a member of University of Washington sailing club, this gives me access to Blake Island
via sailboat or my own personal kayak/paddle board/raft. | know a lot of people in my club were
really concerned about losing access to the marina. | disagree with this sentiment and would
feel better if the state took the managed retreat approach of alternative #1. Alternative 1
makes the island more pleasant to me both as a paddler and a boater. | have no problems or
concerns accessing the island via a beach or mooring balls. Also, on of my big complaints
with Blake currently are issued with wildlife like raccoons and rats. Reduced visitation means
less litter/food scrap and less unpleasant interaction with those critters.

Please also make an effort to get rid of the raccoons.
We are boaters and Blake Island is the real Puget sound

Disabled. Would use private boat (Footloose org.) and public. Been looking for a state park |
can stay at in winter.

| appreciate the opportunity to share my opinions. Thank you.

Thank you for caring for this park and putting in the effort to preserve it!
Please do not remove the marina! It is the main draw to the island!
please don't kill the marina

Please don't get rid of the docks. We are raising two children who already consider the docks
their second home and reliable year round retreat. There are no similar opportunities within
reach of a Central-Sound sailing family. The loss of the docks would be yet another blow to the
local sailing community, which used to be one of the most enviable in the country and already
feels like it's dying due to a lack of accessibility and infrastructure.

Blake Island, like all the State Marine Parks are a unique value added part of our states soul.
If access disappears, we all lose a love an appreciation of the outdoors.

please continue to allow sailboats and other small watercraft to visit Blake Island

Blake island is one of very few only state park islands in puget sound. Keep it that way. Sucia
and patos island are good examples of what should be done.

Blake island is a gem that should be polished. To have a public island retreat this close to
Seattle is remarkable. We should invest further in making this an accessible day trip for all

| have a background in operating kayak rental and recreational boating access for the general
public in Massachusetts State parks and the National Park Service, putting over 250,000
people on kayaks, canoes, and paddle boards every season. | would be interested in further
discussion with this plan to design something conducive to a business model that supports the
expenses that come along with creating public access.

The docks are fine the way they are. Boats of all sizes can fit and even raft up together. It's a
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great community space. Leave it alone. Add cabins for campers. Great idea. Just leave the
docks alone.

| am a 3rd generation Blake Island visitor. My grandparents and father grew up in South Colby
(Yukon Harbor) where they would row a boat over to Blake Island to camp, dig clams, fish,
and, way in the past, gather firewood logs (can't do that now!). Growing up in the 1960's and
1970's | would frequent Blake Island on camping trips from the family property just a couple
miles away. We would camp with friends and "check in" by walkie-talkie to my Mom twice a
day. Digging clams and fishing for lunch and dinner, cooking over a campfire provided great
memories. in our 60's, my wife and | now use the marina many times a year and purchase a
State Parks annual pass which we use for our 27 foot boat at Blake and other State Parks.
One suggestion is to eliminate the power on the docks if this would save significant funding
costs. The marina would still get used. Or raise the cost of power, those needing it have big
expensive boats and can likely afford the increased cost. Now, our son, often uses Blake
Island for Kayak trips and camping with friends. We recently took our grandchildren to Blake
Island for an overnight at the marina - wow, 4th generation visitors. | really hope Blake Island
remains with marina access and other rustic camping facilities for future generations.

Please do not get rid of the marina. Please add additional mooring buoys
Our state parks are there to enjoy the outdoors with hiking trails, etc.

Access is important, but preserving our vulnerable natural areas near to the city is more
important in my opinion. | think the difficulty of maintaining infrastructure with rising costs and
rising sea levels makes a higher infrastructure option difficult to realize.

| don't usually use the marina because of the raccoons but having Blake Island as an option is
S0 unique to boating on Puget Sound that I'd hate to see that go away. It probably was
considered but maybe there's an option between keeping the marina as-is and eliminating all
docks?

| have been coming to Blake Island since | bought my first sailboat in 1988. | would hate to
see the Marina go away.

Love Blake Island just as it is now. Would like to see more mooring bouies.

We absolutely love Blake Island as it currently exists, so Rustic Retreat seems a great
balance of all the options. We appreciate the State Park Systems!

| am a member of the Port Orchard Yacht CLub and we enjoy visiting and respecting the
Island. It is a gem in our waterways and deserves the limited public access from the marina
side and to keep people away of our beautiful lands.

| frequent Blake island through the summer. The marina offers a great place to stop when
transiting the sound by boat. It's also a great weekend getaway from Shilshole and a good stop
for a day trip. Boaters in puget sound spend money, pay lots of taxes , and bankroll a large
portion of the states revenue. Quit trying to take that away from us. | worked my ass off to
have a boat. It's a passion not luxury and it's getting harder each year to afford it. But I'm too
stupid and stubborn to quit boating, it's the only thing in life | am passionate about aside from
my wife and dogs.

Been going to Blake Island since 1999. Want to see it preserved as natural as possible with a
marina and boat docks.

Improved marina with focus on camping and day use together with a small coffee/bakery would
be perfect.

Paving this island to be ADA accessible is the last thing anyone needs. PAVE CITY
STREETS. Keep the marina. Don't incentivize kayaker travel - it's not safe and a burden to
already overburdened Coast Guard dispatches.

Either do the lodge for maximum public recreation or go back to nature with limited visits. Don't
go half-way.

I will likely not ever access this island so | think the least moeny should be put in. If the
marina's for private boats are put in, private persons should be the one's covering the costs
and not the state

Partner marina development and operations with public Port like Port of Bremerton or similar
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Memories of sailing our boat there. Wonderful as the island was 20 years ago. Can it be
recreated?

Covid is over so bring back the Argosy Tillicum Village experience of 50 years ago.

Family trips to Blake Island are one of my cherished memories while boating with family. |
hope it will remain accessible to boaters and nature lovers with muliple access methods.

Tillicum Village shared Natives American experiences to thousands of School children each
year/ Annual attendance from visitors was 100,000.

Since the West Seattle and Vashon water taxis make regular trips from downtown Seattle
across Elliott Bay and Puget Sound, could one of them make one trip to Blake Island in the
morning, and one trip in the afternoon, to allow day access via public transit?

I was not able to get the "Alternatives Survey" to work.

| would hate to lose the marina, the park is a gem for the local boating community, and | would
love to see it developed to allow an even more diverse base of visitors.

Blake has been more satisfying since Tillicum ceased. Being there in the winter is especially
natural. I'd suggest some view pruning from the 'shoreline trail' which is really a woods walk in
the summer when leaves are on the trees. It's another world in the winter time.

Blake Island is a great boating destination and the state should be doing more to promote
recreational boating given the number of registered boats in the state of Washington.

Proposed to my now wife 39 years ago at a mooring buoy at the south end of Blake Island.
Lots of good memories of dinners at the village and hiking.

Please continue to create new recreation opportunities in our state.

Please keep the marina open to all the PNW boaters in the area. It's a beautiful spot and we
would love to keep using it

Blake Island should be shared with Local Indigenous people
Thanks!

I think input from Native groups in the Puget Sound area that historically may have used Blake
Island should have the greatest weight in how Blake Island is used in the future.

I am a strong supporter of decarbonization, but in the scheme of things, considering GHG
emissions impact of all alternatives except the resort are so small compared with emissions in
the state, they really shouldn't drive the decision.

What do the Tribes with claim to this island want?? Have you done government-to-government
consultation with them about this?

Even if you don't fix the marina, at least put in more buoys on the west side

If you need more funding, raise Moorage fees. I've boated to Blake island for 35 years,
beginning with 21 foot boats and now at 53'. Over the years my kids spent many summer days
moored off Blake or at the marina. We used the campgrounds and went to Tillicum Village and
hiked all the trails, caught crabs and took advantage of this wonderful opportunity. But the
island was always a bit odd with the entertainment concession so to me it's the least
important. Having a ferry would be great though; perhaps as the population grows there will be
enough interest to make that financially possible. But without maintaining the existing marina
infrastructure it will never happen. And don't eliminate oats up to 60 feet. We pay a lot of taxes
and deserve a spot too.

Blake Island is a treasure. We need to find creative ways to make the island accessible to the
public. Introduce a water taxi route from the Seattle ferry dock over to Blake Island. Bring in a
concession operator (kayak rentals, beer garden, food). Maintain the camp sites. Do not invest
in cabins. There is so much opportunity at Blake Island. | am so excited to know that folks are
considering these options. Good luck!!!

Bainbridge Island is becoming so popular with tourists that getting a ferry to and from it is
becoming increasingly difficult. Option #4 would provide visitors and locals the opportunity to
experience an island without all the commercialism of Bainbridge.
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Tillicum Village has been a place I've visited for years. From salmon dinners, later with scouts
and now with the kids grown boating and hiking the island. One option should include raccoon
control but | don't understand the desire to destroy Tillicum Village.

Developing access with a marina will bring more people and disruptions and trash. Costs will
increase not covered by concessions.

Love the island as it is.

| would do a 5th option: Don't dredge the marina but put minimal expenses into maintaining it
(ending commercial boat access). It would cost a lot to decommission the marina and put back
into natural setting. State Parks will never be able to replicate this marina again, given all the
regs and environmental issues, so let's at least keep what we have. | don't think a private
concession will take on this project given fuel costs and limited numbers of people that will
visit via a commercial tourism boat. Mothball the "Tilicum Village" and close buildings to the
public or tear them down if safty issue. Improve campsites, but don't build out cabins and
lodges that require maintenance and staffing. Add more bouys around the island for private
boats. Improve the campgrounds. Do the minimum for park rangers' accommodation and
infrastructure upgrades.

| have enjoyed Blake Island since my teenage years. I've sailed and motored from Bremerton
and Olympia over the years. The Tillicum Village added to the enjoyment giving fellow guests
a nice dinner theater experience along with a fantastic NW dinner.

| am a sea kayak leader for the Mountaineers and | lead kayak trips to Blake Island. | like
more campsites those are separated by vegetation instead open space., More bathrooms and
potable water source.

| have mentioned the educational opportunities that Blake currently affords (learning about
Native American cultures and history), the comparative ease of access (all forms of private
water vessels, as well as public commercial boats from the Downtown Seattle pier, which
appeals to tourists), and the fact that Blake is so unique in being a State Park that showcases
the Environmental and Cultural history of the Pacific Northwest. Please retain Tillicum Village;
do not allow a developer to participate without serious guardrails to prevent degrading Tillicum
Village and commercializing Blake Island. Remember: "Less is more".... you cannot undo
demolition of Tillicum, but you CAN maintain and upgrade it and keep the rest of the Island
"Rustic."

| have been a resident of Gig Harbor, WA since 1984 and utilized Blake Island by private boat
and Argosy / Tillicum Village, many times over the years. We miss not being able to take
visitors from Downtown Seattle to Blake for Salmon Dinner, but still enjoy boating there and
staying at the marina overnight to take advantage of the hiking around the island. The marina
access is very important to the boating community and the park will become largely irrelevant
if the marina access is not maintained. Please save the marina!

We love Blake Island, though often avoid it during the busier summer months. The concession
itself has a very small impact, and has done a nice job with education and as a draw for
visitors from afar. It also made a nice dining option for boaters!

Visitng Blake Island and staying at the dock or mooring balls has been the highlight of my
summers for decades. Since it's an island it feels like a world away from anywhere in the area.
We're so grateful for all the parks department and volunteers have done to keep this place
beautiful. | just wish to experience this with my kids as they get older. Thank you!

Ideally some form of transportation to island, remove buildings, keep basic facilities to keep
people from ruining it and leave most of island as is allowing for some improvements to allow
small boats into marina would be perfect.

Really think it is important to keep the tribal style buildings and cultural experience which
makes the island spe ial.

No development beyond the current footprint. And remove the lodge that is in disrepair. Dredge
marina and repair as is, leaving all current campsites!! Thank you

My family uses Blake Island as an easy retreat from Seattle or Vashon. we all enjoy the park
aspect but wouldn't be adverse to some concessions on the island. | was very sad to see
Tillimuk Village Native show and salmon feed go away. Would there be anyway something
recognizing the first people on the island be possible? | think the best idea is also the most
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expensive one that includes upgraded overnight cabins, a lodge and a bigger marina area for
private boats.

| have extensively utilized the marine state park system, visiting by kayak, and | feel
privileged to be able to do so. The marine parks are exclusive because visiting them requires
considerable personal resource' (either wealth or skill, or both). Though | enjoy the exclusivity,
| support any approach to democratizing access. | don't think improving access, at great
expense, for already privileged/wealthy residents is fair, and | would prefer to see our limited
park funding applied to parks that are more accessible to a greater percentage of the
population.

| have kayaked to Blake Island and camped in the marine trail site numerous times. | have
hiked most of the island's trails. It is a peaceful retreat that is very accessible. That | can take
a water taxi from downtown to Southworth, inflate my kayak and be at camp in 3 hours is
amazing. As an avid camper and backpacker without a car- this is wonderful. Expanding the
marina could open the park to more people, but so could better hand carry access at
Southworth or Pomeroy; r better yet multi day kayak rentals. | am also a strong advocate for
making sure that youth groups continue to have access to the large campsite on the south
side of the island. Last season while camping on Cypress Island a group of teens came in for
a couple of nights- seeing their interaction with the natural surroundings reminds be how
important this early introduction is.

As Blake Island holds importance to the Duwamish, I'd love to know what options they
support. Tillicum Village was a great learning center, but I'd hate to see increased visitor
numbers damage the Island. Maybe if option 2 included a special water taxi during summer
months for hiking on the island?

Thank you for all the work that has gone into this decision, | had no idea. | LOVE LOVE LOVE
Blake Island and cherish the ability to visit it regularly by boat. | would love for others to have
a better opportunity to visit, while protecting nature as best we can.

All 4 options are pretty lame.

| have kayaked to blake island to camp several times, but would've visited more often if there
were a foot ferry. Another reason | suggest a foot ferry from kitsap rather than Seattle is that it
would make it somewhat more difficult for homeless people to get there and stay.

Blake Island is a Kitsap hidden jewel. We need to maintain the island as a recreational boat-
friendly option. Its close proximity allows for small boat access (kayaks, row boats), as well as
the traditional cruiser. Maintain Blake Island!

There are no natural predators for the racoons, who are a true menace to this island. They
should be all trapped out/removed.

ideally there would be commercial ferry access for people who don't own boats and would like
to visit the island

Making the island accessible for more people would be lovely as it is so close to the city and
would be a nice way for people to be in nature

Bring back an indigenous Indian concessionaire. Public education and exposure of indigenous
culture would greatly benefit overall cultural experience.

If Tillicum village buildings are demolished, some people will feel a huge personal loss (I won't
particularly... its time is over...). However hopefully the State can find a way to disperse the
items in it other then just in an auction; can have items entered into the Museum of History
and Industry or the WA State History Museum, etc. , less of a "demolishment" then a
transition to the sites next phase.

| would like to keep access to Tillicum village and the indigenous experience.

Keep Blake Island a lower impact, boater friendly state park with enough amenities to make
visiting easy without commercial, high visitor impact.

Blake Island is a gem that should be maintained in a natural state consistent with boat access
- with or without a restaurant concession or cabins/lodge.

Currently one of our very favorite places to take our sailboat to for an overnight stay. We would
miss it!
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Visiting Blake Island is the highlight of summer and we often bring guests who all love it.

Blake Island is a treasure so close to the urban areas of Puget Sound. | appreciate the desire
to balance recreation with the natural amenities for which it is known.

in any option that keeps the Marina, while the power is nice it could be removed to save a
significant amount of servicing there are multiple mentions of permitting problems, who is
creating the road blocks? effectively there is no environmental affect to add a screw post
anchor for a new bouy. why would anyone post an opposition to something like that? the
Marina already exists, replacing posts and new dock decking only improves suitability. maybe
there excess and unneccesary rules in place and we should clean the books out

The marina at Blake Island should be retained. It allows access for family enjoyment.

I'm lucky enough to have access to the island via trips on my parent's boat, and also have
kayaks. | think the more rustic we can keep the island and wild for the environment the better.
There are so few wild places left in the Puget Sound and we have an opportunity to improve
the health of one place. | worry about increased visitation harming more than helping, and the
cost would weigh down the Parks. If we think about it think like smaller islands in the San
Juans that don’'t have access, it could be a cool place to kayak to if it was more rustic. | think
returning it to the wild is the best option.

| am leaning toward the island being left natural, would love to see more buoys. Being this
close to population centers, it is pretty special to have a nature preserve where people can find
some peace. | think cabins would be cool, though the lodge seems a bit much.

| support rustic day use, with expanded opportunities for access for rustic day use. Love the
idea of the Seattle-Bremerton passenger ferry or the Seattle-Vashon passenger ferry making
periodic stops at a commercial day-use dock on Saturdays and Sundays so the general public
could easily stop off for a few hours of hiking and beach activities, or could arrange a camp
site and tent overnight catching the public passenger boat the next day. Please see my
answers to previous question: Alternative 1.5 which is Rustic Plus a Day Use Loading Dock,
similar to Jones or James Island in San Juans. Thank you.

Be sure to include capacity for boats between 40 and 55 feet. Without that we and and many
of our fellow boaters will not longer use the park.

I would love to see Blake Island with all its glory prior to COVID. Getting the shows and
commercial transportation should be high priority since any of the future plans will have a long
lead time.

Blake Island is our favorite cruising destination in all of Puget Sound. It offers great views of
Seattle, a fabulous trail system, an opportunity to meet with other voters and campers, and
has a plethora of friendly raccoons who love to dine on our boat :--)

Thank you for asking our opinion. Please maintain the marina as an option. It provides more
and easier access to the park.

| visit the island in both a cruiser for overnight and with a 16ft boat for a day trip.

Please don't ruin an existing treasure. Save cost by renovating existing marina layout. The
existing marina layout is flexible. | have been a Blake Parks Host at the marina for a number
of years; the current layout is flexible and accommodates a mixture of visiting boats, which
can be very different between a holiday weekend, a summer midweek and an off-season week.

| would bring out of town visitors to Blake Island as a special outing, either by private boat or
commercial vessel. | would put a surcharge on moorage for all vessels to help defray costs of
redevelopment.

Providing marine access and a marina for private boats is the most important thing to
preserve. What good is a state park if we have limited access.

This is a rear opportunity to make a great park even better. All the utilities are there now, let's
use them to make this park work for all of us.

While | personally enjoy the rustic and somewhat primitive nature of Blake Island, | think its
important to make sure that it is more accessible to the general public. It is a public park, after
all. Just because I'm fortunate enough to own a boat that can visit the park, | shouldn't be the
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only one getting access. That said, there could be opportunity for the boating community to do
some fundraising to help with marina renovation costs if the permits go through.

The park works well today. Allowing for a commercial launch to bring campers could boost use.

Blake Island is a beautiful unique wildlife/hiking getaway. Please allow a place for boaters to
come and enjoy nature, and protect this wonderful habitat.

Floating docks essential. Emphasis on visitor education re: raccoon population. Love that
unique "rustic" island experience can be open to greater Seattle/Tacoma area residents.

Option number two. There is a great balance on the Island right know. Please keep it that way.
Scott Anderson. Born and raised in Seattle and life time boater

The one major problem is when you hike around the island you can't see anything on the trails
because there’s too many brush trays is only a couple places you can see outside. They need
to trim the trees.

| would like to see Blake Island preserved as a sanctuary for birds, native vegetation and
marine life and be off limits to human visitation. It would provide ecological services in addition
to carbon sequestration. We are losing natural areas at an alarming rate and this would be an
opportunity to return an area to its natural state. In the future it could serve as a 'living
laboratory’ for habitat restoration. It should not be a place where only those with private boats
could access

Washington State Parks are important for family recreation. Keep State Parks for the people.

Years of visiting Blake Island allowed me to teach my son about natural landscape and
plantings and the relevance of Indigenous people and their culture in WA specifically at Blake
Island

We should build out Blake island and allow more people to go there.

I live within 2 miles of the southern side of Blake Island. We, as individuals, and family, have
used Blake Island for recreational purposes for the past 60 years. Boating, fishing, camping,
hiking, scuba, etc.

In order to make Blake ADA accessible, perhaps a small short term dock (say 30 minutes or
less) could be useful (instead of a full marina). This assumes after moving the disabled person
to the land, the boat "captain" can park the boat away from the land.

We would love to spend time on Blake Island, walking/camping, checking out the tidelands.
While we are both 80 years old, we have never gone to Blake Island for the tourist
dinners/outings, and were happy to learn, via Seattle Times article(s) within the past few years,
that there is camping available. Because we are driving less as we age, and going shorter
distances for camping experiences, Blake Island is an ideal place for us to enjoy "wilderness"
(well, sort of undeveloped outdoors within view of our urban capitol) and spend time outdoors in
a real state parks "find" not overpopulated with vehibles, large RV set-ups, noise, large
numbers of people dependent on someone else cooking for them, and serving them. We will
figure out how we can pay some small boat business to get us there and back. The cost of
any of these starry-eyed "improvements" or make-overs is not in our state budget, when we
have so many people in our state whose priority needs (housing, education, food, medical
care) are not being met. First things first!

Didn't realize that Tilicum Village was no longer being used. Perhaps partial private investment
could be utilized(local yacht clubs) to help out.

Thanks for asking. It is a beautiful park that isn't overcrowded and has maintained its natural
beauty.

| would like to hear the Sugamish Tribe's feelings... | always thought this island belonged to
the Suqumish Tribe

Given the number of visitors, even at the maximum number of visitors, it does not seem to be
a good use of funds when other state parks that have more visitors could use the funding.

Options 3 & especially 4, will only provide access only to those who already have the financial
means to use these resources. There are many other options already available to them.
Traditional middle and lower income Washingtonians will not be able to afford the costs the
concessionaires would need to charge to remain viable. Washington Parks should be investing
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in a variety outdoor experiences for different members of the public. Keeping this island
pristine as possible, is one of the few places to experience the natural environment with
minimal impact. To many of our state and national parks have been degraded by over use, for
example, the Cascades the Yosemite. We need to preserve Blake Island as natural as
possible, for the type of experience not available elsewhere. Many other Washington parks,
could use the limited money available. Spend the money on maintaining and improving the
infrastructure, as well as the user experience in other more accessible parks and facilities.

The original Tillicum Village gave locals and tourists a flavor of the tribes native to the Puget
Sound and their customs and cuisine

Former boaters who used to visit several times per year. Sometimes took advantage of
concession, but mainly to buy food so we stay longer than planned. Would love to be to visit
again.

| have been going to Blake Island since | was a baby. It is such a special place for boaters.

With the increase in taxes being paid to washington state it seems unfair and unreal that the
state cannot provide funding for this gem.

| have been visiting Blake Island since | was a small child. We had many wonderful times
visiting in our small boat. Also wonderful were the two times we could afford to experience
Tillicum Village and the fabulous Native American performances and absolutely delicious
salmon. The marina has been a beloved and amazing amenity for the Island and | shudder to
think of it being demolished. | also shudder at the thought of completely commercializing the
island. That will destroy the amazing and natural place it is and has been for decades. Thank
you for listening and for asking for feedback. | also have great memories of the time former
President Clinton visited the Island as part of the APEC conference. My parents’ home had a
view of Blake and we used our binoculars to try and see the boat bringing the President and
other dignitaries across the sound.

| lived in Seattle for many decades, and have used a small, private sailboat to access Blake
Island for much of that time, both as an individual/family, and with yacht clubs and volunteer
charitable organizations (Footloose). Having such a gem of a marine park with native historical
importance so close to the city has been a significant advantage, providing opportunities for
boaters and non-boaters alike, that would be a shame to lose.

We've camped on Blake Island before and truly enjoyed the natural settings

I went to Blake island by private boat in 2015. Never had the Tillikum Village experience, but
seems like a contemporary expression of that model, hopefully run by or with the tribes,
showcasing the complexity of their history and culture, would be a truly educational and
enlightening institution for Washington and the nation.

Please don’t remove private boat access. We bring family and friends there every year to
experience the park’s beauty.

Thank you for providing thoughtful options for Blake Island. | have lived in West Seattle for
over 20 years and appreciate the natural beauty that surrounds us. Offering access to our
natural environment is important to me, as is protection for the ecosystems and wildlife. |
believe the Rustic Retreat and the Recreation options both provide access with consideration
for environmental impacts. | believe a return to Nature will not be as protective of the
environment. People will continue to visit the island without the infrastructure in place to
support that activity.

I work as a Coastal Engineering and deal with these types of waterfront challenges all the time.

| also volunteer for Footloose and the annual Blake Island Trip is the highlight of the boating
season. Removing the marina and not replacing it with a pier or some other structure for
mooring would be a massive disappointment. | am intimately familiar with the permitting
challenges in the Puget Sound. My company has successfully received 3 shoreline/waterways
permits in the past 3 years using the SSNP conservation calculator to mitigate our proposed
projects. | understand it may be difficult, but | have always found that the agencies are more
than willing to work to make a project work. If the breakwater needs to be removed, it would
seem to me that ADA access to the island is completely diminished. If you could replace or
add a pier or some other structure to make mooring happen, | could see that making sense.
Maybe you can consider a permanent, fixed pier out to a certain depth and then install a
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floating pier that could be taken out seasonally to reduce damage or. Overall, | think it would
be a waste and shame to fully remove the breakwater and not have something similar to
replace it that could accommodate true ADA access.

| appreciate the process and input you are seeking on the future of Blake Island. It's a news
spot and beloved by all who visit it

What's the top by my parents for the island and habitat in culture taught my kids and also
taught my grandkids camping there every year or just stopping by to visit on a nice day and
have lunch

I'm a Mountaineers member, and use Blake Island as a venue to teach kayaking camping.
Thanks for asking our opinions

I love Blake Island and probably bring my 21’ boat there 10 times each summer (to the West
end beach). We occasionally walk over to the marina but with no concessions we go there
less. We have visited the Marina occasionally but it is so small that there are rarely any slips
there. So my interest is to develop this stunning State asset’'s marina as efficiently as
possible, hence my interest and working with some private business that can drive the project
forward and set up Blake Island’s marina for a growing population. This will eventually be
further developed, so let’s start so it can be well thought out and intentional.

We've been using the park for years, it is a true gem of the elliott bay area. we must protect it
even at high cost. | did enjoy it when it had the tillicum village on it, but it's better now (aging
marina aside). don't get rid of the marina please! and don't turn it into a tourist disneyland :)

Blake island is within striking distance for a huge number of residents. With some effort it
could be one of the more visited state parks. The people need to use and experience the
nature around us before they are likely to care about protecting it. Please make this ideally
located island a place where many people go rather than attempt to preserve something natural
for people who can'’t access it and will end up not caring to save it in the future.

| have been camping there with my son and grandson. Arrived via small motor boat. Had a
fantastic time. | have been there several times...to Tillicum Village ... but prefer the more
rustic setting. | look at Blake Island everyday from my home in West Seattle.

We loved camping on Blake island for many years and still do. It's a unique and wonderful spot
in Puget sound.

Boats have gotten larger over the years. Mooring balls have not kept up. There are an
increasing number of boats over 45 feet. Marinas and mooring balls need to keep pace or
leave room to anchor as an alternative. Adding alternative ways to get to the island is
important and using the increasing numbers of foot ferries that are being run by the counties
can contribute to accessibility.

We currently use and love having access to Blake Island so close to Seattle. We don't
currently use the marina as we anchor our sail boat but we feel it's important to maintain the
marina to allow access for boaters who wish to dock or if there's a commercial space, to allow
the nonboating public to come visit.

This could be a star in our tourist offerings! Way more accessible than more rural sites, it
could be a fantastic place for urban dwellers to feel like they’ve been able to experience nature
and forest trails without having to drive long distances and take precious vacation time.

Blake island is a gem of the state parks and should be prioritized

We have boated to and enjoyed visiting Blake Island for over 30 years. Losing this gem of a
boating destination would be a very big loss for the Seattle area

Indian history needs to be remembered and not just thru dang Casinos. My mom and | visited
Tillicum Village a few times and walked the island it is a wonder memory. Our family is
Spokane, Nez Perce, and Sinixt tribe decent and would love to see this come back.

Parks are very under built. We need to build more campgrounds and trials. Look for the most
cost effective projects. | think it may not be on an island.

a puget sound gem/ boaters paradise/ worth the investment

| love Blake Island, and would love to see it preserved as a rustic park. But honestly, that
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limits who can visit it to a population who owns personal watercraft--who tend to be the
wealthy. I'm wealthy by Seattle standards, but | can't afford to own and moor a boat here. And
even when | was at my most fit while sea kayaking, | didn't trust my ability or my safety to
paddle to Blake Island for weekend camping. Therefore, | have only visited the island when |
had access to friends' private boats. Keeping it rustic also limits the times of year when people
can visit and camp. It can be miserable at best and hazardous at worst to travel to Blake
Island in inclement weather. Also, what's the point of creating ADA paths and other ADA
amenities when people with mobility challenges are unlikely to be able to climb aboard private
boats or sea kayaks to even reach the island? That makes zero sense. So, although I'm sad
to admit it, the option that makes the most sense for the public to appreciate the island and for
the Parks department to continue to keep it open AS a park is option 4 - development. Just
please, please, PLEASE include composting toilets?

It would be horrible to destroy a marina that is in excellent shape. Why do that? All the other
options are preferable to destroying something that is a great resource.

I am no longer a Seattle area resident, but have fond memories of visiting Blake island 4 or 5
times as a boy scout growing up there. Having the public transportation option is very nice, but
I'd rather see it become more wilderness-y than super commercial.

I think only hand launched vessel access for day use only might be ok, but it would be better
as a marine sanctuary than a park.

This is not a place for "development” of any kind! A little camping area for non-motorized craft
at most.

Give it back to Nature and increase patrols to stop illegal activity in the water and on the island

We have been canoeing to Blake Island from Bainbridge for years and tent camping there the
entire time.

The ability to visit by hand-launched vessel is appealing and seems suitable to the
environment. | have visited by consession boat and enjoyed it but the ongoing cost and
environmental impacts of substantial improvements is not supported by present facts and
increasing environmental pressures.

Love Blake Is. Always thought it was a valuable asset for the boating community.

Prefer to provide more wildlife habitat than more people habitat. As both sides of Central
Sound become more developed, Blake Island serves as much-needed marine habitat.

Getting rid of the marina at Blake island is possibly the worst idea | have ever heard for such
an enjoyed and cherished state park.

| visited Tillicum village w offspring class. It was a great experience.
Wilderness this close to Seattle is irreplaceable.

Think of how special this will be in three generations. Let stewardship be your legacy rather
than development.

No matter what, | will applaud State Parks for seeking input and showing stewardship of our
parks. Thanks!

Expand the marina by dredging and riprap breakwater just east of present marina.

We come to Blake Island every summer and love the docks and the buoys!!! Please keep
allowing dock access, even if the price quadruples for it.....

Utilized Blake Island in the past for Boy Scout outings. A wonderful experience so close to
Seattle. | would love to see more people able to have access.

I've enjoyed visits to Tillicum Village in the past, but with loss of natural habitat we should
preserve what remains.

Blake Island is and was a gem. | first visited on a Tillicum excursion, and | think BIMSP needs
updating to electric foiling ferry service with better informed programming than the 62 Fair and
low barrier camping for young people.

This is a unique resource located so closely to Seattle. In that it is only accessible by boat,
the marina upgrades are critical and the facilities upgrades will provide an additional draw.
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Perhaps add a $15 per visit fee to offset expenses?

I'm not strongly opposed to the concession and lodge concepts, but believe they will not break
even.

Have visited the Island by kayak, and via Argosy/Tilicum

| would prefer a more natural park with fewer visitors. However, | would also like a commercial
option to get there. | would like to see something like a commercial catamaran that goes to the
mooring area and then passengers would be brought to the shore via dinghy. | think that option
would allow boatless persons to visit the island but would be challenging enough to keep the
crowds down.

We visit nature parks daily

| camped on Blake Island as a youth and love the wilderness in view of the city. Much like the
Olympics, it brings me some serenity to be able to see that wilderness every day.

we look out onto BLake Island and with the ships that moor in the area we don't need more
noise/lights and boat action

We have been bringing family and friends to Blake Island to camp and stay in the marina for
35 years. It's our beloved refuge and during the heat dome a few years ago, it really saved the
day, an emerald isle!

This gem of an island should serve all Washingtonians. | would love to see partnership with
local county ferries to provide access. | would also like to see marine research facilities
partnering with state or community colleges.

We have been canoeing to Blake for decades, camping near the north sandspit, and have
hiked every trail. Better trail maintenance and viewpoint accesses would be desirable. Both of
our daughters attended Tillicum Village educational school day trips and found it to be a good
learning experience, however, having seen the closure of the village, | actually think the rustic
character of Blake is experienced even better. It is a shame that the art and buildings cannot
be allowed to stand and weather discreetly with time (as the totems on Haida Gwaii) rather
than be demolished. | would like to see signage about the Suguamish history as well as the
village history incorporated into the planning.

We have extended family and many friends who visit Blake Is several times/year.

I've lived here my entire life and first enjoyed the island and it's accessibility since | was 10
years old

Thank you for taking the time to listen to all residence opinions on this matter.

I've spent many years as a boat owner and absolutely loved having Black Is so close to
Seattle. I've taken many trips there and have shared that experience with many others. It's a
totally unique experience. I've also enjoyed taking guest to the Native Center and salmon
dinner experience.

| don't want to see it turned into a busy commercial park.

Smaller charters (6-pak) licenses could bring visitors without a "vendor". Not every park needs
to be the "gold standard" of ADA and diversity. Let it be a place of memories for kids to
experience the rustic nauture of it.

Keeping the marina is a must. Alternatives 3 and 4 can be pursued at a later date, if desired,
but only if the marina is preserved and updated. That cost will become exhorbitant in the future
if Alternative 1 is pursued at this time.

Keeping the marina is a must. Alternatives three and four can be pursued at a later date, if
desired, but only if the marina is preserved an updated. That cost will become exorbitant in the
future if alternative one is pursued at this time.

I hope the long house can be restored and reopened.

| would strongly prefer restoration of the existing buildings rather than tearing them down to
construct a new lodge. The current structures have a wonderful Northwest and Native-inspired
character that feels authentic to the setting and is part of what makes visiting Blake Island
special. As a child I loved visiting lodges in our National Parks, and later | took my own
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children to many parks as well. The charm, craftsmanship, and history of those buildings
created a sense of place that made the experience memorable. Once those types of structures
are gone, they are very difficult to recreate in a meaningful way. Thoughtful restoration would
preserve the character and heritage of the island while still allowing for necessary upgrades
and improvements. Retaining these buildings would also be a more sustainable approach and
would maintain the unique identity that draws people to Blake Island in the first place.

We loved rowing to Blake Island as kids in the late 1950’s. My family would motor there and
camp overnight. Please keep it natural!

I'm would really love to see this beautiful resource used in the right way. Thanks for asking for
public opinion. Much appreciated.

Blake is a jewel to share. Nature is wonderful but making it feral will degrade the amazing
experience of the place itself.

We have enjoyed bringing visitors to Blake Island for years. Visitors from New Zealand and
Europe have experienced the Tillicum Village Salmon dinner and we have visited the island by
boat for quick get aways. Please keep the island rustic and maintain the existing marina.

We love visiting Blake Island, walking the trails, see wildlife in their natural habitat. Buoys and
the marina are how we access the island.

| am a lifelong Seattle resident. | enjoyed this park several times as a kid with my family and
as a teenager after | passed my dad's test on backing up the boat trailer. | haven't been to
Blake Island since 1983. | won't be visiting again. | don't own a boat. Camping with a small
boat is the best experience for Blake Island, as well as a day trip by boat in the Summertime. |
hope the more rustic options prevail here.

All in all, I'd hate to basically walk away from a substantial investment. | think it's better to
"maintain" what we have and increase conservation efforts on the island. Thanks for the
opportunity to offer my thoughts.

I'd love to be involved or help. Thanks for having a survey!

Although | thoroughly enjoyed the Tillicum village experience in previous years, the cost and
the future impact to the island are unacceptable. Providing continued but limited access to
boats, kayaks, and state park vessels would still keep the island accessible, and yet allow it
to return to a more natural state. Blake island is a unique ecological treasure that shouldn’'t be
exploited for commercial purposes while restoring the natural environment and respecting its
native American heritage.

| agree with the comment that if you remove the marina, boaters are still going to come and
there will be more anchoring and more dinghies, which will cause environmental damage thus
reducing any benefit that proponents hope to gain by returning the site completely to nature.

Build a marina and lodging. The commercial visiting is fine, if the state can profit. The
commercial can always be added too, if a good marina is in place

Blake Island is one of hte only public parks that benefits from lack of auto access and
consequently has the most "natural" low-key setting opportunity. | have visited @6 times and
find it very comforting to know that it exists.

| haven't camped on the island for a while, but the racoons were a real problem last time. Have
food lockers been considered?

I have boated to Blake all my life, very sad about Tillicum Village condition. That being said |
think the Island would be better utilized as a draw for cruise ship customers and Seattle area
locals if you could find developers to design a hotel/casino that would provide income for park
and benefit the indigenous people. Everybody should have access to the island not just us
boaters and | think there is a huge opportunity to make the island pay for itself.

Given boaters represent the largest contingent of visitors, ensuring alternatives that support
boaters must be a top factor for any alternative being evaluated.

We always come by canoe from the Manchester boat launch, the parking lot at which can fill
up on summer days. Consider improving the access to Blake Island with better marine
shoreline access for short distance small boats.

Manage it like places such as James Island, Jones Island, etc. If a private ferry wishes to
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provide a few trips in summer for day visitors, that impact isn't much different than a few
power boaters offshore and some kayakers onshore. Permit buoys now and see my previous
comments.

| like the idea of a close to the city, island retreat. | also value preserving wild land,and
protecting the environment. Although, there is also the value of making areas like Blake Island
accessible for education and experiencing what it is we are trying to protect.

The rustic and natural experience of Blake Island is unique and should be preserved. Any
addition of overnight concessions would negatively impact this special place. There is no
money now for this, there will likely be less in the future.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide input. | currently do not own a (non-hand-launched) boat,
but when | did several years ago Blake Island was a favorite and frequent destination for my
family and me. | think it will almost certainly remain a popular destination for local boaters
regardless of the alternative choosen, so trying to make it accessible to as many boaters as
safely as possible seems imporant. The buoys are very popular and (I think) safer and more
environmentally friendly than anchoring in that area, so under any alternative | hope that they
remain.

Please do not remove the marina. | have been visiting Blake Island for 40+ years by private
boat and would hate to see that option disappear.

Let's go, Tillicum recreation! /&

HAD A SAILBOAT 30 YEARS AND VISITED BLAKE ISLAND MANY TIMES AND ENJOYED
TILLICUM VILLAGE WITH VISITORS. ANCHORED OUT EXCEPT WHEN | HAD
HANDICAPPED VISITOR.

Blake Island is an incredible place close to Seattle and potentially a way for all to spend time
in nature. | encourage finding ways to getting us, the public, there and making the island not
only available to people with big boats. | would not feel 100% safe kayaking to there, too far
over open water.

Thanks for accommodating public input

| think the Hope Island in the South Sound should be the model. | grant that getting to Hope
Island involves shorter passages for kayaks and other small boats. Hope Island is ideal in that
it is as natural as possible while still honouring and memorializing past human use.

Miss the Argosy option very much. I'm not pushing Argosy, any concession company would
be fine.

We would like to see an approach similar to this taken for Cama Beach State Park. Cama
already has significant infrastructure to support a vibrant, highly valued rustic beach
experience.

I've enjoyed use of Blake Island for the past 60+ years on a once a year kind of schedule
depending on access to watercraft for access. As an old guy now, my access to watercraft
that is appropriate is non-existant

It is key to find the right balance between development and preserving nature. Blake is a gem.
It has “self regulated” by virtue of the limits of the marina and mooring buoys as well as
distance from Alki shoreline. | do not favor building a lodge and cabins, but if they are built,
build simple, rustic, more affordable cabins so they are more widely accessible. Please be
sure to keep the vessel pump out station - it helps keep our waters clean. Putting cabins along
the southeast beach would kill camping. Camping is accessible to many folks with limited
means. Consult with Bellingham Marine Industries re rebuilding the marina - they have
significant data on recreational boating trends and can help foresee what will work best. Also,
BMI can help you look at marina systems used in other parts of the world, e.g. stern tie and
“slime line” that are efficient. Add mooring buoys to help avoid the potential damage done by
anchoring. Mooring buoys are a great investment. With buoys that accommodate larger loads,
boaters can side tie on the buoys and decrease use pressure on the marina. Build new
bathrooms that are simple to maintain. Add outdoor showers. Consider adding new camping
sites that are not directly on the beach but have minimal facilities like fire pits, tables and out
houses - to help disperse the camping. What is the theme / mission for Blake — attract people
of all ages who want exposure to nature, camping, encourage some hiking and beach walking,
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whether arriving by personal boat or small foot ferry. Leave the heavier commercial activities to
the Seattle waterfront. Thanks for doing this. When is the public meeting in Seattle??

Blake island is a magical place accessible to a major metropolitan hub. It needs proper
investment so that it maintains its natural habitat while at the same time providing a wide
demographic to experience this historic island.

Long time visitors to the park. Our kids have grown up there.

| would prefer keeping the island as natural as can be, but with the allowance of visitors. The
existing development seems about right.

| am a sailor and come to the island often. It's a shame that this isn’t accessible to the general
public and should be. State parks should not be only for those with boats.

Thank you for taking the time to see what the community needs!

We have been using the marina for the past couple of years and although deteriorating, it's a
great place to get out into the wild so close to Seattle.

I was a member of the Sea Scouts when a teenager and visited Blake Island many times.
Usually we anchored and rowed in on tenders. Good memories of exploring and picnicking - a
good day trip for a bunch of kids.

I've been visiting this Island since | was a child. It's a beautiful Park with wonderful trails.
Given the State finances, | would appreciate the obvious - Maintain the existing marina as-is
(providing access to all sized craft) and if possible (but unlikely), finding a Vendor willing to
take over the Tillicum Village operation. | would encourage improving the Ranger's home. As a
boater, I've dealt with the problem of cross-winds impacting maneuvering within the marina.
Shrinking the fairways and building specific slip sizes will surely cut down on large boat traffic
and the related year-round income. Smaller boats will come, but only in late Spring to early
Fall. Otherwise, the marina will be much more idle. Hope you consider my comments. Thank
you!

This is a great opportunity to let the tribes lead the discussion. This land, by all reasonable
interpretations, should be theirs. Even if you disagree, they are much smarter about land use
that the rest of us are.

Please work to restore Blake Island to a natural condition. This is not only good for taxpayers,
but it's also good for wildlife. Thank you!

| regularly kayak to Blake Island from West Seattle or South Colby. | visited there when
Tillicum Village was in full swing, with the cafe. If you let it returen to nature, the state ought to
aassist volunteers who would help care for this amazing place. For example, | pick up trash
when | kayak. It would be great to have a container on the island that could be occasionally
services so | don't have to lug garbage in my boat. Please take care of this jewel.

Blake Island provides the only state park with moorage in central puget sound, providing a nice
alternative and escape.

If properly managed, income producing facilities offer benefits to the public and have the
potential to offset costs for development.

I grew up living on Puget Sound. My family has lived in Washington State since mid-1800s.
Many childhood and adult experiences with boating (mostly human or sail-powered), including
visits to Blake Island, and many other outdoor activities on land and sea.

| like it as a state park with access for non boaters. Yurts would be a good addition. This a
gem of a park don't mess it up

We love Blake Island and visit many times each year. We feel like it is such a treasure so
close to Seattle and would like to see it more accessible to people who don't own a boat.

Three generations of my family have camped, hiked, fished, snorkeled, and communed with
nature on Blake Island. And the 4th is coming along. It's a special place because of its
relatively natural state. More development will detract from its best qualities.

| believe the best option for Blake Island is maintaining the marina, and the natural isolation
and beauty of the island.
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Any plan should maintain Cascade Marine Trail camp site for human-powered vessels such as
kayaks because there are a limited number of sites on the marine trail.

| frequently use the park by boat. It is a unique and priceless wild escape for hiking,
botanizing, and exploring. | support keeping it wild while working on improving the ecosystem
by forest stewardship, wildlife management, and removing the unused structures. Only lazy
boaters need a marina. Mooring buoys could be expanded to reduce frequency of anchoring,
but damage is minimal to nothing from proper anchoring.

You should not have race-based information gathering.

It would be wonderful to have the island as a resource available to all, while protecting its
natural habitats. It's so precious to have nature close to the city

Blake Island is a treasure to be protected, certainly! Beautiful and at least partially isolated, it
should still be a joy for folk to love and share.

Blake Island is a gem. The current level of infrastructure is a good balance, it just needs to be
updated and maintained. | enjoyed Tillicum Village when it was in operation but it always
seemed to be out of place. Unless a native tribe takes over the concession, | think the park is
better without it.

Why not open the concessionaire option to local Tribes (Muckleshoot, Tulalip etc) to back with
some of their casino income? Right now, the Muckleshoots are paying a lot to support the
Seattle Kraken. Let them take over the concessionaire spot, and foot the bill, for tribe
recognition and goodwill? It could turn into an international destination. They could bring back
the shows and the salmon bakes, and frame it how they want to.

The State literally passed the largest tax increase in history last year and a huge income tax
this year. If the State can't fund a park like this, then what in the world is the State doing with
all the surplus taxes?

It is great having a state park so close, and so beautiful, but currently access is challenging
and thus we cannot enjoy the park as often as we'd like.

We sailed to blake island in 1975. Had a lovely time camping on our daysailer, at the marina.

In past years, my husband and | loved sailing to Blake Island with our boat and hiking the
wonderful trails around the island. | no longer have a large boat and cannot access the island
without a commercial option.

Please put more marine buoys in to protect the marine environment

The "rustic retreat" option is (in my opinion) a very good compromise that preserves much of
the natural island and still allows reasonable public access.

| have been to and enjoyed Blake Island many times in the past and would love for it to remain
accessible to the general public via public transportation so they don't have to rely on a
motorboat, sailboat or kayak to get to the island.

Maintained mooring buoys are critical to keep boats from causing damage for anchoring. Most
critical on the west side where currents are strongest.

Leave the jetty and the village. Remove the docks when no longer safe. Install a mooring cable
like Reid Harbor has.

At the least, add more mooring buoys on west side!!
Improve the marina.

| can see Blake Island from my house, and | love looking at it. | can see the need for more
recreational opportunities, but | also like the idea of leaving this island mostly natural.

Long time boater
I would visit with my partner or take my grandkids on a commercial boat if available.

I help run CYC Community Sailing Center. We bring youth groups to Blake for overnights in
small sailboats. We love it for its wild, relatively undeveloped nature & would love to see it
stay that way. We would very much like it if the camping sites on the west side of the island
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could be reserved such that we could reserve contiguous spots, vs the scattered reservation
option we have now. Thank you for soliciting all this input!!!

Keep the money away from Blake Is. For crying out loud, leave some stuff natural, but
consider ways to keep idiot humans from damaging the place in a fit of ignorance. Thank you.

It's sad my generation was the last. Be nice if it was turned into some kind info museum.

I am fortunate to have a boat to access Blake Island but | would also like the option of using
commercial transportation to visit it.

Blake Island was a stop over on my many, many transits from Olympia to the cruising waters
up north. Those who can anchor have excellent options in Blakeley Harbor, nearby. For those
who use marinas, there are also plenty of options. For cruisers, the Island is a much less
useful spot because it is open to wind and waves. But it is an EXCELLENT spot to get off the
boat and walk. As such, it serves a niche for sailors and small boat operators. | love seeing
families who haul their camping gear in their smaller boats and who then get to spend extended
time in such a delightful spot. Don't confuse "recreation” with "retreat" and keep the level of
use moderate. More is NOT better. Thanks!

Could local Yacht Clubs partner in moorage and buoys to reduce costs to State (be shared by
public and members) Yacht Clubs have their successful outpost locations that are well
managed and funded.

I'm curious how the public comment phase is going. I've reached out to Alexandra in hopes of
hosting an event for our local yacht club that | think would provide constructive input from the
boating community on Bainbridge Island, who | know use Blake Island often.

It's time to let Blake Island return to its natural state. The other alternatives include
environmental impacts that aren't worth it

| used to come to Blake Island as a kid. | have found memories of grabbing a boey on the far
side of the island and playing in the drift wood on the rocky beach.

Prioritize nature and giving more people access to this gem.

Blake island is one of the few places centrally located to Seattle where you can experience the
beauty of a pnw island in its original state. To increase visitors in any way would deeply impact
the wildlife in the area. | often marvel that you can walk the beaches of Blake island and find
no litter! Or find a seal pup resting, something that would be rare or impossible on a Seattle
beach is common place here because we have not encroached. To do so would be a great
injustice to the land, marine life and also to the people who visit this beautiful island to
experience these very things.

| will be sorry to see the Tillicum Village Longhouse demolished. It was such an enjoyable and
unigue place to visit.

| have kayaked to Blake from Alki Point several times to spend the night and took my family
of four via kayak there from Southworth. It is honestly my favorite place to go near Seattle.
Steven Mather bolstered the National Parks by making people care about them and | want
people to care about Blake Island which is why I'm for more people visiting. Providing both
luxury and rustic accommodation is a great idea. It could be the vibe of one of my other
favorite locations, Yosemite valley.

Blake Island is a popular retreat for human powered vessels, a place to escape from the city
and connect with nature. Ever since Tillicum Village closed, it’s been nice not having the
island overrun with people and boat traffic.

We need these calm, pristine gathering places.... thus could also be a National model for an
ADA specific camping and recreation area..... imagine it becoming known as a beautiful,
valued place where ADA folks could really enjoy truly accessible experiences specifically for
them and their families!!

Have visited Blake Island in previous years and enjoy it, especially the location - convenient to
the population in middle Puget Sound.

Parks could require all boaters who anchor, use the Marina, or pull up to a beach to have a
discover pass. It's somewhat enforceable. You could also charge more to overnight at the
marina on the weekends. Anyone going there has a boat and money and it is not a hardship.
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| loved going to Blake Island as a kid for field trips, | also worked for Argosy Cruises in Seattle
and the Ship Store in Port Orchard both of which operated ticketing and boats to Tillicum
Village which brought a more historical view of the NW to visitors. However, | would rather
have it become more natural in nature for school trips, camping, hiking etc but remain less
commercial.

We brought our kids to camp there for a couple of years in a row with a large group of friends
when they were little. We used human powered boats, sailboats and motorboats to get there.
Great memories. Keep it simple and wild. Provide moorage options and preserve a few docks.
Need restrooms and access to water!

| would advocate for giving this island back to the tribes.

No matter what, we humans must be informed of the need, respect to the island, animals,
ancestors. There have to be some things we humans need to change, respect--there's the
future--healing island, i.e. special times to go there--let's heal--we have cameras, movie
pictures. Work to educate us, especially white people, to respect indigenous firstness to this
land, climate change, respect need today to let Blake Island rest, thrive, and see what goes on
from there.

Don't over-think this. Boating is one of the most highly enjoyable activities for an active,
outdoor enthusiast. Blake Island’s location is magical sitting just a few water miles from
Seattle. To diminish access by boat through elimination of the marina and seawall would be an
irreversible mistake.

Definitely not develop a marina. Whichever alternative is picked.

| have really great memories of Blake island. Because it is so hard to get there it feels like a
real treat. | savored it even more. I've been both via a private boat and through
Argosy/Tillicum. Great both ways.

I no longer have a boat. But, when | did, we visited Blake Island during the summer for about
15 years. | always thought it would be best in a natural state, with a small boat dock, like
many of the San Juan islands have.

While | would love to see this as a recreational destination, the cost outweighs the benefits.
There are other parks out there that need maintenance funds. Perhaps it's time to let this one
go, and restore the natural environment. Thanks for hosting this survey!

we enjoy boating to Blake Island. It is a resource that is presently under utilized

| visited Blake Island by canoe from Camp Sealth and by family boat from Seattle several
times in the 1960s. Very fond memories. I'm a fan of keeping parks natural. | think options 3 &
4 would ruin it.

| grew up kayaking with my parents to Blake island and have visited it many times that way
and enjoyed camping on the west side throughout my life. It would be wonderful to have more
of the island retain that feel.

Since the visitor count has decreased, it is too difficult for a person without a boat to get to.
Sell it to the Suquamish or another Native American Tribe and use the funds to improve other
parks that badly need improved.

| live in Manchester and Blake Island is just two miles off shore. | kayak and fish over there.
It's a magical and historic place surrounded by a bustling urban environment. Nature and
respect for the Native American heritage are important to me.

We need natural parks not another commercial enterprise and also Blake Island is Native land
not to be desecrated

| would like the park to be sustained in its natural state, which aligns with my idea of a natural
environment: It's less expensive. And while not everyone can access it, the most expensive
option doesn't allow everyone either. In fact, the less folks on the island, the less erosion and
threats to wildlife.

I think we should let nature reclaim the island, reserving access to island for American Indians
and Park personnel.

Please consult with the Native American Tribes with cultural and historical interest in Blake
Island. Please so not use state funds to support private concessions; they should invest their
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own money to support their own business.

Explore private partnerships for Marina repair and maintenance to offset public cost. Maintain
easy public access without need for expansive recreation upgrades.

I'm shocked you did not consider returning this land the tribes.

Many fond memories of going to Blake Island and taking our kids there and guests too.
Enjoyed hiking the trails. Please keep the marina up to date, it would be a shame to lose this
community asset to neglect. Loved the Tillicum Village dinner and show -

Appreciate you all considering public feedback! | really think returning Blake Island to as close
to a natural state as possible is both economically smart AND the right thing to do to protect
wild places near urban environments. Our grandkids will appreciate it!

The best alternative will allow people without private boats and with limited financial resources
to come and enjoy the peace and tranquility on Blake Island. It will thoughtfully balance public
use, environmental and cultural education, conservation and restoration.

Love to do day visits, hike around island with quiet enjoyment of area.

| would like to be able to get there for an inexpensive rustic experience. Problem would be
access/transportation as | have no access to a boat

Return Blake Island to the Suquamish People

We should keep it a marine park - like those in the San Juans.
Forget these plans. Return it back to Suquamish people!

It is a wonderful place to explore

Huge cost for the benefit of very few.

Please keep costs low. There are so many other projects which deserve our tax dollars more,
such as restoring the ferry system.

Park is great needs to bring concessions back and expand marina. Allow argosy cruises to
return. More infrastructure need at West camp

Boats (of all kinds!) are extremely expensive to own, maintain, and store. Blake is one of the
few islands that could easily have commercial and public accessibility - please go for one of
the two options that increases access!

| am writing my comments from the position of someone who can afford the pleasure boat, the
five star hotel stays, and debasement of nature through glamping and all its trappings, so
please take my suggestions to heart as not sour grapes against the "haves", but rather as a
desperate plea to reduce the spoliation of what natural beauty remains in our great Salish Sea!

Thanks for polling the public on this.
Blake Island is a gem because it hasn’t been over developed- love to keep it that way

Used to work for Argosy and took folks to Tillacum (1997/1998). It was a great cultural
experience.

Looking forward to see how this process plays out!
What a loss it would be to let go of the marina. A beloved and favorite stop for us by boat!

State Parks should analyze alternatives with the goals preserving natural resources and
providing sustainable and appropriate access for some outdoor recreation. Creation of a resort
like facility that dramatically increases use beyond sustainable levels should not be taken on.
Alternatives 2 and 1 seem like reasonable options within the scope of State Parks’ role.
Options 3 and 4 dramatically increase the risk or serious resource degradation and the
reduction of a natural treasure to tourist trap, primarily serving out of state visitors while
residents seek to connect with their natural lands elsewhere.

Thank you for your community engagement!

Dislike the race question
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I would like to see Blake Island modeled after the Provincial Park across the bay from
Nanaimo in BC, now called Saysutshun but previously Newcastle Island. It is a very similar
situation. There is a small marina and a small "taxi boat" that goes from downtown Nanaimo
across ever hour during daylight hours (except in winter). Abundant camping. A small building
with meeting space and a small food counter. Plenty of mooring buoys and anchorage space.
It's extremely popular, always lots of people visting. Please check it out here:
https://newcastleisland.ca/

| belong to a large national organization which holds meetings all around the country. in 1996,
we hoted the annual large gathering here in Seattle. We have a business meeting, but also
many side excursions in each city. We took a large side excursion to Tillicum Village and
Blake Island, and attendees from all over the country LOVED IT. People still talk about it. It
would be tremendous if the local tribes could be involved, particularly those who have
hospitality experience (hotels, casinos, restaurants)

| grew up using the island with my family, accessing the island on our family boat. Others
should be able to enjoy the Island and not gatekeep it.

Paddle around the shoreline at low tide and see all the raccoons foraging shellfish on the
beach. It's beautiful. This is how raccoons should be living around here. Re-wild this island
please.

| have never been to Blake Island but recently acquired a boat that | would like to either beach,
anchor, or tie to a dock if it's open.

| have enjoyed Blake Island in various different ways over decades of my life and would like to
see a balance of amenities that ensure visitors have the infrastructure to be responsible as
well as be limited in scope to ensure the island retains is natural beauty without over
commercialization. Accessibility to the island should be available to all income levels and a
limited commercial vessel would allow for that as well as for educational groups

We have been going to Blake since the early 1980s. It was a great place to bring the kids and
now the grandkids.

Preservation of this island should be paramount. Any development should have funds included
to increase public access.

Please steward Blake island with intention, care, and respect to those who came before and
those who come after us. We don’t need anything more than Blake is already.

Whaile | would like to see development, it seems to me the only feasible option is the most
rustic one. Both because of permitting, and because of the shortage of funds in Washington
state.

| think you should be doing outreach to local paddle/kayak groups in King, Kitsap, Snohomish,
pierce counties to support these alternatives - get more young people and regular paddlers
involved

I'd like to see a marker to show where the first Camp Sealth was located. It was there in 1920.

Please keep camp grounds. Prefer first come for all campsites in main camp ground. Not a fan
of the resv system

Blake Island is our favorite local boating destination. The fact that we can camp or moor in a
fabulous location so near Seattle dear to our hearts. A commercial boat that could drop people
off for camping is needed. No cabins or lodges should be there- it should stay rustic.

Nowhere in this plan do | see any acknowledgement of the indigenous people and their history
of using Blake Island. How do we honor the birthplace of the namesake for Seattle. The tribes
should be preparing the plan for the island for use that honors their traditions and plans for the
future. Among the options could be limited access to their cultural lands, an education center
for tribal history and traditions for all people, and even commercial exploitation if that
represents their wishes.

My family has been going to blake island annually since the 80s. It's a very special place and
access should be maintained for boaters and ideally there's a ferry system there for the
general public as well. Special water taxi shuttles from West Seattle for example.

Without commercial transportation, only affluent boat owners can visit
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Would prefer that state park be used while maintaining its natural beauty as best possible.

As a taxpayer, why don't you conserve funds. Discover Pass increased 50%. Doesn't mean
waste money!!

We should be finding ways to make our parks better, not ways to decommission or give up on
our parks.

We love to take the boat to the island for tent style camping. Fixing the marina and improving
the existing campsites (and perhaps adding more services) would be fantastic.

A state park within sight of Seattle that is only accessible by people with access to a private
boat suitable for crossing open water is already far too inaccessible for a state park. It's one
thing to have islands in the San Juan that are only accessible by private boat. But requiring
access to a boat turns what could be the most accessible and visible state park into one of the
least accessible. | would love to pack my backpack and go camp on the island, but since |
don't have access to a boat Blake Island joins the list of least accessible. We should be
lowering barriers to accessing the outdoors not raising them.

retired female
No matter what, you need a marina for public private access. Don't wall it off!
A combination of options 3 and 4 would be ideal

| think Blake Island is a valuable location in Washington, and think with light and heavier
investments, it could become a culture hub and gathering space in nature within reach of the
city for future generations

I worked for Argosy Cruises for many years while they were operating Tillicum Village, and
have a deep appreciation for the value of the longhouse (it is an architectural marvel and a
feast for the senses!), the natural beauty of the island, and how important it is to keep the
island accessible to those who can't afford their own boat. Having worked alongside many
native people employed at Tillicum Village, | also know in my heart that the island should be
returned to the tribes and let them steward the land as they see fit. The Longhouse would
make a great small casino or event space like Kiana Lodge.

We use the park and love it. Hoping to find a way to make it viable

I really hope you're taking into account what local tribes (original stewards) would hope for this
island. We are fortunate to have many high-recreation sites in Washington already. This island
should be treated as a preserve with rustic experiences only.

Why should all taxpayers pay for a park that only a select few — I.e., boaters — can use.

I would like to know what the visitation is like now without Tillicum Village. | imagine it has
drastically reduced. Historically, | don't think it has been an overly populated park, And |
believe we should leave it that way. We have practically developed/destroyed every inch of
coastline in Fugit sound let’s leave something untouched.

| see a combination of the best of the alternatives. The marina and a boat concession to allow
access for more people is probably a necessity, so school groups, etc. can experience the
island. A small visitor concession and cafe would help provide services and income. Please
see Sand Harbor in NV State Parks for a relative scale to emulate in size of structures and
marina/harbor. Sand Harbor's biggest drawback is allowing too many cars, but that wouldn't be
a problem for Blake. They also host a Shakespeare fest and concerts to generate income,
which would be another way for Blake to generate income in a scaled down fashion. | have
great childhood memories of Blake Island, so please get this right whatever you decide

There should be an option for people to visit who don’'t own a boat.
Keep the Native American story alive in what ever is developed.

Blake Island has been a wonderful part of Seattle for years. Increasing access to public parks
will serve locals and visitors. More exposure to nature and our maritime environmental will
create more support for Parks and open space in the long term. Therefore, | am supportive of
the expansion plan to allow greater access and not just limit it to those (likely more privileged)
with private boats. Wilderness is for everyone.

| would prefer to see a small foot ferry regular run to the island rather than a large commercial
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craft.

| want a return to the old Blake island - with a Native American cultural center, camping and
hiking, etc. none of these options provide that.

Talk with Puget Sound Express about occassional commercial service to Sucia Island state
park. Might be a model.

An improved marina with opportunities for those without a boat to gain access and enjoy
concessions seems like the sweetest spot. Encouraging large groups feels like a bad idea.

control of invasive in the vicinity of the original homestead

#1 - Involve local tribes in this decision!!! #2 - | liked Tillicum Village a lot and it was the only
"touristy" thing | would always do with visitors. | think it was a great way for non-Natives to
learn about the NW Natives culture. (Honestly, many people outside this area think learning
about Native Americans is going to a casino. And because it's so close to Seattle, it could be
touted along with other downtown touristy things. Bottom line: it could be a better way to
highlight and teach about the areas origins. So, although it's not listed as an option, I'd like to
see the Native aspect and allow boats and camping. Having a Tillicum thing too would provide
transportation for non-show day use. Regardless, good luck; this is a tough one.

I've been to the island as a kid on my parents’ boat and now as an adult on a friend’s boat. |
remember both as fun experiences.

Blake Island is a gem. Very unique. Thanks for being thoughtful about its future. Whatever the
decision, I'll support it.

Would like to see it stay more or less the same.

We must find a way to retain use of our parks & grow them wherever possible. If sponsorship
is a way to do that, let’s do it. I'm not keen on seeing a sponsor sign on various buildings in
our parks but if that's what it takes to keep our parks open and structures updated then let's do
it! Don't say no because of money. Find the money through sponsorship and let's make our
parks functional and beautiful again. The people need them!

Do enough to save this resource as a place for wildlife and have limited but available and
sustainable access for recreational activities. Please don’t turn it in to a full blown tourist
attraction.

Blake Island would offer a unique camping experience if primarily accessible via hand-
launched vessel.

| love Blake Island!

Tillicum Village was great. A concessionaire and local Indigenous groups provided
entertainment, education, and awesome alder-planked salmon. Time for a reboot!

| would expect a dock and ramp suitable for wheel chair visitors. That's going to require heavy
duty floats and a breakwater. | also expect State Parks to complete a Historic Preservation
Survey before completing the master plan. Time to atone for the mess up at Canna Beach.

| grew up visiting Blake Island and have many fond memories. | want my son to experience
Washington's nature and rich native american history. however, climate change gives me
pause on making big changes/improvements to the natural landscape. Tribal Government
feedback should also be heavily weighted

Blake Island is a wonderful asset for the state, and I'd like to see many different people
accessing it. I'd also like to see its natural beauty preserved and to not spend too much
money! For my own purposes, | don't need a marina. But then we deny access to many more
people. | very much dislike the concessionaire model used by the national parks. | think that
Washington can and should spent budget money on managing state parks; the privatization
model is a bad deal for almost everyone.

| think for rustic retreat option, we can do minor upgrades to the marina. It's pretty good.

| have camped on the island, hiked and biked. | have traveled there by kayak, personal power
boat and Argosy.

Would've been great to promote trips via foot ferry during World Cup to share our Native
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American roots with global travelers. Maybe we can still scrap something together.
Infrastructure exists. It'd be a pop-up cultural experience. Let’s show the world who we are,
and be proud of it.

| have been to Blake Island several times camping with Scouts using the Sea Scouts boat.
Access to the island is a challenge for those of us without access to a private boat, so finding
a commercial partner to help provide access should be a top priority in any proposal. Due to
Blake Island's proximity to DT Seattle, unique tourist opportunities should be explored. A
revamped Tillicum Village or similar experience could draw tourists and locals back to the
island, and could become part of the redeveloped downtown waterfront experience.

| worked out at Blake Island for a few years with Argosy Cruises, and was privileged to spend
many hours both in the building and on the grounds. Even done a leisurely run around the
entire island one fall, which was heavenly. | would love to visit again. And | would prefer it
remain a break from the urban surrounds as much as possible, vs. too much change and
commercialization. It is a very special place.

If there is going to be commercial service, this should be done as a low-impact "eco tour"
style, to learn about nature, marine wildlife, indigenous history, but not "glamping" or anything
"deluxe." | do think if there was a group campsite there, and a group kitchen, and stage let's
say, that this would be rented for wedding, anniversaries, friends' gatherings regularly, including
by our family.

| don't have the means or the connections to visit the island on a private boat. But if there were
incentive for a company like Argosy to offer transport | would love to make this a destination
again. Options 3 and 4 are more equitable! And | prefer 3 because it's less fancy and more
affordable for the taxpayer. People can always find cabins and airbnbs and the like - | prefer
that our recreation system focus more on camping as a public utility.

| prefer restoring land for wildlife (or, at the very least, not harming wildlife) over destroying their
dwindling habitat. There are so many places Washingtonians can already go for entertainment
that don't require demolishing more habitat or endangering wildlife. We don't need to create
more entertainment for people at the cost to the environment that makes this state so
beautiful.

Consider adding/maintaining hiking trails and specific bird viewing areas. | do not have a boat
and would like to be able to get to the island. Keep the marina at all costs. It would be
impossible to rebuild later. The island is a jewel and we should be able to visit it even if we
don't have a boat.

Born and raised here. My city is disappearing before my eyes. Former state employee now
retired | would like to enjoy my springs and summers visiting Blake Island with my family and
friends.

it is essential to provide floating docks due to large tidal swing

Adding additional mooring buoys will be really helpful is protecting the marine environment by
reducing anchor drops, and it will encourage more use of the park. Plus, it increases visitor
safety by reducing the likelihood of a boat hitting another one due to an anchor dragging.

Like the combination of cabins, transportation to and from the island, and small concession
appearance.

Having marine parks like Blake Island is a truly special feature of the area. I'd love to see
these remain accessible to the community, while avoiding over-visitation. I'd propose an
alternative between 2 and 3: Skip the concession, or keep it very minimal (a la the food
concession at Greenlake) and provide limited commercial transportation to/from a location
*other* than downtown (perhaps from the Alki water taxi pier and possibly somewhere near
Southworth). The goal would be to provide access/support for the local community, while
reducing the likelihood that the park will be flooded with tourists pouring in from cruise ships in
downtown Seattle.

| have always loved visiting Blake Island and Tillicum Village. Have wanted to explore more of
the Island trails there.

| used to kayak and believe some facilities is better than none. If no marina, there will be more
environmental damage by rogue mooring and beaching.

The magic of Blake Island is how close it is, but also the rustic experience. Need to improve
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boat access, but not make it a tourist trap.
Please help our World
Don't let elites with their money and boats make it for them.

Thanks for being thoughtful with these decisions. | also hope the work to eliminate invasive
species will continue so that the wildlife and forest can remain healthy.

Expanding access and features to this landscape would benefit all of the people of Seattle for
generations. Go get it!

| admit my decisions are based on emotion and memories. Blake Island is a treasure that
shouldn't be overutilized and/or commercialized, like | felt it had been the last time | was there
many years ago. | chose Option 2 because | feel it could generate some revenue to fund
maintaining the services proposed without sacrificing the natural beauty of the island.

I've been once by sailboat and really enjoyed the remote + raw nature on the island so would
want to see that preserved. While making the island safer to access or more accessible to the
general public sounds reasonable, it's a significant cost for not much gain, more people is
going to Ikely hurt the island and nature, and moves the island away from a raw nature retreat
to anyone with an argosy ticket can overnight and visit.

There are too few accessible destinations for boaters in the central sound. Blake Island is a
great asset. It should be prioritized for the public to enjoy.

| have grown up here and went to Blake Island at least once a year or so, brought my kids to
Blake Island when they were growing up and appreciate the space it allows people and wildlife
to share.

The reordering of preferences at the end of the survey was confusing and will provide
inconsistent results. My lowest preferences were by default Listed first as high priority.

We've used this park for years. Many fourth of Julys camping and now we use the marina for
day and overnight trips. Its close in and wintertime boating is perfect for this island. Please
bring it in to the year 2026 and make the long needed improvements so our kids and grandkids
can appreciate it too.

Just don't ruin Blake Island and don't take away boat access.

Thank you for including public opinion in your planning. Blake Is is a very special place so
pease continue with your thoughtful, careful approach to its future.

We love the present system of buoy balls, and the rustic island. We go by boat at least 1 per
year and enjoy the present situation.

The moorings surrounded by bull kelp in 1994-2015. Please restore the bull kelp in any
proposal. Retain a functioning pump out in any proposal (even the back to nature proposal). |
think the overnight cabin and retreat center idea may be the right direction. While | loved the
Salish show from the early 90’s, I'm not sure that or any concession could make ends meet
now.

Came from out of state and visited the island multiple times. It's a highlight for sure! Many
locals had stories of visiting the island with their school when they were younger for a salmon
bake. | think there is a lot of heritage there that is worth saving and getting a new generation
excited about!

It sounds like the primary issue is funding & permitting. It is extremely unclear to me why
installing a mooring ball requires this much oversight considering how little it impacts the
environment. It sounds like lobbying for easier permitting for simple things like that would help
a lot. For funding, considering the number of wealthy folks with boats who come here, what if
you looked for donors for certain improvements? You should NOT be upgrading the marina to
create space for bigger yachts without getting the rich to pay for that.

We overnight on Blake Island at least once per year. The island is much improved since
Tilicum Village shut down. Is there an option where the island stays as it is currently, possibly
the only change is to remove the Tllicum Village building?

I've enjoyed camping at Blake island quite a bit and would love to see that option continue.
Significant construction worries me as the rustic nature of the experience was a highlight.
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Additionally, given that so few "natural" areas exist close to downtown Seattle maintaining this
refuge feels like an important resource to preserve.

Blake Island is a gem we have enjoyed and gone to in our boat for 40 years and camped on
the island in our tent. We like it just the way it is now.

Thank you for taking our input.
Marine parks are few and should be maintained but not commercialized.

This park is one of the jewels for the WA Park System. and it's proximity to the metro area
give many access that can be a day trip or overnight. | would hate to see that go away

Could this be a #landback opportunity for the state?

| am an avid recreational boater, competitive sailor and a liveaboard, so most of my time is
spent on and near the Sound. Even with with that, | do not support anything more than high
quality maintenance and small improvements on islands like Blake Island. We have enough
development in the city and along the shores.

I love this island, and the concessions area. Educational and entertainment options back
before covid were fantastic. You are probably thinking that all needs to be torn down and
replaced... For the love of money, please get somebody else to look at it, no private Enterprise
would do that. It can be repaired, upgraded, remodeled... for far less than a tear down and
rebuild. If it's truly in that bad of a shape, then shame on you for not keeping up with
maintenance. Maybe consider hiring maintenance personnel with higher skill levels this time to
keep the building. Weatherproof, and watertight so it lasts a hundred years or more like many
historic buildings do. (Visit the East Coast, or Europe for examples) But | digress. Please
restore the educational and entertainment opportunities on this island, and do not try to
increase other access to it to avoid overwhelming the islands habitat. Thank you!

Please keep entrance fees low by limiting the expense of any new or remodeled facilities on
the island. The cost of the ferry plus the state park entrance fee should not be too high.
Keeping a concessionaire on the island can help defray these expenses.

| have been visiting the Island since | was 3. | don't want people to loose access to the island
by removing the Marina. | think that is the absolutely worst thing to do to the park.

I monument or garden to commemorate the Northwest American Natives

Thank you. | want to know the history of indigenous occupation of the island. Was there an
agreement between the State and tribes to turn the island into a public park?

I've been visiting Blake island since | was a kid, both by private boat and argosy. The magic of
the island is how empty it is. One of the few pieces of Puget sound that belongs to nature.
With it being so close to Seattle, | believe there is high risk of the ecology being severely
threatened. Please prioritize the natural environment... it's so rare to get that opportunity.

Primarily Boating or small craft (canoe) can be an easily accessible option while reducing
ecological impact.

Our family has stayed on this island dozens of times over 20 years and we would love to
continue

We would love to have a convenient way of getting to Blake Island from Seattle or the
neighboring areas. If there is not a concessioner to take us there, we will probably paddle there
occasionally.

| like that there is a park so close to seattle that is not over run with tourists. And | like
keeping the island more natural, less developed.

| don't currently own a boat, but | have in the past, and I've visited Blake Island both by private
vessel, Argosy, and would consider using a kayak.

| use to take my private boat to Blake, it will always be a special place unique in all of Puget
Sound.

There should be more information provided about the current use of the rest of the island, past,
present, and future. All of the options seem to have a destination with "no there there" except
for prospective camping and lodging facilities. If one can roam the rest of the island on paths,
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that's a different story, although | would think any proposal should include upgrades to the rest
of the island for visitors.

Recreation option helps the state park connect with the most people
Back to nature is the best for our environment as we move forward - Thanks

Blake Island is one of mine and my family's favorite places, | hope it can be enjoyed for many
years to come

My family and | have been going to the island every summer for the past 25 years. This is our
favorite state park and is always in need of more facilities including a functional lodge and yurt
or hut sites.

Preference would be to give land back to First Nations communities for their private use

| suggest using using school funds as public education has a massive general fund. Education
through natural settings has a major impact. Sitting in class rooms, staring at phones, not so
much

Blake Island is such a treasure. We have so many memories over the past 20 years boating to
and camping at Blake Island

The experience of paddling out to camp on and island and where you have the sense of being
in nature so close to major urban areas need to be preserved. It is very unique in is existance
how and where it is. No other place like it.

Blake Island has thrived under less human pressure over the last few years and | think access
should still be provided but no new buildings or capitalist retreats should be installed. And |
definitely don’t want my tax dollars going to that.

One of our favorite boating destinations, so I'm really hoping the marina will stay.

Many memories were made and this needs to be restored so my grandchildren can make more
memories

Nature first!

Keep Blake Island accessible to the public, but in it's "natural state" by investing in the marina
area upkeep with minimal impact on it's beauty and isolation. As an avid hiker/boater, | value
the ability to enjoy many of the beautiful parks in our state that are maintained, but not
overcome with tourism or commercialism that detracts from the serenity of nature. Please
keep the mission on task by investing in maintaining the Blake Island park, but not
commercializing it.

Blake is one of our favorite places to boat too. We enjoy grabbing a mooring ball or using the
dock when the weather is rough. We love the peaceful natural setting, walking the beaches and
the many trails. The island seems large enough to have a small village and maintain the
natural environment as well. The marina docks and mooring balls, for us, are extremely
important assets of Blake Island State Park that should be maintained.

What happened to the art carvings that were removed from Blake Island? | saw them being
removed. They should be reinstalled and other indigenous art should be installed there too.
Make it an art destination, featuring local carvers and historic carving.

Please keep marina

The park needs a way for non-boat owners to visit it. Otherwise is is state property that is
available only to the richest folks in our community.

The shore of the sound is too heavily armored and developed. Blake Island offers an
opportunity to recover some shoreline and forest for wildlife. The State Parks budget is too low
to maintain all the parks. Priority should be given to maintenance and preservation of parks
that are more accessible to more people, not just boaters or people who can take a charter
boat.

| grew up on Vashon Island, I've seen Blake Island my whole life but | have never been there.
Coming from a family of Puget Sound and Alaskan commercial fisherman, the idea of an
expensive restaurant selling farmed salmon on Blake Island was always very off-putting to me.
I know many people from Vashon who have been there though, and have dry camped.
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Teenagers, and young adults, will absolutely still be going there , and having proper rustic
recreation facilities for them, as well as a place for one park ranger to enforce tickets, will help
to keep the bad visitors to a minimum, preserving the natural environment of the Island. As
concerned as | am about the environment, and climate change, | think a lot of especially older
environmentalists think that the best option is always to let nature do it's own thing totally
uninhibited. The fact of the matter is we have all through the natural environment so much, that
in many cases letting nature do its own thing just isn't a good option for maintaining good
ecological health. The best option we have for preserving the biological diversity and ecology
of the island is to approach it with a combination of hands-off back to nature, paired with an
understanding of managing invasive species and managing visitors in a responsible way. A
small trail system and a small rustic camping area | think would be a totally acceptable
compromise with the demands of our state's population, and the need to preserve the natural
habitat of the island.

| am a recreational kayaker.

We have used Blake Island when we were kayaking and also, when the salmon dinner was
available. Both of those experiences were worthwhile.

A private concessionaire if the only way to get real access for mobility-impaired to the island.
Remember, the majority of mobility-impaired are not in a wheelchair, and could get on and off a
commercial boat with assistance. | have fond memories of taking my children years ago on our
small cruiser boat to Blake Island for the dinner show, talk to the Native American wood
carvers, and walking island paths.

| loved Blake island as a kid. We’d bring our friends and family there when they’d come to
visit. It was always a great and really unique experience.

Blake Island is a great place. It would be great to basically go back to the way it was

Would be excited for more accessibility for the local communities first and tourism is last on
the list of priorities. If there is a way to preserve the natural beauty but allowing more
accessibly for people who do not have the ability to access by private vessels or able bodied
to maneuver a kayak.

Visited blake island and used the marina in 2024

I would love to visit Blake Island, likely for overnight camping, and would appreciate
opportunities to do so without owning a private boat

| typically camp with my family once a year on the Eastern side of the island, and take a walk
across the island to see the Tillicum village buildings. | am curious as to why it needs to be
demolished? That is a highlight of the walk.

We have enjoyed Blake Island for many years and think it is a jewel in the central Sound. It is
a bit run down and we wish we could reserve dock space for large groups though. We would
use it more if we could reserve dock space for group trips.

| have fond memories of going to blake island as a child, but think it makes sense to give this
land back to native people to do with what they want, even if that is disallowing visitors.

Blake Island is a 20-minute boat ride from Seattle, yet being there feels like another world, an
escape from the world dominated by devices and information. We all need to be able to escape
to places where we can experience nature and change our perspective. Blake Island help
people find perspective. | am a boater and | love coming to Blake Island for a hike or a
weekend camping trip. But access to it shouldn't be limited to boaters like me. | think the
"back to nature" option would continue to disenfranchise non-boaters, while simultaneously
degrading the quality of the park.

Please Keep Blake Island Rustic and Natural. Better to preserve what is left as we never get a
chance to take it back..

Native land

Important the increased environmental education part of whichever plan is selected, especially
if greater public access.

Lived in West Seattle for 60+ years and loved it when we could get there by Argosy.

We love this island and spend a lot of time enjoying its beauty. Being so close to Seattle it is a
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wonderful respite from the concrete jungle.

Boating clubs (like the student-run Washington Yacht Club at the UW, for example) use Blake
Island as a destination for recreation and skill development for aspiring sailors. | was among
the crew for trips such as this. | hope the state park can be preserved and continue to
encourage young, diverse demographics to utilize the park.

Just repair the existing docks, bring in a vendor to create a tourist venue to tillicum village or
make it a museum.

Have been coming to Blake Island for over 20 years. As | walked the Island | always thought it
could offer so much more!

One in 5 Washingtonians own a boat. Please consider their needs and contributions in
taxes/money on fuel, marina fees, registration in the WA system.

We are longtime visitors to Blake Island, as well as dock host for 10 years. We would be upset
(outraged) to lose accessibility to our local state park. Other state parks have received
wonderful upgrades (Deception Pass/Coronet bay, Sucia, etc). Blake island is so centrally
located to a populated area. As hosts we have witnessed so many joy filled first time arrivals.
We also know there are many more visitors than are counted in the "overnight" tallies. While
the marina may survive for the remainder of our boating lifetime, | want it to be available and
accessible for our children and grandchildren, and the growing Kitsap county and King county
population.

| love Blake Island as it is. If changes -have- to be made, then it should be the least impactful
option to the current experience in order to keep coming here unique and desirable, otherwise |
might as well just go to a closer island.

Dear Planning Committee- If | missed the comment period, | apologize | didn’t hear until this
week that there was a plan to possibly eliminate the Marina at Blake island State Park. | was
there two weeks ago and didn’'t see anything about this plan. If the time period for comments
has expired and you need a personal presentation, | would be happy to do meet in person. My
family and | are long time boaters. I've had a state park marine pass for over 15 years, | have
been to Blake Island and spent the night there many dozens of times. | have been going to
Blake island since the mid-S before there was power at the docks. We have also been to the
other state parks accessible only by boat in the San Juans. Blake island is the only accessible
state park by boat that has power at the marina. The other terrific places are Sucia island,
Jones Island and Stuart Island. The main advantage to Blake Island State Park Marina is that
it is close to the major metropolitan areas in Puget Sound — Seattle, Tacoma, Winslow,
Bremerton, Port Orchard and others. I’'m not sure any other major metropolitan area in the USA
has such a jewel very close to a downtown metropolitan area. | am very surprised that any
consideration is being made to eliminate the Blake Island Marina. There were recent electrical
upgrades on Blake Island within the last three years. This is the only state park Marina where
a smaller boat can safely visit year round. The other island Marine parks in the San Juan are
much further away and require weather planning and situations that is not needed to go to
Blake island. Have you received comments from the yacht clubs in the Puget Sound area? On
many of the visits that we have made to Blake island, there have been yacht club gatherings. |
believe the yacht clubs would be greatly disappointed if the Blake Island Marina was
eliminated. If this is a financial, the yacht clubs should be approached about making some
contribution as they did when they established Sucia Island state park. | have some ideas of
what could be done with the facilities at Tillicum Village. | thought Tillicum Village was owned
by Native Americans, but | know it was not. | met the owner in the last year of its operation
and understood how Covid really pushed them over the top to close down. > > | would happy
to be happy to provide assistance to the commission and present testimony, but | did not know
about the recent hearing in Kitsap county. > > Both of my sons have boats and treasure their
visits with their children to Blake Island. Please do not remove Blake Island Marina. > Thank
you > Doug Hofmann 2069090652 > D. Hofmann@wkg.com.

Thank you for opening this to public comment! I've been going to Blake Island since | was a
child, and am excited to see what happens there next so future generations can enjoy the
island as | did.

Just that we love visiting the island but there are so many times the marina is full
It's a great park with tons of potential. Many many boaters Enjoy this location. Please keep it.

Blake Island is a jewel and readily accessible due to its central location. It is an amazing
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resource and must be preserved and the number two alternative seems to be the most
reasonable approach.

Our family has enjoyed visiting Blake Island for many years - picnics, walks in the woods,
outdoor games. Keep the marina. It seems sad that the Tillicum Village buildings will need to
go, but I haven't seen them recently, so the decision is yours. That was a big tourist draw, and
something people who hadn't been to the Pacific Northwest were excited to experience. And
maybe the additional income could offset some of the cost of necessary marina upgrades.

Do not change this beautiful island. A hotel won't work! Why ruin a beautiful place.
| have always liked it as it is.
Thanks for the survey, you rating system 1-4 is not intuitive to figure out...

| liked the salmon dinner and dancing. Can we partner with a tribe to continue to display their
traditions?

| camp at Blake around 3 times a year, usually on the west side spots or HPV site. The current
visitor serving facilities seem adequate.

It would be incredibly negligent to make any plans about Blake Island without the direct input
of the Coast Salish tribes, specifically the Duwamish. Their opinions on these options would
guide my choices. Thank you

Stop being lazy! Get the regulations under control and make our island accessible

Blake Island Marine Park deserves and needs to be enjoyed by as many people as possible. It
has been a Marine Park for 67 years and is ideally situated as a boating destination. The best
option for the island and the region includes improving the Marine Park aspects of the island
while improving access for all visitors. It is unthinkable to spend park funds to remove the
safe-harbor breakwater protected marina.

Have you studied the sizes of boats staying at Marina and judged the slip length according to
that study

I am a fifth generation Seattle resident. My grandmother advocated for Blake Island to become
a refuge and protected state park. | am indebted to those who have preserved it. Please
consider the living world, the creatures, the more than human existence beyond the realm of
money-making, financial prosperity, and catering to the whims of tourism and social media
content creation. Please, please set an example for the priorities of a new paradigm - one that
recognizes indigenous wisdom, the worth of all living things, and less when all the world is
moving towards more. Option 1. | will be happy to speak more or speak for as needed, and to
help if I'm able. 2069635532. Kyli Larson. Thank you.

We have visited Blake Island many times over the past 50 years. The current configuration,
before building closures, was a good balance between access and preserving the natural
beauty. The majority of visitors by their choice stayed close to the main area which minimized
negative effects on the balance of the island.

Blake is a community treasure. I've been visiting for more than 40 years. | Will miss Tillicum
and wonder if one or more of the tribes would participate in a new venture there.

| like the idea of another Roche Harbor.

Blake Island should be a jewel of a park and is an important access to nature for the boating
public.

Make this a park for the people

We love visiting the island as much as possible by our boat. Choose a plan that keeps the
marina open!

| live on Vashon Island. There are limited options for experiencing the wild or semi-wild
shoreline. The only non-moorage (fishing) public dock is closed and likely will not be restored.
I'd rather see more public docks than a built up concession stand on Blake Island.

Blake Island should be available to as many users as possible. Wild animals adapt.

I overnight in the marina on my sailing vessel multiple times per year. The island, as it
currently is, seems to be the right balance of nature and visitors. Let's keep the current
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facilities in good working order and well maintained. I.e., marina, mooring balls, shelters, camp
sites. Thank you!

It is a beautiful park and should be accessible by most people, not just the wealthy. At the
same time, we need to protect its natural beauty and not over develop it.

Seattle is filled with people who love challenges in nature. Not sure if you could shoot to build
facilities for kayaking or scuba diving, maybe to raise interest.

Please keep the marina! Blake Island is such a unique and special place that it would be sad
to limit access to just a few bouys.

i first began visiting Blake Island as a student at the University of Washington, my positive
experiences boating and camping have encouraged me to stay active in the boating
community

I've boated to Blake Island my entire life. It's a water access jewel among the State Parks and
needs to be preserved and maintained for the public...

Your policy for allowing boats to stay in Blake Island Harbor tied to a dock space for a WEEK
is bad. All other WA marine parks limit stays to 3 days. Limiting dock visits to 3 days would
open space for many other boats and seems much fairer.

| have been boating in the puget sound for over 20 years. Blake island is a special place that
gives opportunities for a natural place close to Seattle & Tacoma.

We have long visited Blake Island with many different boats over the years. It is a uniqgue gem
so close to Seattle.

Keeping/improving the marina is the most important thing for me.
Blake Island is a treasure! Thanks for the thoughtful approach!

I think Tillicum Village is almost historic for Washington citizens who have been there. Along
with the First Nation culture, | think it's worth preserving and improving.

The island needs to remain accessible to the public to some degree or another. | would prefer
to see less rather than more development.

Blake island is a gem for boaters and campers. Extremely sad for it to go away

Thank you for reading my comments! My opinion is that Blake Island is a very special place
for day use and for camping! | enjoy hiking across the Island, having a picnic there and
enjoying this Island with family and friends. We take our 18 foot boat to get to Blake Island, so
it is very important for us to have a Marina for our boat! It would be difficult to "beach" our
boat, and for me to get in & out of our boat if it is beached and just tied up at the shore
because | am older and have artificial joints. Please keep this in mind how very important the
Marina is for public access to Blake Island - especially for older adults, and disabled people.
The rustic camping is also a special part of Blake Island. Water is available, and restrooms, so
it lends itself to a peaceful and quiet place for camping. Children are safe at Blake Island!
People respect Blake Island because it is such a special place close to where we live. Please
preserve access and the Marina for Blake Island! Thank you!

Blake Island is a special place.
Please choose option 2

We have enjoy visiting the island for many, many years. Forming many happy memories of our
time there. We want others to be able to do so in the future. This island park is a treasure near
a large city, but we must be careful to protect it's nature from overuse, which could easily
destroy it.

Why?? Just leave it as it is. Maybe take out the village buildings and the commercial dock.
Leave the current marina.

Please preserve this marina! Our state is prized for its world class boating!
We love Blake Island, don't over due it, limit concessions, yes on camping but no restaurant.

We've been going to Blake Island for over 4 decades. It was invaluable when we were working.
Also helped bring Scouts to work
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Please take care of the wildlife first.

Money is tight. Solutions may develop in the future. In these dreary times, do not give up hope
for future options. Please adopt a solution that retains the moorage and rustic nature of the
island. Do not place priority on mooring balls. They are utilized in a limited fashion currently on
the vast majority of days.

Just bring back the island to its natural habitat.
Our families love camping and boating there with friends.

| love visiting the park with family and friends. it has become a part of our annual traditions to
meet up there on boats. it is the most rustic and natural place within a one day sail from
seattle. there is no other remote dark sky like destination so close. Going to the park by boat
allows an accessible escape to nature that is not possible elsewhere.

You're missing on how many people | might take there. | frequently use Blake Island as a key
opportunity to show guests some of the amazing parks and features of Puget Sound. I've
taken several groups there for day use or camping. | think your records of day use likely
substantially underestimate the true total due to the check-in process and the ease with which
folks can circumvent or understate the number of users. Each visit | make to Blake Island
averages probably 4-6 other users...

Improve, but not to big . save this gem and Tillicum village also. It was a trip to remember
coming out for a field trip as a child. We still go in groups and enjoy the island. My friend do a
trash pick up day...

I lived in Kitsap County for over 30 years. We spent many days picnicking on the island and
enjoying a very special place. Hooking up to a bouy and spending a night at Blake is a
wonderful experience. Please keep the island accessible to as many as possible.

Family and | have gone every year for last 30 years to Blake island via personal boat and have
big family campus. | know many other families that do the same

We have enjoyed Blake Island over the years just the way it is now. We have many wonderful
family memories. The park provides a valuable natural and cultural resource to both residents
and visitors and we would like to see that continue close to it's present form.

Thanks for the survey. Hope we can keep Blake Island beautiful and pristine forever.
We love the Island
Blake Island is a unique gem. Don't ruin it.

| prefer a plan that provides for ADA access. However, | think turning the island into
"DisneyLand" is a bad idea. If people want a Disneyland, build it somewhere else...add to the
existing Seattle Center. Increasing "commercialization" of the island takes away much of the
value and uniqueness of Blake Island.

Please keep it close to what it is now. We now have a boat, but for many years we did not. We
would travel to the island on private boats of family and friends and many times, we have
camped. We have also kayaked there. We are a middle income family and visit at least 4
times per year. It's a wonderful place for families to visit and enjoy the nature. We would not
enjoy it as much, if it were built up too much, with commercial activity. Maybe a small store or
concession stand would be ok; but | don't think it's necessary. Maybe more mooring balls
would provide additional income.

The rustic option is the best. It is closest to what we currently have and people enjoy this.
Many find ways to privately get to island (on friend’s boats or by kayak, etc); and many like to
camp. Funds are earned from moorage costs, and it would be possible to have a small
concession stand, store, etc...if they want to earn more money.

It should be like it is, but more supported. Success would be keep it rustic but enable more
people to access and enjoy it. Please do not force yourselves to pick among bad
concessionaires. If it can be done away from Blake, it shouldn’t be done on Blake. | would like
it to be a place where people can learn to take care of a natural place that supports active,
healthy, mellow breaks from civilization. Guided kayak or rowing trips from Vashon or Elliott
Bay. Camping and rustic cabins. Affordable. Not cheesy. Old school national parks style.
Thank you for asking.
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The over population of raccoons needs to be addressed. It's one thing to have the
representation of the wildlife but another to have it dominate the island.

Go for #4

| have had amazing low impact usage of the island. | have been on the school field trips. | love
the Native American story telling that we reviewed. Keep a marina add more mooring balls on
the west and south sides

This is such a special place for boaters to visit.
With all the new taxation to the public, | think some should be invested in our parks.

Please consider making it a wild place all are welcome and giving residents an option for close
to Seattle recreation. If you don't want Blake to be a nature preserve might as well build a huge
lodge with cabins and restaurants for all walks of life to visit. But we already have bainbridge
for those people

| would be really upset if you took the marina away. | absolutely love boating to Blake Island

Blake Island is a special place to me and | visit it at least twice a year as a retreat. Having
Blake Island facilities demolished would be a great loss. Please don't do this!

Have spent time at Blake Island since | was a teenager - and am now in my 70's. Great place.

It would be shameful for Washington to go backwards and not maintain Blake Island Marine
Park. The state legislature should find a way to allocate funds for our parks. Perhaps,
sometime in the future, a company will be interested in transporting people to and from Blake
Island (similar to the shuttle services that take campers to Sucia Island).

This state needs to get out of its own way. Streamline and simplify permitting and dispense
with the environmental over regulation.

| understand the challenges to diversify accessibility and secure funding. The majority of these
proposals appear to be an effort the recover something unlikely to be recovered, or to obtain
something unlikely to be sustainable long term. Both ineffective use of funds. | believe
something closer to proposal 2 would be the best fit.

What are the must have requirements for this project that are not different from option to
option?

We love blake island. We go here often. It is our daughter's favorite place. We love it's close
and private. Bathrooms are nice but nothing else is needed.

| have been coming to Blake Island since 2004. | got a boat and learned boater safety just to
be able to do this. | love it there. | have had a moorage sticker there for many years. | love the
hikes, | have camped for days, brought so many friends and family there. This is an amazing
place. Regardless of what happens | will come to visit, but | can honestly say, of the 50+
friends and family | have brought, there are probably very few who would want to get off the
boat if it wasn't in the marina. Please leave it as is for as long as possible before tearing it all
down. Camping there and having a shower is nice, but again, the marina is very nice compared
to so many | have visited. Consider leaving the marina. Its is always full when | go on nice
days. It makes sense that it stays. Jones Island, James Island, and Sucia Island all have
docks and don't even get the same traffic. This is a one of a kind here in the Seattle area.

Blake Island is a wonderful asset that should be open to the greatest extent of people
possible.

| love Blake island | have been canoeing and paddle boarding out there for years, it is secluded
and | do not like the idea of lodges being built out there. Go go Vashon and build lodges.

| think the education piece is important and | loved coming to the island by private boat/
camping and having the tourists leave so in the late evening the island was quiet- but i am
open to the idea of rentable cabins as | am now older and prefer a bed- :)

| think that Blake Island is a real treasure and am glad that thought is being put towards how to
preserve it for future generations. One item that wasn't really addressed and | think worth
mentioning is the difference in sailing versus motorized vessels. Incentivizing less pollution,
perhaps through varied rates on moorage fees may help here.
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Blake Island has been a treasure to me for the last 50 years. | have always honored the Native
American part of it and would not want that destroyed. | also do not want this to be all about
money. Clearly making room for many small boats (generates more $) vs. a mix of small/large
(generating a bit fewer $) better be kept in mind. Our government keeps digging for more ways
to get into our pockets regardless of fallout... Don't make this another.

Thanks for the survey. Such a valuable and underused resource for education, recreation, and
appreciation of a nearby urban population and visitors from all over the world.

Even though the rustic retreat seems slightly better given the small size of the Island, | think
it's important to fight for more people to use Public Lands. The legislature is cutting all the
wrong things. Their obsession with grant and early learning programs at the expense of Parks
that benefit all ages is misguided.

Sailboat trips to Blake Island are a very unique thing. | think the current setup of marina,
mooring balls, and camping maintains a great balance on the island between nature and
accessibility.

Go back to where the island was 25-30+ years ago, when the docks had no electric power,
camp areas were crude, and the natives had wonderful shows and dinners.

We have had several boats that have varied in sizes over the years. Our first destination is
always Blake Island. It is such an amazing place to visit with children or just as a couple.
Removing the marina would be a devastating blow to the PNW boating community. | would be
happy to pay more for a visit if this would help.

We spend the summers on our boat in the PNW and Blake island is one of our favorite places
to visit for the last 20 years. Everyone, not just those with boats should have a chance of
enjoying this special island.

When the state can't get permits something is wrong

| keep a personal vessel (30 ft sailboat) at a Port of Seattle marina, and access to Blake
Island is part of the reason | pay the moorage cost through the port rather than keeping my
boat in a more affordable private marina elsewhere on the lakes or sound.

| sail primarily on charter boats, not privately owned ones. And the "combined household
income" includes 3 housemates

I love our state parks. Thanks to all who keep them natural and beautiful

| have gone many many times to camp via sail boat. | have gone a few times to camp via
Argosy and | recommend to my non-boating friends to this every summer. And | have gone via
Argosy just to Tillicum Village for salmon at least twice in my life

| have enjoyed Blake Island since | moved to the area. | enjoy hiking the trails, and just
relaxing

Blake Island is a treasure, | am not sure why we would want to close it down.

Multiple generations of our family enjoyed Blake Is and we want to to keep having access vis
boat or commercial vessel.

| have moored at the marina, on a buoy, and at anchor on the west side. | see boaters of all
types, families of all ages, and varied types of recreation on-island. Let us not lose this!

We enjoy visiting the island as a family.

| have been going to Blake Island for about 55 years. Years ago there were no raccons and
things were much more pleasant. This went on for many years. Then the raccons arrived and
have been a sincere pain. | recommend getting rid of them with coon dogs and guns, or other
effective means.

Serious consideration needs to be given to returning this land to the tribes. If the State cannot
afford to run the park, give it back to the tribes. Blake Island is an important location for both
the Muckleshoot and Suquamish tribes and is the birth place of Chief Sealth. Returning to
them for their use would be a meaningful gesture to the tribes and relieve financial burden for
the state.

Preservation of nature with access is most preferred.
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Keep it boater friendly!
Please honor the natural beauty of Blake Island and keep it at lest a little "weird."

The times that | have visited the dock was a critical component in how | and the others | saw
got there.

So many options. Will be driven by resources/money obtained. Look at other models and
continue to be creative. Private non-profit or conservancy could boost services in a hybrid
option if public money never materializes.

Love Blake Island, it is a wonderful jewel in the Salish Sea.

It seems irresponsible to spend a large amount of taxpayer money to remove the marina for
State Parks and end up with no park user benefit! The Blake Island Park is a jewel in the
Seattle area. It is accessible for port, sail, and human powered boaters throughout the area.
There are few alternatives in this area of Puget Sound.

| have been to Blake Island numerous times. | liked it when there was a salmon bake with the
more rustic feel but still accessible by ferry. Anything more commercial than it was then would
destroy the very nature of the island.

Our family loves the Island. We visited many times over the years including day trips by
private boat and one over night camp by public transportation many years ago.

| have heard of this through word of mouth and was forwarded the survey from a friend. What
are the community outreach procedures? How could | get on an email from the WA State parks
Dept or other communication plan to stay informed on the process of determining the future
Direction of Blake Island? Are there community meetings scheduled? How can citizens
become involved? Sally McQuiston Sal.mcquiston@gmail.com

Adding the concession helps keep Seattle/Tacoma vibrant as a tourist destination. The ability
to travel to Blake Island on a commercial boat and stay on the island or visit for a day would
be fantastic for visitors. The island is currently always in use, and perhaps the cost of use
needs to be increased to allow for covering costs.

In summary, the marina should be upgraded and maintained to continue serving recreational
boaters and existing water-taxi access, without expanding to accommodate new commercial
vessel activity. This approach preserves the balance that has allowed wildlife to coexist with
public use for many years. Expanding commercial access would increase traffic and
disturbance and does not align with the stated environmental goals. The unused former
concessions/telecom village building should be demolished so limited funding is not spent
maintaining an obsolete structure. That space would be better repurposed for low-impact uses
such as additional tent camping, picnic areas, fire pits, viewpoints overlooking the marina, or
simple interpretive features—such as totem poles or other First Nations cultural markers with
minimal maintenance requirements—along with basic signage explaining the island’s historical
and cultural significance. Puget Sound is a region defined by recreational boating, and Blake
Island plays an important role in that culture. Maintaining the marina for recreational use and
existing access supports public enjoyment while minimizing environmental impact, whereas
removing the marina or introducing additional commercial traffic does not align with the
character or long-term stewardship goals of the park.

The level of activity when Tillicum village was operating was perfect. Boaters and non-boaters
could easily reach the island. There was recreation and a connection to the history of the
island.

| love taking my daughters to camp there.

Blake Island’s marina is the gateway that keeps this remarkable marine park accessible to
everyday Washingtonians—not just those with private moorage or specialized vessels. Closing
or reducing marina access would effectively cut off the public from one of Puget Sound’s most
unique natural and cultural resources. Maintaining the marina ensures safe, sustainable
access for families, boaters, paddlers, and overnight visitors, while supporting the stewardship
funding that keeps trails, beaches, and habitats healthy. Blake Island is one of the last quiet,
boat-in parks in the region; preserving the marina protects equitable access, supports
responsible recreation, and honors the long tradition of Washington’s marine parks as places
for everyone, not just a few.

| have fond memories of boating to Blake island as a child and hope to take my grandchildren
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there some day. The original buildings are part of the charm as it is one of the few remaining
places where we can see Native Buildings and envision their life of fishing via canoe.

Blake Island is a beautiful place near Seattle in a busy shipping area. | think its important to
have a protected Marina at Blake island and is worth considering expanding the Marina in size

We need an option 5, as | stated above in my comments. Update and maintain the existing
marina footprint and buildings with some additional amenities and features to increase revenue.
Don't make this a huge, expensive project that will be time encumbering as well.

| vote to update the island. | boated there last fall. The ranger was nice. Increased public
camping via Tent, boat and cabins.

Thank you for asking for community input.

Along with large boat pump out capabilities, consider a facility for dumping portapotty toilets,
which will support a clean environment. The dock on the West side would be temporary drop
and go for larger boats and dinghy only tie- up.

The marina is a safe harbor in the middle of central sound that I've used for shelter several
times. Maintaining that is important.

Please add more buoys and keep the marina

I am unlikely to paddle board out to the island on my own, but if a future vendor offered
overnight paddle board tour packages I'd participate!

Dock electricity is nice but not required and could be allowed to lapse

| have lots of ideas to make this place a space for recreation, creativity, curiosity, science/art,
small but life changing experiences for all ages. Not cheap, but | could see Seattle having
enough potential for big money donors...

Tillicum village is a seattle touch point. Dont get rid of it There are plenty of nature experiences
in the area Keep a unique seattle icon!!

Thanks for the opportunity to voice my opinion.

We use the marina for weekend stays with our sailboat. Sometimes with boating clubs.
Electricity has been helpful for heat during the winter.

Going to Blake Island has been a great family experience every time we have gone by boat. It
would be a shame to see it no longer accessible by moorage.

I've been visiting Blake Island and the other islands in the Washington marine parks since
1990. | absolutely would hate to see the near wildness of any of the parks, be run over and
ruined by any commercial enterprise. | never had dinner at the concession. Yes it was cool.
But | didn't care for all people tromping all over the island. | love nature when they left for the
night all was right with the world , you could see across to the emerald city, yet have the
feeling of seclusion.

This is such a special place on puget sound and | think we would be letting down future
generations by not maintaining the infrastructure and access. This is such a special, serene,
slice of nature, so close to the city that can be enjoyed And experienced by more if we
maintain the infrastructure needed to support such visitations. | want to be able to show my
kids this place one day and without deepwater moorage/a marina this is not as possible. Also,
think of elderly/disabled people that wish to visit, they need a marina to get on and off a boat
easily. There will be no option for a future foot ferry or other vessels transporting the public
here if infrastructure like the marina and restrooms are not maintained. It would also help draw
people in to have the restaurant and concessions store. Lodging will also help get people there
and allow more people to access this special place while having a minimal impact on the
overall island.

Thanks for asking. Our troop has used the island for many years

| think that having an in season access by walk on ferry is desirable but access via private
boat at the marina is critical for the future of this park. Without the marina | can't see how more
than a handful of people would be able to visit.

| believe it's really important to find ways to help those who doesn't have a lot of money, be
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able to enjoy unique nature spaces. Blake island is one of those places. | understand that it is
expensive to continue to maintain it, but it seems like such of waste of the money spent to put
IN the infrastructure in the past to have it taken out now. | definitely think people WILL find
ways to beach their boat without the infrastructure. They're already doing that when all the
mooring balls are taken....

This is a cherished boating and camping destination in the Salish Sea. We need to continue to
maintain and upgrade this facility.

We have a view of Blake Island....in the summer Blake gets a lot of visitors. I'm afraid if the
visitors increase to much, it will be hard on the island and the animals that live there.

My family has enjoyed Blake island for years. We have felt it is a shame that more people
don’t get to go there now that there is no transportation. Hoping it can be turned into a
destination for campers and boaters alike, it is such an amazing and magical place!

My family has enjoyed many joyful trips to Blake Island. | would hate to see it go away. Other
need to enjoy Blake Island.

| love Blake island and hope it will continue to be accessible primarily to diverse local
populations, especially children. | don't think we should prioritize tourists or concessionaires.
People from Seattle who don't normally get to visit the San Juan Islands have a unique
opportunity to go to this special, still primitive place. If we have to subsidize it with a tourist
concession, that could undermine the rustic experience and possibly make it less accessible
to the community.

| have lived in the Puget Sound area my entire life. Preserving it and its native inhabitants is
our responsibility. Seattle is surrounded by development, pollution, population density, and
noise - Blake Island is one of the few remaining natural marine spaces close to the city left.
Please dont destroy it by inviting massive amounts of visitors. It will be ruined. If you build it
they will come

Blake Island is a treasure and especially since it is so close to a metropolitan population. The
ability to get to the island so easily for private boaters and enjoy the tranquility so close to the
city is unique. That opportunity needs to be maintained

Can you do *something about the racoons?

The Tillicum Village Building is a historic building icon. It must stay, it defines the island as a
landmark. Require it to be either integrated or kept as that icon.

This has been a unique and amazing destination for many many years. It would be very sad to
lose this spot. Please do not get rid of the marina

| visited Blake Island once by Kayak with my daughter, wife, a friend, and his daughter. | again
visited my brother when Tillicum village was functioning. In the last 4-5 years have visited
almost every year in a 34' sailboat, both at the marina, and on mooring bouys. My wife and |
love the quiet atmosphere there in the off season, usually fall, and hiking the loop around the
island. This is a marvelous opportunity near Seattle to experience a natural Puget Sound
island. Please don't over-commercialize this treasure.

Boats, Kayaks, Bouys, Tent camping and water/toilets.

I've been to all state parks within 1.5 hour radius of my home, but not Blake island because |
don’'t have a boat. | would absolutely go if accessibility was easier but believe Return to Nature
is probably the best financial option.

Tear down the docks and let the deer and boaters have it!

There is a huge demographic of Blake Island visitors who are members of Boat Clubs. Boat
Clubs are a more environmentally and economically friendly solution to boating, because the
boats and associated infrastructure are highly utilized. (You don’t have idle boats taking up
dock space and resources). They also allow many more people to enjoy the beauty and
experience of Blake Island, and also open up the island to younger and less affluent visitors.
On any given Saturday or Sunday in the summer, | would estimate 25% of the boats at the
Blake Island Marina are from Boat Clubs. But Boat Clubs typically don't allow their boats to be
moored on buoys, and the boats don’t come with dinghy's that allow easy access to shore. |
think it's important for you to understand that Blake Island isn’t just used by rich old white
people with yachts. Our 10-year-old son, his friends, our friends, and our friends kids and
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grandparents have all gotten to enjoy Blake Island because we’re a member of a boat club. We
wouldn’'t have a boat if not for that.

This island was a special place to Chief Seattle. | think he would want to to be a nature
experience

Marina and boat access is extremely important to so many of us

| have been a boater for many years. In my younger days | took my children to blake Island by
outboard runabout. We camped overnight and went to Tillicum Village, along with the people
who came on the Argosy. Later | got a larger boat and used the buoys frequently and the
marina occasionally. | would have use it more if space were available. Blake Island is a
treasure in an urban environment and it is important to maintain access. When | go there now |
see people of all ages and incomes enjoying the island. If the marina and concessions are
removed, fewer people will be able to enjoy the island.

Blake island should remain as is, with additional buoys for boaters to come and enjoy safely
on the western / southern side of the island. The existing tillikum village could be converted
into a wedding venue or other rentable space as some other state parks have, and the natural
beauty of the island would be an amazing backdrop to those who can get there

I'd say fix the dock but th real problem over the last couple years has been the inhospitable
dock hosts. We used to raft up at the docks and only the boat tha tied up to the dock was
charged mooage

For what is paid in taxes this is ridiculous that this isn't a no brainer to update and MAINTAIN
the infrastructure correctly which has not been done. What do you expect? When you don't
maintain things they get more expensive. If you can fund billions for riderless trains you can
keep historical landsites and parks like Blake Island.

Blake island is beautiful! | love taking my family to the beach there. We would love to camp on
the island, but the rich folks always seem to have it booked up forever!! Please change this!!

e

WA Parks has for years done an amazing job. An easy comparison to our southern neighbors
reveals a much better focus on natural stewardship and overall park experience. As our people
become more an more cellphone addicted and less inclined to adventure out, it is critical that
WA parks fight to maintain an amazing experience so that when our WA kids do adventure out
and take a little risk, they are exposed to our amazing parks. Please don't let budget
challenges ruin one of the last great hopes for WA kids to experience nature and specifically
this island paradise, a wonderful dichotomy of nature surrounded by development.

My father-in-law grew up in West Seattle at the Boat docks and would roll over with his
childhood friends to camp on the island before it was a state park the vision of retaining that
kind of an experience for the legacy folks in Seattle is something | would like to keep thank
you for all the work that you're doing

| appreciate your survey of the public in this matter. May | suggest that in the future use a
broader brush to apply to more boaters. | received this survey from the Puget Sound Cruiser’s
Yacht Club. Thank you.

Let the island go as wild as possible

Don't turn the docks into individual slips. The ease and flexibility of the current dock
configuration is great. Don't break a good thing.

Stop trying to change Blake island. Reduce the cost of moorage, make caping better if
anything (the sites are horrible and wide open, uncomfortable and not enjoyable), get rid of the
unused buildings, and get rid of the asshole law enforcement who pretend they own the place,
they don’t. We the people own Blake. It's not the state’s Disneyland experiment or some
“stolen land” acknowledgment bullshit. This is our space to enjoy nature, camp, fish, and have
a peaceful space away from the dump that Seattle is. Leave it alone. The only improvements
you state idiots need to make are improvements that allow us to enjoy it as intended, as it is
NOW.

We have visited this island many times, our kids have met so many other children there and
have childhood memories that they will never forget. This should be available for children in the
future to have the same experiences.
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| have aged out but Blake Island is a gem. | boated there before the breakwater was installed.
My family and friends spend many many nights on the dock. My kids camped. Maybe let
Tillicum go. Try to maintain the current aura.

| am the Cruising Fleet Captain of Corinthian Yacht Club Seattle. You can reach me at
CY CFleetCaptCruise@gmail.com or 206-276-7347. | have used Blake Island facilities since
1992.

We visit the park almost annually and it is one of our favorites.

Ive visited blake island for many years mostly with a day boat and tent camping equipment but
also sometimes use the overnight bouys. love it.

Blake Island is a jewel for Seattle and Washington and | really enjoy it the way it is with the
existing marina. Would look bad for the Parks dept to tear down Tilicum Village.

Keep it similar to Sucia Island which | have visited many times in the past 30 years by boat.

I'm in favor of a more natural setting but mooring buoys must be provided and support boats in
the 40ft range and down to prevent anchoring.

Been coming to Blake for years and love it. Not happy about what Trump is doing to our
National Parks and everything else.

The loss of the program at Tillicum Village is a major cultural loss to the region. It is
unfortunate that the options did not consider a re-generation of that program and facility at
Blake Island. Thanks for your careful planning for the future of this unique and very special
park.

Leave it exactly the way it is now. it's fine. Adding anything will overpopulate it and make it
more expensive to keep up with. It is perfect the way it is.

Why is mooring buoy permitting difficult? It is les damaging than anchoring. More mooring
buoys are needed.

Build upon the gem of the Tillicum Village building. No other park has anything like it. Sustain
both the public and private marine access as well as camping. No other park matches the
serenity, beauty and abundance of peaceful nature with such close access for the largest
concentration of citizens in Washington State. More construction is never better for nourishing
nature or the human soul.

I've enjoyed going to blake island for many years including camping on the island. | think
maintaining the marina in an important way to keep the island accessible to the public for
recreation. | would be very disappointed if the marina were removed. | do think trying to
balance recreation with nature is important which is why | think the fully commercial option with
a tourist venue is the least desirable of the options that keep the marina.

Please keep the marina open and available for most boat lengths. (Not mega yacht size.) This
is a very important location for many greater Seattle area boaters.

Making the park accessible to multiple types of people is wonderful. Having a state park
accessible by boat is one of my favorite parts of living in Seattle.

Blake Island provides a unique experience for boaters which needs to be preserved while
keeping the rustic character

| prefer the island be made accessible for recreation by boaters. This includes the ability to
moor at a marina or on a buoy. The marina also enables people with disabilities to be able to
get on the island.

Blake Island is a gem of a park that provides wonderful recreational opportunities for boaters
and deserves to have it's current park like setting maintained, along with providing adequate
moorage for maritime visitors.

| have worked at Argosy cruises for 7 years and am familiar with the island having a
concession as well as with a more rustic vibe like it had during 2020-2021. | think having some
marina infrastructure is good for programs like the regular cub scout/boy scout trips out there.

Blake island is an exceptional asset to WA state in a way that doesn't compare to many of the
other island state parks due to it's proximity to the population centers. For that reason,
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expanding access by visitor type, and total number of visitors should be a priority - there are
already remote isolated parks, both on land an in the water to truly get away.

What does race/ethnicity have to do with this?

This is a great park. It is special and unique. There should be boat access both private and
public. There doesn’t need to be cabins but good day use and camping. There could be a
meeting area for groups or school children. Maybe a way of making donations to help with
funding.

| have visited Blake Island by private vessel all my life. The marina is a gem in Puget Sound
boating and its loss would negatively impact available moorage options.

Any plan needs to address the copious goose poop.

Active boater in Pac NW for fully 75 years. Have used Blake Island for many, msny visits,
both on- bouy and at docks. Past President RBAW, whose precursors bought all platted lands
on Sucia Island and donatedcsll to State Parks. Blake Island needs MANY more buoys for
short stays.

Blake Island is a gem to be utilized by a diverse population. Proximity & rustic nature trails
provides its appeal. The marina provides access for all boaters.

It is important to increase the range of Parks/Recreation options these days, not decrease
them.

| work at MSRC marine spill response corp and we frequent the island monthly to hike around
the island. We also anchor our bigger vessel on the west side of the island when we’re working
we have also used the marina and break water for boom deployment training. I'd like to see the
island stay the way it is but tearing down the tillicom village would be a positive as it serves no
use right now. Maybe some upgrades to the commercial dock to help with upkeep of the
island.

| and my family have been going to Blake island for many decades. We loved the old lodge
and salmon and clam dinners back in the far past, and the shows that used to go on there.
Would love to see that restored, as a great cultural center and place to gather to learn about
the first nation folks and the rich history. Would be very unique compared to the other options,
a very special destination for folks all over the Seattle area. | support several of the options to
update the marina and facilities on the island to keep it as a wonderful boating destination for
Seattle area folks. The option to remove the marina and essentially discard the island's
amenities and special character is terrible and should not be taken. Thanks!

We have used the blake island mooring bouys, the linear mooring and the harbor facilities. Did
not like mooring balls on the south side do to ferry traffic waves. Enjoyed the linear morage
and the harbor access. Enjoyed native salmon feed and dancing on the island. Did not enjoy
the racoons on the island when camping on shore.

Have been coming by boat (sail and power) for over 20 years with young kids and now without
kids. We have stayed on the docks and on the buoys. We have brought friends aboard to
camp in campsites as well! Hope to continue to frequent and share this fabulous marine park!

Blake Island is a beautiful State of Washington asset and should be enjoyed

| have been visiting since 1980. Change is inevitable and | will be OK with whatever the final
decision is.

Perhaps charge more to moor at the dock to help pay for this? E.g. standard commercial rates.
We have wealthy people in the area who would gladly pay.

Blake island is the closest “remote” destination for boaters almost like being in B.C. Or Alaska.
It would be a shame to build more infrastructure or be fancier. Blake island has always been
(besides argosy) a place to pack up your family’s boat with your friends and pitch a tent on the
beach or hang out or anchor and go to shore for a hike.

Don't destroy this place by turning it into another Roche Harbor; playground for only the rich.
Focus on nature and maintaining the environment, wildlife.

Blake island is a true gem for boaters and others. Please don't take that away.

Were the tribes consulted on these plans? | saw few mentions of climate change --not seems
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to me that the inevitable change in tidal action makes less development a better option since
any development is going to need repair/ renovation as the tidal zone changes.

We visit every year with our private boat. We so appreciate the current Ranger - he is
wonderful and he definitely could use some Park Aide help. The facilities do need some
attention. | would hate to see it go Back to Nature which limits access, or a Lodge and Cabins
built which would change the natural ecosystem and feel of the island. Thanks for asking. We
love Blake Island.

A dinghy dock would be needed if the marina goes away. Would help save the shoreline.
Newcastle Island Provincial Park in BC has facilities for group camping and is used by the
schools for outdoor education. But Sucia Island Marine Park also gets used by schools and
has transportation from Orcas for those without boats. The option of building facilities and
cabins managed by parks sounds very expensive.... Campsites might suffice...

This beautiful treasure needs to be shared and visited.

Blake Island is a Jewel in the backdoor of Seattle, and should be enjoyed with reasonable
access by boat for the future generations.

Amazing escape from the city! We have camped here several times and my kids really enjoy
it. | came to the village as a kid and sad that my kids can't see it as | did. Special place!

The marina provides the access. Few people will pay for commercial transport, unless you
make it a stop on the high speed ferry run.

Blake island continued use as one of the few unique educational opportunity should have high
value

Please keep marina. Maintain and add mooring balls

The decisions made today may not be the appropriate decision for the future, when the funding
may be more available. I'm not opposed to a private/public partnership. A comprehensive
review of the rules for this type of funding, may need to be undertaken. This is not the only
public land that is having trouble with funding.

We visited Blake Island over the last 40 years while raising our family it provided a close in
and easy to access recreational area in central sound. Visits included camping on shore and
on board our boat. Removing the breakwater and marina would take away a popular use that
could not be replicated in the future.

The state park docks are one reason we purchased a boat. | know we are not alone in this
sentiment. We pay a lot of excise tax to own our boat- that is money they state would not
receive from us if we weren’'t drawn to the state parks. Having options to dock our boat creates
tax revenue for the state. Less options means less revenue for our state- we need to keep
Blake island marine state park!

Providing a few slips for larger boats would be ideal. Our family loves Blake and have boated
there 20+ times but once we got a larger boat we cannot get in there. 60’-70’. Love the area.

Keep the marina as is. Boaters enjoy it.

I love that park and have been attending its facilities for decades...upgrades and
improvements are awesome!! please don't pervert it into something politico!

I've been going to Blake Island for 20 years by kayak and sailboat. It is an amazing resource
for the state and we shouldn't reduce accessibility to it.

Blake must remain accessible for private boats up to 60! Back to commercial concessions
would be nice.

Favorite state park to visit
The state marine parks / facilities should be retained and improved, not reduced.
It would be a shame not to maintain this park

Need more day use space dock space. The large pleasure crafts take up too much dock
space making day trips for multiple users difficult

Overall, | support Alternative 2: Rustic Retreat at a minimum, but | would also support
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Alternative 4: Recreation.
give concession to Duwamish Tribal Services

I'm happy there's a plan for improvements! But let's not spoil it by inviting large
concessions/change. Keep the Marina, minor expansion, that's about it. Thanks!!

Blake Island has be a beloved destination for our boating family for decades. We have
employed both the marina, mooring balls and anchoring. Our children and their friends grew up
anticipating the next visit with their friends to show them all the wonders of the beach and
forest areas. The native American facilities provided an opportunity to learn about other people
and their cultures. To reduce access to such a gem would be a pity, as would turning it into a
glamor destination. Removing the marina is a permanent decision, no such resource will ever
be available to Puget Sound boaters again.

| love Blake island for boaters but it would be nice to enable non boaters and First Nations too

| prefer Blake Island stays the way it is and has been for generations. The idea of “returning to
nature” is just as horrifying as the idea of turning it into luxury cabin vacation destination. Why
are these our options?

| love this island to visit by boat | hope to raise my kids with memories of this island

Thank you for solisiting input from the public. Please upgrade the marina and continue to allow
overnight mortgage! More day acess via a ferry and a restaurant and boat rentals would make
a Blake a good draw without sacrificing the rustic, natural character and charm of Blake. It's a
good compromise. Thank you.

Private boat in options for day use only, preferably powered by hand, such as kayak, SUP,
canoe, or row boat. It's a very easy crossing by human powered options.

| would be happy to pay much more $ for moorage, to help pay for upgrades to the Marina.

| love Blake island is it is now. It may be the most special place to visit by boat near Seattle.
Please don't change it.

Please do not remove the marina and existing breakwater, mooring balls, existing outbuildings.
And camping sites

We have been boating to Blake Is since the late 1980s and have watched many renditions of
the facilities. Linear morrages, come and go; new mooring bouys come and go as they age .
The village thrive and die. But through all this we have always enjoyed the Park as a wonderful
place to enjoy nature. Our concern with all these plans is that the current pier design allows for
more and different vessels then the one shown with finger piers limiting the vessel options.
Commercialization of the Park is less desirable beyond the marina. | don’t see it in the best
interest of the Park users to have a concession.

Revitalizing the docks makes more sense

Preservation of a state park close to Seattle that is boater friendly option is important alternate
to increased pressure on other facilities including San Juan’s.

State parks need to be funded to increase level of service and development.

I've gone trail running on Blake island and was surprised how disturbed the forest is, so many
invasives. With increased use and access, | foresee more interest in volunteer efforts to
rejuvenate this land with more natives. Simply “leaving it to nature” will do nothing to remove
the invasives. This is public land, for the public, a special place that people should have
increased access to.

Please keep the island as quiet and natural as possible. Is anything, allow for more spread out
camping experience and reinstate the "old" two campsite spot that used to be there about 6
years ago.

| believe the sales tax collected on retail diesel delivered at marine fuel docks should go to
marine State Parks. The road tax on marine gasoline is, in my opinion, being raided and hasn’t
been adjusted in over 20 years even as the road tax rate has been increased.

Ensure seaplane access in the marina

Blake Island is a beautiful place close to Seattle but not in the city. It would be a crime not to
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update it so people can enjoy it.
Blake Island is wonderful as is. Don't screw it up. KEEP THE MARINA WORKING!!!

| have been going to camp, hike and boat on Blake Island since | worked at Argosy Cruises in
1997 and would also sail there from Alki Beach. | live on Vashon Island with my wife and three
children and sail the region extensively. We need more maintained mooring balls on the west
and south sides of the island to replace those removed in recent years. Maintaining existing
campsites, potable water and toilets is paramount to aid campers. The Cascadia Marine Tralil
campsites are a treasure for boaters without motors to string together their shorter trips for
camping. Maintaining playground equipment for kids and the horseshoe pits and possibly
volleyball nets is a nice nod to traditional NW family boaters. We should preserve or increase
existing infrastructure versus going cheap and removing the equipment and docks that
encourage visitation. Over many years, | have seen that the vast majority of visitors are not
destructive. Recreational boaters are often similar to backpackers who pride themselves in
leaving no trace. We love our State Park islands and visit from Jarrell Cove on up to Patos,
Sucia, Stuart Island and beyond into BC. Mooring balls, campsites, toilets and potable water
are low cost high value necessities for most all boaters. Please maintain funding to preserve
the needs of visiting boaters for Blake Island and all marine state parks.

I have live on Bainbridge island and | use blake island year round
Don't fuck this up.

Option 1 should not include a net reduction of campsites. To keep the park as accessible as
possible, it should expand the number of primitive near-shore campsites for kayaks, canoes,
and other non motor craft

| grew up going to Blake Island on some weekends. | still have friends | met there as a child. |
have not gone a lot lately (but did in 2025) and it's a gem. Last year our teen kids got to camp
on shore with friends we brought along while we stayed on our small boat at the dock. We
walked the island and its rustic beauty. The marina is an asset; it should be maintained. |
sincerely feel this is an option all people should get to experience for generations to come.

| like the idea of developing, it's such a unique place. Affordable lodging and a small
concession could draw lots of hand-launched adventurers, maybe combined with the NWMC
events (Seventy 48 and WA360) or other local communities

We are avid boaters who escape civilization most weekends in the cruising season and anchor
on the West Side of Blake Island. It is our favorite state park outside of SJI. It's close enough
to metropolitan areas for a quick escape to a beautiful natural setting with wildlife and views.

| visit the park 2-4 times a year and view it as precious. It is good to have a way for the
general public to share in the experience but to eliminate the infrastructure=marina going
forward is a great loss of an asset.

Keeping the marina is the most important issue.

Please do not remove the marina, over the years, | have visited the island by personal boat
many times. This marina resource is crucial to the central Puget Sound boating community.
Having a septic pump facility there is important to area boaters, as the next closest pump
sight is Seattle, whis a long haul for some.

Get it back in shape for visitors. It's currently falling apart and overrun with raccoons. This
should be a gem of a park near Seattle. Get Seattle to help with the update.

We want the Matia, Sucia, small island with a dock and mooring balls close to home. Make it
so.

All mentioned options make the island off-limits to all but legally preferred populations at the
expense of all others. | will work to defund and do away with all parks, staff and planning if that
is the new / incoming form of entitled privilege. | will not pay for others special tights.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and vote for my favorite plan
Love Blake Island! Great spot for newer boaters to visit

I'd like to give the Muckleshoot or other local tribe a shot at restoring the indigenous
entertainment. Population growth could make it viable. Also maintain the boating destination,
which is rare so close to a large city. But keep it affordable.
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I'm interested in seeing and feasibility or design basis documents Parks has on these
alternatives. | am retired from a career of in-water consulting (with Parks as a client among
others) and curious about your assumptions.

Your voting page didn’'t work. I'm voting for #2

| love being able to visit the island by boat and campingturer with my family. | would hate to
see it over commercialized and over trafficked

I've visited Blake Island every year for the last 10 years.

Been to Blake Island several times on my my Cal 20 sailboat. Someday would like to visit with
my Newport 31 sailboat. Will there be 31-foot slips?

| would hate to see the marina go. This has been a place that we have enjoyed for quite some
time. There are not very many parks that are boat focused.

Love the idea of investing in this park to improve access for future generations
We appreciate the challenges and appreciate the opportunity to weigh in!

In the past we visited Blake Island when we owned a sailboat. Even with Tillicum village there
it managed to be a rustic and amazing getaway close to Seattle. We also observed families
coming on smaller boats that are not appropriate for anchoring/using a mooring buoy, taking
advantage of campsites and using the marina. (Contrary to some of the cons in one of the
options, Blake Island has few/no good places to anchor due to currents and wakes. ) We visit
other state parks for camping and recreation on a regular basis and | think that the best option
is one that maximizes access to all while maintaining the remote/wild nature of the experience.

Family has resided in Washington since 1915

Currently, Blake Island gets quite a bit of use throughout the year, especially during the spring
and summertime. As the population grows, it will become even more populated which brings
more boats polluting the waterway, and eroding the shore. You also have people using the trails
but not being good stewards of the land, which may become more of a problem with an
increase in population visitation. It should be returned to its natural state such as the first
alternative. There should be some funding for staff to be present on the island to monitor any
negative activity.

Honor history and nature

| fondly recall being a high school student and visiting the Tillicum Village. | favor increasing
access through a concessionaire or other transportation service.

Each summer we make multiple visits to the island and also camp on the island. We have
wonderful memories of the salmon bakes in the long house and going over for business
retreats.

Blake Island has been essentially unchanged since | started visiting in the 70s. It's a rare time
capsule and should remain exactly the way it is. Tillicum Village buildings are beautiful and
part of the island now. Please don’t change a thing

Save Blake and make its past of being part of Salish Sea continues

we love visiting blake by boat.. if there were more mooring balls, we still could but not the
same. i prefer a simple marina to concessions but the idea of a small hotel is nice

spend your money on facilities for boaters not non boaters. | dont think state parks should be
used for commercial operations!

Keep the Marina

| have fond memories of Blake Island and its Buildings. Since its closure | have no idea how to
access and visit Blake Island,there is very little info...

We desperately need more options for outdoor recreation, not less. Camping or rustic lodge
options are under increasing pressure in the Seattle metro area. Expanding public access to
camping/rustic lodging experiences on Blake would create a true gem of a resource for the
state.
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| keep my boat at Olympia Yacht Club and use Blake island often. Most times | have to use
mooring buoy on north end all buoys on Westside are taken. West side has best mooring

The “options” should only list the different aspects of each approach you should include
“required” scope: ranger housing replacement, ADA paths and toilet rooms, ranger boat access
via marina or new ramp, utility upgrade minimus scope. The pros cons for different options do
not call out the same risks for the same scopes which is confusing

| don't like being ranked/judged by skin color or perceived wealth (I'm a widow and not wealthy
but inherited our boat and like to have an easy and safe place to take my grandchildren to
enjoy our beautiful state!) Blake Island is special and we need to upkeep it without overrunning
or ruining it with outside tourism or neglect of public safety by opening it up to the 'anything
goes' attitude of many in public service today. Most of our unique National Parks already suffer
from overcrowding and | would prefer that Blake Island be kept special for the local public
without limiting easy access and facilities to enjoy for families.

The public should have access to Blake Island. It would be nice if a fast ferry Seattle-
Bremerton made stops at Blake Island.

Island is beautiful and #4 will provide the best access for a larger group of citizens

I'm sad that you are attempting to tie this decision to climate change. As expected, you try to
give something for everyone in each alternative. It looks like this whole process is driven by
your desire to demolish the existing main building but you fail to make that obvious in your
discussion.

Weather restricts usage a great part of the year, diminishing returns of grand development
plans

| have been going to Blake Island for over 60 years. Early years thanks to public access and
concessions. The last 40m years by kayak and private boat. We visit the island at least a
couple of times every year, almost always in the off season. It's a wonderful State asset and
should be available for more people to see, learn and enjoy our Pacific Coast, Salish Sea.

I would like to see Blake accessible to the widest range of people and not just those with
enough money for a boat or enough physical condition to kayak over.

Blake Island can accommodate many more. But the number of visitors can be controlled.

Keep what we have now. If that requires working on dredging and marina upgrades, fine. The
park is perfect as it is now.

Would appreciate system allowing for same or more mooring bouy only. No marina but a drop
—off pier that only allows for off loading people and camping supplies. Similar to the back to
nature like in the San Juan Islands.

Would prefer to see Blake island accessible by private boat for future generations. This is a
gem in our state parks.

Blake Island is one of the few sailing destinations easily and safely accessible to older
boaters. The loss of the marina would greatly degrade the recreational life of our aging
population who are avid boaters. Once hooked on sailing, it remains an intense desire and
motivation. The loss of an ready access to an easily reachable island would degrade the
quality of our lives. Keep the marina! I'll pay increased moorage fees as needed to support it.

| think non boater access is important to support day use and overnight camping. This might
be best provided by our current foot ferry system which include service from Downtown,
Fountleroy, and Southworth.

Relocating the aggressive raccoons would be a net benefit for boaters and campers. They are
invasive and aggressive. They’ve opened coolers, growled at me as | walked on my boat to
check on my baby and opened windows to steal food. | know they’re part of nature, but they're
a menace.

| use Blake Island semi-frequently. It's very telling that there has been no commercial ferry
interest in making the park more accessible since argosy stopped service. If there was
demand, you'd have them begging to re-open routes, or another vender filling the gap in the
market. Marine State Parks are inherently not particularly accessible and Blake Island is not
different, it just happens to be closer to Seattle than the other parks. If you wanted to test
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demand quickly, easily, and cheaply, allow a special use permit for someone with a lander-
style front loading boat ramp that can easily fit 15-20 people to run a shuttle route from
downtown Seattle this summer. Shore land, walk off, walk on. No Marina needed and using the
same launch area that the kayak rental does. My assumption is that basically no one would be
interested in using it regularly. Happy to provide more feedback: brian.j.mogen@gmail.com

We love Blake Island! We liked having the shop and cultural center. We realize that it is
difficult to make the buildings profitable but it can be culturally educating (past dance etc
performances) and delicious (Cedar plank salmon). We go to Blake several times a year,
mostly to mooring balls but also dockside. A wonderful park to visit for sure, great for hiking
and camping.

Blake Island has been a wonderful destination and stopover for our family on boating trips
during the past 6 years. Please maintain it for our use!

| have been using the island as a pleasure boating destination for 10 years and would love to
keep it available for my children and grandkids

Please preserve access to Blake Island

Our boat is too large for the harbor but | see great value in it as a smaller boat basin for
visitors. The option for non boaters to enjoy Blake is important as well. Camping seems a good
use of the resources but more developed overnight options seems expensive and overkill for
the size and location. The cultural connection is always of value and we have enjoyed that
many times

Don't screw up Blake Island. It's not supposed to be Disneyland.
I will be sad to see the marina and village destroyed but it's the right thing to do.

Blake Island is a great place for all to visit. Visitors come by private boat. The Agrosy ferry
provided a trip for those who wants to camp. The Village is a great way to highlight the original
settlers, the Salish. It would be great to have a system for those visiting by dinghy, like a
hitching post.

We have stopped visiting because the play area was removed. That was the final elimination
that keeps us away. Wasn't Blake Island originally purchased by boaters and given to the state
for a marine park? With all of the things that have been removed, it was a waste of time and
resources to install power on the docks.

| visited the island once via canoe, and really enjoyed its status as an accessible part of the
marine trail. | would like to see that preserved.

Blake Island is a haven for boaters who want to simply enjoy the Puget Sound. Since they are
the majority user please keep their needs and desires in mind.

State Parks should get 50% of boat registration tax. State Parks should get 25% of boat and
RV sales tax (for both new and used)!

We are active sailors and routinely make Blake Island a destination during our trips. In its
current configuration, the island serves to introduce others to the Puget Sound ecosystem.

Blake Island has been our home away from home for the last 30 plus years. We've taken our
boat there often. We buy a yearly Park Pass to enjoy the marina or a bouy on this beautiful
island.

I think you should consider fundraising among boaters to help fund the marina. Many of us
boaters use the island year round partly for its rustic feel so close to Seattle.

Preferably Blake Island remain as is, however have enjoyed the Tillicum Village concessions
in the past.

Public access to nature and parks is a huge priority for our metropolitan population. |
understand that the island is not be 'back country' nature, but it will provide a taste and
education for the public of Seattle who cannot travel to the backcountry.

Happy to partner with you if needed - Lindsay Morgan Tracy. Lindsaymtracy @live.com

We have visited Blake Island by boat at least once annually for 20 years. Most boaters would
say the same. Please do not deny the growing number of boaters from the making the kind of
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boating memories we have made.

Always enjoy visiting Blake Island, its current configuration, with updating of marina, would be
the best use.

Heave enjoyed Blake Island for many years and the dinner at Tillicum Village
Please don't remove the marina. That would be a disaster for people visiting blake island!

Preservation of the peace and natural ecosystems of the park while preserving marine access
are the most important priorities on my list. If allowing * encouraging greater use of the park is
required to preserve those priorities, it seems like a good trade off.

Don't ruin this lovely place. Current access is fine.

In the past, | visited Blake island many times on a friend’s sailboat . Having proper toilet
facilities is crucial no matter what option is chosen. | would hope that once again tour boats
and educational programs and meals will be featured on Blake Island.

The estimated completion date is an important parameter and should be added.

As population continues to explode, providing accessible nature experiences for as many
people as possible is critical for mental health.

| am torn, | love visiting Blake island, but can appreciate the impact to nature. Having this so
close to a major urban area is such a great option for quick weekend trips for those of us with
limited time ‘free’. Sometimes a quick overnight is all that is needed to decompress from the
‘big city’ life.

Don't change the marina, its fine. If I'm not anchored on the west side, | like to tie between the
pilings. Just bring the salmon dinners and dancing back like it used to be. Any permitting
issues are caused by "the state" and can be solved! Elections matter! Seriously, you are still
talking about sea level rise? Time to review some NOAA data! Eliminate some state fraud and
there will be plenty of money to fund the state parks.

Increased population pressure must go somewhere. Recreation is necessary for all. Access to
parks should be for everyone, not just for us boaters.

| have private boated and it was excellent. | would use a shuttle. | have friends that kayak.
Great resource near the city.

We have enjoyed Blake with our own private boat from Vashon. We love the wild nature of the
island and would like minimal upgrades however we do feel like general population should be
able to access it as well.

Grew up in Southworth-Manchester-Yukon Harbor 1950's 60's -- Leave Blake Island the way it
is with the Salmon Feed, etc.

Get the west side bouy back to where we were a few years ago.
Thanks for letting me vote

Heavily responsible sail boater who cares about a balanced and responsible impact on the
ecosystem for mother nature and the people who benefit from it.

Some answers don't let me click on the. | do use a private boat.
Thank you for the opportunity to vote and submit feedback!

| don't TRUST OUR Wa government. They need to be doge and Ferguson needs to be thrown
out. Washington State is NO longer looking out for WE THE PEOPLE!!

The closing of tilcum village was a huge loss.

Have previously visited Blake Island via motorized ~30' vessel. | want to preserve the
possibility of that experience '

| was born and raised in Bellevue into a boating family. Blake Island is a true gem and
deserves our continued investment. Let people enjoy our surrounding parks. The definition of a
park is land publicly maintained for the recreational enjoyment of the general public. Once we
stop maintaining what we have, it will be lost to future generations.
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| have 4 young grandson and am mobility impaired. This is one of the most assessable palace
for me to take them. At minimum maintain the marina.

Allowing Marine vessels and the community access to Blake Island is a good thing.

Have visited by kayak and sail boat and camped on the island, | hope these options continue.
Thank you.

Been taking my kids to Blake since infancy. Wish for them to do likewise without needing to
anchor and dinghy in.

Blake Island provides exceptional boating/kayaking destination with hiking, camping and beach
activities. Preserve its nature while allowing outdoor access and prevent overcrowding.

We love this park as is.

It's interesting that none of these proposals talked about investing in any kind of flora/fauna
management on the island. What about controlling invasive species? Or native species
restoration?

| have enjoyed Blake Island over the years. First as a chaperone for my daughter's field trip to
the tribal center. More recently as a boater visiting the marina for overnight. We no longer have
a cruising boat but may again in the future.

Leave Blake as it is WTF

| routinely cruise parts of the Salish at least once a year in my trailerable sailboat with a group
of other sailors and appreciate and use the public buoys and docks.

We have used private boat and concession travel with guests as well
Please don't ruin the gem we have for boaters at Blake Island.

I'd like less park ranger enforcement. Always seems like you are being watched while
camping. Definitely would prefer less traffic so after all options read returning to nature or
leaving the same are equally desirable.

Please include public access

Although the carbon footprint is larger and more pressure on the island for option four. | think
it's more important that you get more people into nature that might not get a chance to do so
so they have a better connection with it and understand more about how important it is to
protect the environment which | know sounds like a conflict of interest, but it's important to
keep that connection to nature

We love coming to Blake island via our sailboat and we regularly bring our kids and friends
from Seattle and other places to the island. The marina is key to making that possible and
we're happy to pay the fees toward upkeep. The park is much better without the commerical
buildings and while not everyone has a boat, multiple families come on boats and enjoy it.
Blake island is such an important park and really helps locals and visitors appreciate the puget
sound. Anchoring off Blake island is very difficult and without the marina there will be much
fewer visitors and potentially more boats on the rocks or other disasters. The moorings are not
rated for larger boats and there aren't a whole lot of them to begin with. Removing the marina is
a terrible idea.

Blake island has been a special place for my family for generations and we have introduced
MANY families to boating via Blake Island. It has been a favorite to all and has provided an
accessible escape from the stresses of life, providing metal resets for many. Additionally, the
marina is important for winter boating and provides a safe place for people to enjoy winter
storm watching and hikes between rain showers that would otherwise not happen. Being on a
mooring in the off season is often simply not safe. The marina and its current layout is
invaluable as it provides an outstanding layout allowing for vessels of all sizes to be fit in
anywhere, not just one of a few designated slips.

We stay at the marina 3 to 5 times a year, love the hikes and marina. Bouys are difficult for
over night stays because of tide and wave action, the island is close to the city and would be a
great opportunity to educate people on puget sound and tribal history. Get the tribes involved

Thank you for allowing input from the public.
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Thanks for opportunity to comment.

Blake Island is a wonderful stopover on sailing trips through the Sound. It would be terrible to
lose it.

Blake Island was once a top tourist destination. For many locals and tourtists it was the only
accessible way to experience Puget Sound firsthand. Native culture can still be celebrated with
the salmon bake and dancing.

Blake island is an asset owned by the citizens and every effort must be made to make access
to the park easy and affordable. Closing the island off to the public by removing the marina
goes against the responsibility we place in our government.l remember the island 50 years ago
and i hope my grandkids will have the same memorys.

If the marina goes away it is a waste of money for ADA trails since elderly and disabled people
can no longer visit.

Island access is a great equalizer of resources. It does not require a lot of money to get there.
Both rich and (relatively) poor can reach it, admire its beauty.

At this juncture the back to nature alternative 1 is far superior to the others.

Focus on preserving the lands under care, allow commercial visitation for those that want to
enjoy the natural beauty of the island but we don’'t need additional concessions or attractions.
Keep the marina as we could never replicate again. Charge the yacht clubs or solicit
contributions through boat tabs for cost of marina.

| wish Native Americans could have a stronger presence on the island and connect with the
nearby Suquamish Museum. This could be a place of learning about Native history. Good for
adults and students and a great park ranger area--birds, otters, raccoon, eagles, etc. Rustic
retreat

| would love more mooring balls added to all of these proposals

I've been going over to Blake island since before tillicum village and the marina. keep it the
same. My mom went over before the house burned down.

Protecting the island itself is important - but the aquatic habitat is even moreso. | believe the
rustic option provides the right balance between protecting the nature on the island and
protecting the near-shore seabed and eelgrass habitat, while also keeping the island
accessible.

We pay a lot in taxes

I would prefer that the island be mostly oriented for people who have boats, as it makes the
island feel much safer. That being said it would be cool if there were some cabins or yurts
which would make winter camping or going with small children more comfortable. | also think
that being able to rent kayaks or canoes on the island would be really cool. The main thing is
that whatever happens, | want the island to be usable for people who don't have a ton of
money. | can go there in my sailboat and tie up overnight right now without it being painfully
expensive, so | hope that any improvements won't make the marine or camp sights so pricy
that it becomes yet another haven for people employed at tech companies. Just keep things
simple and functional.

Please retain the marina. We visit the island a few time every year. It woukd be a shame to
lose this recreation resource.

State parks should be accessible by all. Not just the few people that have means or ability to
paddle out to the island. Racoon populations can be controlled by other means besides nature.

Love Blake island

The best option is the one that meets the needs of the widest variety of people and keeps
private boat access.

| really feel strongly that Blake Island continues to be accessible to the public. It is so unique
to this wilderness area so close to the urban area. The San Juans are a long way away from
an island.

There is a problem with excess geese droppings. The national park service on the East Coast
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have use shepherd dogs to chase geese from public areas to reduce or prevent the excess of
geese droppings. Only a suggestion.

Do not consider Blake Island in isolation but also consider the downstream effects on overall
annual moorage passes, campground usage elsewhere, Argosy cruises, etc. It is a unique
place and has great value in its natural character with modest visitation.

There should be some way for boaters to find out the availability of docking space before
heading to the island. Even a live camera would be better than current. Until construction
begins, it would be nice if the "commercial" dock space would be open for private boater use.

My family has enjoyed Blake Island for many years. The trails are wonderful.
| also have a disAbility, but | experience nature as often as | can.

Please don't commercialize Blake Island!

Upgrades are all good ideas. Fund it with a special fee if necessary.

Get an opinion from the Boating Programs Advisory Council and the Recreational Boaters
Association of Washington

We live in Southworth on the water. Blake island deserves to be visited, but not exploited or
developed. It should have an accessible marina open to both Argosy cruise as well as
recreational boaters, but the village is a thing of the past. Respect the tribal history through art
and monuments, but leave Blake wild yet accessible and allow people to choose their own
adventure vs standing in line for it

Please choose the Rustic Retreat option.

All of Washington parks are under financial pressure. We need to find a way to adequately fund
them. | think increasing moorage rates should be considered. Rates should reflect the level of
services available. New docks should have a higher fee. No raccoons a higher fee. nice
showers ect. The real solution to crowded parks is more parks not less. Maybe a "Friends of
Blake Island" non profit could help!

lifelong boater-please preserve this well loved access to the outdoors and peace and quiet for
boaters. It is part of the settler heritage and the native heritage

I would recommend reaching out to local tribes to see if they could sponsor and support
activities on the island.

Don't close the park

Locals and tourists love going to the Blake Island. the Indian shows were very popular at one
point and it would be nice to get them going again.

Please don't mess this place up, it is a jewel that can be enjoyed by EVERYONE.

We take many trips a year to Washington to boat. Blake island is a good break stop for us. We
spend a lot of money and time in the sound and would go thru faster if this stop became
overcrowded or commercial.

Blake Island has been a formative nature experience throughout my life, and I've seen it be a
positive place for so many. It is wonderful because it is both accessible and very lightly
developed. | hope those two priorities remain: keep it full of and focused on nature, but
accessible to a wide range of people.

Blake Island is a wonderful getaway. Yes get rid of the village but leave the rest alone. People
have been using the way it is very decades. If you add concessions, charter boat the ti gets
would be so expensive no one will use it. The extra wear and tear on the island would be bad.
Change the marina some. Add some mooring balls. And start trapping and moving the
raccoons.

Just leave it the way it is. Limit Dock mortgage to four hours. Overnighters can tie up to buoy's
or anchor

The only reason | have not visited is because mooring buoys are first come first serve.

this is an important state park resource for generating income to offset marina & maintenance
costs, and a showcase for non-boaters and visitors.
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Back to Nature and Recreation are the polar extremes of the various proposals. Rustic Retreat
and Concessionaire are the middle ground. | prefer Rustic Retreat for its relative simplicity and
expense.

| have been using Blake Island for over 60 years and found it to be a close get a way from all
the congestion that is our cities. It would be a shame to commercialize the park to make it into
just another resort.

Please return stewardship back to Suguamish tribe. They will make the best choices for the
island.

Blake Island is a special place for boaters to visit. Please keep Moorage to make island
accessible.

Thank you for asking.

It would be great to be able to host camps for older youth to supplement what Camp Sealth
and Camp Long do.

We use the marina multiple times per year and also transport youth there for camping a couple
time per year, from Anderson Island.

Also more bouys
Due to the current moorage issues, we have not taken our boat to Blake

thank you for asking for public input, good luck with the effort and the funding challenges to
come.

We have enjoyed Blake Island for years, it is a special place.

Our family and friends living or visiting Seattle area always ask about or have fond memories
of visiting Blake Island. So sad it wasn’'t sustainable. The history of and the salmon bake is
something everyone loved.

Blake Island holds a special place in our lives. We've been visiting since our son was three
years old (he’'s 43 now). We always participated in the native programs and gained knowledge
each time about their history and culture in the Salish sea. | trust tribal input is important in
this decision making. | purchase an annual moorage pass every year and treasure all state
park marine facilities. Please do your best to improve funding for these.

| appreciate the opportunity to rank and vote. | appreciate the format of asking for input.

Our yacht club takes Scouts to Blake Island every year as a volunteer project to clean
beaches and clear trails. Also, some members volunteer as marina hosts, helping with
docking, etc. Perhaps more volunteers could help Rangers with other tasks.

You cannot let marinas and bouys go as they are lost forever. There is plenty of money, it's
just spent on stupid waste.

Proposal #5. Dredge channel. Upgrade and repair all existing land and water infrastructure and
facilities only, no new. Seek (native tribal?) concessionaire to improve and operate Village
facility only. Lower environmental impact, lower cost, easier permitting, less disruption, better
economic feasibility.

4th generation Seattlite. Avid boater Frequent visitor of Blake island. Loved Tillicum Village.

We've been sad that we can't share the tillicum village experience with our kids - a fun
memorable and educational experience from when my husband and | were kids growing up
here in the Seattle area.

| enjoy Blake Island especially since there is power there now. | understand the costs
associated with maintenance but hope there is a way to ensure many more years. | do think it
would be a popular location for retreats if commercial vessels could get in there to transport
them

| have visited Blake Is. by boat for 30+ years. In the past there was access by boat from
Seatttle by comercial boat. That meant the Island was available for boaters and foot trraffic as
well. It seemed to work very well. Revising the docks is a good idea because they are
basically rotting in place. Allowing boats larger than 40 feet is a stupid idea. It lets one boat
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take up the space for 2 to 3 small boats to allow maximun usage of the facility. It has aslways
beren a luck of the draw as to wether you can find moorage. The first come first served works
and keeps the park facilities for being over run. Blake Is. is an island, treat it as such.

| have been visiting Blake Island for 25 years. | love the island. It is a nature retreat in the
middle of the Seattle metro area. There is some magic to be on the island and see the city
(with all its business and stress) across the water and be in a serene tranquil environment. The
fact that you can get there in a fairly short time (90 min from Shilshole bay marina) is a bonus.

Please keep Blake island as a unique visitor friendly place. We have tons of remote hard to
reach nature destinations. As much as nature is great, it is also great to get people into nature
so they can appreciate it and be better stewards.

Option 1, removing the marina,which is the primary access to the island, makes little sense.
Access to the island would be limited to anchoring and dinghy. That increases damage to the
sea floor. Also, it makes the island virtually inaccessible to disabled people. Upgrading
facilities to ADA compliance while making access impossible to those who need it is
counterintuitive at best, and at worst, stupid.

Thank you to all the dedicated park employees. We have used the parks for over 60years and
the work you do is so appreciated.

| love boating and would LOVE to see dredging and a new dock with a camera for boaters to
see if there is available spaces before entering the breakwater area. It would be great to see
some sort of control for raccoons on the dock and camp areas. | would LOVE to see additional
buoys, especially on the west side of the island.

| grew up coming here as a child and now we come here as often as possible and bring our
grandchildren. My absolute favorite place to boat!! The down time that this will take will be hard
since we love our visits but we understand. Also why not just add a higher moorage fee
because the ones that love it here will still come and pay if need be .

Beautiful Island and should be utilized more not less, but don’t overdo.
Like the rustic nature we currently have. Please don't over develop.
We loved the salmon cook at fire. Would be nice to bring back.

there is enough commercial service available all around on shore. Blake Island is a beautiful
distinction for boaters. Leave this a boaters place to relax.

We are full time boaters who thoroughly enjoy visiting Blake. We feel boaters have more
respect for the land, pack n pack out than the general public. Blake is a place of refuge and it's
very peaceful.

| sp me the summers on my boat. | have years of good memories on the island and know that
it a great retreat for families.

DONT ELLIMINATE THE DOCKS:! there are few places like it!

Option #2 best meets the mission of our state parks. We need good access without too much
commercialization. Removing a well used marina is counter productive.

| have fond memories of tillicum village and was delighted to share it with foreign family
members previously. | now wish it was still around to share with my daughter and current
visiting colleagues. Maintaining access to public lands helps everyone appreciate them, keep
Blake island accessible as It's already been used and let other areas rewild.

The marina, trails and moorings and camping are a unique resource. If it is to become a nature
preserve | could understand, but the back to nature option is just an abandonment and leads to
a less cared for place.

I've sailed to the island several times during the Salish 100 cruise and it was a favorite stop on
the trip. | would hate to see the island abandoned.

| took several trips here in my formative years. My time spend on the docs fishing, chasing
craps, watching the sea life was very formative. | still go back today, talk to Ranger Ruppert,
and do the same hanging out in the dock watching wildlife | used to. Taking the dock away
means kids won't get to have that experience, so important for city kids who didn't have boats
or parents who could afford the same juans. Whatever you do, keep the docks!
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For long term viability isolation is not the answer. It will become progressively more ignored.
Encourage people to come.

| can’t give my salary information as the WA state legislature will tax me for my survey results
next. Sorry but I'm sure if that as they only know how to tax and spend without representation
of the voters.

We transport four yachts from the east side of the state to the San Juan’s annually for a
couple of weeks of cruising with our friends around the islands. This would be a disservice to
the boating community to return it to nature by pushing the false climate change agenda.

Save and enhance the Marina. It is a unique experience

Keep access to Blake Island the way it is now

gems like this can't be removed. This is what makes Puget Sound unique and a destination.
We must invest in this jewel to our state!!

Leave it alone just update

I've been coming on a boat since | was a kid. Sad to see that it now cannot be taken care of
even though it has been for all these years. Wonder if boaters could fund it.

| purchase a marine mooring pass every year even though | usually don’t use it enough to
break even. | buy it anyway to support the marine parks which are an incredible asset for our
state.

| have visited the island for since | was a kid. The lodge was great but not why | visited. The
marina is nice but fills up fast. The cook shacks are great to have a meal stay out of the
weather and enjoy the views. Myself as a young and now i take my kids and their friends to
Camp and they love the experience. The park rangers are great and strict to not let it be a
party island. More mooring bouys more slips, keep it low key. It's a gem and should stay
mellow.

We visited a few times a year, when my dad had a boat. And brought guests to Tillamook
Village a few times. | loved it as it was, and oppose overdevelopment, especially the lodge
option

The current state of abandonment at Blake Island is an embarrassment. The buoys are not
maintained and fail regularly. The "back to nature" proposal is nothing more than abandoning
the States responsibility to maintain the park.

I would like to see shows on Blake Island like there was 35 years ago. Salish Sea Tour boat
would be a good boat for bringing that experience to others.

Blake offer a rare opportunity to 'get out on the water' for visitors without a huge investment in
time. The views and history are spectacular.

Our family loves to visit Blake Island by sailboat.

| think it's important to embrace facilities that are oriented to private boaters. There is a lack of
boater oriented facilities in the state weather it be accessible moorage, boat up restaurants, or
even marine gas stations.

Thank you for having a survey with a number of creative options.

Do not take this away from future generations. In the mid 1980’s | went there on a field trip. 40
some years later the memories are vivid, how is that for lasting impression on youth. | have
visited as an adult on a private boat, and had amazing time then as well. | have been waiting
and hoping for Blake island to come back to what | remember.

The marina at Blake Island is a gem for boaters. | hope a way is found to keep it.
We visit Blake Island several times every summer

| lived in Seattle for many years and Blake Island was a special place to visit. | would love to
see it remain accessible by private boat and be somewhat rustic rather than having
commercial amenities like stores and lodging.

Blake island is a promise the tour operators of the puget sound should participate in as well.

55/63

2/28/2026 7:50 AM

2/28/2026 7:49 AM

2/28/2026 7:49 AM

2/28/2026 7:48 AM
2/28/2026 7:48 AM
2/28/2026 7:45 AM
2/28/2026 7:43 AM
2/28/2026 7:42 AM
2/28/2026 7:38 AM

2/28/2026 7:35 AM

2/28/2026 7:35 AM

2/28/2026 7:33 AM

2/28/2026 7:32 AM

2/28/2026 7:30 AM

2/28/2026 7:28 AM

2/28/2026 7:27 AM

2/28/2026 7:22 AM

2/28/2026 7:20 AM
2/28/2026 7:20 AM

2/28/2026 7:20 AM
2/28/2026 7:19 AM
2/28/2026 7:16 AM

2/28/2026 7:16 AM



995

996

997

998

999

1000

1001
1002

1003
1004

1005

1006
1007
1008

1009

1010

1011
1012

Blake Island Master Plan- Alternatives Survey

Require tour operators to contribute, even if they don't use state park.

We live in Oregon but keep our boat in Washington and spend a great deal of time in the sound
sailing. We buy an annual permit to moor at buoys, and it would be a shame to lose an
opportunity to dock. I'm not sure where our moorage fees go, but we seem to be losing more
facilities than gaining.

Present configuration of docks allows for better usage of moorage area. More room to turn
boats.

Adding buoys should not be a permitting barrier. Environmental cost of anchoring vs buoys
favors additional placement of mooring buoys.

In all these proposals, the Marina seems to be a problem in dredging and maintaining. But, if it
weren’t for that Marina, | would not be inclined to visit

Blake is great in its current approach. Not every island needs to be commercialized. It's
incredibly special to have something so close to Seattle that isn't a giant shitshow of people
and progress all the time - you truly can find peace there. The option you didn't put is keep
things as is, with upkeep and maintenance. I'd be fine to see the village demo'd as it's not
serving a purpose.

Please find a way to sustain the resource associated with the Marina many of us in very small
boats in the geographic area utilize that for a chance to go to a camping location in a very
densely populated area. Our family has thrown tents and sleeping bags and 17 foot runabouts
for decades to go to the marina tie up our boat and camp on the island and explore and enjoy
all the beauty that it is Blake Island represents something truly unique and is part of the
character of Washington state

Need more mooring buoys

Blake Island needs to become our jewel our best State park. Keeping our native heritage. It's
the only island near Seattle, must be improved for future generations.

Removing the marina is not a good answer.

Be realistic here guys. Dont chop access. That’s what makes living in the PNW great. Dont let
the state make a singular marina and a couple campsites and buoys go by the wayside
because of excessive permitting and costs. The state should be in better control if that.
People won't care about the environment if you don't give them the chances to experience it.
The entire puget sound is littered with derelict commercial vessels, tires, creosote pilings, rip
rap, industrial centers at our riparian and estuary zones at river mouths, excessive commercial
marine traffic, runoff, agricultural issues, and we’re concerned over one small marina and a few
buoys? Come on.

Blake Island State Park is an amazing park that offers an escape from urban life and a feeling
of nature's serenity all while being less than 10 miles from densely populated urban living. This
place inspires folks young and old to steward an nurture our fragile environment.

Keep it as a primitive camping Island with a marina. As it is currently.
| feel loosing the marina would be a detriment to the vibrant boating community.

Why not use a cabin rental model similar to the park in Anacortes. Alternatively, use the BC
parks model. The park is run and managed by a private company.

Tear down old restraunt for safety if needed but keep totems. Lrepair current docks and add in
as possible current commercial docks to expand access and to have more dock space to
increase funding. Allow one horse shoe dock to be reserved off season by local yacht clubs to
increase use and funding

Removing the marina should not even be on the table. All other options are much preferable to
this. Public facilities like this are already few and far between and losing one of the most
beloved and heavily used in the state would be criminal.

People need places to recreate close to the city. This back to nature shit is bullshit

| have visited Blake island my entire life — since 1981. It is a special place and | would love
to continue to enjoy it without losing boat access or having it come over-
populated/commercialized.
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Please keep the marina. Is it is removed we will no longer be using this park. We use it nearly
every Winter and without a dock that simply won't work for us.

Blake island is an awesome park

Blake island has provided lots of great memories for 40 years for my family and many others,
keep it that way. Tillicum Village was too commercial, out of place. Keep it a state park, not a
commercial enterprise.

Having visited the island many times before the loss of the concession and after: | enjoyed
watching people come and see Washington nature from around the world during the
concession era. . After the concession left | enjoy the quiet of the island but it feels like "just
another marine park" in that we boaters get to enjoy it but the population at large is missing
out.

The park should be self sustaining.

Blake Island is a treasure and | hope access for many diverse people will be available long into
the future.

keep the existing building, let a new vendor maintain and make improvments as they deem
appropriate....Modify the marina adding some new floats as depicted along the breakwater wall
for smaller runabout styled craft, say under 30'....Bring via barge some updated modular
updated cabins for staff, increase infrastucture for sanitation, power and water....... Charge the
new vendor a "development fee" to initally get the opportunity to rebuild as sees fit. Yearly
lease back to include various island maintenance projects from year to year, a "top 5 projects”
every year, as part of their lease agreement. No sense having the State shoulder all of the
burden.......

Blake Island is the best marine park in Washington. To remove it would be a catastrophic error.
We are a mixed race, white and Salish Native American family.

Because Blake Island is close to Seattle and the Islands | think it is a perfect place for people
to enjoy nature. Providing more opportunities for all people to access the island, while making
it profitable (like when the Indians used it) is preferred.

It's a shame number one is an option.

Do minimal maintenance and keep the marina open. Charge to use the dock if needed. Charge
to enter the island. Put a fee on the restrooms, use a coin operation. Maybe have a sales
locker on island for firewood during safe times. Make all campsites reservable so that income
is predictable. Charge more for the sites. This is one og our families favlrite places to visit.
Use the restroom walk the dogs. Relax, walk trails. Look at the tillicum buildings. We love it
how it is and we would pay more to visit and do all the things including camping to keep it this
way.

Please save boater access. This state just seems to want to eliminate that. | typically agree
with our state government on most things. But continuing to restrict marine recreation through
removing docks and making new docks hard to permit is not the answer.

Been going to the island for years and its one of my favorite places to stop and stretch my
legs and walk our dogs.

Prefer to just maintain or slightly improve existing marina, without a commercial add-on, and
really no need for indoor facilities on the island aside from restrooms

Blake Island is such an amazing destination for local boaters. It would be great to have it be
an educational resource for local kids.

Just keep the marina access for the public

| am a member of a yacht club and we would visit more if there was a way to reserve dock
space or know if dock space is available before coming in to the marina

That last step where | ranked choices: | almost mixed up "Recreation" option with "Rustic
Retreat". The latter sounds like how someone would describe a cabin, and the former is
vague/sounds like a walk in the woods. I'm worried your results will be skewed by these being
mixed up.
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Blake Island feels balanced as it is, with it's current amenities and accessibility

Located in the middle of the Salish Sea, this property is an essential opportunity to educate,
inform and inspire visitors in Salish culture, Resident Orca survival and an immersive
geographical experience.

Turn it over to the private sector. If the state runs it, it will be a loser.
Keep Blake Island the way it is. GET RID OF RACCOONS. Improve the trails

Have stayed overnight and will continue to stay overnight at the marina as long as the depth is
deep enough.

Blake Island is treasured by boaters and should not be left vacant. If it is allowed to return to
nature people could land small craft and become swatters. It might even become a dumping
ground if left unattended. What a waste. Better that it be used for educational purposes

Keep and expand the marina for people can access the island and park by private boat.

Going to Blake Island on our private family sailboat has been a long time joy and far enough
from Shilshole marina to feel adventurous. We started taking our son, his friends and cousins
there 20 years ago, many, many happy memories. We were often lucky to get marina dock
space and the kids and our guests could come and go at will with no need for a dinghy ride.
We also stayed on moorings and anchored off the west side. Blake Island is a local gem and
we hope the marina and state park facilities can remain indefinitely for generations of family
boaters to come!

The way things are now are pretty sweet. Level of impact seems manageable. Marina design
is fantastic, flexible, and fair. Please restore mooring bouys that have been removed in the last
few years.

fix up some other parks while you're at it!

It sounds like permits will be nonexistent for these alternatives. So ensure permits are
approved before spending tax payer money on projects that cannot be completed.

Blake Island has been a well loved and well used park by many, for many years. | know many
families that have used this island, and now those that came as kids are coming as adults with
their kids. It is a close and easily accessible place to go. To shut down the island marina to
normal boaters would be a significant loss to many. I've also seen that the island has stayed
fairly unscathed from vandalism and disrespectful visitors, whereas | worry about that
changing by the plan that would significantly increase visitors and usage. Although | agree that
some access for more to be able visit the island isn't a bad thing, it should be managed in
some way. Thanks for the opportunity for input.

If the state would just maintain what it has, that would be a miracle. The state seems to let
existing infrastructure decay with everything and then finds itself in an impossible situation.
Tear the buildings down, leave the island as-is, and just keep the existing marina maintained.

Thanks for asking!

Boating can be very expensive. Having a local inexpensive short trip allows more small boat
owners to enjoy nature and the puget sound. It has inspired our family, with our son now
studying marine biology.

Please keep this park open and accessible for boaters and others. Funding and permitting are
state government caused problems. With $9B in new taxes, there's plenty to fund this park.

Allow the tax papers full access

We really hope the marina stays for state park use much like the San Juan islands have.
Many people on Puget sound have small inexpensive boats (under $10,000) and use the
marina as a fun family camping trip. Please do not remove the marina for public use.

get the tribes involved like before argosy. it was almost a cultural center and that could be
expanded. the tribes did a good job running it until argosy took it over and fired most of them.

Such a unique park with limited access and that keeps it special, please keep marina access
and expand it.

| am disappointed that anchor bouts are difficult to permit - | would prefer that for
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environmental reasons. WAY cheaper than a marina

1053 My kids have been visiting the island since 1980. My grandkids since birth (the oldest is 19). | 2/27/2026 10:32 PM
have been buying a season moorage pass for about 20 years. My dog and | have been the
only ones on the island for a few days. Boat has a furnace.... Miss Ranger Paul! Wonderful

facility!!
1054 | am from Seattle and have been visiting this beautiful place my entire life, please make a 2/27/2026 10:31 PM
decision that will preserve this special place against the pressures of the continued growth.
1055 Blake is a golden gem people love to enjoy. Please don't gut the marina. 2/27/2026 10:30 PM
1056 Blake Island has served the public for many years. | would like to see my tax dollars spent 2/27/2026 10:26 PM

maintaining it.

1057 last year was our first visit to the island. the marina was quite full but we didn't see anyone as 2/27/2026 10:25 PM
we walked around. later we saw 4 kayakers on a beach. it would be nice if something is done
with the abandoned buildings

1058 Arrow launch service could be a good vendor to provide passenger service to Blake island. 2/27/2026 10:23 PM
From harbor island or bell harbor

1059 Add a yacht tax to pay for all this 2/27/2026 10:22 PM
1060 We have a 39' boat and visit Blake Island several times a year. 2/27/2026 10:13 PM
1061 Historically a marine nature park. Should still be that plus maybe a small restaurant similar to 2/27/2026 10:12 PM

Roche harbor lime kiln cafe. Maybe combo of camp sites, yurts, cabins, tiny hotel. Native
American history character. Good docks and buoys. Small passenger ferry access as well.
Small store, ice cream bars, bbq supplies, etc. Park ranger staff etc

1062 Blake island is a great place for families to go and enjoy. | would really like to see the marina 2/27/2026 10:09 PM
and campsites improved and expanded with more buoys on the west side. Thank you

1063 I have been coming to Blake island since a child, all by boat either human powered or 2/27/2026 10:00 PM
motorboat, and enjoy the beautiful nature trails, and the ability to camp or stay at the marina.
Demolishing the marina would be a travesty and fixing it and maintaining the current facilities
is the best option to preserve this gem of a park.

1064 No commercial use. Public nature area only with only public/private boat access. No tourist 2/2712026 9:52 PM
traps that will destroy the island.

1065 | plan to visit Blake Island this Summer. | was last there in the late 60s 2/27/2026 9:51 PM

1066 | have been visiting the park for decades. | truly hope a solution to maintain access is found 2/2712026 9:49 PM

1067 Form is broken. Fix and re-issue this survey 2/27/2026 9:45 PM

1068 Your survey is broken! 2/27/2026 9:43 PM

1069 The option that is like an ELC continues the tradition of that idea and offers the most flexibility 2/27/2026 9:42 PM

for use on the island

1070 The current arrangement is perfect but needs more buoys. It would be nice to have a way for 2/2712026 9:40 PM
non boaters to visit. It seems difficult to find a profitable year round concession but it would be
nice for Washington residents and visitord

1071 The best plan would be to keeo things the way they are now. Reopening Tilucum would be a 2/27/2026 9:35 PM
nice improvement with limited concession.

1072 Why won't the puyallup tribe run the tilicum village? With the float plane service now in 2/27/2026 9:35 PM
Tacoma, that programming and experience seems like it would be a great attraction for
visitors! | miss the village, | would love to see the show return. But mostly, please don’'t make
it harder for boaters to enjoy the island. There aren’t enough boating areas to visit as it is.

1073 We come frequently year round , have a yearly pass , would like to preserve nature AND 2/27/2026 9:34 PM
access to the island

1074 Washington is extremely fortunate to have obtained the marine state parks system that we 2/27/2026 9:34 PM
have. For a variety of reasons, acquiring and establishing the marine parks would not be
possible today; if they are lost, they would be lost forever. Blake is especially important due to
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its proximity to Seattle and other population centers and provides access to a much larger and
more diverse part of the boating population than parks which are more distant or require more
committing trips (e.g., Sucia Island). Please maintain Blake Island as a recreational resource
for the public, now and in the future.

Blake island offers an escape for boaters that live in the greater Seattle area. WA State Ferries
already require investment and service many areas and should continue to be prioritized. The
few publicly owned properties such as Blake must be maintained as recreation areas that
require a bit more work to access and a public benefit. Privatization or commercialization may
seem to increased public access but in reality will damage ecosystems, prioritize certain
populations, and eventually be proven unsustainable.

Dont take another boating destination away.

We love visiting Blake Island by private boat when making longer trips is not possible. It's so
nice to have a retreat so close to Seattle.

Keep marina for boater use
Maintain marine access
Thank you for welcoming input on the future of this vital and important Puget Sound asset.

Blake Island is a gem for boaters and tourists. It's a great destination for boaters. For tourists
being able to take a boat ride and have a traditional salmon dinner in a replica longhouse is a
great way to experience the Pacific NW.

It is my opinion that the State of Washington fails to prioritize State Parks appropriately as it
decides what funds are available. Combined with the Federal Governments reduction in funding
of National Parks we are well on the way to issues many decades of remediation will be
needed to restore them, if then even possible. | offer a small but realistic starting point to
change direction. Vehicle licensing had the option to contribute to State Park funding, but when
people eventually learned that the funds collected went not to State Parks but rather the
General Fund, donations fell off. Fix that. Oh, about the buoy issue. If no marina, boaters will
anchor, then take a tender to shore. If fifty or so boaters anchoring around the island routinely
is a better solution than many more mooring buoys installed to prevent this is the best
ecological option | fail to see the logic. The reason they would be difficult to permit? | purchase
an annual pass for State Park buoy and moorage use. It is also my opinion that there is lax
enforcement of buoy daily permit fee collection. Park Rangers are stretched thin enough
without running around checking buoy permits. Eliminate daily permits and make them monthly
ones. Boaters can purchase for the month/months they boat (summertime) have a sticker
color for each month so it's easy to tell compliance and another funding source to State Parks
increases.

Blake Island is a fantastic resource. Angel Island on the SF Bay is a prime example as to
what Blake Island could be. Fantastic place to camp, or, stay aboard your boat. | feel that if
Blake Island was left to nature it would become a hotspot for drug oriented folks and become a
patrolling nightmare.

Do your jobs correctly or resign. Your dealings with marine parks have been terrible in recent
years.

Please don't shut down the marina or buoy use
Such an amazing spot that needs highlighting.
Invest in the people. With taxes going up we need to see a return.

I've been to Blake Island many times, birth before and after Tilicum closed. It's a special place
that could use more marina space, mooring buoys and marine accessible options. Please don't
close it, it's one of the few remaining places one can escape from the hustle and bustle for a
weekend.

Seriously, this back to nature option is so stupid. If anything add more slips and mooring balls.
Leave the island mostly as is.

The state should not get into the hotel business. And 5 employees? Really? Scale down office
space and combine with employee housing.

Race and income should not be on this survey and should not be a consideration. Blake is
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easily accessed by kayaks, small boats, PWCs, etc as well as larger boats. My first trip was
in a 12 foot home built sailboat. For anyone wanting to visit, it is not expensive. But it does
take some effort, and that makes it special. It would be ruined and would become just another
ordinary park with commercial access that exceeded the 150 to 300 visitors that Tillicum
Village brought for a couple of hours, three times each day. Please keep this remote treasure
remote in. There are lots of park options for people to get access to the water all across the
state, including local access in King, Kitsap, Mason, and Snohomish counties that close to
Blake Island. There is only one Blake Island and its specialness is that it is both remote AND
close by. Please keep it that way.

I've been visiting Blake Island since the late 1950's. Was raised on Bainbridge and been a
boater all my life.

PLEASE, do not take this natural resource away from the public, | have sooooo many
memories there, as do my kids. Do not take this away from us....

Get rid of the raccoons!

Seattle needs more vacation adventure options. The cost of lodging is too high. Our population
is growing. This park should stay open. Boating is a relatively affordable way to access and
enjoy the island. The marina should be maintained. Why demolish the Tilicum building?! Repair
it. Use private money if needed.

Blake island is a great place for families, there are plenty of rustic places already. Keep Blake
island as is.

Please don't take away the marina.

White is not a race you dumb ass fucks...it's European descent- re-read the choices. Only one
is based on color. You are a bunch of racist Washington sate douche bags- fuck you , you'll
fuck this up like you do everything! Lol.

We LOVE Blake Island. Hope to see it kept quiet, rustic, and relaxing for everyone, not only us
private boaters. Tricky to do that without it becoming too crowded and diminishing the reasons
we like being there. It's nice to not have the riff-raff and rowdy morons always afoot.

Thank you.

We have enjoyed Blake Island as boaters for decades; we also run Seattle Charters and are
interested in running tourists, locals and campers to Blake Island on our USCG certified
charter boat “Sea Frolic”; while we purchased the commercial docking permit for 2025 we didn’t
use it and are looking at the viability of this in 2026 and beyond.

Blake Island has been an important part of my childhood, adult life, and that of my child and
family.

| only use the buoys or anchor. Add more.......
Please keep the marina going! Thank you!

As a boater, | love visiting Blake Island. It is close to Seattle and a fun destination. It has been
hard to watch the lack of maintenance over the past 10 years.

| have visited Blake Island since | was a young child. Love it!

Blake Island doesn't need much to improve the current access. Concessions were tried and
failed. | don't trust politicians or developers to do anything but lie to get power and money for
themselves. Look at Seattle. It's been turned into a dump.

Please reexamine the layout of the new marina. It looks like the design continues to favor
small individual slips rather than linear moorage. Linear moorage is more flexible and still have
a portion of it dedicated to reservable moorage. Every marina in Puget Sound is looking for
ways to accomodate more larger boats and many smaller (under 30" slips go unused. In any
case, | don't see any option in this study to maintain what we have. It is the most cost
effective option if funds for expansion and improvement are not obtainable. Please maintain
this valuable dock access!

| love Blake Island, please don't take access away. If you remove the marina, please add more
buoys. |
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Over the past 11 yrs we have enjoyed this park. We kayak over multiple times during the
summer months and have a picnic and walk about. We have utilized the marina numerous
times, both overnight as well as half-hr visits. We have also enjoyed linking up to the mooring
balls. The rustic nature is what appeals to us the most.

Keep dock layout as it exists, replace decking with decking similar to that used at Jarrell Cove
state park, do the dredging, and stop.

Current docks are enjoyed very much but some need to be repaired as has been done at other
state marine parks.

Please maintain overnight tent areas too - | don't see that mentioned much in these plans, so |
interpret that to mean no change to the campground on the west side of the island (hopefully!)

The only thing that needs changing is the removal of the fake Native-American Village.
How about raccoon sterilization??
Thank you for working on this project and letting us have input.

The beauty of this park is integrally connected to its quiet seclusion, away from the madding
crowds. Option 2 is the best option to keep the island accessible, secluded and natural.

Blake Island is a treasure to be preserved and nurtured while maintaining or improving access
to the public to enjoy it. Also, for additional mooring balls, would prefer upgrading the standard
to allow boats greater than 45'.

We have cruised over to Blake Island many times for hiking, peace and quiet and beauty. |
think the marina should be improved and nothing else done. It is lovely the way it is.

There are VERY FEW remote, undeveloped rural islands in Puget Sound. Blake Island is one
of them and should be kept in that configuration. Having said that, marina improvements,
especially for larger private vessels are badly needed.

| recall a previous survey with a number of interesting marina improvements. What became of
that? In any event | would like Blake Island to be improved with no commercialization. Thank
you!

It is a resource that should be made accessible and available to as many people as possible.
Limiting access to this wonderful place would diminish it for everyone.

Alternatives 2-4 seem to present the same marina arrangement without details. Since the vast
majority of users are private boaters this has to be gotten right.

Maintain the harbor and restroom facilities. Thin the raccoon population

| have a small 17’ boat and love using mooring buoys to camp on it. More mooring buoys
please. Charge the larger boats who use the Marina but give discount to small boats on the
buoys.

| use to love Washington State Parks ... however, many parks today are over-crowded and
quite frankly, the land and rules in the park are being abused by visitors.

The tillicum village lodge should incorporate a native american focus with either a non-profit or
other Indigenous focused organization/it should remain a part of the shared indigenous history
of the Puget Sound and Washington State

Have you considered repatriating the island to a tribe?

I and many friends use small, self contained cruising craft that can be beached or anchored,
slept and cooked aboard.

Blake Island is a special place to me and it deserves careful management.

We visited for our anniversary in 2023 and once at the park had a great time. but trying to find
transportation was hard. there were plenty of people that came via their own private boats but
cutting public transport makes the cost even higher and really limits access to those of us with
less $.

We have a multi-decade relationship with Blake Island. What a gem!

Age, race and income have no place on a survey like this. The only criteria is that the survey
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is being completed by a WA State resident. | am very disappointed that the State is investing
in new parks (e.g. Beebe Bridge) and restorations and re-developing parks (e.g. Blake Island)
when the State is completely defaulting on its maintenance and repair responsibilities at
existing parks such as Cama Bach Park.

The last three questions are irrelevant to the use of Blake Island. Foremost | believe the
marina is crucial to allow use to more people.

| have chartered a boat to take me to the island - so not small private sized, but larger.

| think there are great elements in each plan but | feel like no single plan totally nailed the
balance. This is an amazing resource and despite what are clearly very well intentioned efforts
this set of options is presented as sort of either, “let it rot” or “exploit the shit out of it”. Perhaps
somewhere between rustic and concession. While | love the vision of recreation, realistically,
would need a much more significant impact assessment as I'm wary the island could
accommodate so many more people while also preserving the serenity and nature which is the
point of the place.

Questions 8,9,&10 are not relevant and can be used to judge an individual's response based
on discriminatory factors.

We have enjoyed going to Blake Island by boat since the 1960s and have always enjoyed it.
We want to see better marina facilities but want the overall experience to be similar to what it
always has been

| am retired. Fond memories of enjoying traditional, cedar-planked salmon, molasses bread,
and salad cannot be replaced. It is very sad to me investment in a traditionally Native state of
WA tourism entity on Blake Island seems unaffordable overall.

Back to nature seems most affordable and realistic, but would recommend some fairly minor
additional steps to protect environment. Like maintaining current trails to minimize off trail
scrambling.

There is a trend to not pay for critical park resources, especially in this current environment of
Ferguson cutting budgets. At the same time, the need to preserve natural spaces that do not
get overrun is critical. We have had so many people moving to this region and so much tech
and biotech money influencing policy, that the very nature of the Washington State | grew up in
has changed. Blake Island should remain one of Puget Sound's special places and not be
commercialized.

Don't build any more there. Bathrooms and dock maintenance are enough. It's not troubling
dilemma. Just resist the urge to let people ruin it.

Removing the marina is the smart move AS LONG AS additional mooring balls and a floating
dinghy dock are added to reduce impact of anchors and beaching. If expanding the village for
visitation, focus on glamping and events but make sure the islands other camping areas are
expanded.
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