
 

 

March 5th, 2026 

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 
Attn: Blake Island Marine State Park Master Plan 
PO Box 42650 
Olympia, WA 98504  

Dear Members of the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission: 

On behalf of the Bainbridge Island Land Trust, the Vashon-Maury Island Land Trust, and the Great 
Peninsula Conservancy, we write in strong support of the “Back to Nature” option for Blake Island 
Marine State Park. As conservation organizations working throughout central Puget Sound, we urge 
the Commission to prioritize this alternative to ensure long-term protection of the island’s 
ecological integrity and cultural significance. 

Blake Island occupies a rare and irreplaceable position in the central Puget Sound ecosystem. Its 
forests, wetlands, and extensive saltwater shoreline provide critical habitat for forage fish, 
salmonids, migratory shorebirds, and other wildlife. Across Puget Sound, nearshore habitats have 
been dramatically reduced by shoreline armoring, vegetation loss, and development. Protecting and 
restoring intact landscapes like Blake Island is essential to advancing salmon recovery, 
strengthening biodiversity, and improving resilience to sea-level rise and climate change. 

The island also lies within the traditional homelands of Coast Salish peoples and has long served as 
a place of seasonal gathering and marine harvest. Indigenous stewardship sustained the ecological 
richness of this place for generations. A future centered on restoration and habitat protection best 
honors that legacy. 

Our organizations share a commitment to safeguarding the remaining natural shorelines of central 
Puget Sound for future generations. The “Back to Nature” alternative aligns most closely with this 
responsibility by emphasizing restoration, habitat protection, and low-impact public access rather 
than expanded development. 

We respectfully urge the Commission to adopt the “Back to Nature” alternative as the preferred 
direction in the Master Plan and to ensure that Blake Island remains a sanctuary for wildlife and a 
place of enduring ecological and cultural value. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Cullen Brady    Theron Shaw       Nathan Daniel 
Executive Director   Executive Director      Executive Director 
Bainbridge Island Land Trust  Vashon-Maury Island       Great Peninsula Conservancy 

    Land Trust  


