
Blake Island Public Comments 

October – November 2025  
 

Alexandra and [x],  
 
I concur with [x]’s comments.  I am especially concerned about an unnecessary 
reservation system and specifically accommodating large boats.  I am sending this email 
from Blake Island where we are currently moored.  I value Blake Island and the Parks 
marine resources.   
 
Thank you. 1 

Partner with the Suquamish (and potentially other local tribes) to reopen Tillicum Village 
as a tribal museum/cultural center. Change the name of Blake Island to Sealth Island. 
Expand trail system on Island. Put up some yurts or small cabins for overnight 
accommodation 2 

I am so glad to hear public transportation to Blake island is coming back! I am very 
excited to explore this island and hope to see nature preserved, not a concrete tourist 
attraction built. 3 

I have visited Tilicum village prior to Covid and thought the presentation gave me insight 
and appreciation for native american culture. It was a valuable experience to me and one 
that I miss. I have visited Blake island several times in the recent past and am sorry to see 
the sad state of buildings there. Marine, trails and buildings all need help and I hope the 
State will provide that help. Blake island is a unique resource and one that should be 
preserved and treasured for residents and visitors to our great state. 4 

Access from Fauntleroy ferry terminal 5 

Please keep access to Washington Water Trails campsites as part of the master plan. A 
shelter would be appreciated. 6 

Blake Island Marine Park presents a rare opportunity to provide more saltwater shoreline 
access in a section of Puget Sound where much of this access requires significant 
personal wealth, either via boat ownership or private shorefront property ownership. In a 
region where the cost of living has skyrocketed and there are fewer haves than have nots, 
an equity of access to saltwater shoreline recreation + fishing access through a publicly 
managed resource such as Blake Island is essential to maintaining our regional 
connection to Puget Sound. We support public foot transport to the island as well as 
public fishing opportunity from the shores and docks of Blake Island as well as a lottery-
managed "walk in" opportunity for shoreline camping since there is also an incredible 
scarcity of campground availability in the immediate area due to the post-pandemic 
boom in outdoor recreation. 7 



Ferry service to/from the island would be great. Establish a state park with campsites 
and picnic sites. Such a wonderful resource. 8 

I travel often to Tacoma and Bainbridge Island to visit family, at least twice a month. I am 
about to retire from the Spokane Park Board and would love to help with restoring Blake 
Island as a cultural/natural gem. I have experience in fundraising and organizational 
management. 9 

We love Blake Island and have been visiting since 1998. I appreciate that you are willing 
to consider my opinion as you make plans for the park. 
 
The installation of electricity on the dock dramatically changed the environment at the 
dock. I understand people love the convenience of plugging in but it does have 
drawbacks. I saw that the number of larger boats dramatically increased as they 
dominated the dock space. The smaller boats that were there no longer have space to 
dock and incidentally were accustomed to not depending on power like the larger 
vessels. Large boats frequently have only two or four passengers and yet take up 50’ of 
dock space. Smaller boats normally have more people onboard, do not need electricity 
to run appliances. 
 
Docking- The dock should be rearranged so that everyone does a stern tie to the dock. 
Boats could be put in zones (40’+, 30-39’, boats up to 30’). The larger boats would then be 
only taking up 14-16 feet of space for the beam of their boats and not 50’ of dock space. 
Remove power from dock. Or install metered power stations that must be paid for prior 
to access and turn off at 3:00 O’clock check in time. Most boats over 40” have generators 
that can power everything in their boat as it is. My sailboat is small and even I have a 
generator to power my essentials. Establish a side tie dock along the existing dolphins for 
small boats that do not want power. Actually enforce payment for your dock space, 
people do not pay because it is not enforced. People use the dock and mooring balls 
without paying and those that might pay do not have the chance to access the facilities 
because free loaders are taking the space. Enforce the rules of the parks! 
 
Disabled accommodations- The laws require accommodations for disabled people and I 
understand the reasoning. Now that I care for disabled boaters they do not want to go out 
boating anymore. They understand that their limitations and do not wish to expose 
themselves to the dangers on the water or docks. Investing thousands of tax dollars into 
ADA accommodations that will never be used by significantly disabled people is a bad 
decision.  
 
Commercial development- No. It’s a park and it is funded through tax dollars not a 
money making adventure by a poorly managed state. Remove the Indian long house and 
let it be, if there is a business that would like to provide concessions to those on the 
island let them rent a space and run their business. A vendor operating a coffee, hot dog 
and ice cream stand on weekends would be acceptable but nothing larger than that. The 
commercialization of a salmon bake and phony Indian traditions was ridiculous. 
Foreigners bought into it but to those who know history of Indians and the settlement of 



the Puget Sound were disappointed. 
 
Public Transportation- Over the years I have seen very little use of public transportation 
that would justify a new program. Kitsap County provided transportation at times and 
that didn’t work. Argosy tried and that didn't work. A private taxi service might if anyone 
was up to the challenge. 
 
Bathrooms- They simply need an overhaul. There should be a shower building with 
unisex showers. Male/Female bathrooms are not working because you have guys 
dressing like women and posing a risk to young females. Unisex bathrooms should also 
be established with simply a toilet. Sinks could be set up outside of the toilet area so that 
they are completely exposed and available to all for hand washing. People don’t need to 
be taking baths at one of the two sinks in the current bathrooms. 
 
Park Rangers- Let them enforce the letter of the law, restricting their abilities has not 
worked. They don’t seem to write tickets because they don’t want to upset people, to 
heck with that. Pay your park fee or get a ticket at 3:01 PM. Disorderly, arrest them. Drunk 
in public, a free ride and overnight accommodations. It seems like there is a M.O.U. 
restricting the rangers from citing violators and enforcing payment. A few months of 
writing tickets would change a lot and the word would get around fast. The state would 
get the ticket money but then there would be an increase in the amount of 
moorage/camping fees collected.  
 
Fees- I did not like it when the state started charging for entry into a park that my tax 
dollars were already supporting but then I saw the light. People who came to just be 
obnoxious and drink in the parks quit coming as they did not want to pay the $5 fee. I saw 
a decrease in the number of stupid people and the beer parties seemed to have 
dissipated. The people that use Blake Island should pay for their usage, it’s not that much 
and it helps the park. You can still anchor for free and have use of the park as we did. We 
were there for at least ten nights during the course of the summer. As a side note our 
visits are not accounted for as we did not have to register or pay for anchoring. 
 
Overnight accommodations- At this moment in time adding cabins or yurts would be a 
waste of money in my opinion. The only people that have access to the islands are 
boaters most of which have the capacity to sleep on their own boats. Ski boats and kayak 
users tend to be adventurous and would be sleeping in their own tents. If each cabin only 
cost $40k to build the cabins and had weekly cleaning services it would have surpassed 
its life expectancy before it was paid off. 
 
In conclusion I like the park being rustic, natural, minimal basic services and without 
commercial interests. Park Rangers are essential and need to be there to manage the 
almost 500 acres. The marina needs modifications that will allow some large vessels to 
dock without boxing out the smaller vessels. 10 

 



Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 11 

Seattle Charters has added a Willard 33 charter boat to our charter fleet this season. This 
boat has a USCG Certificate of Inspection (COI) for up to 16 passengers, in addition to 
captain and crew. This boat has primarily been used for sightseeing tours out of 
Fishermen's Terminal during the summer of 2025, but we are interested in setting up a 
regular shuttle service to Blake Island in 2026 from either Manchester Docks (closest), 
Seacrest (West Seattle), or Bell Harbor Marina in downtown Seattle. We welcome 
interested parties to contact us for input on preferred schedule - we are hoping to help 
day trippers, overnight campers (including those with camping gear), and will welcome 
well-behaved pets. The boat is run by licensed captains, cruises at up to 10-12 knots, and 
includes an enclosed head (bathroom) as well as all required safety gear. We purchased 
a commercial docking permit for Blake Island and can accommodate private requests. 12 

We are blessed with a difficult to reach relatively wild island in the midst of an urban 
environment. Keep it that way! 13 

Boaters love Blake Island. It can be a great tourist attraction as well as meeting place that 
highlights the original Native American presence. Tillicum Village needs to be upgraded 
and vital again to accommodate meetings, weddings, nature walks and talks, etc. People 
want to hear about the indigenous people who owned and used and lived here for 
centuries before the Europeans came. Children need to learn the real history of the area 
before the impact of the Europeans. They need to learn about the truth of the early 
people who settled here. I would love to see coordination with the Suquamish Museum 
and Daybreak Star Cultural Center in Discovery Park in Magnolia and other museums 
and organizations that highlight the Native Peoples. I hope they get a say in the 
development of Tillicum Village and not just the Seattle political system. Not just with 
emails, please proactively survey indigenous groups in the area. 14 

I've been sailing to Blake Island for almost 60 years (yes, hard to believe it but it's true). A 
few comments: 
The vast majority of the time I've anchored on the northwest corner of the island behind 
the point. This anchorage has poor holding for anchoring unless you are very close to 
shore (which is good for small shallow boats), making it a marginally safe anchorage. The 
result for many boats has been dragging anchor if wind comes up at night. Strong park 
moorage tie-ups are appreciated. (My current boat has above average anchoring gear 
with a powerful windlass, so now I am able to handle the outer areas.) 
The docks are a great place to be if we have kids or people of limited mobility (as 
compared to anchoring out). It's hit or miss on getting limited dock space. More dock 
space would be ideal.  
Blake Island is an incredible resource, a real gem right next to the city. The Argosy tour 
boat with the longhouse dinner was fun we've only done it once with visiting relatives. 
The kids loved the ice cream and treats stand. 15 

I have been to Blake Island many times. I listened to the video of the master plan 
presentation. My thoughts are:  
1. State Parks should do with Blake Island what it does best: provide a place for camping 
and hiking and not worry about concessions. Therefore tear down Tillicum Village. 



Preservation of this site just doesn’t seem to be in the budget as presented. If you do get 
a concession, what happens when the contract runs out as it did with Argosy? State 
Parks is left holding the bag.  
2. Preserve the marina. While many people anchor or use the mooring balls, the marina 
is nice to have. It does not need electric hook ups or water. While those amenities are 
nice, they are not necessary to enjoyment of the site. This could save Parks money on 
upgrading the docks. Not having someone such as Argosy needing to use a dock would 
also open up dock space to the public.  
3. I would not build fancy cabins, you already have several nice ones. No more are 
needed. The sanitary facilities should be upgraded to preserve the environment.  
4. One of the maps shown indicated in green areas where development was most 
favorable. I strongly disagree with that assessment. Those green areas shown are 
pristine, natural areas. One of the nicest things about Blake is the quiet, natural 
environment and the trails that allow access. Please do not develop these areas.  
5. While the north Sound/San Juans has several marine parks, the South Sound has few, 
and while I agree that limited access seems unfair to those without a boat, there are 
many opportunities to visit beautiful parks where a boat is not required. I dont think it’s 
justified to spend millions to afford this access when money is so tight and what there is 
of it could be spent elsewhere to upgrade the experience for all.  
6. Several of the mooring balls on the west side of the island are missing and should be 
replaced if possible. There used to be quite a few off of the beach and now there are only 
2.  
7. Blake Island is a place of natural beauty and solitude that is hard to find in an area 
experiencing significant growth over the past decade or two. I think preservation of such 
areas is important for the public and Blake is a gem that should be preserved as much as 
possible. If you want to make access to it for those without boats, consider partnership 
with outdoor organizations such as the Mountaineers that run kayaking trips or sailing 
trips/lessons (Im sure there are others) 16 

We love Blake Island. I am fully in favor of more access, including improvements to the 
marina and ways in which to support more folks being able to access the island. I 
recognize that revamping the marina will cost about $30m. I am unclear if it is 
reasonable given state budget contraints, to even consider improving and expanding the 
marina, but I certainly hope this possible. I also think it is fine to demolish the old village 
buildings and/or find a new concession who can make the investments needed. I am 
particularly interested in finding ways for there to be public/low cost transit options. 
While I am a boater, I do not think the island should be restricted to only those who can 
afford to own a boat. 17 

Additional mooring buoys on the west side of the island would be utilized. No need for a 
pumpout station being so close to other marinas -- boaters just need to be prepared. I'd 
like to see the number of visits by boats over 40' to the docks, but a first impression is 
that a 40'+ boat should just go to a mooring buoy and use their tender. The beauty of 
Blake Island is that it is hard to get to and it takes planning, if this changes the island will 
forever be changed -- for the worse in my opinion. 18 



I enjoy the paddle up camping on Blake Island and would like to see it expanded to 
include more paddle up exclusive camping spots. 19 
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