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April 14 to May 1, 2026 
To the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission and Blake Island Master Plan 
Team, 
I am writing as a freelance journalist and longtime Kitsap County resident who has 
explored Puget Sound’s marine parks for more than a decade. Blake Island Marine State 
Park holds a unique place in our region as a quiet, boat-accessible natural escape that 
rewards personal effort and self-reliance. With the public comment period closing on 
April 30, 2026, I urge the Commission to choose a path that prioritizes fiscal 
responsibility, genuine private investment, and the preservation of the island’s low-
impact character rather than repeating the cycle of taxpayer-funded government 
expansion. 
After reviewing the four alternatives presented in Phase 2 of the master planning process, 
I strongly support Alternative 2, the Rustic Retreat option, as the most responsible and 
sustainable direction. This approach focuses on targeted, basic repairs to the existing 
marina, such as necessary dredging and safer floats, while maintaining a low-density 
experience that aligns with current visitation patterns and the preferences expressed by 
many boaters in earlier comments. It avoids unnecessary new amenities, preserves the 
self-selected nature of access for those willing to arrive by private boat or kayak, and 
minimizes long-term operational burdens on the state budget. At the same time, I 
recommend incorporating clear provisions within this framework, or under Alternative 3 
if pursued, that shift all future commercial programming and infrastructure upgrades 
onto private operators who are willing to invest their own capital. The state’s role should 
be strictly limited to basic stewardship of the natural resource, not serving as developer, 
landlord, or financier. 
The market has already delivered a clear verdict. The Tillicum Village concession 
operated successfully for decades under private management precisely because 
entrepreneurs bore the financial risks and responded directly to visitor demand. When 
pandemic-related pressures and needed upgrades made the model unviable, the 
operator made the responsible choice to exit rather than seek ongoing public bailouts. 
Visitation has since dropped from nearly 80,000 in 2019 to just over 31,000 in 2025, and 
the marina, built in 1974, now requires roughly 30 million dollars in upgrades after 
decades of deferred maintenance and no major dredging since 1988. These facts 
demonstrate that artificially propping up higher capacity through government spending 
will not create genuine demand, it will simply transfer costs to every Washington 
taxpayer, many of whom will never visit the island. Alternatives 3 and 4, which envision 
new concessions, lodges, expanded facilities, or maximized visitation, risk turning Blake 
Island into another subsidized project that burdens future budgets while eroding the 
peaceful, authentic experience that draws current users. 
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From an economic perspective, state parks already face significant deferred-
maintenance backlogs across the entire system. Directing tens of millions toward Blake 
Island diverts scarce resources from trails, campgrounds, and facilities that serve far 
broader numbers of residents each year. Environmentally, large-scale in-water 
construction and overdevelopment carry real risks of sediment disruption, habitat 
impacts, and long-term shoreline degradation, especially with rising sea levels and 
stricter permitting requirements ahead. The current boat-only access model, by 
contrast, naturally limits crowds, protects wildlife, and maintains the island’s wild 
character without heavy government intervention. Culturally, while the Suquamish 
Tribe’s historical ties deserve full respect and consultation, any commercial or 
interpretive programming should succeed or fail on private initiative rather than rely on 
endless public funding. 
Private investment has proven effective elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest, where 
privately managed marinas, eco-lodges, and guided experiences deliver quality service 
because operators have direct incentives to control costs, innovate, and satisfy paying 
customers. If no viable private partner emerges under a true risk-bearing model, perhaps 
with longer-term leases and no guaranteed bailouts, that outcome itself provides 
valuable information: the demand may not support large-scale development, and a more 
natural, lower-maintenance park would be the prudent choice for taxpayers and the 
environment alike. 
I therefore ask the Commission to adopt Alternative 2 as the foundation of the master 
plan, with explicit direction to invite private entrepreneurs to shoulder any additional 
programming or enhancements without upfront state investment. This balanced 
approach honors self-reliance, protects public resources, and ensures Blake Island 
remains a special place for those who value it most. The April 30, 2026 deadline is now 
days away. I encourage the team to weigh these considerations carefully and choose 
fiscal prudence over further government intrusion. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your stewardship of Washington’s 
marine parks. I look forward to a future for Blake Island that relies on private ingenuity 
rather than taxpayer subsidies. 
Sincerely, 1 

Do not use taxpayer money to upgrade blake islands facilities. If a private developer 
wants to upgrade , that would be fine. No taxpayer money, because few people are able 
to access this,Because of boat only access. Not fair to us to tax us without boats. 2 

Privatize Blake Island. Get parks out of almost everything. You waste our tax dollar and 
don’t need to waste any more. We aren’t getting a good ROI. 3 

WE THE PEOPLE... 4 

I believe in free market, something this state's legislators seem to want to stifle and 
hinder at every turn, so I believe the best solution for this project is to encourage private 
investors to lead the way as opposed to a taxpayer funded state run money pit. Parks 
funding needs to remain in provision for those parks and trails with more draw that really 
need state funding. 
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I believe there are entrepreneurs that can make this project a successful endeavor and 
we should choose that to take precedence over turning it over to state hands. 5 

Please submit my following comments.  We have been talking a great deal about the 
presentation and the real message that CYC members tried to indicate to your team. 
MAINTAIN THE MARINA. Most of us did not agree with the comment that it costs as much 
to maintain the current marina (with added mooring buoys on both sides) as it would be 
to create a bigger, better marina.  That just did not make sense knowing that the 
legislature has denied funding in the past two cycles. People love to visit Blake Island as 
it is now, although it is true that those of us who remember the fine times at Tillicum 
Village. Sure, a concession would be great, but in the meantime, just maintaining the 
rustic atmosphere and keeping up the current marina makes more sense. 
 
Thanks, 6 

Interested in parks development. 7 

I believe that the island should 
Be managed like those in the San Juans. There is little commerce there and the islands 
are left mostly natural. If private investors want to take over Tillicum Village for a limit 
commercial venture I believe that should encouraged. Possibly with limited lodging and 
concessions. I do believe the state should manage the docks at a small scale now but 
should a commercial enterprise take hold then they should share in the responsibility as 
their needs would require. 8 

I support sustainable access for those who value the island, but you reject another round 
of taxpayer-funded projects. I think that private investors should lead the way, and if not 
the Island should be left in its natural state as much as possible. It is a beautiful escape 
and should not be over developed for people that would in no way explore the tranquilly 
afforded by its natural state. 9 

Thank you for asking for public comments on Blake Island. I have spent over 22 years on 
Blake island. The flora and fauna that make up this treasure deserves the most 
protection parks can give it. Once over -developed we can’t really go back. It loses its 
uniqueness, the wildlife and habitat suffer and the island becomes more like so many 
places we already have. Tranquility is a priceless commodity for so very many 
Washingtonians. Self guided trails /interpretive experiences can serve as options to tell 
the stories parks may want to tell to provide education for the public and keep the 
stewardship to the island. Thank you again. 10 

Please don’t remove the Marina from Blake Island. 11 

I would like to respectfully request that Blake Island be opened for private investment. 12 

I've enjoyed Blake Island in it's current form, so plan #2 where they fix up the marina and 
improve restrooms and an Island store for campers is the best option in my opinion, 
allows access as it is currently, doesn't impact the natural beauty of the island more than 
current use does. Thank you! 13 

Blake Island is a retreat for many boaters to get away from madness of Seattle and the 
marina is also a local safe zone for weather shelter when needed. But most of all, it’s a 
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tradition for many families. I am opposed to tearing down the docks for any reason. If you 
tear anything down, get rid of the lodges and work on the raccoon population. 14 

No commercials contracts. 15 

Minimize development of this island! Keep it simple and prioritize habitat and wildlife and 
natural shoreline. 16 

I am a a power boater and a user of the Blake Island State Park.  
 
I am opposed to the "Do Nothing" Alternative of the Masterplan. It would mean that the 
Marina will become inaccessible in the future and that mooring buoys will not be 
maintained. 
 
Some of the other alternatives also envision removal of mooring buoys. I am vehemently 
opposed to removal of such bouys. 17 

Blake Island - the best option is #2 "rustic retreat". That's essentially what it is now, and it 
draws a lot of visitors - it is GREAT the way it is and small improvements to this that don't 
change the current rustic nature would be good use of Washington taxpayer money and 
moorage fees. 
 
Option #3 "Concession" isn't a terrible alternative. IF a concessionaire can be found. It 
may limit negative impact if the campground and docks were sign posted "out of bounds" 
for day-trippers. 
 
Option #4 "Recreation" risks ruining the island experience with overcrowding. WA state 
parks have plenty of other locations where they could implement such a development, at 
much less cost. 
 
I pay nearly $200 every year for a WA State Parks Annual Moorage Permit. Although I do 
visit other parks using this permit, I buy it mostly for Blake Island. If option 1 "Back to 
nature" is implemented I WILL NO LONGER BUY THIS PASS. I see a LOT of other boats 
with this pass, and I wonder how many of those would respond similarly. I have to admit 
option #4 "Recreation" may ruin the island experience to the point where I'd similarly give 
up on it.  
 
Please don't abandon nor ruin the Blake Island experience. It's a gem how it is. And I'll 
keep paying for the pass. 18 

As a kayaking and small boat sailing family, we would like to see Blake Island remain as a 
primitive /rustic camping option. There are few if any rustic camping options so close to 
Seattle. I would be sad to see expanded commercial/tourism focused activity. 19 

Keep the mooring buoys and marina! 20 

Visiting Blake Island by family boats has many family memories and has influenced my 
love for boating. My daughter spent her 16th birthday party at a fire ring, viewing Seattle 
and later fending off raccoons from their tent site while I minded the boat at the dock.  
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I remember as a youth going with family to the alder salmon bake and First Nation dance 
and this made lifelong respect for the Salish sea culture.  
 
I pay a lot for my boat tag. I hope the money can go towards marine parks. Why can BC 
have great marine parks and we in WA have to have this discussion? 
Please get the proper people involved to save the marina and necessary outbuildings. I 
assume the First Nation looks to casino business and are out. But the respect is real as is 
the totem. 21 

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you for providing a forum for comments on the Blake Island Marine State Park 
Master Plan. I'm reaching out on behalf of the Maritime Washington National Heritage 
Area—a region-wide designation and program that supports the interpretation and 
preservation of our state's maritime heritage. We have submitted comments through the 
online form, but also wanted to provide a summary of our input here, along with an offer 
to collaborate. 
 
Blake Island is a true gem within Washington's maritime landscape—a centrally located 
destination that holds deep historical ties and personal meaning for many 
Washingtonians. We encourage State Parks to prioritize access to this special location 
for the greatest number of residents and visitors, and to activate this space as a venue 
for learning and engagement.  
 
Of the four alternatives presented for the future of Blake Island, we believe that 
Alternatives 3 and 4 provide the greatest potential for public benefit, access, and 
education. With the right partners and programming, either option could provide 
immense regional value by engaging visitors in recreation alongside education about the 
island’s natural, cultural, and historical resources. That said, we recognize the 
challenges inherent in each approach: for Alternative 3, identifying a concessioner 
capable of delivering high-quality, place-based interpretation (while also running an 
economically viable business) may be difficult; for Alternative 4, we recognize that 
budget constraints may limit feasibility. 
 
If State Parks opts to pursue Alternative 2, we believe there are still many opportunities to 
activate Blake Island as a space for learning and connection via unstaffed interpretive 
strategies—such as signage and self-guided tours—and ranger-led programming about 
maritime heritage, local history, and the natural marine environment. Even Alternative 1 
(which we view as the least favorable) allows for unstaffed interpretation to continue 
telling the island’s stories through high-quality signage or other passive educational 
tools. 
 
Regardless of which direction is selected, the Maritime Washington National Heritage 
Area would welcome the opportunity to speak further with your staff about the future of 
Blake Island and how we may be able to support planning and implementation efforts. 
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Please feel free to contact me at any time to discuss further.  
 
Thank you for your time, 22 

Blake Island is the easiest accessed marine park from Seattle's population centers. It 
has long been the destinations of beginning boaters to try out their skills and experience 
a natural island park setting without needing a bigger boat or time to make it further from 
Seattle. I have used the park since I was a teenager in the 1980's though today. It is one of 
our most loved destinations even having sailed all around the world. Making access 
easier, not harder, should be the park's goal. 23 

Please keep Blake island accessible to boaters. The marina and especially the mooring 
buoys are important marine infrastructure to the many state boat owners and guests.  
Only alternative 2 allows access to all members of the public. Marina 
restoration/upgrade should include ada access. 24 

Please keep Blake Island accessible, at least via mooring buoy! 25 

Blake Island is a treasure for small boat owning families. I grew up roaming around Blake 
Island over 60 years ago. Those memories are some of the best, and everyone I know who 
has had similar experiences light up when they talk about them. This World is a pretty 
bleak place right now, and doing away with access for families with small boats is just 
wrong! This is not a place for mega-yachts, or even larger cruisers. It is as blue collar a 
place as exists for the boating public. Save Blake Island for small boat families! 26 

Please leave as is 27 

Please do not shut down the marina at Blake Island, it's already built and allows access 
to the island and for recreational boaters, of which there are so many in Puguet Sound. It 
would be a waste of an existing asset!!!! 28 

Save Blake Island. This type of venue available to citizens can’t be duplicated. It would be 
a horrible loss to the citizens who visit there each year 29 

I encourage to state to maintain and eventually improve access to Blake Isalnd. It is a 
local treat enjoyed by many, with a long local history. 30 

I am writing to express my strong support for keeping Blake Island State Park open. This 
island is far more than a recreation site — it is a uniquely Washington place that blends 
natural beauty, cultural heritage, and accessible outdoor adventure in a way few other 
parks can match. 
 
Blake Island provides: 
 
Essential public access to Puget Sound. For many families, boaters, and local residents, 
it is one of the few places where people can experience the Sound’s shoreline, forests, 
and wildlife in an undeveloped, peaceful setting. 
 
Cultural and historical significance. The island has long been connected to Coast Salish 
history and storytelling. Many visitors learn about regional heritage for the first time 
through experiences tied to Blake Island. 
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Environmental value. Its forests, beaches, and marine habitats support salmon, seals, 
eagles, and countless other species. Keeping the island open ensures continued 
stewardship and public awareness of these ecosystems. 
 
Accessible adventure for all ages. Whether arriving by private boat, tour boat, or kayak, 
Blake Island offers a rare combination of camping, trails, beaches, and wildlife viewing 
close to Seattle — a gateway to the outdoors for thousands of people each year. 
 
Closing Blake Island would mean losing a place that connects communities to nature, 
supports local tourism, and preserves an irreplaceable part of Washington’s identity. I 
urge the state to prioritize solutions that keep the island open, protected, and accessible 
for future generations. 31 

Blake island is one of the greatest marine park assets in washington state and the buoys/ 
marina are integral to its access. Please do not remove them 32 

Blake Island is a WA Public Boating treasure and needs to be managed and preserved for 
future generations 33 

I vote to keep Blake Island as is and open to boaters and charter visitors indefinitely. 
Growing up in West Seattle, I have fond memories of many many trips to Tillicum Village, 
over night camping, and eventually tying my own boat up to the docks inside the 
breakwater marina. This gem is a rare bonus serving Seattleites and visitors from all 
around. Removing buoys and docks would be a terrible waste and render the island 
useless.  
Please keep Blake Island open to boaters as is. 34 

To whom it may concern, I have been a sailor in Seattle for over 50 years, and have taken 
my sailboats thru the years several times per year to Blake Island mostly on a buoy, 
sometimes at the dock. The park is a wonderful asset to all of the region, please, please 
keep this asset open for all to enjoy. Consider increasing the buoy fees and dock fees to 
keep this asset going if money is the problem. If more effective, maybe close the 
moorage to dinghy's only, and add more buoys into the mix, or remove both if funds do 
not allow, but still allow boats to anchor and enjoy the islands awesome walks, and 
hiking. Sincerely, 35 

Blake ISLAND should be remain boating destination. 
Its history in presentation of its nations and beauty should be offered .  
Do not remove the buoys and remain open. 36 

Please make the marina accessible for visiting yachts. The islands closeness to nearby 
harbors is unique for families to enjoy easily. It would be a shame to loose the 
opportunity to share Blake Island with our grandchildren. Thank you for your 
consideration. 37 

Mooring buoys and marina maintenance are absolute must for boaters who love the 
park. Do not eliminate or allow to deteriorate. 38 

We would like to see the marina stay as it is & available for public use & mooring.  
Thanks 39 
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Just voicing my concern about removing access to Blake Island for boaters. The marina 
and mooring buoy's are a longtime favorite of mine and I'd hate to see access to the park 
restricted or eliminated. 40 

After reading the proposals, there is NO WAY that there should be any accommodations, 
other than camping allowed on Blake Island. It is not a resort destination, it is a nature 
preserve. Please go with the removal of Tillicum Village and leave the park to nature and 
day use, with the opportunity to anchor off and or beach land and camp in designated 
area. Such a shame to glam this natural treasure up and give it a casino vibe. Shame on 
the very thought of it. 41 

My husband and I have sailed on the Salish Sea for decades and anchor often on the 
West side of Blake Island. The Island park is a treasure and we have organized beach 
clean up and SYC Youth campouts over the years. It would be a shame to make this park 
inaccessible to those who are not able to anchor in deep water, like the many families 
that day trip to the island and beach land their boats. My experience is that the visitors 
are respectful of the habitat and pack out their garbage. Why is the State thinking of 
restricting use of this wonderful park? 42 

I am in favor of Alternative 3, in which the Blake Island Property would be leased to a 
concessionaire who would hopefully provide public access to the park. The reason for 
this is that Blake Island is a gem that should be accessible to any Washington resident 
who would like to access it for day use or camping. At present, with no public boats to 
the park, only those privileged enough to have a personal boat can access the park. 
 
This is a YIMBY (Yes In My Backyard) style comment. I am privileged enough to have a 
boat, and I visit Blake Island at least twice per year with my family. When we hike around 
the island, we enjoy the solitude. But we lament the fact that the majority of 
Washingtonians are unable to access the island. Blake Island would be a great spot for 
scouts troops or school trips if it was made accessible to the public, and it would be 
wonderful for families of all walks of life on the weekends. 43 

Blake Island should be kept essentially as it is because it is a rare, near-urban marine 
park that serves everyday Washington boaters and families, not just high-paying users. 
Its boat-only access, simple moorage, camping, and trails create a unique “gateway 
wilderness” where new boaters, kids, and visitors can safely experience marine camping 
close to Seattle. 
 
Washington State Parks’ mission is to provide public lands for everyone, for generations, 
not to maximize profit. Turning Blake toward heavier commercialization, private events, 
or exclusive facilities would divert scarce shoreline and dock space away from ordinary 
users and undermine that mission. 
 
Please prioritize modest, mission-aligned improvements—maintenance, resource 
protection, and broad, affordable access—over revenue-driven redevelopment. Once 
Blake’s current character and access are lost to commercial uses, they cannot 
realistically be recreated elsewhere. 44 
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Maintain/improve marina and buoys. Allow limited permitted camping in marina area. If 
possible, partner with someone for restaurant ( I personally liked the salmon dinner and 
the later dance/story presentation.). 45 

I am writing to plead for you NOT to do away with the marine access for Blake Island 
State Park. It is truly a jewel and has brought many memories for our family over the 
years. I have to believe it is well used by a wide range of individuals who take advantage 
of all that is has to offer. 46 

As a life long Washington resident, some my earliest memories are from trips our family 
made to Blake Island, which when we had a daughter we too took her there to share to 
beautiful island, like I was able to a generation before her.  
The beaches, tent camping, hiking loop trails, mooring buoys and the marina docks offer 
a recreational outdoor experience unlike anything else in our State. It would be a crime to 
shut down and stop access to this awesome state park. 47 

The facilities at Blake island should be maintained to maximize the use and benefit of 
park goers 48 

Hello, 
 
My husband and I have owned a 1928 wooden Lake Union Dreamboat from Lake Union 
Drydock for twelve years. We have frequently used the mooring buoys on the west side of 
Blake Island and paddled ashore to hike in this beautiful natural area. I would like to see 
mooring buoys continue to be available for visitors, and for members of the public to be 
able to walk around the hiking trails, ideally through some occasional ferry transit. I loved 
taking my relatives to Tillicum Village when it was on the island, but I hesitate at public-
private partnership and overnight accommodations. I think that Option 2 is my preferred 
option, although I would love to have some space for Indigenous peoples' gathering 
when they come to the island. Thank you for your consideration of my thoughts on this 
matter. 49 

Blake Island is a great destination for people. It is close enough to places to be 
accessible via human power vessels in addition to boats. I would like to see the island 
maintain its mostly wild structure with basic camping & boating services. Campsites, 
mooring buoys, and a basic marina 50 

Please preserve the docks and bouys. 51 

As a past long time resident of Washington State and current Boat owner and one that 
curies Puget Sound the removal of mooring buoys and closing the marina takes away a 
great resource to the boating community. Blake Island has been a long time favorite of 
many in the boating community. With its close proximity to Seattle the continued upkeep 
and expense to the state must surely be appreciated by many.  
+ 52 

Please keep Blake Island as it is today. It is a wonderful destination that is close by and 
easily accessible  53 

My family and I have really enjoyed the Marina and mooring buoys at Blake Island over 
the years. It is a great destination and resource for boating access in the central Puget 
Sound region. When our kids were in grade school, we would take an annual camping trip 
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with two other families to Blake Island for a weekend. We would use the Marina for 
access to offload our camping equipment and then moor the boat either in the marina or 
on one of the mooring buoys on the east side of the island. This created lasting memories 
for all involved. I truly hope that families will continue to have this access to create more 
memories and experiences. 54 

The marina is such a fun place to visit. I visited with my parents when I was a child and 
pla to go this spring and summer with my kids. It’s such a special place to visit with our 
boat. Please keep the marina and mooring balls 55 

Please keep Blake Island a boat accessible state park for individuals groups and families 
to enjoy and discover this special island 56 

It is vitally important to maintain access to boaters to Blake Island State Park. This 
includes continued maintenance and preservation of the mooring buoys and public, 
short term marina. 57 

Blake Island is a special boating destination. Please find a way to preserve boaters' 
access to this place! 58 
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