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All minutes are draft until approved at the next meeting
Commission Work Session Agenda
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission

July 8, 2026
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission HQ
300 Desmond Dr SE, Lacey, WA 98503

Commissioners: Chair Holly Williams, Vice Chair Scott Merriman, Ali Raad, Alfie Alvarado-
Ramos, Laurie Connelly and Sophia Danenberg
Director: Diana Dupuis

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission will be holding their regularly
scheduled commission work session on July 8, 2026. Please note that this is a hybrid
meeting, you are welcome to attend in-person or online. We ask for patience as we
navigate these hybrid meetings and want to remind you that attending in-person is the
most reliable option.

You may participate remotely by listening and/or watching using the following link:
Watch the meeting on TVW: https.//tvw.org/watch/?eventID=2026071009

You can find the agenda and presentations on our website:
https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-
commission/commission-meetings-agendas

Public Comment: This is a work session between staff and the Commission. The
public is invited to attend, but no public comment will be taken. No decisions will be
made by the Commission at the work session.

Time: Opening session will begin as shown; all other times are approximate.

9:01 a.am. CALL TO ORDER - Scott Merriman, Commission Vice Chair
e Call of the Roll
o Chair Holly Williams, Vice Chair Scott Merriman, Ali
Raad, Alfie Alvarado-Ramos, Sophia Danenberg and
Laurie Connelly
e Introduction of Staff
o Director Diana Dupuis; Executive Assistant Becki Ellison;
Business Support Services Division Director Laura
Holmes; Workforce, Technology and Equity Division
Director Amber Erdahl; External & Legislative Relations
Division Director Brian Considine; Operations Director
Jon Crimmins; Parks Development Director Heather
Saunders; and Stewardship Director Lisa Lantz, and
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Director Janette Chien
o Assistant Attorney General Andy Woo

e Changes to agenda


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvw.org%2Fwatch%2F%3FeventID%3D2026071009&data=05%7C02%7Cbecki.ellison%40parks.wa.gov%7C24390159b1364031447008dec57ec092%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639165345397537605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4p6Pc%2FvvhhYfUFY4rP2O5TPvZmFBfWuomoWr61m7R28%3D&reserved=0
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9:03 a.m.

9:31 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

9:57 a.m.

10:53 a.m.

11:06 a.m.

11:59 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

e Logistics

AGENCY REQUEST LEGISLATION - Brian Considine, External &

Legislative Relations Division Director

e This presentation provides the commission an update on the
development of 2027 agency request legislation that will be submitted
to the Governor’s Office in September.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - Brian Considine, External & Legislative

Relations Division Director

e This presentation provides an update to the commission on interim
work with the Legislature and agency strategic goals before the start of
the 2027 legislative session.

2027 SUPPLEMENTAL OPERATING BUDGET REQUEST UPDATE-
Laura Holmes, Business Services Division Director and Van Church,
Budget Director
e This presentation provides the Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission with an update on the development of
the 2027 supplemental operating budget request that will be
submitted to Office of Financial Management in September.

2027-29 OPERATING BUDGET REQUEST UPDATE - Laura Holmes,

Business Services Division Director and Van Church, Budget Director

e This presentation provides the Washington State Parks and Recreation
Commission with an update on the development of the 2027-29
biennial budget request that will be submitted to Office of Financial
Management in September.

BREAK

CAPITAL BUDGET REQUEST UPDATE - Kyle Murphy, Capital Program
Manager and Jen Knutson, Capital Budget Manager
e This presentation provides an update to the Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission on the development of the
2027-29 capital biennial budget request that will be submitted to
Office of Financial Management in September.

LUNCH

FORT WORDEN OPERATIONS UPDATE - Chris Holm, Fort Worden
Campus Business Manager and Michael Hankinson, Planning Manager
e This presentation provides an update to the Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission on long-term planning and
operations activities at the Fort Worden campus.



2:00 p.m. 2027 COMMISSION DATES AND LOCATIONS - Becki Ellison,
Executive Assistant
e This item discusses with the Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission the logistics around the 2027
commission meeting dates and locations.

2:15p.m. BREAK

2:45p.m. WESTPORT LIGHT STATE PARK UPDATE - Lisa Lantz, Stewardship
Director and Heather Saunders, Parks Development Director
o This item provides a staff update to the Washington State Parks
and Recreation Commission related to a proposal to develop a
Scottish-links style golf course at Westport Light State Park.

4:04 p.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commission Vice Chair Scott Merriman:

“The Commission will enter executive session at 4:10 pm to discuss potential litigation with the
Commission’s assigned legal counsel pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i). The executive session is
expected to end at 5:00 pm. The Commission will adjourn after the conclusion of the executive session.”

5:00 p.m.
Commission Vice Chair Scott Merriman:
“The Commission will extend executive session to 5:15 p.m.”

5:15p.m. ADJOURN



Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission

July 9, 2026
Department of Ecology, 300 Desmond Dr SE, Lacey, WA 98503

Commissioners: Chair Holly Williams, Vice Chair Scott Merriman, Ali Raad, Alfie Alvarado-
Ramos, Laurie Connelly and Sophia Danenberg
Director: Diana Dupuis

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission will be holding their regularly
scheduled commission meeting in-person on July 9, 2026. Please note that this is a
hybrid meeting, you are welcome to attend in-person or online. We ask for patience as
we navigate these hybrid meetings and want to remind you that attending in-person is
the most reliable option.

You may participate remotely by listening and/or watching using the following link:

Watch the meeting on TVW: https://tvw.org/watch/?eventlD=2026071013

Time: Opening session will begin as shown; all other times are approximate.

Order of Presentation: In general, each agenda item will include a presentation
followed by Commission discussion and then public comment. The Commission makes
decisions following the public comment portion of the agenda.

In-Person Public Comment:

We will be accepting in-person oral public comment at the meeting. If you wish to
comment at a meeting, please fill out a comment card and provide it to staff at the sign
in table. The Chair will call you up to the front at the appropriate time.

Virtual Public Comment:

Virtual public comment will be accepted for our public meeting. To provide virtual
comment you will need to be able to join the Attendee Web link from your computer (no
phone option available). Pre-registration is required. To register email
commission@parks.wa.gov by 5 pm on July 3. Please provide the name you will be
logging in under, contact phone number as well as the agenda item or general topic you
will be speaking on. You will receive an email by noon on July 6 with specific
instructions around virtual testimony.

Written Public Comment:

Written public comment will be accepted for all agenda items until 5 p.m. on July 3 by
email or mail. Any comments received after the cutoff will be given to the commission
before its next meeting.

Email: Commission@parks.wa.gov
Mail: WSPRC, Attn: Becki Ellison, PO Box 42650, Olympia, WA 98504.
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You can find the agenda, agenda items and presentations on our website.
https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-
commission/commission-meetings-agendas
The meeting minutes and recording will be loaded within one week after the meeting.

9:00 a.m. CALL TO ORDER - Holly Williams, Commission Chair
e Flag Salute — Michael Mataya, Administrative Assistant
e Call of the Roll
o Chair Holly Williams, Vice Chair Scott Merriman, Ali
Raad, Alfie Alvarado-Ramos, Sophia Danenberg and
Laurie Connelly
¢ Introduction of Staff
o Director Diana Dupuis; Executive Assistant Becki Ellison;
Business Support Services Director Laura Holmes;
Workforce, Technology and Equity Director Amber
Erdahl; Operations Director Jon Crimmins; Parks
Development Director Heather Saunders; Stewardship
Director Lisa Lantz and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Director Janette Chien.
o Assistant Attorney General Andy Woo

¢ Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Statement
o We respect and affirm tribal sovereignty and honor
indigenous peoples whose traditional lands we
occupy. The State Parks and Recreation Commission is
committed to working with all Tribes to help preserve and
restore a healthy natural environment for future
Recognition of State, Tribal and Local Officials
e Changes to the Agenda
o Add requested action to move the October 2026
commission dates
o Add Heath Yeats service pin
o Add presentation from the Office of the Washington State
Auditor - Stewardship Award at 1:00 p.m.
= Approval of the Agenda
e Motion by Laurie Connelly to approve the
agenda as amended. Second by Scott
Merriman. Approved unanimously as
amended.
e Logistics
e Approval of minutes of previous meeting
o April 16, 2026 — Spokane
» Motion by Scott Merriman to approve the minutes
as presented. Second by Alfie Alvarado-Ramos.
Approved unanimously as presented.
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9:05a.m. VIRTUAL PUBLIC COMMENT - general public comment and items on
the agenda
¢ Meghan Anderson, Westport Light State Park
e Arthur Grunbaum — Friends of Grays Harbor, Westport Light
State Park

9:10 a.am. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS - /tems not on the agenda

e Jim VanLobenSels — General Manager - Mount Spokane Ski
Area — comments regarding ltem E-2

e Thomas Cappa, Manager, City of Westport — Westport Light
State Park

e Peter Steelquist — Surfrider Foundation - Westport Light State
Park

e Ryann Day, - Westport Golf — Westport Light State Park

e Xander Bullock — Westport Golf — Westport Light State Park

9:28 a.m.  PRE-ARRANGED SPEAKERS
e Friends of Fort Flagler State Park (FOFF)

9:142a.m. REQUESTED ACTION

ltem E-1: Spokane River Centennial State Park Trail - City of Spokane Valley - Flora
Road River Trail Project

This item asks the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission to approve a
proposal to delegate authority to the Director to negotiate a thirty (30) year Easement
Agreement with the City of Spokane Valley for approximately 16 acres of State Parks
property, authorizing the City to develop a pedestrian trail with viewpoints, perform
forest health treatments and wildfire fuel mitigation, and maintain the area for public
use. This item also asks the Commission to consider an update to the land
classifications at Spokane River Centennial State Park Trail

REQUESTED ACTION OF COMMISSION:
That the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
1. Authorize the Director or designee to grant a thirty (30)-year easement
agreement with the City of Spokane Valley substantially in the form of that in
Appendix 5.
2. Approve changing the trail's land classification designation to Recreation from
Resource Recreation, as shown in Appendix 3.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

Motion by Laurie Connelly to approve the staff recommendation as proposed in the
Requested Action above. Second by Ali Raad. Approved unanimously as presented.
Sophia Danenberg was excused absent for vote.




10:03 a.m. REQUESTED ACTION

Item E2: Mount Spokane State Park Master Plan

This item asks the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission (Commission)
to adopt land classifications and long-term park boundaries and approve a Master Plan
for Mount Spokane State Park.

REQUESTED ACTION OF COMMISSION:
That the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission:

1. Adopt revised land classifications and long-term park boundary for Mount
Spokane State Park, as recommended by staff and shown in Appendix 1.

2. Approve Nordic skiing as a conditional activity on the existing trail within the
Ragged Ridge Natural Area, consistent with the Ragged Ridge Natural Area
Management Plan included in Appendix 2.

3. Rescind the following previously approved plans:

i. CAMP Products (1999, 2003)
ii. Master Facilities Plan (2010)
iii. Interpretive Plan (2009)
iv. Trail Plan (2014); and
4. Approve the Mount Spokane State Park Master Plan, as shown in Appendix 3.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

Motion by Scott Merriman to approve the staff recommendation as proposed in the
Requested Action above. Second by Laurie Connelly. Approved unanimously as
presented. Sophia Danenberg was excused absent for vote.

10:33 a.m. BREAK

10:50 a.m. REQUESTED ACTION

ltem E-3: Washington Wildlife and Recreation Grants Program — State Parks Category
— Project Evaluation

This item asks the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission to evaluate
mission alignment and rank grant projects proposed for funding in the State Parks
category of the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program.

REQUESTED ACTION OF COMMISSION:

That the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission:

1. Approve the ranked project list for the WWRP — State Parks category projects as
recommended by staff.

2. Authorize staff to submit the approved ranked project list to the Recreation and
Conservation Office for inclusion in the WWRP State Parks project evaluation
process.



PUBLIC COMMENT:

None

Motion by Laurie Connelly to approve the staff recommendation as proposed in the
Requested Action with changes to the list as follows: 11 Larabee Boat Launch
Accessibility; 12 Nisqually Trail Improvements; 13 Lake Easton State Park- Cabins
Development; and 14 Mount Spokane Day Mountain Phase 3. Second by Scott
Merriman. Approved unanimously.

Washington Wildlife and Recreation

State Park Category
2026 Project Evaluation
Preliminary | o ject# Project Name = JAverage | o uest
Ranking # Merriman Willi 1l b Alvarado-R Raad Score
1 26-1386 |Tolmie Trail System Improvements 12 15 9 15 12 126 $166,000|
2 26-1385 |Willapa Hills Trail Mile 13 Bridge Replacement 14 7 11 12 10 10.8 $989,000
3 26-1399 |Deception Pass-Ben Ure Isl.-Shadel Property Acquisition 13 10 6 9 14 104 $915,180)
3 | 26-14%0 [SouthWhidbey Wilbert Trail Boardwalk _ 15 | 8 7 11 11 104 | $1,313,000
4 26-1525 |Riverside-Indian Bluff BNSF ROW Acquisition 11 11 10 10 5 9.4 $505,000|
5 26-1520 |Saint Edward-Bastyr Forest 3 12 15 8 6 8.8 $3,285,000
6 26-1347 |Green River Gorge-lcy Creek Ridge Phase 4 Acquisition 2 13 14 1 13 8.6 $3,000,000
7 26-1348 |Washougal River-Reister Property Acquisition 4 14 13 7 3 8.2 $3,200,000
8 26-1306 |Riverside State Park Glen Tana Trailhead & Trails 9 4 12 14 1 8 $650,000|
9 26-1346 |Inholdings and Adjacent Properties 2026 10 9 8 6 4 74 $1,500,000
10 26-1422 |Kopachuck Beach Area Development 7 5 1 4 15 6.4 $2,209,000
11 26-1511 |Lake Easton State Park-Cabins Development 1 2 4 13 5/ 5.4 $1,688,000
11 26-1384 |Nisqually Trail System Improvements 8 3 2 5 9 54 $4,049,000]
12 26-1378 |Larrabee Boat Launch Accessibility Improvements 6 6 3 3 8 5.2 $896,000
13 26-1506 |Mt. Spokane Day Mountain Phase 3 5 1 5 2 2 3 $1.704.000[

11:24 a.am. RECOGNITION
e Fort Casey Friends Group Volunteer Award

e Service Pins

o Ryan Karlson - 25 years state and parks
o Brian Yearout - 25 years state and parks
o Heath Yeats - 25 years state and parks

e Gold Stars

o Hunter Welch, Daniel Goodwin, Eva Schmidt

12:03 p.m. LUNCH

1:00 p.m.

Award - Pat McCarthy, State Auditor

PRESENTATION: Office of the Washington State Auditor - Stewardship




1:17 p.m. REPORT

ltem E-4: Financial Update

This item reports to the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission on 1)
State Parks’ 2025-27 biennium operating and capital budget expenditures and 2) Parks
Renewal and Stewardship Account (PRSA) revenue.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

ACTION:
Report only, no action taken

1:27 p.m. REQUESTED ACTION

ltem E-5: October 2026 Commission Dates

This item asks the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission to reschedule
the commission work session and commission meeting from October 14 and 15, 2026
to October 21 and 22, 2026. The change in dates is to accommodate the Centennial
Accord which has been scheduled for the commissions October 2026 approved dates.

REQUESTED ACTION FROM COMMISSION:

That the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission:
1. Reschedule the October 2026 commission work session and commission
meeting dates to October 21 and October 22, 2026.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

Motion by Scott Merriman to reschedule the October 2026 commission meeting to a
one-day meeting on October 21, 2026. Second by Alfie Alvarado-Ramos. Approved
unanimously.

1:40p.m. COMMISSIONER REPORTS

2:11 p.m. COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS
e Real Estate
e Legislative and Tribal Relations
e Budget
e Executive

2:18 p.m. DIRECTOR REPORT




2:27 p.m. BREAK

2:41p.m. EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP UPDATES

4:10 p.m. ADJOURN
Submitted by Becki Ellison, Executive Assistant July 9, 2026
A recording is retained by WSPRC as the formal record of meeting. The recording is accessible on the

park’s website approximately one week after the meeting - Commission meetings & agendas |
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission

The services, programs, and activities of the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission are
covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you need special accommodations to participate
in this meeting, please contact the commission assistant Becki Ellison at (360) 902-8502 or
becki.ellison@parks.wa.gov. Accommodation requests should be received at least five business days
prior to the meeting to ensure availability. Please provide 7-day notice for requests to receive information
in an alternative format and for ASL/ESL interpretation requests.
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