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Today’s objectives

• Provide update on WGL EIS 

• Discuss policy implications

• Review potential legal timelines

• Discuss regulatory issues
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Proposal:  

Championship links 

golf course and 

associated amenities 

at Westport Light
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EIS Update
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State Environmental Policy Act

• Environmental review required of all actions taken by an agency to 

authorize a proposal, including:

–New/continuing activities financed, assisted, conducted, regulated, or approved

–New/revised rules, regulations, plans, policies, or procedures
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Environmental Impact Statements

• Required for proposals “having a probable significant, 

adverse environmental impact.”

• EIS process

– Provides opportunities to provide input

– Improves proposals from environmental perspective

– Provides decision-makers with environmental information

– Provides information for conditioning or denying a proposal
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EIS Timeline Requirements

DEIS issued
End of DEIS 

Comment period
Earliest date of  

action
FEIS issued

30 Days
(extension 
possible)

60 days 7 daysLegally required review 
periods
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WGL EIS Timeline

4/7/25

DEIS issued

6/9/25

End of DEIS 
Comment period

Earliest date of  
action

FEIS issued

Current step:
Preliminary FEIS 
under review
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Purpose of SEPA comments

• Are the SEPA documents complete and accurate?

• Do they provide enough information to analyze likely environmental 

impacts?

• Do they identify mitigation measures to avoid adverse impacts?

• Is the evaluation and Determination of Significance supported by findings 

and conclusions?

• Are there alternatives that address the proposal’s purpose and need?
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WGL DEIS Comments 

• 1,289 comments received on DEIS

• Approximately 175 comment letters receiving 

detailed responses
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Final EIS

• Preliminary draft complete

• Agency review complete

• FEIS release date to be determined
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Policy review
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Declaration of policy – Lands for public park 

purposes (RCW 79A.05.305)

Lands for public park purposes to be acquired and managed to:

1. Maintain and enhance ecological, aesthetic, and recreational purposes;

2. Preserve and maintain mature and old-growth forests containing trees of over ninety years and 
other unusual ecosystems as natural forests or natural areas, which may also be used for 
interpretive purposes;

3. Protect cultural and historical resources, locations, and artifacts, which may also be used for 
interpretive purposes;

4. Provide a variety of recreational opportunities to the public, including but not limited to use of 
developed recreation areas, trails, and natural areas;

5. Preserve and maintain habitat which will protect and promote endangered, threatened, and 
sensitive plants, endangered, threatened, and sensitive animal species
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Agency SEPA Rules – WAC 352-11-665

Overriding agency policy is to:

• Avoid or mitigate adverse environmental impacts that may result from the agency’s 
decisions

• Give environmental amenities and values appropriate consideration in decision making, 
along with economic and technical considerations

• Use its substantive SEPA authority to mitigate environmental impacts by conditioning or 
denying a project 

• Use agency policies, plans, rules, and regulations to mitigate significant adverse 
environmental impacts of agency actions 
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Natural Areas Policy 73-04-1
“State Parks recognizes that rivers, streams, and wetlands within the lands it 
manages are part of larger watersheds, and as such, the agency will help to 
protect these habitats by minimizing functional impacts to them and the 
processes they perform…State Parks will ensure its actions do not 
contribute to a net loss in the acreage or function of the State’s wetlands. 
State Parks will limit construction in, or impacts to, wetlands except where 
consistent with Commission-adopted park plans…or where necessary to 
provide access to a significant public interpretive or educational opportunity 
and conditions allow for mitigation of associated impacts.”
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Existing Wetland 
Conditions
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DEIS Action Alternatives
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Westport Light CAMP

• Revised in 2016

• Did not identify golf course need

• 34-acre RCA
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Critical Areas

GMA requires local governments to adopt regulations 

protecting critical areas.  Statute defines five types:

–Wetlands

–Areas with critical recharging effect on aquifers used for 

potable water

– Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas

– Frequently flooded areas

–Geologically hazardous areas
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Critical Areas Policy 70-03-1

“New park facility developments shall 

not be built in critical areas except 

where the theme, character, quality 

or other park planning provides 

overriding justification for 

development in such areas, and 

appropriate mitigation can be 

provided.”
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Critical Areas Policy 70-03-1

“When a new park facility 

development is justified in a 

critical area, environmental permit 

considerations shall be 

prerequisite to the planning, 

design and scope of the 

development.”
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Critical Areas Policy 70-03-1

“When a new park facility development is 

justified within a critical area, the development 

shall be limited such that its assumed life and 

costs to abandon is an acceptable risk of loss.”
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Climate Change Resolution

“NOW AND THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 

that the Washington State Parks and 

Recreation Commission hereby directs that 

actions taken at all levels of the agency 

shall be evaluated in the context of climate 

change…”
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Vulnerability to Climate Change

• Exposure

• Sensitivity

• Adaptive Capacity
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Vulnerability to Climate Change

• Exposure
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Vulnerability to Climate Change

• Sensitivity
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Land Classification
• Recreation areas (pink) are suited and/or 

developed for high-intensity outdoor 
recreational use, conference, cultural and/or 
educational centers, or other uses serving large 
numbers of people.  

• Resource recreation areas (blue) are suited 
and/or developed for natural and/or cultural 
resource-based medium-intensity and low-
intensity outdoor recreational use.
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Questions
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Legal Timelines

3
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Regulatory Issues

3
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