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National Safe Boating Week is an annual campaign to educate the public about
many boating safety practices. The campaign will take place from May 17 - 23 in
2025. This campaign reminds boaters to make responsible decisions a daily habit,
such as always wearing a life jacket, never boating under the influence, carrying the
right equipment, knowing navigational rules and more.

Use the resources below to craft your own messages for release during this week to
join the conversation and strengthen the boating safety messages!

Washington State Recreational Boating Safety Statistics
According to Washington’s recreational boating incident data, in 2024:

+ 13 people lost their lives in fatal boating incidents.

+  46% of these fatalities involved human-powered watercraft.

+  54% involved non-human-powered watercraft.

+  85% of victims were not wearing a life jacket at the time of the incident.
* One fatality was confirmed to involve alcohol or drugs.

+ Victims ranged in age from 11 to 54 years old.

Key Message: Always wear a life jacket

State law requires all vessels, including canoes, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards to have at
least one properly fitted Coast Guard-approved life jacket for each person onboard. All children,
age 12 and younger must always wear one. The Boating Program encourages all boaters to wear
their life jackets every time they go out on the water.

Wear your Life Jacket to Work Day

We encourage all boaters to participate in Wear Your Life Jacket at Work Day on May 16, 2025, the
day before National Safe Boating Week. No matter where boaters are working, they can join in the
fun by wearing their life jacket and posting creative pictures on social media. This is a great way to

encourage others to boat responsibly.

Other Tips for Boating Safety

Get educated
All boaters and paddlers are responsible for knowing the

laws and keeping themselves and others safe.

Avoid alcohol and drugs
Washington state’s Boating Under the Influence (BUI) law
applies to all boats including kayaks, canoes, rowboats

and inflatable fishing rafts.
Bring communication devices

Boaters should carry two forms of communication that
will work when wet, such as a whistle, waterproof cell

phone or VHF marine radio.

For more information, visit parks.wa.gov/Boating | (360) 902-8555

Check and understand the weather
Boaters should check the weather frequently before and
during their boating excursion, keeping an eye on current

conditions and forecasts.

Beware of Cold Water Shock

The biggest risk is not hypothermia, its cold-water shock,
which occurs in the first stage of immersion. Boaters need
to take caution and prepare themselves by always wear-

ing a life jacket.
Use an Engine Cut-Off Switch

Boaters are encouraged to use their engine cut-off switch
every time they go boating.
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Example Social Media Posts:

» Gear up for a responsible and fun boating season with #nationalsafeboatingweek!
* Being a responsible boater creates endless possibilities. #safeboating

* Heading out on the water? Make sure you are prepared and always wear a life jacket #safe-
boating

* The weather is getting nicer and many of you are heading out on the water soon. Make sure
your life jacket and other gear is functioning properly. #safeboating

« Safety isn’t optional, always make sure your life jacket fits properly and is in good condition
before heading out on the water. #safeboating

« Heading out to enjoy a nice day on the water? Make sure you and your family are prepared
with the right style and fit life jackets. #safeboating

Where to Find Resources

https://safeboatingcampaign.com/resources/national-safe-boating-week-toolkit/

https://www.parks.wa.gov/1211/National-Safe-Boating-Week

https://safeboatingcampaign.com/resources/

Photos & Graphics Short on Time?

We’ve provided a few photos for your use + Post existing imagery you might have
along with this email, but there are many on hand, don’t worry about making it
resources online for images to use with credit. look perfect! The message is the most

important part.
U.S. Coast Guard photo library: https://uscg-

boqtinq.orq/muItimedia/goIIeru » Reshare content from other sources to

help boost existing messaging. Some

Boat Beat photo library: https://boatbeat.org/ great accounts are:
photo-library/ + Safe Boating Campaign

« National Safe Boating Council
National Safe Boating Council https://www. « Washington State Parks
safeboatingcouncil.org/resources/photo-li- * National Weather Service
brary/

Through repeated exposure to safety messaging, we can promote boating safety practices with
the intention of reducing fatal boating accidents in the state. We’ll provide a monthly toolkit
that will support you in sharing key boating safety messages during the boating season. For
questions or additional support please contact Ashley.Seydel@parks.wa.gov

For more information, visit parks.wa.gov/Boating | (360) 902-8555 April 2025
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