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MINUTES: 

Approved January 29, 2026 

Work Session Agenda 
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 

   
November 19,2025, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Virtual/WSPRC HQ, 300 Desmond Dr Se, Lacey, WA 98503  
 

Commissioners:  Chair Laurie Connelly, Vice Chair Holly Williams, Secretary Ali Raad, 
Michael Latimer, Alfie Alvarado-Ramos, Scott Merriman and Sophia Danenberg 

Director: Diana Dupuis 
 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission will be holding their regularly 
scheduled work session virtually on November 19, 2025. Please note that this is an 
online meeting.  We will be providing a meeting space for the public to watch at the 
WSPRCHQ, 300 Desmond Dr Se, Lacey, WA 98503. Staff/commissioners will be 
attending virtually. 
 
You may participate remotely by listening and/or watching using the following link: 
Watch the meeting on TVW: https://tvw.org/watch/?eventID=2025111000  

 

You can find the agenda and presentations on our website: 

https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-commission  

Public Comment:  The public is invited to attend, but no verbal public comment will be 
taken at this meeting.   
 
Written Public Comment:   
Written public comments will be accepted for all agenda items until 5 p.m. on November 
14 by email or mail. Any comments received after the cutoff will be given to the 
commission before its next meeting.  

Email: Commission@parks.wa.gov 
Mail: WSPRC, Attn: Becki Ellison, PO Box 42650, Olympia, WA 98504. 

You can find the agenda, agenda items and presentations on our website. 
https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-

commission/commission-meetings-agendas 

  The meeting minutes and recording will be loaded within one week after the meeting.  
 

Time: Opening session will begin as shown; all other times are approximate. 
 
9:00 a.m.  CALL TO ORDER – Holly Williams, Vice Chair 

• Call of the Roll 
o Chair Laurie Connelly, Vice Chair Holly Williams, 

Secretary Ali Raad, Michael Latimer, Sophia Danenberg, 
Alfie Alvarado-Ramos and Scott Merriman 

• Introduction of Staff 
o Director Diana Dupuis; Deputy Director Mike Sternback; 

Executive Assistant Becki Ellison; Business Support 
Services Division Director Laura Holmes; Workforce, 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvw.org%2Fwatch%2F%3FeventID%3D2025111000&data=05%7C02%7Cbecki.ellison%40parks.wa.gov%7C9f15834069564b77a55908dd5844cc7b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638763774697259830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KzPzHixy%2Fk80ot26s31%2FPhy9fmf8YRWoryLqE8ohpfs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tvw.org%2Fwatch%2F%3FclientID%3D9375922947%26eventID%3D2023081006&data=05%7C01%7CBecki.Ellison%40parks.wa.gov%7C7055f53b51f5479a35f008db8de7f4b2%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638259799610687968%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hlK0BhWwRa8RSpq4j3zJk7nMqOSKvdyW8SWWVP98eqA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tvw.org%2Fwatch%2F%3FclientID%3D9375922947%26eventID%3D2023081006&data=05%7C01%7CBecki.Ellison%40parks.wa.gov%7C7055f53b51f5479a35f008db8de7f4b2%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638259799610687968%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hlK0BhWwRa8RSpq4j3zJk7nMqOSKvdyW8SWWVP98eqA%3D&reserved=0
https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-commission
mailto:Commission@parks.wa.gov
https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-commission/commission-meetings-agendas
https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-commission/commission-meetings-agendas
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Technology and Equity Division Director Amber Erdahl; 
Legislative Relations and Public Affairs Division Director 
Brian Considine; Operations Director Jon Crimmins; 
Parks Development Director Heather Saunders; 
Stewardship Director Lisa Lantz; Communications 
Director Clare DeLong Tuminez; and Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Director Janette Chien. 

o Assistant Attorney General Joe Panesko 

• Indigenous Land Acknowledgement  
o We respect and affirm tribal sovereignty and honor 

indigenous peoples whose traditional lands we 
occupy.  The State Parks and Recreation Commission is 
committed to working with all Tribes to help preserve and 
restore a healthy natural environment for future 
generations. 

• Changes to agenda – Executive Session not needed 

• Logistics 
 
9:04 a.m.    2023-25 FINANCIAL UPDATE – Laura Holmes, Business Support Services 

Director 
• This item reports to the Washington State Parks and Recreation 

Commission on 1) 2025-2027 biennium operating and capital 
budget, and 2) Parks Renewal and Stewardship Account 
(PRSA) revenue. 

 
9:22 a.m.    SAINT EDWARD STATE PARK – Nikki Fields, Planning and Real Estate 

Program Manager and Ken Graham, Real Estate Program Manager 

• This item reports to the Washington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission on a request from The Lodge at Saint Edward, 
LLC, to approve a Letter of Consent for State Parks to allow a 
subdivision of their leasehold parcel into two lots. Kevin Daniels, 
James Daniels, and Dan Webster, Daniels Real Estate, will join 
the conversation. 

 
9:56 a.m.    MOUNT SPOKANE PLANNING UPDATE – Melinda Wolfman, Parks 

Planner and Paul Knowles, Trails Program Manager 

• This item reports to the Washington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission on the Mount Spokane State Park Master Plan 
including the Draft Preferred Recommendation and input 
provided to date, as well as next steps and timeline.  

 
10:31 a.m.  2026 GRANT PROJECT LIST– Nikki Fields, Planning and Real Estate 

Program Manager 

• This item provides an update to the Washington State Parks 
and Recreation Commission on the process to develop a grant 
list for the 2026 Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) 
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grant round and shares the preliminary grant list in preparation 
for a requested action to approve the list in January 2026 

   
11:20 a.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Not needed 
 
10:59 a.m. ADJOURN 
Submitted by Becki Ellison, Executive Assistant   November 19, 2025 
 
A recording is retained by WSPRC as the formal record of meeting. The recording is accessible on the park’s website approxima tely 
one week after the meeting - https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-commission/commission-
meetings-agendas 
 
 
The services, programs, and activities of the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission are covered by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting, please contact the commission 
assistant Becki Ellison at (360) 902-8502 or becki.ellison@parks.wa.gov. Accommodation requests should be received at least five 
business days prior to the meeting to ensure availability. Please provide 7-day notice for requests to receive information in an 
alternative format and for ASL/ESL interpretation requests. 
 

https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-commission/commission-meetings-agendas
https://parks.wa.gov/about/strategic-planning-projects-public-input/parks-commission/commission-meetings-agendas

