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RECREATION COMMISSION

OPERATING BUDGET REQUEST

Accessible Parks and ADA Compliance ($189,000)

A federal ADA settlement now requires State Parks to address more than 8,000 accessibility barriers statewide
under strict DOJ deadlines. This request funds a critical technical position to lead on-the-ground assessments
and planning, helping the state meet its legal obligations, reduce long-term costs and ensure people with
disabilities can safely and equitably enjoy their state parks.

World Cup 2026 Water Safety ($250,000)

State Parks is partnering with Kenmore Air and the Recreational Boating Association of Washington to
proactively strengthen water safety ahead of the 2026 World Cup in Seattle. This coordinated effort will
enhance public safety as the region welcomes thousands of additional visitors, particularly on Lake Union and
other high-traffic Seattle waterways.

CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS

Statewide ADA Compliance ($2 million)

A federal ADA settlement requires State Parks to remove more than 8,000 accessibility barriers by 2031. This
work is now estimated to cost $110 million, far exceeding the resources provided in the initial $3 million
appropriation. Additional funding is critical to accelerate this legally-mandated effort, protect the state from
legal and financial risk and deliver safer, equitable access to state parks for all visitors.

Statewide Facility and Infrastructure Backlog Reduction ($2.5 million)

Underfunded maintenance of State Parks’ infrastructure threatens visitor safety, increases long-term costs
and can even force partial park closures. Investing in small-scale, in-house renovations and repairs allows us
to proactively address critical maintenance needs before they become major failures. Continued funding is
essential to protect public assets and maintain high-quality experiences for more than 40 million annual
visitors.

Statewide Electric, Water and Sewer Infrastructure ($3.5 million)

Critical utility systems in many parks have exceeded their service life, putting public health, park operations
and the environment at risk. We’re often faced with costly emergency repairs. Proactive, system-wide
upgrades reduces long-term costs and strengthens the reliability and sustainability of our essential services.

Statewide Restroom and Comfort Station Replacement ($5.25 million)

With 72 restroom and comfort station facilities beyond their useful life, and restroom quality ranking among
the top issues in visitor feedback, the need for replacement is urgent. This investment launches a sustained,
statewide effort to replace the oldest facilities and design the next set of upgrades.

Statewide Marine Facilities ($1.6 million)
Upgrades include docks, piers, buoys and boat ramps that meet current safety and habitat standards, and
are critical for public recreation, Tribal access and coastal community tourism.

DID YOU KNOW

State Parks agency budget

Over half of our operating budget funds come from self-generated revenue: 71%
e 27% from camping and roofed accommodations éﬁ\ﬁ;ﬁi
e 29% from Discover Pass sales

« 15% from other revenue and donations
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CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS

Statewide Code/Regulatory Compliance ($1.5 million)

Regulatory changes and unexpected facility conditions can require immediate upgrades that fall outside
the normal budget cycle, risking closures, safety issues and costly delays. This funding provides the
flexibility to quickly address emergent code and compliance needs so we can act immediately to maintain
safety, avoid liability and prevent park closures.

Nisqually New Full-Service Park ($11.7 million)

Phase 1 of the new full-service campground at Nisqually State Park, built in partnership with the Nisqually
Indian Tribe, lays the critical infrastructure needed for overnight stays and sustainable revenue generation.
It includes development of utilities, roads and base site preparation for 60 campsites and 10 cabins.

Millersylvania State Park Welcome Center and Entrance Modifications ($630,000)

Millersylvania’s entrance road and welcome center sit in a low-lying wetland that regularly floods, blocking
access, damaging infrastructure and driving up maintenance costs. Relocating the welcome center to
higher ground and improving the entrance road will protect year-round access, improve accessibility and
restore the wetland to its natural function.

lke Kinswa State Park Bulkhead Replacement ($1.6 million)
lke Kinswa is in need of new bulkheads to protect public safety and prevent further shoreline erosion. It’s
beach is one of Lewis County’s few public lake access points.

Federation Forest State Park Interpretive Center Remodel ($1.57million)

The Catherine Montgomery Interpretive Center is one of our most outdated facilities and has significant
ADA barriers that limit access. This long-planned remodel is co-designed with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
and General Federation of Women’s Clubs.

AGENCY REQUEST LEGISLATION

SB 5234 /HB 2139: Snowmobile Registration Fees

Snowmobile recreation is big business for our economy, but our ability to keep it up is at risk. We’re facing
reduced service and trail access without additional revenue, limiting recreation and the economic benefits
to surrounding communities. Over the last 20 years, registrations have decreased over 50%, while costs for
critical trail grooming contractors have increased 56%. This bill increases snowmobile registration fees from
S50 to $75 and vintage snowmobile registration fees from $12 to $18 to provide much needed funding for
this program.

SB 6013/HB 2272: Updating Ski Lift Equipment Inspection Terms

Washington State Parks is responsible for setting and enforcing regulations for all ski area facilities
equipment. This bill will revise the technical language used in RCW 79A.40 and RCW 79A.45 to remove
outdated terminology.

Contact Information

Brian Considine, External & Legislative Relations Director
(360) 701-5326 | brian.considine@parks.wa.gov

WASHINGTON
STATE PARKS

1913
{



