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The first Folk & Traditional Arts Program event at Washington State Parks was on 
December 11, 2004 at Fort Columbia State Park and featured the poetry, storytelling, 
and music of commercial fishers. In 2005, a full slate of concerts, festivals, and 
workshops welcomed state park visitors to engage with the arts and cultural heritage 
of a wide range of Washingtonians. As we celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the 
Folk & Traditional Arts Program, we reflect on the immense energy and passion of the 
staff and community partners who make our work possible. 

Makaela Kroin, Program Coordinator, and Kuen Kuen Spichiger, Program Specialist.
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Foreword

Thanks to our park staff, 
volunteers, friends and families

Thanks to our Funders & Partners
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Connection

LEFT 1 & 2: Grilled King salmon and fry bread at Salish Sea Day at Deception Pass 
State Park. LEFT 3: Hairy gourds/fuzzy melons and banana flowers for sale at 

Cambodian Cultural Celebration at Saltwater State Park. LEFT 4 & 5: Conchas, a 
traditional Mexican sweet bread, and Tamales, a traditional Mesoamerican dish 

made of masa, served at the Latino Leadership Network Hispanic Heritage Month 
(LLN HHM) Celebration at Millersylvania State Park. LEFT 6: Interpretive Specialist, 

Isa Villa, interacts with the children at the Afghan Advantage Celebration at Lake 
Sammmaish State Park. LEFT 7: Youth enjoy Khao Piek cooking class hosted by 

Lao Community Service Center at the UCL family retreat at Ramblewood Retreat 
Center at Sequim Bay State Park. RIGHT: Attendees make flower crowns at Skandia 

Midsommarfest Festival at Saint Edward State Park. 
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“The 
ladies 
and 
their 
families 
really 
enjoyed 
exploring the 
park and doing 
activities provided by the 
Park Ranger on your team 
and shared a traditional 
Afghan meal.” 

– Afghan Advantage Celebration, 
Lake Sammamish State Park

11,890 visitors

The Folk & Traditional 
Arts Program cultivates 

space where people 
can interact with one 

another and nature with 
curiosity, creativity, 

and playfulness. 
From concerts to 

camp outs, our 
programs bring 

people together to 
celebrate a common 

heritage or to learn 
about the traditions 

of others. Community 
gatherings make parks 

more welcoming to 
many new visitors. 

364 artists, culture bearers, and organizers



Sustainability

TOP left: Show Brazil performers and an attendee dance at the 
American Roots Concert Series at Deception Pass State Park. 
TOP right: Ezza Rose performs at the Waikiki Beach Concert 
Series at Cape Disappointment State Park. MIDDLE left: La 

Nueva Novedad perform at the LLN HHM Celebration at 
Millersylvania State Park. MIDDLE right: Participants learn 

about calendula from an herbalist at the Salish Sea Folk 
Arts Festival at Moran State Park. BOTTOM: Participants and 
partners pose for a picture at the Sundaes Outside Camp Out 

at Deception Pass State Park. Photo by Outside Thinc LLC.

“Thank 
you for 
making this experience 
painless and accessible to 
others. It was a very non-
threatening way to get 
those afraid of camping 
into the camping spirit! 
There was a good mix of 
learning opportunities 
and cultural expression.” 

– Participant, Sundaes Outside 
Camp Out, Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center, Deception Pass State 
Park

Parks are public resources where we balance the complex 
needs of humans with a responsibility to steward our natural 

ecosystems. Folk & Traditional Arts programs can build 
deeper relationships with communities to better communicate 
the challenges of managing finite and fragile resources. When 
we invest in relationships with visitors and park neighbors, we 

foster a sense of ownership of public resources.  
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Advocacy
Our institutions are rooted in systems that 
do not serve all communities equally. 
We believe that curiosity, creativity, 
and relationship building are key to 
meeting communities where they are. 
We provide funding and resources to 
artists, cultural groups, and community 
organizers to co-create culturally 
responsive programs. We are proud to share our 
programs and services free of charge or by scholarship.  

TOP: Fashion show at the Iu Mien Festival at Lake 
Sammamish State Park. Photo by Koko Xayavong. 

MIDDLE left: Divine Augustine performs at the 
Sundaes Outside Camp Out at Ramblewood 

Retreat Center. Photo by Outside Thinc LLC. 
MIDDLE right: Polynesian dancers from the 
Asia Pacific Cultural Center perform at the 
Washington Immigrant Network Annual 
Celebration at the Labor & Industries 
Auditorium. Photo by Gary Lott. BOTTOM: 
Participants and volunteers danceat the 

Ubuntu Nerudo African Heritage Festival at 
Lake Sammamish State Park.
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“I loved all the community 
building activities, Divine 
Augustine’s performance over 
s’mores was everything! I really 
enjoyed the talk about wild animal 
life, and just being surrounded 
by majority black and bipoc folks 
was amazing/so needed. I only 
wish I could have cloned myself so 
that I could have gone on a long 
nature hike, done the kyaking, and 
generally interacted more with 
nature while still participating in 
community activities.” 

– Participant, Sundaes Outside Camp Out, 
Ramblewood Retreat Center, Sequim Bay 
State Park

17 partners



 

“The Folk & Traditional 
Arts program is an 
incredible partner and 
a joy to work with. The 
programs we have created 
together are so special 
and meaningful to park 
visitors - I love my job 
because of days like 
these! We are able to 
make a bigger impact 
by working together 
and I am so thankful.”

– Hillary Tully, Executive 
Director, Arbutus Folk School

Creativity

TOP 1 & 2: Jailyn Becerra teaches an Aretes Huichol 
beaded earring workshop at Millersylvania State Park. 
A pair of earrings made by a participant. MIDDLE 
left: Jan, Tovas, and Torasuv Porvas perform at the 

Iranian Daf Workshop at Tolmie 
State Park. MIDDLE right: 

Dr. Gabriella Gutierrez 
y Muhs reads poetry 

at the LLN HHM 
Celebration at 
Millersylvania State 
Park. BOTTOM: 
Mapathé Diop 
teaches traditional 
drumming of Senegal 

at Tolmie State Park.

“Jailyn 
was an 

amazing teacher - so 
patient and gave easy to 
follow instructions. She 
explained the project 
and why it was culturally 
significant.” 

– Participant, Aretes Huichol 
beaded earring workshop, 
Millersylvania Stae Park

Whether visitors join us for an hour-long concert or 
a weekend of workshops and guided activities, our 
programs center engagement with creative expression. 
Research suggests that engaging with creativity can relieve 
stress, increase brain plasticity, and enhance empathy and 
tolerance, among many other benefits. Paired with time in the 
outdoors, we believe our public programs can create powerful 
and memorable experiences.  
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Lao wamen in traditional clothing pose for 
pictures at UCL Summer Festival.

Blacksmithing workshop at Salish Sea Folk 
Arts Festival.
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   Cultural Festivals

•	 Zimbabwean Community Independence Day
May 11, Lake Sammamish State Park

•	 Salish Sea Folk Arts Festival 
            May 17-18, Moran State Park 

•	 Washington Immigrant Network Immigrant 
Heritage Month Celebration

Jun 4, Labor and Industries Auditorium

•	 Salish Sea Day Jun 8, Deception Pass State Park

•	 Sundaes Outside Day 
            Jun 9, Bridle Trails State Park

•	 Skandia Midsommarfest Jun 30, Saint Edward State Park

•	 United Communities of Laos Summer Festival
Jul 27, Lake Sammamish State Park

•	 Cambodian Cultural Festival 
            Aug 10, Saltwater State Park

•	 Afghan Advantage Celebration 
            Aug 21, Lake Sammamish State Park

•	 Washington Iu-Mien Festival 
Aug 24, Lake Sammamish State Park 

•	 Ubuntu Nerudo African Heritage Festival
Sep 1, Lake Sammamish State Park 

•	 Latino Leadership Network Hispanic Heritage 
Month Celebration 

            Sep 28, Millersylvania State Park

   Concert Series & Performances

•	 Cape Disappointment Waikiki Beach Jun-Aug

•	 Lake Wenatchee Mountain Melodies Jul-Aug 

•	 Lincoln Rock Rhythm on the River Jul-Aug

•	 Deception Pass American Roots Jul-Aug

   Retreat Center Programs

•	 Sundaes Outside Camp Out
Jul 20-23, Cornet Bay, Deception Pass State Park

•	 United Communities of Laos Camp Out
Sep 13-16, Cornet Bay, Deception Pass State Park

•	 Sundaes Outside Camp Out
Sep 20-22, Ramblewood, Sequim Bay State Park 

Season Recap

Afghan Advantage participants celebrate 
getting their driving licenses & a Discover Pass.

Mount Vernon Mariachi & Folklórico perform at 
the new concert series - Rhythm on the River 
at Lincoln Rock State Park.



 

Attendees interact with the performers of String and Shadow Puppet 
Theater at Deception Pass State Park.

Local Learning wesbite for the Oral History in 
Interpretation and Museum Education.

   Workshops & Outreach Programs 

•	 Guizhou Miao Batik Workshop Jan 10, Headquarters

•	 Iranian Daf Drumming  Feb 11, Tolmie State Park

•	 Mapathé Diop Drumming  Sep 8, Tolmie State Park

•	 String & Shadow Puppet Theater: Or So It Would 
Seam  Jul 27-28, Moran and Deception Pass State Parks 

•	 State Parks Interpreter Training: Teaching from 
Primary Sources  Sep 19, Online 

•	 Jailyn Becerra: Aretes Huichol Beaded Earring    
             Sep 28, Millersylvania State Park

•	 Melissa Peterson: Cedar Bark Basket Weaving 
             Nov 2-3, Tolmie State Park

   Multimedia Storytelling Programs

•	 Media Arts Project: Trío Guadalevín  April 2024-2025,
Fort Worden, Gingko, Yakima Sportsman, Fort Núñez Gaona – Diah 
Veterans Park, Salt Creek Recreation Area, Sea Mar Museum of 
Chicano Culture, and Seattle Town Hall 

•	 Public Lands Unearthed Field School

Season Recap

Melissa 
Peterson 

demonstrates 
weaving 

techniques 
to the 

participants.

Trío Guadalevín, La 
Cantina, Yesenla and A 
Hunter, film crew, and 
Parks staff at Yakima 
Sportsman State Park. 
August 2024.

Parks staff & BIPOC Affinity group share 
their batik pieces.

8



9                           

2004-2024 

20th Anniversary

2003 Interagency agreement between 
Washington State Parks and Washington State 
Arts Commission establishes partnership to 
launch the Folk & Traditional Arts Program 
(FTAP). 

2004 National Endowment 
for the Arts seeds funding 
to hire Dr. Jens Lund, 
founding director of FTAP 
at Washington State Parks.  

2005 First full year of Folk & Traditional Arts 
programming includes three Latine heritage 
festivals and Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Arts 
and Trails events. 

2006 The concert series at Cape 
Disappointment and Deception Pass begin. 
Salish Sea Day, a celebration of Native canoe 
culture begins. All three programs continue to 
this day.  

2007 Ranger training in Cultural Event 
Production at South Cle Elum Depot 

2008 First Cambodian Cultural Celebration 
takes place at Millersylvania. 

2011 The impacts of the Great Recession result 
in a deep staff cuts at Parks. NEA funding 
allows FTAP to continue at a reduced capacity.  

2013 Dr. Jens Lund retires from a storied career 
as a public folklorist 

2014 Folklorist, Deborah Fant, 
is hired to lead FTAP. Under 
her leadership, FTAP events 
expand to new parks and new 
communities.  

2017 Deborah Fant retires.  

2018 Makaela Kroin is hired to 
lead FTAP.  

2020 The pandemic prompts 
virtual programs. Video 
production and oral history 
projects become a mainstay of 
FTAP’s lineup.  

2022 Kuen Kuen Spichiger is 
hired to work with Makaela Kroin. 
FTAP becomes a team of two. 
New programs blossom as a 
result including artist residencies, 
camp outs, and youth focused 
activities. 

2023 FTAP receives NEA funding in the 
Media Arts category to work on an ambitious 
project about Latine history and heritage 
in Washington with musical group, Trío 
Guadalevín.  

Folk and Traditional Arts Program

20 Years of Folk & Traditional Arts
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2004-2024 

20th Anniversary

Folk and Traditional Arts Program

20 years in numbers  

429 events 

132,075 attendees 

55 state park locations 

$800,000 in NEA grants to support our programs

2005 2005 2006 2007 2007

2011 2012 2014 2015 2015

2008 2009 2009 2010 2011

2016 2016 2017 2018 2019

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024



Reese Tanimura (left) and Dominique 
Thomas (Dom), Northwest Folklife, 
manage stage and sound at the United 
Communities of Laos Summer Festival.

Ranger AJ Feist (left) and volunteers 
help with the Latino Leadership 
Network Hispanic Heritage Month 
Celebration at Millersylvania State 
Park.

Stage skills refresher session at Lake 
Sammamish State Park before the 
season started.

Former Park Interpreter Samantha 
Uppleger leads a tide pool tour with the 
participants in Sundaes Outside Camp 
Out at Deception Pass State Park.

Ranger Jason Armstrong at American 
Roots Concert Series at Deception Pass.

(Left to right) Suzanne Kagen, Program 
Specialist, Isa Villa, Interpretive 
Specialist, Sarah, Ops Manager for the 
Friends Group and Fatima from Afghan 
Advantage Gathering.

Makaela Kroin (2nd left) in United 
Communites of Laos Summer Festival at 
Lake Sammamish State Park.

Former Interpretive Specialist 
Amber Brooks at Bridle Trails State 
Park.

Kuen Kuen Spichiger (left) paddles a 
canoe with visitors in Salish Sea Day at 
Deception Pass State Park.
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We can’t do it without all your support!

Thanks to our park staff, volunteers, friends 
and families!
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Thanks to our Funders:
National Endowment for the Arts, Washington State Parks Foundation, Deception 
Pass Park Foundation, Friends of the Columbia River Gateway, and Washington 
State Parks Specialty License Plate Fund.

Thanks to our Partners: 
Arbutus Folk School, Cambodian Classical & Folk Dance Northwest, Center for 
Washington Cultural Traditions, Golden Bricks Events, Northwest Folklife, Orcas 
Island Wonder Camp - San Juan Makers Guild, Samish Canoe Family, Skandia 
Folkdance Society, String & Shadow Puppet Theater, Swinomish Canoe Family, 
Ubuntu Nerudo African Heritage, United Communities of Laos, United Mien Youth of 
Washington, Washington Immigrant Network, Washington State Latino Leadership 
Network, Wayward Audio, and Zimbabwean Community of Washington.
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Cover: This is a Royal Ballet dance called Robam Tep Apsara (Celestial Dance) performed at Cambodian 
Cultural Celebration at Saltwater State Park. This Royal Ballet was originally performed at the offering 

ceremonies and other palace celebrations during the Angkorian Era. In 1950, Cambodian Queen Sisowath 
Kossomak Nearyrath, King Sihanouk’s mother, was the inspiration behind the genesis of the Apsara Dance. 
Each gesture symbolizes something meaningful, such as love or peace. The dance represented the heavenly 

dancers who keep happiness and prosperity for the people.


