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Presentation Agenda:
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• Park Context

• Proposed Buildings to be Donated

• Land Classification Update

• Partners 

• Community Feedback & Support

• Requested Action

• Questions?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Proposed Land Classification Change 
	Even swap of Resource Recreation and Recreation (.52 acres) for an Environmental Education Classroom (EEC) and Welcome Station (Park Office)

Funding for Designs, Construction, Operation, & Maintenance of Facilities by Bridle Trails Park Foundation

Community Feedback & Support
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Park Context 
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One of the largest remaining lowland forests in the metropolitan King County 
Area.

BRIDLE TRAILS STATE PARK

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Bridle Trails State Park

Located in King County
Bordered by Bellevue, Kirkland, and Redmond
Has one of the largest remaining lowland forests in the metropolitan King County Area
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THE PARK TODAY
• 489 acres

• 28 miles of trails

• Equestrian event grounds

• Picnic area 

• Home to 100+ animal species, 170+ plant 
species, 250+ fungi species

• Visitation: 162,000 (2023)
- Bridle Trails Park Foundation  

Engagements (Year-Round): 2,000+

- Lake Washington Saddle Club 
Engagements (April-Sept) : 2,000+

5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
489 acres between Kirkland & Bellevue

28 miles of maintained trails open to equestrians & pedestrians

Equestrian event grounds

Picnic area with access to barbecues, tables, water and restrooms.

Home to xxx animal, plant, and fungi species

The park’s car counter indicates an attendance of over 162,000 visitors but in reality, the visitor count is significantly higher.  Around the perimeter of the park there are turnouts where people park and enter and there is a large use from the residents around the park who walk or ride in. 



Mammals known to be or potentially occurring in the park
Compiled by Jim Erckmann July 2011 from lists and distribution information published by
Burke Museum and list developed by Dr. Dennis Paulson, Director Emeritus, Slater Museum
Bird List compiled by Jim Erckmann. Based on list for state developed by Dr. Dennis Paulson,
 Director Emeritus, Slater Museum. Names and taxonomy from AOU Checklist of North American
Birds, 7th Edition, and all supplements through the 51st.
*Species seen in the park or in adjacent neighborhoods
Vascular plant list compiled by Jim Erckmann. Includes species identified by Clay Antieau and by Jeff Walker in 2008 surveys.
Fungi documented by Washington Mycological Society (DNA) 
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Proposed Buildings 
to be Donated 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridle Trails Park Foundation will fund the design and construction of the EEC and Welcome Station project, as well as the facility maintenance and education staffing costs.

New facilities will be deeded to Washington State Parks when completed and will be operated by Park staff, with volunteer help from the Bridle Trails Park Foundation.

Hoshide Wanzer and Jones and Jones (well respected firms known for their environmental sensitivity)

Welcoming design invites visitors to interact with and learn in nature.

Education Classroom will be on micropiles, allowing land to heal beneath the building

Replant shade-loving native plants below the building, allowing natural flows of water and animals to continue beneath the building

Any native plants removed during the construction process will be replaced with the same species and provided with temporary irrigation to ensure plant establishment.

Site of buildings, trails, outdoor education areas were chosen and oriented to minimize removal of existing trees. 

Built elements are sited outside of the rootballs of existing trees

The buildings are located in a natural clearing in the forest with natural sunlight. 

The only trees that will be removed will be the ones deemed as hazards by our Arbor crew (4 in total). 

Proposal includes planting additional native trees to increase the privacy between the equestrian trail and the site.
Net gain of native tree vegetation

Welcome building will have a living roof.
Consistent with Governor’s directive to limit carbon footprint

Classroom roof will be low slope metal (grey/blue) to reflect color of sky, blending into site.
Low slope for maintenance safety

Siding on both buildings will be different sized vertical boards with a fire-resistant stain in a color that reflect the bark of surrounding trees.
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Building Site
Location chosen for:

• Equestrian Safety 

• Trail System & ADA 
Access to Forest 
Experience (currently 
none)

• Proximity to Other 
Facilities

• Greater Access to Park 
Staff

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Project Proposal – Existing Building Locations in the Park

Site location agreed upon by LWSC, BTPF, and Parks to safely provide a space for environmental education for pedestrians and equestrians alike. 
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• Equestrian access to Welcome Station 
and classroom via new trail from main 
trail system

• ADA trail to provide first and only 
access for disabled into the forest in 
manner safe for equestrians and 
disabled (restricted trail) 

• Hitching posts and ample space for 
riders to mount/dismount and gather

• Indoor education space for equestrian 
education and event planning

EQUESTRIAN ACCESS AND USE OF EEC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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• Major factor in site location is for 
equestrian safety, not adding more 
people in and around showgrounds

• Goal to provide environmental 
education in manner safe for 
equestrians on trails

• Indoor activities 

• Small groups on trails led and 
accompanied by educators, as practiced 
today

• Education classroom open only for 
scheduled programs, otherwise closed 
to public

EFFECTS OF PROPOSED PROJECT ON 
EQUESTRIAN USE AND PARK TRAILS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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SUMMARY OF 
OPPORTUNITIES

• Provide office for staff to connect 
with park visitors.

• Meet community demand for 
environmental  and equestrian 
programming.

• Provide forest accessibility for 
mobility challenged. 

• Dedicated indoor space for park 
partners with shared missions and 
different perspectives to deliver 
environmental, land, park, and 
equestrian programming.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Provide office for staff to connect with park visitors.
Meet community demand for environmental programming.
Slide note section: concise sentence or two from community and educator survey (2019) here – coming.
100% are interested in potential program offerings
8500 contacts (does not include number from LWSC promoted the survey)
90% see the park as a place for environmental education now or in the future
Provide forest accessibility for mobility challenged. 
Slide note section: While kept to minimum length in order to achieve ADA slope requirements, it will create a natural forest immersion experience for those not able to access the park’s main trails.
Dedicated indoor space for park partners with shared missions and different perspectives to deliver environmental, land, park, and equestrian programming.
Slide note section: Parks interpretive programming, partnerships with tribes, partnership programming with tribes, Bridle Trails Park Foundation and Lake Washington Saddle Club.

New facilities will be deeded to Washington State Parks when completed and will be operated by Park staff, with volunteer help from the Bridle Trails Park Foundation.

Net effect on resource protection should be positive, as the EEC will be used to educate the public about the ecological value of the park, the need to protect it, and how to volunteer to care for the park.
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Land Classification 
Update
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CURRENT
LAND 

CLASSIFICATION
ACREAGE

Bridle Trails 
State Park

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recreation areas are in magenta / pink.  
This classification is less restrictive and allows for more active recreation and facilities.  
The light blue area is the Resource Recreation land classification in the park and is more restrictive. 
Doesn’t allow buildings to be built
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CURRENT
LAND 

CLASSIFICATION

Recreation Area 
Boundary 
Proximity 

to 
Building Site

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overhead view with existing land classification
Orange polygons are the proposed buildings
Note the proximity to Recreation Area (less than 100’)
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LAND 
CLASSIFICATION

Proposed 
Changes

New Buildings
& 

ADA Trail

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Proposal includes changing existing Recreation areas to Resource Recreation areas
Area by restrooms
SW section of “Little Ring”
These are meant to offset the expansion of the recreation category for the building proposal
Shapes seem strange on a map, but they make sense with existing tree lines and topography.
Goal is to remove areas from the Recreation category that would be very challenging to build on or do more intensive activities
Relation to existing facilities

.52 acre shift between categories for almost zero net change. 
Note the layout of the existing buildings, no room for the proposed EEC and welcome station
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Partners
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• Formed by local equestrians in 1945 
• Friends Agreement with State Parks 

that works to help maintain and 
enhance the Park and its equestrian 
facilities. 

• Partner with BTPF in protecting and 
supporting the park.

• Engage PNW equestrians with hunter 
jumper classics, clinics & academy 
events, dressage, English/Western 
and prize rides on park trails.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lake Washington Saddle Club
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• 2023 marked 20 years of financial support

• Early focus was on fundraising.

• Foundation funds:

• Park enhancement projects

• Equipment purchases

• Engagement with the community through 
events, environmental education, and 
stewardship projects.

• Contributes funding for a year-round Senior 
Park Aide 

• Committed to funding the design and 
construction of the EEC and Welcome 
Station project, as well as the facility 
maintenance and education staffing costs.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridle Trails Park Foundation – Partners in Stewardship, Education & Park Enhancements

Annual Stewardship Activities in Bridle Trails State Park: 
Earth Day
National Public Lands Day
Citizen Science Mapping Projects (invasives and blooming periods)

For over 16 years, The Foundation has been offering environmental education opportunities for different ages and interests including: 
professionally led botany, ecology, and fungi walks
school field trips
forest summer camp (grades 1-6)
Girl Scout eco-badge days (ages 5-18). 

Recent enhancements: 
Safety signage for multi-use visitors (pedestrian/equestrian), 
uniform messaging and directional signage at major park entrances
Maps
waypoint trail signage with “you are here” post top maps
living with wildlife signage
LNT (dog poop and trail braiding)
links to further park ecological resources and activities with QR codes to Washington State Parks, Lake Washington Saddle Club and Bridle Trails Park Foundation.
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Public Feedback 
• Webpage/Email

• www.Parks.wa.gov/BridleTrailsClassroom

• Mailings

• In-person and phone calls
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Positive-
Majority of comments received were supportive from equestrians and pedestrians alike
Increase availability of staff to visitors
Promotes good behavior of visitors by increasing staff approachability and visibility. 
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Public Feedback 
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Concerns
• Parking

• Impact to equestrians

• Leading to future facilities

• Disturbance of natural state of 
the park

Support
• Increases availability of staff
• Promotes good behavior
• Builds community through 

programming
• Increases public access to outdoor 

and equestrian education
• Follows the BTPF-WA State Parks 

mission to “protect, maintain, and 
enhance the park”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Negative-
Concerns about parking (especially on 116th Ave NE)
Concerns about impact to equestrians
Concerns about this leading to other facilities being built (“indoor fitness, swimming pool”)
“Not what the park was originally designed for”, “Don’t need another mixed-use park”
Concerns about the land classification preventing people from enjoying the natural state of the park.

Positive-
Majority of comments received were supportive from equestrians and pedestrians alike
Increase availability of staff to visitors
Promotes good behavior of visitors by increasing staff approachability and visibility. 
Builds community through programming
Increases public access to outdoor and equestrian education
Follows the BTPF-WA State parks mission to “protect, maintain, and enhance the park”
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Requested Action:
That the Washington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission:

1. Adopt revised land classifications for Bridle Trails 
State Park, as recommended by staff in Appendix 2. 
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Questions?
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