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the first of 24 major
Governor's Puget Sound
Initiative projects on
Aug. 21 at Twanoh State
Park on Hood Canal, a
park popular for camping,
swimming and shelfish
harvesting.

Congressman Dicks has
long been a champion of the
cleanup effort, which led to
a new wastewater collection
and treatment system at the
park. Contamination led the
Department of Health to
close the beach to shellfish
harvesting in October
2005. “I"ve had a lifelong
connection with this park,
so this is truly an important
milestone,” said Dicks.
Congressman Norm Dick
supported federal funding for
the effort,

The event marked
completion of the $1.23

- million project and included

representatives from the
Skokomish Tribe and the
Governor’s Office.

Construction began in
December 2006, to replace
S0-year-old septic tanks and
a 10-year-old drainfield.
Improvements should reduce
contamination,

Puget Sound and Hood Canal
contain toxic pollutants that
settle to the bottom, work their
way into the food chain and
accumulate, threatening the
entire ecosystem, according
to the Department of Ecology.

Agency scientists say that more

than 5,700 acres of underwater
lands in Puget Sound and Hood

Canal exceed safe levels of toxic
contamination. The Governor’s
cleanup initiative seeks to restore
the health of these ecosystems
through septic upgrades and the
reduction of storm water runoff.
Projects in 24 State Parks on
Puget Sound are funded through
a $21 million allocation made by
the 2006 and 2007 Legislatures,
Funds allocated for the work
will help the state model natural
resources stewardship and move
State Parks toward its Centennial
2013 goal of fixing up existing
parks. For more information
visit: http://www.parks.wa.gov/
cleanwaterprojects.




A sudden rainstorm and
five white pelicans passing
overhead surprised celebrants
at the dedication of the
renovated interpretive center at

Sacajawea State Park on June
29 near Pasco.

At least four tribes
together blessed the Sacajawea
Interpretive Center during
the ceremony, along with
three of Sacagawea’s own
relatives. The Yakama Warriors
Association—a U.S. veterans
color guard, the Governor’s
office and the Daughters of
the Pioneers Iparticipat:d. The
event was held exactly 66 years
after the first museum was
dedicated ar the park.

In the fall of 1805,
Lewis and Clark’s party

canoed through the rapids
and arrived ar the site to

State Parks and partners break ground for Willapa Hills Trail project

to finish the crail by 2013,
The brief ceremony ar the
Chehalis trailhead included

f

Partners joined State
Parks to break ground on
Aug. 30 in Lewi unty
o E’le,‘hrﬂ[f TI'I'E‘ next S[L"P in
developing the Willapa Hills
Trail. Construction bids are
due this fall to State Parks
for the resurfacing of 4.7
miles of rail bed and parking
lots with a:.'|:I|1:1|L and wood
dtfki]’]g for four trestles.

The Willapa Hills
Trail, a rail-to-trail project,
stretches 56 miles from
Chehalis to South Bend
and will support multi-
rccrf:atiunnruxes including
hiking, biking and
horseback riding, The goal is

camp before Idum:;!tl:'hg-ﬁm The

center is named after

year old Shoshone wor
accompanied the
Sacagawea,

Congressman Brian Baird, Lewis
County Commissioner Ron
Averill, State Parks Southwest
Region Manager Paul Ma|mbt:rg
and Eagle Scout Billy Smith,
whose troop recently worked on
the trail.

Congressman Baird secured
£700,000 tor development of
the trail. Additional funding of
nc'arl}.f 720,000 will come from
State Parks allocations made
through the 2006 Legislature.
State f‘nrlm is working with the
Lewis County Community Trails
Organization and other partners

in Lewis and Pacific counties
to acquire the additional funds
needed o complete the trail.

An estimated $1.4 million
for the entire project will
involve construction of two
trailtheads, the first in Chehalis
and the second in Adna. The
trail, an important alternative
transporgation link between
Interstate-3 and the Pacific
Coast, also is I-;:::.r ina f:lrgt:r
CH‘GT[ 0 Connect casiern i'-ll'ld
western Washington.

The trail is not ver othcially
upr:n—hridgcs without dccking
pose serious safety problems.
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Recycling programs expanded

For many years State Parks has
worked to clean up illegal dump sires
and expand recycling efforrs. With
;:l;; help of WIFEE“Im anﬂc state

partment ot Ecology, abour 70
percent of State Parkﬂsg:nw recycle to
some extent, reducing the amount of

from landfills and three yvards of soil was
made available for park use, The project
also offered visitors on-site interpretive
opportuniries. Since then, staff
continues to experiment with aurumn
leaf mulching, paper bedding, screens
and systems such as barracks and bins.

waste that ends up in landfills. Recycling  Research continues on maintaining the

also helps State Parks move rowards its
Cenrennial 2013 vision to
make Washington's parks
premier destinations of
uncommon quality.

A few parks that lead
the way in this effort are:

Lake Chelan State
Park: A few years ago,
staff collected only

luminum cans at each dumpster. Now

proximately 50 bags of aluminum
gns and 60 bags of plastic bortles are
transported to North Chelan Recycle
center each summer, along with six to
eight large bins of used glass. Larger
bins, a tractor and fork lift soon will
reduce handling and staff time,

Fort Worden State Park: When the new
dining facility ar Fort Worden opened
in 2004, Kate Burke, park manager, and
Christopher Overman, youth hostel
manager, saw & chance to experiment
with vermicomposting—composting
with worms, The pilot project, launched
with §1,000 from the Department

of Ecology. invelved covering food
waste outside the Commons dining
hall. Several fimes a week, staff moved
waste into composting bins containing
worms, who rapidly broke down the
matter. Specially bred earthworms are
known to kill pathogens through their
digestion processes and leave castings,
vich, narural enhancers thar aerate Lil:
soil. In ten months, 5,000 pounds of
food and coffee waste was diverted

health of the park’s worm populations.

Five pounds GFHEW
WOrms arc on f.’ri!'.'!' I'l‘ﬂl'
the season as staff explore
the art and science of
vermicomposting, For
details call the park at
(360) 385-0655.

Riverside State Park:
Duril:g, the 2007 season,
park staff reduced

garbage volume dc.‘.gim an 18 Jwrc::m
visitor increase. Staff compared prices
for various rypres of rcuycling in the
Spukanr: arca, In August, they downsized
a dumpsmr to save more than $260

each month and added six new bins to
capiure more than a _'mrr.] of plastic that
would otherwise have lam’ic(.rin the
dumpster, Plastic and aluminum recycle
bins sit next to each garimgﬂ can, Glass is
collected ar three campground locarions.
A new, six-yard bin for aluminum,
recently donated to the park, will be
emptied by the recycle company at no
s:lmrgc. Staff report thar having the bin
available reduces handling ﬂr'l-'i.i-‘l'l‘-ll'l'[i\"iull'f'ﬂ
them to promote further rt:f.'j.fcli['tg. '|]J|:}'
p|an to seek donations of six to L'jg,h[
more [nrgc storage bins to create a similar
system for recycling glass, plastic and
paper. Staff is monitoring sustainable
pmt_‘riccs in other p-.lrl.-u: [0 Improve their
own program. For more information on
recycling in State Parks, contact Billie-
Ciwen. Russel@parks.wa.gov or call 360
902-8541



